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                                      Tulu Language – 

There has been growing demand to include Tulu in the Eighth 

Schedule of the Constitution. At present, Tulu is not an official 

language in India or in any other country.  

Key Points : Tulu is a Dravidian language whose speakers are 

concentrated in the region of Tulu Nadu, which comprises the 

districts of Dakshina Kannada and Udupi in Karnataka and the 

northern part of Kasaragod district of Kerala. 

 

Eighth Schedule of the Constitution : It enlists 22 languages 

recognised by the Constitution of India. Languages included are: 

Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Kashmiri, Konkani, 

Malayalam, Manipuri, Marathi, Nepali, Oriya, Punjabi, Sanskrit, 

Sindhi, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu, Bodo, Santhali, Maithili and Dogri. 

Yuelu Proclamation: Yuelu Proclamation was adopted at the first 

international conference on language resources protection in 

Changsha, Central China's Hunan province in 2018 by UNESCO. It 

is a document on protection and promotion of the world's linguistic 

diversity. 

 

 

                               Annual Crime in India Report 2018  
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 The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) published the annual 

Crime in India Report 2018. It shows the crime statistics in the 

country between 2017 and 2018.  NCRB has also released Accidental 

Death and Suicides in India 2018 report which outlines death and 

suicide statistics of the country.  

The report shows an increase of 1.3% in the registration of cases. 

 The crime rate per lakh population has come down from 388.6 

in 2017 to 383.5 in 2018. 

 Uttar Pradesh topped the list followed by Maharashtra and 

West Bengal. € Delhi tops the list among the metropolitan cities 

 

                                              Kerala Challenges Constitutionality of CAA 

 

Kerala has become the first state to move the Supreme Court 

challenging the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 (CAA).  CAA seeks 

to provide citizenship to illegal migrants from Buddhist, Hindu, 

Sikhs, Jain, Parsi and Christian faiths, who have come to India 

from the neighbouring countries of Afghanistan, Pakistan and 

Bangladesh, on or before 31st December, 2014.  

 The suit has been filed under Article 131 of the Constitution. € 

 Under Article 131, the Supreme Court has “original” 

jurisdiction in disputes between States or the Centre and 

State(s). The Article allows the court to directly take cognisance 

of such a dispute. € 

 Kerala has said in its suit that it would be compelled under 

Article 256 to comply with the CAA, which it considers 

arbitrary, unreasonable, irrational and violative of fundamental 

rights.  

 

 Lucknow and Noida to Get Police Commissioner System  
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The Uttar Pradesh government has given nod to the implementation 

of the police commissionerate system in the two cities, Lucknow and 

Noida. 

 The system will be monitored for six-months on a review basis to 

know its effectiveness in handling law and order better and the 

present system of District Magistrates (DMs) will be done away on an 

experimental basis. 

 The British brought the system first in Kolkata and followed it 

in Mumbai and Chennai presidencies. Delhi turned into a 

commissionerate during 1977-1979. 

 Dual System : It is a legacy of the colonial system. Under it, the 

overall in-charge of a district or region is the district collector 

and the SP reports to him. The powers of the executive 

magistrate, such as issuing orders for preventive arrests or 

imposition of Section 144 CrPC, vests with the district 

collector. 

 

                                                           Bru Refugee Crisis  

A four-party agreement among the Centre, Mizoram Government, 

Tripura Government and Mizoram Bru Displaced People‟s Forum 

(MBDPF) which seeks to end the 22-year-old Bru refugee crisis was 

signed recently. 

 Bru or Reang is a community indigenous to Northeast India, 

living mostly in Tripura, Mizoram and Assam. 

  In Tripura, they are recognised as a Particularly Vulnerable 

Tribal Group. In Mizoram, they have been targeted by groups 

that do not consider them indigenous to the state. 

  In 1997, following ethnic clashes, nearly 37,000 Brus fled 

Mamit, Kolasib and Lunglei districts of Mizoram. They were 

accommodated in relief camps in Tripura. 

 

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) : 
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 PVTGs are more vulnerable among the tribal groups. Due to this 

factor, more developed and assertive tribal groups take a major 

chunk of the tribal development funds because of which PVTGs need 

more funds directed for their development.  

PVTGs have some basic characteristics - they are mostly 

homogenous, with a small population, relatively physically isolated, 

absence of written language, relatively simple technology and a slower 

rate of change etc. Among the 75 listed PVTG’s the highest number 

are found in Odisha. 

 

                        Scheduled Tribes in Karnataka  

The Lok Sabha passed the Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order 

(Second Amendment) Bill, 2019.  

 The Bill was already passed by the Rajya Sabha in 2019. It 

seeks to include the Parivara and the Taliwara communities in 

the Scheduled Tribes (ST) category to ensure they get a 

reservation and other benefits provided by the government.  

 The Siddi tribes of Belagavi and Dharwad would also be 

included in the category apart from those living in the Uttar 

Kannada districts of Karnataka. 

 

                                          Santusht Portal  

The Ministry of Labour and Employment (MoL&E) has launched 

„Santusht Portal‟ to monitor the implementation of labour laws at the 

grassroots level.  

The objective of „Santusht‟ is to promote transparency, 

accountability, effective delivery of public services and 

implementation of policies, schemes of the Labor Ministry through 

constant monitoring. 

 

           Judgement on Netherland’s Digital Identification Scheme  
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In a first anywhere in the world, a court in the Netherlands has ruled 

against a digital identification mechanism called SyRI (System Risk 

Indicator) due to data privacy and human rights concerns.  

The Dutch Ministry of Social Affairs developed SyRI in 2014 to weed 

out those who are most likely to commit fraud and receive 

government benefits. 

 

 

                              Economic Survey 2019-20: Highlights 

 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman tabled the Economic Survey of 

India 2020 in the Parliament, ahead of the Budget session. 

  

 Theme of Survey is wealth creation, promotion of pro-business 

policies, strengthening of trust in the economy. 

 Highlights 

 GDP growth pegged at 6-6.5 per cent in fiscal year starting April 1, 

up from 5 per cent in current fiscal. Fiscal deficit target for current 

fiscal may need to be relaxed to revive growth. 

  

 Declining inflation from 3.2 per cent in April 2019 to 2.6 per cent in 
December 2019, reflecting weakening demand pressure in the 

economy. 
  

 There has been 12.2 % cumulative annual growth rate of new firms in 
the formal sector during 2014-18, compared to 3.8 % during 2006-

2014. 
  

 The Survey noted, the two Schemes, Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana- 

Gramin (PMAY-G) and Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana- Urban 
(PMAY-U), seek to achieve the target of housing for all by 2022. 

Under PMAY-G, the number of houses completed in a year increased 
by more than four times. 
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 To achieve GDP of USD 5 trillion by 2024 – 2025, India needs to 

spend about USD 1.4 trillion (Rs.100 lakh crore) over these years on 
infrastructure so that lack of infrastructure does not become a 

constraint to the growth of Indian economy. 
  

 The Survey said that despite ongoing developmental efforts, forest 
and tree cover are increasing considerably. The forest and tree cover 

have reached 80.73 million hectares which is 24.56 per cent of the 
geographical area of the country. 

  

 To promote preventive healthcare, one and half lakh Ayushman 
Bharat- Health and Wellness Centres are proposed to be set up by 

2022. As per the latest National Health Accounts 2016-17, the out 
of pocket expenditure (OoPE) on health as a percentage of total health 

expenditure declined from 64.2 per cent in 2013-14 to 58.7 per 
cent in 2016-17. 

  

 The share of regular wage/salaried employees has increased by 5 

percentage points from 18 per cent in 2011-12 to 23 per cent in 
2017-18.  

 
 Survey observed that India has the Second largest Emerging Green 

Bond Market after China. India also joined International Platform on 
Sustainable Finance (IPSF) in 2019 to scale up the environmentally 

sustainable investments. 
  

 All Urban areas of 35 States/UTs have become ODF and percentage 

of waste processing rose from around 18 percent to 60 percent. 
  

Thalinomics:  

 The Survey makes an attempt to relate economics to the common 

person using something that an individual encounters every day - a 

plate of food i.e a Thali. Affordability of Thalis vis-à-vis a day‟s pay 

of a worker has improved over time, indicating improved welfare of 

the common person. 
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                             Highlights of the Budget 2020: 
 

Theme: Aspirational India; Economic Development for all & A Caring 
Society 

Languages used in Union Budget 2020: Hindi, English, Kashmiri, 
French, Tamil. 

 
 

 
 

Theme 1: ASPIRATIONAL INDIA 
Agriculture Sector 

Budget is aimed at doubling farmer income by 2022  
 

• “Aathichudi by Auvaiyar. Bhoomi Thiruthi Unn”: It means to take 
care of your own land first 

 
Village Storage Scheme run by self-help groups: Women self-help 

groups can now get help from NABARD or Mudra. 
• The horticulture sector has exceeded the production of foodgrains 
by around 311 million metric tons of production.  

 
The government will help those states that work for „one product, one 

district‟. 
• Integrated Farming Systems to be developed in rain-fed areas 

• Negotiable Warehousing Receipts Financing has crossed Rs 6,000 
crore. 

• Budget fixes the target of Agricultural Credit at Rs 15 lakh crore.  
• All beneficiaries of PM Kisan scheme will now be covered under the 

Kisan Credit Card (KCC) scheme. 
 

MNREGA will be merged for creating fodder farms. 
 

• Fish production to be raised to 200 lakh tones by 2022-23 
• Indian Railways to set up “Kisan Rail” so that farm goods can be 

quickly transported.  

 It will also be used for cold storage of goods through PPP model.  
 

Ministry of Civil Aviation will launch Krishi UDAN on international 
and national routes. 

 
Wellness, Water and Sanitation 
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• Budget allocates Rs 12,300 crore for Swachch Bharat Mission  
• Budget talks about the “Fit India Movement” in the context of 

India‟s fight against the NCDs - non-communicable diseases. 
• Budget seeks to set up hospitals in Indian Tier-II and Tier-III cities 

under the PPP model. 
 

•Jan Aushadhi Kendra will be expanded. 
 

• Budget allocates Rs 69,000 crore for the Health sector. 
 

 
Education Sector 

• Union Budget 2020 proposes foreign direct investment, FDI and 
External Commercial Borrowings (ECB) in education. 

• As per the budget, 150 higher education institutions will start 
apprenticeships in 2020-21. 

 
• Urban Local Bodies have been asked to provide internship 

opportunities for freshers and engineers for a period of one year. 
• A degree level online education programme will be launched to 
provide quality education to deprived sections students. 

• INDSAT exam will be conducted in Asian and African countries 
under the Study in India programme.  

 
• Budget proposes to set up “National Police University” and “National 

Forensic Science University”. 
 

• Budget proposes to attach a Medical College to every existing 
district hospitals under the PPP model. 

 
• The Budget allocates Rs 99,300 crore for the Education sector and 

Rs 3000 crore for Skill development. 
 

Theme2: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 

 Union Budget 2020 proposes to set up an “Investment Clearance 
Cell” to offer services such as to be set free investment advisory, land 

banks and others.  
 
A new scheme proposed in electronics manufacturing to spur 

investments.  
 

National Technical Textiles Mission proposed. 
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All ministries will issue quality standards. A new scheme, 

New scheme “NIRVIK” announced for fewer duties and taxes on 
exported products.  

 
 

 The scheme will be launched in 2020-21. 
Budget proposes to make each district an export hub.  
Budget allocates Rs 27,300 crore for development of industry 

and commerce in 2020-21 
 

• National Infrastructure Pipeline to offer employment opportunity 
• Government to form a National Logistics Policy soon 

• It proposes to build the Chennai-Bengaluru Expressway. 
 

Indian Railways: 
 

• Electrification of around 27000 km of railway lines achieved within 

100 days of Modi Government formation in 2019.  

• A large solar power capacity proposed for the Indian Railways. It will 

be built along the rail track on the Railways owned lands. 

• Bengaluru Suburban Rail Project proposed; budget allocates Rs 

18,600 crore for this project 

 

• By 2024, the Government would monetize 12 lots of national 

highways 

• With the help of UDAN scheme, 100 airports will be built by 2024 

• The fleet of Aircraft will be increased to 1200 planes by 2024 

• Rs 1.7 lakh crore allocated for transport infrastructure. 

 

Energy Sector: 
 

• Prepaid Smart Meters: States will have to replace existing energy 
meters with the prepaid smart meters. 

• Budget allocates Rs 22,000 crore for the Power and Renewable 
Energy Sector. 
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• The national gas grid will be expanded from 16200 km to 27000 

km. 
• A new policy will be launched for the construction of data centre 

parks by the private sector.  
 

• Bharat Net to link 1 lakh gram panchayats through Fibre to Home 
connections 

• Budget allocates Rs 6000 crore for the Bharat Net programme  
• It provides Rs.8,000 crore in the next 5 years for “National Mission 

on Quantum Technology and Applications”. 
 

Theme 3: A CARING SOCIETY 
• „Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao‟: Enrollment of girls in schools is higher 

than the boys. 
 

• Rs 35,600 crore will be provided for nutrition-related programmes 
• Task Force will be constituted to look into the issue of girls of low 

age entering motherhood 
 
• It allocates Rs 85,000 crore for development of SCs and OBCs 

•It allocates Rs 53,700 crore for STs development  
• It allocates Rs 9,000 crore for Senior citizens and persons with 

disabilities. 
 

Art & Culture 
• The government will constitute “Indian Institute of Heritage and 

Conservation” as a deemed university. 
 

5 archaeological sites to be developed as top-notch sites; these sites 
are- 

Rakhigarhi, Haryana 
 

Hastinapur, Uttar Pradesh 
 

Sivasagar, Assam 
 

Dholavira, Gujarat 
 
Adichanallur, Tamil Nadu 

 
The government will build a Tribal Museum in Ranchi. 

The budget allocates Rs 3150 crore for the Ministry of Culture. 
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Tourism Sector 

 
The Tourism Sector will grow at 7.8% to Rs 1.88 lakh crore. 

Climate: 
• The Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure will be 

implemented from January 2021. 
 

• It allocates Rs 4,400 crore to promote clean air in cities with a 
population of over 1 million people. 

 
Banking Sector: 

 
• To avoid the case of citizen harassment, a taxpayer charter will be 

enshrined in the statutes. 
 

• For recruitment in non-gazetted posts in banks, National 
Recruitment Agency will be constituted for both government and 

public sector banks. 
 

• It proposes the creation of the New National Policy on Official 
Statistics 
• Deposit insurance cover has been increased tremendously from Rs 

1 lakh to Rs 5 lakh.  
 

• Disinvestment in Banks: Government‟s share in IDBI Bank will be 
sold to the private sector. 

 

 

                                               India: 3rd Largest Producer of Electricity  

As per the Key World Energy Statistics 2019, India is the 3rd largest 

producer of electricity in the world. € 

 India was 106th in terms of per capita consumption in 2017.  

 With a generation of 1,497 Terawatt-hour (TWh), India is the 

third largest producer and the third largest consumer of 

electricity in the world after the US and China. 
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                                                                  Virtual G20 Leaders’ Summit  

An extraordinary Virtual G20 Leaders‟ Summit was convened to 

discuss the challenges posed by the outbreak of the Covid-19 

pandemic and to forge a global coordinated response.  

 The video-conference of leaders of the world‟s top twenty 

economies was hosted by Saudi Arabia’s King Salman bin 

Abdulaziz Al Saud.  

 The G20 countries have voluntarily committed to inject more 

than $5 trillion into the global economy and contribute to the 

World Health Organisation (WHO) led Covid-19 solidarity 

response fund. 

 

 

About :G20 

 It is an informal group of 19 countries and the European Union (EU), 

with representatives of the International Monetary Fund and the 

World Bank.  

The membership comprises a mix of the world‟s largest advanced and 

emerging economies, representing about two-thirds of the world‟s 

population, 85% of global gross domestic product, 80% of global 

investment and over 75% of global trade.  

 

                      Extradition Treaty between India and Belgium 

 The Union Cabinet has approved the signing and ratifying of the 

Extradition Treaty between the Republic of India and the 

Kingdom of Belgium.  

 This will replace the pre-Independence Extradition Treaty 

between Great Britain and Belgium of 1901 that was made 

applicable to India through the exchange of Letters in 1958. 

 

                                                                       Kuril Islands  
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 A 7.5 magnitude earthquake struck in the northern Pacific and a tsunami 

warning was issued for the closest shores on Russia’s far eastern Kuril 

Islands.  

 The earthquakes of this strength in the region have caused tsunamis in the 

past far from the epicenter of the earthquake. 

 Kuril Islands are stretched from the Japanese island of Hokkaido to the 

southern tip of Russia's Kamchatka Peninsula separating Okhotsk Sea from 

the North Pacific ocean.  

 It consists of 56 islands and minor rocks. 

 

                                                                              MACS 4028 Wheat Variety 

 Recently, scientists from Agharkar Research Institute (ARI), Pune, have developed a 

biofortified durum wheat variety MACS 4028. 

ARI Pune is an autonomous institute under the Department of Science & 

Technology, Government of India. 

 

                                                          Operation Namaste: 

 The Indian Army has code-named its anti-Covid-19 campaign as Operation Namaste 

to help the government in its fight against the pandemic. 

 

                                    Sodium Hypochlorite Sprayed on Migrants 

 The Migrant labourers returning to their homes from urban centres were forced to 

take an open bath with disinfectant before they were allowed to enter Bareilly 

(Uttar Pradesh). 

 It was done in order to prevent Covid-19 from spreading even further in the 

town.  

 The Medical Officer of Bareilly has informed that sodium hypochlorite 

solution was sprayed on the migrants.  

 Sodium hypochlorite is commonly used as a disinfectant, a bleaching agent, 

and also to sanitise swimming pools. 
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                                                                                  Earth Hour  

Earth Hour was observed on 28th March this year.  

 It is the World Wildlife Fund for Nature’s (WWF) annual initiative that began 

in 2007.  

 It is held every year on the last Saturday of March. 

 It encourages people from more than 180 countries to switch off the lights 

from 8.30 pm to 9.30 pm as per their local time. 

                                                                 World Water Day  

 It is observed on 22 March every year. It focuses on the importance of freshwater.  

 It has been observed since 1993 and intends to raise awareness of the 2.2 

billion people living without access to safe water.  

 The theme for 2020 is ‘Water and Climate Change’ which aims to explore 

interrelation between water and climate change.  

 A core focus of World Water Day is to support the achievement of 

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6: water and sanitation for all by 2030. 

 

                                                               Krishna Raja Sagar (KRS) Dam  

The water level in the Krishna Raja Sagar (KRS) Dam in Mandya district (Karnataka) is 

coming down rapidly owing to the increase in the evaporation rate and the 

decrease in the inflows as a result of summer.  

 The Krishna Raja Sagar Dam was built across river Kaveri for the Mysore and 

Mandya districts in Karnataka in 1932. 

                                                                               Teesta River  

The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has opened a 360 feet long bailey suspension 

bridge over Teesta river in Munshithang, Sikkim.  

 The construction was commenced in October 2019 under Project Swastik.  

 The bridge will help the state tourism in growing and facilitate the movement 

of logistics for the Armed Forces deployed in the state.  

 Teesta river is a tributary of the Brahmaputra (known as Jamuna in 

Bangladesh), flowing through India and Bangladesh. 
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                         Covid-19 and ‘Force Majeure’  

In view of the Covid-19 pandemic, Indian Railways has decided that the period from 

22.03.2020 to 14.04.2020 shall be treated under “Force Majeure”.  

 Force Majeure (FM) means extraordinary events or circumstances beyond 

human control such as an event described as an Act of God (like a natural 

calamity) 

 

 

 

                                                  Traditional New Year Festivals  

Chaitra Shukla Pratipada  

 It marks the beginning of the new year of the Vikram Samvat also known as 

the Vedic [Hindu] calendar.  

 Vikram Samvat is based on the day when the emperor Vikramaditya defeated 

Sakas, invaded Ujjain and called for a new era. 

 It is the first day during the waxing phase (in which the visible side of moon is 

getting bigger every night) of the moon in the Chaitra (first month of Hindu 

calendar).  

Gudi Padwa and Ugadi  

 These festivals are celebrated by the people in the Deccan region including 

Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra. 

Navreh  

 It is the lunar new year that is celebrated in Kashmir. € 

 It is the Sanskrit word ‘Nav-Varsha’ from where the word ‘Navreh’ has been 

derived.  
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 It falls on the first day of the Chaitra Navratri.  

 On this day, Kashmiri pandits look at a bowl of rice which is considered as a 

symbol of riches and fertility.  

 

Sajibu Cheiraoba  

 It is a ritual festival of Meiteis which is observed on the first day of Manipur 

lunar month Shajibu, which falls in March/April every year.  

 On the day of the festival, people arrange a joint family feast in which 

traditional cuisines are offered to local deities at the entrance gates of the 

houses. 

 

 

 

 

                                         UN World Happiness Report – 2020  

The Sustainable Development Solutions Network for the United Nations released 

the World Happiness Report on 20th March, 2020.  

March 20 was designated as the World Happiness Day by the UN General Assembly 

in 2012.  

 Top Performers -€ Finland is ranked as the world’s happiest nation for the 

third consecutive year. 

 India, previously ranked at 140 dropped to 144. € 

 Its rank is way lower than its neighbours. Nepal is ranked 92, Pakistan is at 66, 

Bangladesh at 107 and Sri Lanka at 130. 

 

                                                        World Economic Outlook Report:  

IMF Why in News Recently, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) has released its 

World Economic Outlook (WEO) report.  
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The Covid-19 pandemic is having a severe effect on the world economy. As 

countries implement necessary quarantines and social distancing practices to 

contain Covid-19, the world has been put in a Great Lockdown. € 

 It is expected to cause a -3% change (i.e., a contraction) in global output in 

2020, which is much worse than the 2008-09 financial crises. € 

  Case of India: India’s growth is expected to dip to 1.9% in 2020 and rebound 

to 7.4% in 2021. 

                                                     World Bank on India’s Growth  

The World Bank has released the South Asia Economic Focus report. The report saw 

India’s growth at 1.5-2.8% in 2020-21 which is the slowest since 1991 economic 

reforms.  

 The South Asian region has been estimated to grow by 1.8-2.8% in 2020, 

down from the 6.3%, projected six months ago.  

 For 2020-21, for India, estimated growth (1.5-2.8%) is lower than 4.1-5.4% 

estimated in October, 2019.  

 It estimated that India will grow 4.8% to 5% in the 2019-20 fiscal year that 

ended on 31st March, 2020. 

                                                   Natuna Islands dispute 

 Recently, the Chinese fishing fleets have been observed in the waters of the 

South China Sea which are internationally recognised as exclusively 

Indonesia’s to fish.  

 It raises the concerns of the fishermen in Natuna Islands (Indonesia). 

                                                            Operation Sanjeevani  

India supplied 6.2 tonnes of essential medicines to Maldives, under Operation 

Sanjeevani as assistance in the fight against Covid-19.  

 The medicines were delivered by an Hercules C-130J-30 aircraft of Indian Air 

Force. 

 

                                                           Covid-19 & Cytokine Storms  
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Accumulating evidence suggests that a subset of patients with severe Covid-19 

might have a “Cytokine Storm Syndrome” (CSS). 

 CSS is an overly vigorous immune response to a triggering event, mostly, 

certain viral infections.  

 Severe Covid-19 patients are defined by manifestations that include 

respiratory failure requiring mechanical ventilation and shock or organ failure 

that requires intensive care, and may lead to death. 

 

                                                            Armyworm Attack  

The Directorate of Agriculture has reported an armyworm attack on the standing 

crops in the northeastern Dhemaji district of Assam.  

 The pest attack has added to sorrows of the already worried farmers, due to the 

Covid-19 pandemic.  

 The armyworm caterpillar is the larval stage of several species of moths.  

 It has a huge appetite and can feed on more than 80 species of plants 

according to the entomologists. € 

  Entomology is a branch of zoology which involves the scientific study of 

insects. 

                                                       World Health Day  

Every year 7th April marks the celebration of World Health Day.  

 Its idea was conceived at the First Health Assembly in 1948 and came into 

effect in 1950.  

 Aim: To create awareness of a specific health theme to highlight a priority 

area of concern for the World Health Organization (WHO). € 

 Over the years, it has brought to light important health issues such as mental 

health, maternal and child care and climate change.  

 Theme for 2020: Support Nurses and Midwives.  

 2020 has been designated as the International Year of the Nurse and the 

Midwife. 
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                                                        Operation Twist 

  It is the RBI’s simultaneous selling of short-term securities and buying of long term 

securities through Open Market Operations (OMO) in order to bring down long-

term interest rates and bolster short-term rates.  

 € Operation Twist was first used in 1961 by the US Federal Reserve (central 

bank) as a way to strengthen the U.S. dollar and stimulate cash flow into the 

economy. 

 

                                                                      H- 1B Visa 

 

The US President has been requested to suspend the foreign workers programme, 

including H-1B as a huge number of Americans have lost their jobs due to the Covid-

19 pandemic. 

 Indians and H-1B Visa :€ Indians are the largest beneficiaries of the H1B visas 

and held three out of four H1B visas as of 2018, data from the United States 

Citizenship and Immigration Service (USCIS) shows.  

 Indians held 309,986 H1B visas as of 2018, which was 73.9% of the total H1B 

visas issued. € 

 Indians comprised 68% of H1B registrations for Financial Year 2020-21, 

followed by China, which accounted for 13.2%. 

 

                                                                            Deep Fakes  

Recently, cybercrime officials in India have been tracking certain apps and websites 

that produce nude photographs of innocent people using Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

algorithms. 

 Deep Fake: € Deep fakes or deep nudes are computer-generated images and 

videos.  

 Cybercriminals use AI softwares to superimpose a digital composite 

(assembling multiple media files to make a final one) onto an existing video, 

photo or audio. 
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                                                       XI Petersberg Climate Dialogue  

The Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change attended the 11th 

Petersberg Climate Dialogue.  

 The dialogue was held virtually for the first time in the wake of the Covid-19 

pandemic.  

Petersberg Climate Dialogue: € 

 It has been hosted by Germany since 2010 to provide a forum for informal high-

level political discussions, focusing both on international climate negotiations and 

the advancement of climate action. 

 

                                                            Pitch Black   

Recently, Australia has informed India that the exercise Pitch Black 2020, scheduled 

to be held from 27th July to 14th August has been cancelled due to the Covid-19. 

 Exercise Pitch Black is a biennial three-week multilateral air combat training 

exercise hosted by the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF). 

 

                                                                    SAMARTH ERP 

  

The Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) has developed an e-

governance platform ‘SAMARTH Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) ’ under the 

National Mission of Education in Information and Communication Technology 

Scheme (NMEICT).  

 SAMARTH ERP is an open source, open standard enabled robust, secure, 

scalable, and evolutionary process automation engine for Universities and 

Higher Educational Institutions. 
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                                                                   Atmanirbhar Bharat  

the Prime Minister has announced the ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan (or Self-reliant 

India Mission)’ with an economic stimulus package, worth Rs 20 lakh crores aimed 

towards achieving the mission.  

 The announced economic package is 10% of India’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 

in 2019-20.  

The amount includes packages already announced at the beginning of the lockdown 

incorporating measures from the RBI and the payouts under the Pradhan Mantri 

Garib Kalyan Yojana.  

The package is expected to focus on land, labour, liquidity, and laws. 

The Mission would be based on five pillars, namely: € 

1. Economy  

2. Infrastructure, 

3. System  

4. Vibrant Demography € 

5. Demand 

 

                                               Helicopter Money  

The Telangana Chief Minister suggested that the helicopter money can help states 

to come out of the economic chaos created by Covid-19 pandemic.  

Helicopter money: € 

 It is an unconventional monetary policy tool, which involves printing large sums of 

money and distributing it to the public, to stimulate the economy during a recession 

(decline in general economic activity) or when interest rates fall to zero. € 

Under such a policy, a central bank “directly increases the money supply and, via 

the government, distributes the new cash to the population with the aim of 

boosting demand and inflation”.  

 The term was coined by American economist Milton Friedman. It basically denotes 

a helicopter dropping money from the sky.  
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                                                                       Mission Sagar  

India has sent Indian Naval Ship (INS) Kesari, carrying food items and medical 

assistance teams, to countries in the southern Indian Ocean to deal with Covid-19 

pandemic as part of a “Mission Sagar” initiative.  

The countries including Maldives, Mauritius, Madagascar, Comoros and Seychelles 

had requested India for assistance in dealing with the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

                                                                         Silent Hypoxia  

Amidst the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, medical practitioners have reported a 

condition called silent or happy hypoxia, in which patients have extremely low blood 

oxygen levels, yet they do not show signs of breathlessness.  

 It has left medical practitioners confused and many of them are now advocating for 

its early detection as a means to avoid a fatal illness called Covid pneumonia.  

Hypoxia:  

€ It is a condition wherein there is not enough oxygen available to the blood and 

body tissues.  

Hypoxia can either be generalised, affecting the whole body, or local, affecting a 

region of the body. Normal arterial oxygen is approximately 75 to 100 millimetres of 

mercury (mm Hg) and normal pulse oximeter readings usually range from 95 to 

100%. 

 

                                                                           GI Tags  

Chak-Hao, the black rice of Manipur, terracotta of the Gorakhpur (Uttar Pradesh) 

and Kashmir saffron have received the Geographical Indication (GI) tag.  

Chak-Hao Rice  

Chak-Hao is a scented glutinous (sticky) rice which has been in cultivation in 

Manipur over centuries, and is characterized by its special aroma.  
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 The rice is black in colour and takes the longest cooking time of 40-45 minutes due 

to the presence of a fibrous bran layer and higher crude fibre content.  

 It is normally eaten during community feasts and is served as Chak-Hao kheer.  

Chak-Hao has also been used by traditional medical practitioners as part of 

traditional medicine.  

Gorakhpur Terracotta  

The terracotta work of Gorakhpur is a centuries-old traditional art form.  

 

                                 Hindi as Official Court Language in Haryana  

Recently, the Haryana government’s decision to enforce use of Hindi in all courts 

and tribunals across the state has been challenged in the Supreme Court.  

 A petition has been filed to challenge the new Section 3A incorporated into the 

Haryana Official Language (Amendment) Act, 2020.  

Petitioners argue that the amendment was made with the assumption that 

everyone practicing law in Haryana not only knows Hindi but is also fluent in it. 

 

                                                     Operation “Samudra Setu 

 

Recently Indian Navy has launched Operation “Samudra Setu” - meaning “Sea 

Bridge,” as a part of national effort to repatriate Indian citizens from overseas. 

The Indian Mission in the Republic of Maldives is preparing a list of Indian nationals 

to be evacuated by naval ships and will facilitate their embarkation after the 

requisite medical screening. 
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                                                            World Turtle Day  

 

Recently, World Turtle Day was observed on 23rd May to increase attention on 

conservation of Turtles and Tortoises.  

 The theme for the World Turtle Day 2020 is ‘Adopt, Don’t Shop’. 

 

 

                                                   Global Energy Transition Index  

Recently, the World Economic Forum (WEF) has released the annual rankings of the 

global Energy Transition Index. 

 

Highlights of the index:  

Sweden has topped the Energy Transition Index for the third consecutive year and is 

followed by Switzerland and Finland in the top three. 

 • In G20 countries only France (ranked 8th) and the UK (ranked 7th) are in the top 

ten. 

India’s position : India has moved up two positions to rank 74th on a global ‘Energy 

Transition Index’, 2020.  

India has made improvements on all key parameters of economic growth, energy 

security, and environmental sustainability. 

 

                                                             73rd World Health Assembly  

Recently the 73rd World Health Assembly will be conducted virtually due to the 

current COVID-19 pandemic.  

The World Health Assembly is the key decision-making body of the World Health 

Organization, attended by representatives of the United Nation’s 194 member 

states. 
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About the World Health Assembly : 

It is the world’s highest health policy-setting body under the World Health 

Organisation.  

 It is composed of health ministers from member states.  

It is attended by delegations from all WHO Member States and focuses on a specific 

health agenda prepared by the Executive Board. 

 

                                                                   Toman Currency:  

Recently the Iranian Parliament proposed a bill to replace the national currency 

(redenomination), the rial with another basic unit of currency called the Toman. 

 

 

                                               World Migratory Bird Day  

Recently the World Migratory Bird Day has been observed on 9th May 2020.  

The theme of World Migratory Bird Day is “Birds Connect Our World.”  

The theme underscores the importance of conserving and restoring the ecological 

connectivity and integrity of ecosystems that support the natural cycles that are 

essential for the survival and well-being of migratory birds. 

 

                                                                         Atal Tunnel  

 It is a strategic tunnel under Rohtang Pass in the Pir Panjal Ranges of Himachal 

Pradesh.  

 The 8.8-kilometer-long tunnel is the world's longest tunnel above an altitude 

of 3,000 meters.  

 It will reduce the distance between Manali and Leh by 46 kilometers.  

 It will be an all-weather tunnel that will connect remote areas of Lahaul and 

Spiti valley to the nation, even in adverse climate conditions. 
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                                                  Juneteenth Day  

 US President Donald Trump announced to postponement his upcoming election 

rally in Tulsa, Oklahoma on June 19 because it clashed with the Juneteenth, the day 

that celebrates the end of slavery in the US. 

What is Juneteenth?  

 Juneteenth is the portmanteau of June and nineteenth, and while it is not a federal 

holiday, it is recognised as a state holiday in over 45 US states.  

 The day is the oldest nationally celebrated commemoration of the ending of slavery 

in the US and is observed on June 19.  

 It is also known as Emancipation Day or Juneteenth Independence Day. 

 

 

                                                                           PM SVANidhi  

The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) has recently launched a Special 

Micro-Credit Facility Scheme - PM SVANidhi - PM Street Vendor's Atma Nirbhar 

Nidhi, for providing affordable loans to street vendors. 

In this scheme, a vendor can avail a working capital loan of up to Rs. 10,000, which 

is repayable in monthly installments in the tenure of one year. 

 

                                                  Section 69A of the Information Technology Act  

Government has recently banned 59 mobile apps under Section 69A of the 

Information Technology Act read with the relevant provisions of the Information 

Technology (Procedure and Safeguards for Blocking of Access of Information by 

Public) Rules 2009. 
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                                                 Ranbir Singh Committee  

Recently the Ministry of Home Affairs has constituted a 5-member committee 

headed by Dr Ranbir Singh for reforming the provisions of Indian Penal Code and 

other procedural laws. 

It primarily seeks to revise the Indian Penal Code, Code of Criminal Procedure, and 

Indian Evidence Act. 

 

                                                                          Prerak Dauur Samman  

Union Minister has announced a new category of awards titled Prerak Dauur 

Samman as part of Swachh Survekshan-2021.  

 Swachh Survekshan-2021 is the sixth edition of the annual cleanliness survey of 

urban India conducted by Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs.  

The Prerak Daaur Samman has five additional sub-categories -Divya (Platinum), 

Anupam (Gold), Ujjwal (Silver), Udit (Bronze), Aarohi (Aspiring) - with top three 

cities being recognised in each.  

 In Swachh Survekshan 2020, cities are evaluated on the criteria of ‘population 

category’ but for 2021, they will be categorized based on six select indicator wise 

performance criteria. 

Important Ranking  

 Mysuru had won the award for the Cleanest City of India in the first edition (2016) 

of the survey.  

 Indore has retained the top position for three consecutive years (2017, 2018, and 

2019). 

 

                                                       Manodarpan  

Union HRD Minister has recently launched virtually the Manodarpan initiative of 

HRD Ministry under Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.  

About Manodarpan initiative.  
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This initiative will help to provide psychosocial support to students, teachers and 

families for mental health and emotional wellbeing through a website, a toll-free 

helpline, national directory of counselors. 

 

                                                                         Operation Legend  

Recently US President Donald Trump has announced a “surge of federal 

law enforcement” in cities run by Democrats, including Chicago, as part 

of an expanded ‘Operation Legend’. 

 

                            India State of Forest Report (ISFR) 2019 

 

The Ministry for Environment, Forests and Climate Change has released the 
India State of Forest Report (ISFR), 2019. 

 ISFR is a biennial publication of Forest Survey of India (FSI), an 

organization under the Ministry of Environment Forest & Climate Change. 

 The ISFR assesses the forest and tree cover, bamboo resources, carbon 
stock and forest fires. 

 The 2019 report for the first time has assessed the qualitative nature of 
the forest cover, including listing its biodiversity and the type of plants and 
trees found. 

 It also created a national forest inventory for the first time on produce 
from forests. 

Key Findings: 

 Forest Cover 

o Forest Cover (Area-wise) : Madhya Pradesh> Arunachal Pradesh> 
Chhattisgarh> Odisha> Maharashtra. 

o Forest Cover (Percentage): Mizoram (85.4%)> Arunachal Pradesh 
(79.63%)> Meghalaya (76.33%) 

 

Increase in Forest Cover: 

 
The country’s forest cover includes all patches of land with a tree canopy 
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density of more than 10% and more than 1 hectare in area, irrespective of 
land use, ownership and species of trees. 

o The total forest cover of the country is 7,12,249 sq km which 
is 21.67% of the geographical area of the country. 

o The top five states to have shown an increase in forest cover 
include Karnataka (1,025 sq km) > Andhra Pradesh (990 sq km) > 
Kerala (823 sq km) > J&K (371 sq km) > Himachal Pradesh (334 
sq km). 

 

 

 

 

Decline of Forest Cover in North Eastern Region: 

 
 

o Total forest cover in the North Eastern region is 1,70,541 sq km, 
which is 65.05% of its geographical area. 

o There has been a decrease of forest cover to the extent of 765 sq km 
(0.45%) in the region. Except Assam and Tripura, all the States in 
the region show decrease in forest cover. 

 

Forest Cover in Tribal Districts: 

 
The total forest cover in the tribal districts is 4,22,351 sq km, which is 
37.54% of the geographical area of these districts. 

o There has been a decrease of 741 sq km of forest cover within the 
Recorded Forest Area/ Green Wash (RFA/GW) in the tribal districts 
and an increase of 1,922 sq km outside. 

o There has been a decline in tree cover inside forests due to tribal 
populations getting “land titles” (patta) and there has been a rise in 
trees outside the forest area due to an increase in tree plantation and 
afforestation activities. 
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                                               Mulgaonkar principles  

In the criticism against the Supreme Court’s ruling that held advocate Prashant 

Bhushan guilty of contempt of court, his counsel has invoked the ‘Mulgaonkar 

principles’, urging the court to show restrain. 

 

What are the Mulgaonkar principles? 

S Mulgaonkar v Unknown (1978) is a case that led to a landmark ruling about 

contempt.  

 By a 2:1 majority, the court held Mulgaonkar, then editor of The Indian Express, not 

guilty of contempt although the same Bench had initiated the proceedings.  

 Justices P Kailasam and Krishna Iyer formed the majority going against then Chief 

Justice of India M H Beg. Justice Iyer’s counsel of caution in exercising the contempt 

jurisdiction came to be called the Mulgaonkar principles. 

 

Recommendation of National Strategy for Financial Education (NSFE): 2020- 2025 : 

 The document recommends adoption of a '5 C' approach for dissemination of 

financial education. 

These are : 

 Content: Financial Literacy content for various sections of population.  

 Capacity: Develop the capacity and ‘Code of Conduct’ for financial education 

providers.  

 Community: Evolve community led approaches for disseminating financial literacy 

in a sustainable manner.  

 Communication: Use technology, media and innovative ways of communication for 

dissemination of financial education messages.  

 Collaboration: Streamline efforts of other stakeholders for financial literacy. The 

strategy also suggests adoption of a robust monitoring and evaluation framework to 
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assess the progress made Related Information About National Centre for Financial 

Education. 

 

                                                About the Agriculture Infrastructure Fund : 

The Union Cabinet had given the approval to this new pan India Central Sector 

Scheme-Agriculture Infrastructure Fund in July 2020.  

Objective : 

The scheme shall provide a medium - long term debt financing facility for 

investment in viable projects for post-harvest management Infrastructure and 

community farming assets through interest subvention and financial support.  

All loans under this financing facility will have interest subvention of 3% per annum 

up to a limit of Rs. 2 crores. 

 Under the scheme, Rs. One Lakh Crore will be provided by banks and financial 

institutions as loans to:  

a. Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS)  

b. Marketing Cooperative Societies  

c. Farmer Producers Organizations (FPOs)  

d. Self Help Group (SHG)  

e. Farmers, Joint Liability Groups (JLG) 

 

                                                                              Krishi Megh  

Recently Union Agriculture Minister has launched ICAR's data recovery centre - 

Krishi Megh. 

 About Krishi Megh : 

 Krishi Megh has been set up under the National Agricultural Higher Education 

Project (NAHEP), funded by both the government and World Bank.  
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It is a data recovery centre setup to protect the data of the Indian Council of 

Agricultural Research (ICAR).  

 The centre has been set up at National Academy of Agricultural Research 

Management (NAARM), Hyderabad. 

 

                                                  About National Infrastructure Pipeline:  

 It is the investment plan unveiled by the Central Government for enhancing social 

and economic infrastructure projects in India over a period of five years from 2020-

25.  

 The National Infrastructure Pipeline was announced in the Union Budget and is 

aimed at helping India become a $5 trillion economy by 2025.  

The task force chaired by Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of 

Finance has projected infrastructure investment of Rs111 lakh crore during FY 2020-

25. 

 

                                   RBI approves dividend of Rs 57,000 crore to government:  

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has recently approved a dividend payment of Rs 

57,000 crore to the government.  

 The RBI board approved the transfer of Rs 57,128 crore as surplus to the central 

government for the accounting year 2019-20, while deciding to maintain the 

contingency risk buffer at 5.5%, the central bank. 

Related Information : 

 According to the RBI Act of 1934, section “Allocation of Surplus funds” mandates 

for any profits made by the Reserve Bank from its operations to be sent to the 

Centre. 

 

                                                      'Positive Pay' mechanism:  

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has recently introduced 'Positive Pay' mechanism which 

will make cheque payments safer and reduce instances of frauds.  
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Issuers will be able to send all details to their bank, thereby ensuring faster 

clearance of cheques above Rs 50,000.  

What is Positive Pay mechanism?  

 Positive Pay is a fraud detection tool adopted by banks to protect customers 

against forged, altered or counterfeit cheques. 

It cross verifies all details of the cheque issued before funds are encashed by the 

beneficiary. 

 

                                           Export Preparedness Index 2020  

NITI Aayog in partnership with the Institute of Competitiveness has released the 

first Export Preparedness Index (EPI) 2020. About the Export Preparedness Index  

 The Export Preparedness Index intends to identify challenges and opportunities and 

encourage a facilitative regulatory framework.  

 

The index ranked states on four key parameters:  

a. Policy 

 b. Business ecosystem 

 c. Export ecosystem  

d. Export performance 

 Gujarat has topped followed by Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu in the second 

and third place respectively, indicating the presence of strong enabling and 

facilitating factors to promote exports. 

 

                                                          PM-SVANidhi  

Recently the number of loan sanctions and number of applications received under 

PM Street Vendor’s Atma Nirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) scheme have crossed the 
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mark of 1 lakh and 5 lakhs respectively within 41 days of commencement of the 

lending process on July 02, 2020.  

About PM-SVANidhi  

 The PM SVANidhi Scheme was launched by Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs 

under the ambit of ‘AtmaNirbhar Bharat Abhiyan’.  

 It aims at facilitating collateral free working capital loans upto Rs 10,000 of 1-year 

tenure.  

 It covers about 50 lakh street vendors in the urban areas, including those from the 

surrounding peri-urban/ rural areas, to resume their businesses post COVID-19 

lockdown.  

Features of the scheme  

 Incentives in the form of interest subsidy @ 7% per annum on regular 

repayment of loan.  

 Cashback up to Rs 1,200 per annum on undertaking prescribed digital 

transactions.  

 Eligibility for enhanced next tranche of loan have also been provided.  

 Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) is the implementation 

partner for the scheme. 

 

                                        Digital Quality of Life Index 2020  

Recently, the second edition of Digital Quality of Life Index was released by 

Surfshark.  

About Digital Quality of Life Index : 

 It is a global research on the quality of digital wellbeing in 85 countries (81% of the 

global population). 

Highlights of the Index : 

 Scandinavia has the highest number of internet users i.e. 95% as compared to 35% 

in Southern Asia (the least active region globally).  
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The internet speed (mobile and broadband) is higher in countries with high 

Information & Communication Technology (ICT) adoption rates and internet usage.  

Global Rankings  

 The 7 of 10 countries with the highest digital quality of life are in Europe. 

 Canada stands out as a country with the highest digital quality of life in the 

Americas, while Japan takes the leading position in Asia.  

 Indian Rankings: India stands at the overall rank of 57 out of the 85 countries. 

 

 

 

                                                                  Papum Reserve Forest 

 

 

A study based on satellite data has flagged a high rate of deforestation in Papum 

Reserve Forest which is a major hornbill habitat in Arunachal Pradesh.  

 It is an Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas (IBAs) in Arunachal Pradesh.  

 It is located between Itanagar Wildlife Sanctuary to the east and Pakke 

Wildlife Sanctuary to the west.  

 Papum Reserve Forest forms part of the Eastern Himalayas Endemic Bird 

Area.  

 

                                                            Kudremukh National Park  

Recently, the Karnataka administration has said that declaring areas within 1 km 

from the border of Kudremukh National Park as Eco Sensitive Zone (ESZ) will not 

affect the life of residents inside the identified areas. 

 

About Kudremukh National Park : 

 It is located in the Dakshina Kannada, Udupi and Chikmagalur districts of the 

state of Karnataka.  
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 It stretches between Narasimha Parvatha (in Sringeri Taluk) in the north to 

the Jamalabad Fort (in Belthangady Taluk) in the south.  

 It began its existence as a Reserved Forest in the year of 1916 and was 

declared as a National Park in the year of 1987. 

 

                                                              Agatti Island  

 

Recently, the southern bench of the National Green Tribunal (NGT) has granted an 

interim stay on felling of coconut trees on Agatti Island in Lakshadweep under the 

Union Territory’s (UT) Integrated Island Management Plan. 

 

                                                          About Agatti Island  

 It is located in the Lakshadweep.  

 The lagoon area of this island is habitat of coral growth and multicolored coral 

fishes in the lagoons.  

 Fishing is the most important industry which is perhaps the only island 

besides Minicoy getting surplus fish.  

 Next to fishing, coir (coconut fibre) and copra (dried meat or kernel of the 

coconut) are the main industries. 

 

 
                     1776 COMMISSION 

 
US President Donald Trump signed an executive order to set up a 

“national commission to promote patriotic education” in the US. 

About: 

 The 1776 Commission is an education commission proposed by U.S. 
President Donald Trump to support "patriotic education". 

 
 The initiative is an apparent counter to The 1619 Project, a Pulitzer 

Prize-winning collection of essays on African American history of the 
past four centuries, which explores the Black community‟s 
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contribution in nation-building since the era of slavery to modern 
times. 

 
 

 Trump announced the move at a history conference celebrating the 
233rd anniversary of the signing of the US Constitution (on 

September 17, 1787); the document being written in the decade after 
the original 13 colonies declared independence from the British 

Empire in 1776. 
 

 

 

                 GHORAMARA ISLAND 
 

 Ghoramara Island is news as the island is slowly being submerged 

by the sea 
 

 

About Ghoramara Island: 

 
 It is located 92km south of Kolkata in the Sundarbans Delta 

complex of the Bay of Bengal. 

 In fact, every year, with houses and acres of land being swallowed 

by a hungry sea, the topography of the island alters. 

 The total area of Ghoramara was 8.51 sq km in 1975; it was 

reduced to 4.43 sq km in 2012. 

 The rapid erosion of the island, located at the mouth of the Bay of 

Bengal, has grabbed the attention of all those attempting to 

understand how rising sea levels and climate change are impacting 

lives and migration patterns. 
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                                    Komodo Dragon: 

They are the largest lizards on Earth. 

 They have venom glands loaded with toxins which have been 

shown to secrete anticoagulants. 

 Komodo National Park, a UNESCO World Heritage site, is 

situated in the Island of Komodo (eastern Indonesia) and is the 

habitat for this lizard species. 

 IUCN Status of the animal is Vulnerable. 

Why in News? 

According to a recent study, these lizards could become extinct in the 

next few decades due to climate change unless measures are taken to 

change the status quo. 

 

 

                                  Operation Cactus: 

 In 1988, in response to a request from the Maldives, India activated 
Operation Cactus to deploy its military and ensure regime continuity 
in Male. 

 

 

 

 

 


