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Current Affairs 

    FEBRUARY -2020 

1.                                              National 

1.1                             Parliamentary Privileges  
 
Why in news?   A Rajya Sabha member has filed a petition with the 

Chairman of the House seeking to initiate breach of privileges and 
contempt proceedings against the Chief Minister of Kerala after the 
Kerala Assembly passed a resolution against the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act. 
 
What are they? 
 

 Parliamentary privileges are certain rights and immunities enjoyed 
by members of Parliament, individually and collectively, so that 
they can “effectively discharge their functions”. 

 Parliamentary privileges are defined in Article 105 of the Indian 
Constitution and those of State legislatures in Article 194. 

 When any of these rights and immunities are disregarded, the 
offence is called a breach of privilege and is punishable under law 
of Parliament. 

 Besides, Rule No 222 in Chapter 20 of the Lok Sabha Rule Book 
and correspondingly Rule 187 in Chapter 16 of the Rajya Sabha 
rulebook govern privilege. 

 
 Privileges of Parliamentarians: 
 
Freedom of Speech:  According to the Indian Constitution, the members 
of Parliament enjoy freedom of speech and expression. No member can be 
taken to task anywhere outside the four walls of the House (e.g. court of 
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law) or cannot be discriminated against for expressing his/her views in 
the House and its Committees. 
  
Freedom from Arrest:  It is understood that no member shall be 
arrested in a civil case 40 days before and after the adjournment of the 
House (Lok Sabha or Rajya Sabha) and also when the House is in 
session. It also means that no member can be arrested within the 
precincts of the Parliament without the permission of the House to which 
he/she belongs. 
  
Exemption from attendance as witnesses: The members of Parliament 
also enjoy freedom from attendance as witnesses. 
 Privileges of Parliament: 
 
Right to publish debates and proceedings: 
 
Though by convention, the Parliament does not prohibit the press to 
publish its proceedings, yet technically the House has every such right to 
forbid such publication. 
Again, while a member has the privilege of freedom of speech in 
Parliament, he has no right to publish it outside Parliament. 
Anyone violating this rule can be held responsible for any libellous matter 
it may contain under the common law rules. 
 
Right to exclude strangers: 
 
Each house of Parliament enjoys the right to exclude strangers (no-
members or visitors) from the galleries at any time and to resolve to 
debate with closed doors. 
 
Right to punish members and outsiders for breach of its privileges: 
 

 In India, the Parliament has been given punitive powers to punish 
those who are adjudged guilty of contempt of the House. 

 Such contempt can be committed by the members of any House or 
any outsider. When a member of the House is involved for 
parliamentary misbehaviour or commits contempt he can be 
expelled from the House. 
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Right to regulate the internal affairs of the House: 
 

 The House has the right to regulate its internal affairs. A member of 
the House is free to say whatever he likes subject only to the 
internal discipline of the House or the Committee concerned. 

 
What is the privileges committee? 
 

 In the Lok Sabha, the Speaker nominates a committee of privileges 
consisting of 15 members as per respective party strengths. 

  A report is then presented to the House for its consideration. The 
Speaker may permit a half-hour debate while considering the 
report. The Speaker may then pass final orders or direct that the 
report be tabled before the House. 

 A resolution may then be moved relating to the breach of privilege 
that has to be unanimously passed. In the Rajya Sabha, the 
deputy chairperson heads the committee of privileges that 
consists of 10 members. 

 

************ 
 

1.2                               ‘Paramarsh’ scheme : 
 
Why in news?    Ministry of Human Resource Development has 
launched ‘Paramarsh’ scheme. 

 
Aim of the Scheme : 

 

 To improve the global ranking of the Indian higher education 
institutions. 

What is the Scheme? 
 

 It is a University Grants Commission (UGC) scheme for 
mentoring National Accreditation and Assessment Council 
(NAAC) Accreditation Aspirant Institutions to promote Quality 
Assurance in Higher Education. 

 The scheme will be a paradigm shift in the concept of mentoring of 
institution by another well performing institution to upgrade their 
academic performance. 

 Scheme will be operationalized through a “Hub & Spoke” model 
wherein the Mentor Institution, called the “Hub” is centralized and 
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will have the responsibility of guiding the Mentee institution 
through the secondary branches the “Spoke” through the services 
provided to the mentee for self-improvement. 

 This allows a centralized control over operational efficiency, 
resource utilization to attain overall development of the mentee 
institution. 

 
Eligibility criteria by UGC. 

 The eligibility guidelines laid down by UGC say the mentor and 
the mentee can be government, aided, private or self-financing 
institution. 

 The mentor institution should be NAAC accredited with an A 
grade. 

 
About NAAC : 

 
 The NAAC is an autonomous body that assesses and accredits 

higher education institutions (HEIs) in India. 
 It assesses the higher learning institutes on the basis of seven 

parametres. 

 The parametres include teaching-learning and evaluation, 
infrastructure and learning resources, research, innovation and 
extension, curricular aspects, governance, leadership and 
management, student support and progression and institutional 
values and best practices. 
 

************ 
 
 
1.3            Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) : 
 
Why in news?    Maharashtra has become the first state in the 

country to integrate its land records with the web portal of the Pradhan 
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY). 
 

 This will help in checking the cases of “over-insurance” — 
insurance of more land than in possession — as well as insurance 
of ineligible people. 

 Maharashtra also counts itself among the top five states in the 
country in terms of payment of claims under the PMFBY. 
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 During the financial year 2018-19, the state had 1.39 crore farmers 
opting for the scheme and the total premium collected was Rs 
4,778.30 crore. 

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) : 
 

 The Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana was launched in 2016 
and is being administered by the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare. 

 It provides a comprehensive insurance cover against failure of the 
crop thus helping in stabilising the income of the farmers. 

 Scope: All food & oilseed crops and annual 
commercial/horticultural crops for which past yield data is 
available. 

 Premium: The prescribed premium is 2% to be paid by farmers 
for all Kharif crops and 1.5% for all rabi crops. In the case of 
annual commercial and horticultural crops, the premium is 5%. 

 The scheme is compulsory for loanee farmers availing Crop Loan 
/Kisan Credit Card (KCC) account for notified crops and voluntary 
for others. 

 The scheme is implemented by empanelled general insurance 
companies.  

 The selection of the Implementing Agency (IA) is done by the 
concerned State Government through bidding. 

 

************ 
 

1.4         Annual Status of Education Report (ASER)2019 : 
 
Why in news?   Annual Status of Education Report flags poor learning 
outcomes in schools. 
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More about the news : 
 

 It is an annual status report released by the Non-Profit 
Organization Pratham. 

 ASER surveyors visited almost 37,000 children between 4 and 8 
years in 26 rural districts across 24 States. 

 They asked each child to do a variety of tasks testing cognitive 
skills, sort images by colour and size, recognize patterns, and fit 
together a four-piece animal puzzle as well as simple literacy and 
numeracy tests. 

 Social and emotional development was tracked through activities 
using cards with faces showing happiness, sadness, anger and 
fear. 

 
Key findings of the survey : 
 

 Number of girls enrolled in government schools is higher than 
number of boys. On the other hand, number of boys enrolled in 
private institutions is higher than that of girls. 

 Only 39% of girls aged 6-8 are enrolled in private schools in 
comparison to almost 48% of boys. 

 Only 16% of children in Class 1 in 26 surveyed rural districts 
can read text at the prescribed level, while almost 40% cannot 
even recognize letters. 

 Of six-year olds in Class 1, 41.5% of those in private schools could 
read words in comparison to only 19% from government schools. 

 Similarly, 28% of those in government schools could do simple 
addition as against 47% in private schools. 

 The report also found that more than a quarter of Class 1 students 
in government schools are only 4 or 5 years old, younger than 
the recommended age. 

 

************ 
 

1.5                Agreement on Bru-Reang refugee crisis 
 
Why in news?   Union Minister for Home Affairs presided over the 
signing of an agreement between Government of India, Governments of 
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Tripura and Mizoram and Bru-Reang representatives in New Delhi to 
end the 23-year old Bru-Reang refugee crisis. 
More about : 
 

 A permanent solution has been arrived to this long standing issue 
of rehabilitating thousands of Bru-Reang people in Tripura and 
they can now look towards a bright future. 

 Under the new agreement, around 34,000 Bru refugees will be 
settled in Tripura and would be given aid from the Centre to help 
with their rehabilitation and all round development, through a 
package of around Rs 600 crores. 

 These people would get all the rights that normal residents of the 
States get and they would now be able to enjoy the benefits of 
social welfare schemes of Centre and State governments. 

 The government of Tripura would provide the land under this 
agreement. 

Background : 
 

 In 1997, following ethnic tension, around 5,000 families 
comprising around 30,000 Bru-Reang tribals were forced to flee 
Mizoram and seek shelter in Tripura. 

 These people were housed in temporary camps at Kanchanpur, 
in North Tripura. 

 Since 2010, Government of India has been making sustained 
efforts to permanently rehabilitate these refugees. 

 The Union government has been assisting the two State 
governments for taking the care of the refugees. 

 On 3rd July, 2018, an agreement was signed between the 
Union government, the two State governments and 
representatives of Bru-Reang refugees, as a result of which the aid 
given to these families was increased substantially. 

 There had been a sustained demand of most Bru-Reang families 
that they may be allowed to settle down in Tripura, considering 
their apprehensions about their security. 

 
************ 
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1.6                        Police Commissioner System 
 
Why in news?   Recently, the Uttar Pradesh government gave nod to the 
implementation of the police commissionerate system in the two 
cities, Lucknow and Noida. 
 

 The Additional Director General of Police rank officer would be 
appointed as commissioner and will have two Inspector General of 
Police Rank officers as deputies. 

 The current system would be monitored for six-months on a review 
basis to know its effectiveness in handling law and order better and 
the earlier system of District Magistrates (DMs) would be done 
away on an experimental basis. 

Key Points : 
 Apart from these, the new team would also have a special 

Superintendent of Police (SP) appointed for women security to 
ensure control of crime related to women and timely investigation 
of the registered cases. 

 Also, there would be another SP rank officer who would be in 
charge of Traffic management. CCTV cameras would be installed 
at different places in these two cities for better traffic 
management and also for law and order. 
 

Police Commissionerate System : 
Under the 7th Schedule of the Constitution, Police is under the State 
list. It means individual states can legislate and exercise control over this 
subject. 

 At the district level, a ‘dual system’ of control exists, in which the 
SP has to work with the DM for supervising police administration. 

At the metropolitan level, many states have replaced the dual system 
with the commissionerate system, as it is supposed to allow for faster 
decision-making to solve complex urban-centric issues. 

 Almost all states barring Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, UT of J&K, and 
some Northeastern states have a commissioner ate system. 

 The British brought the system first in Kolkata and followed it in 
Mumbai and Chennai presidencies. Delhi turned into a 
commissionerate during 1977-1979. 

In the commissionerate system, the Commissioner of Police (CP) is the 
head of a unified police command structure. 

 He/she is responsible for the force in the city and is accountable to 
the state government. 
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 The office also has magisterial powers, including those related to 
regulation, control, and licensing. 

 Under this system, the commissioner does not report to the DM. 
CP is drawn from the Deputy Inspector General rank or above and is 
assisted by Special/Joint/Additional/Deputy Commissioners. 
 
Dual System : 

 Under the colonial system, the overall in-charge of a district or 
region was the district collector and the SP reported to him. 

 The powers of the executive magistrate, such as issuing orders for 
preventive arrests or imposition of Section 144 CrPC, were vested 
in the district collector. 

 This was called the dual system of police administration. 
 

************ 
 

1.7                                     CARA 
 
Why in news?   Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) has 
celebrated its 5th Annual Day recently. 

 CARA has conducted various training programmes and workshops 
at national and state levels for all the stakeholders of the adoption 
programme. 

 It has also carried out a number of advocacy programs through 
various mediums for creating awareness and sensitization of 
the general public. 

 It is giving emphasis to the rehabilitation of older and special needs 
children in various Child Care Institutions across the country. 

 
Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) : 

 Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) has been set up as a 
statutory body of the Ministry of Women and Child Development. 

 It functions as a nodal body for the adoption of Indian children 
and is mandated to monitor and regulate in-country and inter-
country adoption. 

 CARA is designated as the Central Authority to deal with inter-
country adoptions in accordance with the provisions of the Hague 
Conventions on Inter-Country Adoptions, 1993, ratified by the 
Government of India in 2003. 
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 CARA primarily deals with adoption of orphan, abandoned and 
surrendered children through its associated /recognised adoption 
agencies. 
 

Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction 
 Hague Convention is a multilateral treaty which came into existence 

on 1st December 1983. 
 It is an international treaty to ensure the prompt return of the child 

who has been “abducted” from the country of their “habitual 
residence”. 

 The Convention applies to children age under 16 years. 

 
 

************ 
 

1.8                                ‘SFURTI Scheme’    
 
Why in news ?        A total amount of Rs 2.3 crores has been sanctioned 
for the scheme SFURTI in the budget 2020. 

About the SFURTI Scheme: 

Ministry - MSME (Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises) 

 The scheme SFURTI-Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of 
Traditional industries was launched in 2005 with the view to 
promote Cluster development. 

 Under the Scheme, financial assistance is provided for development 
of Khadi, coir and village Industries clusters. 

 The following schemes are being merged into SFURTI 
 The Scheme for Enhancing Productivity and Competitiveness of 

Khadi Industry and Artisans. 

 The Scheme for Product Development, Design Intervention and 
Packaging (PRODIP). 

 The Scheme for Rural Industries Service Center (RISC) 

 Other small interventions like Ready Warp Units, Ready to Wear 
Mission, etc. 

 

 



 

www.vaidicslucknow.com Page 13 
 

Objectives of Scheme: 

 To organize the traditional industries and artisans into clusters to 
make them competitive and provide support for their long term 
sustainability 

 To provide sustained employment for traditional industry artisans 
and rural entrepreneurs. 

 To enhance marketability of products of such clusters. 

 To equip traditional artisans of the associated clusters with the 
improved skills. 

 To make provision for common facilities and improved tools and 
equipment for artisans. 

Who can apply? 

 Non-Government organizations (NGOs) 

 Institutions of the Central and State Governments 

 Semi-Government institutions 

 Field functionaries of State and Central Govt. 
 Panchayati Raj institutions (PRIs) 

 

                                   ************ 
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2.                          International 

2.1                              Raisina Dialogue  
 
Why in news?   Fifth edition of the Raisina Dialogue is being held in 
New Delhi. 
 

 More than 700 international participants, including 80 from 
African countries, are attending the meet. 

 This year`s Dialogue is titled `Navigating the Alpha Century`. 
 
About the Raisina Dialogue: 
 

 This is an annual geo-political event, organised by the Ministry of 
External Affairs and Observer Research Foundation (ORF). 

 It is designed to explore prospects and opportunities for Asian 
integration as well as Asia’s integration with the larger world. 

 It is predicated on India’s vital role in the Indian Ocean Region and 
how India along with its partners can build a stable regional 
and world order. 

 
Participants: 
 

 The conference is a multi-stakeholder, cross-sectoral meeting 
involving policy and decision-makers, including but not limited to 
Foreign, Defence and Finance Ministers of different countries, high-
level government officials and policy practitioners, leading 
personalities from business and industry, and members of the 
strategic community, media and academia. 

 
Significance of the event: 
 

 The Raisina Dialogue was born in 2016, in the belief that the 
Asian century that the world was talking about was not about any 
exclusive geographical region.  

 It was rather about the engagement of global actors with Asia and 
of Asia with the world.  

 So this dialogue took birth as a platform, where the old and the 
new could work together, to discover their connections, their inter-
dependence. 
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************ 
 
2.2                           Henley Passport Index  
 
Why in news?   India slips 5 spots on Henley Passport Index that was 
released recently. 
 
About the Index: 

 The Henley Passport Index (HPI) is a global ranking of countries 
according to the travel freedom for their citizens. 

 The index began in 2006. 
 The ranking is based on data from the International Air 

Transport Association (IATA). 
 The index includes 199 different passports and 227 different 

travel destinations. The data are updated in real time as and 
when visa policy changes come into effect. 
 

Key Findings: 
 Japan has been topping the Index for three straight years. 

 Afghanistan, at rank 107, the weakest.  
 India ranked 84th in the world. 
 Translates into visa-free access to 58 destinations, including 33 

which give Indians visas on arrival.  
 Twenty of the 58 visa-free access destinations in the 2020 list 

are in Africa, and 11 each in Asia and the Caribbean.  

 Serbia is the only European country to which Indian passport 
holders can travel visa-free. 

 
About IATA: The International Air Transport Association is a trade association of 
the world’s airlines. IATA supports airline activity and helps formulate industry 
policy and standards. 

 It is headquartered in Montreal, Quebec, Canada with Executive Offices in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

 Consisting of 290 airlines, primarily major carriers, representing 117 countries, the 
IATA’s member airlines account for carrying approximately 82% of total available air 
traffic. 
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2.3                       Global Social Mobility Index   
Why in news? The World Economic Forum (WEF) has come out with 
its first-ever Global Social Mobility Report. 
 
What is Social Mobility? 

 Social Mobility is the upward or downward movement of an 
individual in personal circumstances in relation to their 
parents. 

 It can be measured against a number of outcomes ranging from 
health to educational achievement and income. 

 
About the Index: 
  

 The index measures parameters required for creating equal 
opportunity for all. 

 According to the report, Denmark ranks the first followed by 
Finland. 

 The five economies with the most to gain from boosting social 
mobility are China, the United States, India, Japan and 
Germany. 

 
Countries’ social mobility was measured based on following five key 
dimensions distributed over 10 pillars – 
 

 Health; education (access, quality and equity) 
 Technology; work (opportunities, wages, conditions) 
 Protections and institutions (social protection and inclusive 

institutions) 
 
About India: 

 India has ranked 76th place out of 82 countries on Social 
Mobility Index. 

 It ranks 41st in lifelong learning and 53rd in working conditions. 

 The Areas of improvement for India include social protection 
(76th) and fair wage distribution (79th). 

Note – Among the world’s large emerging economies, the Russian 
Federation is the most socially mobile of the BRICS grouping, ranking 
39th. 

 
************ 
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2.4                                   (WESO) Report 
 
Why in news?    Global unemployment projected to rise by around 2.5 
million in 2020 as per the UN labour report. 
 
More about the news : 
 

 The International Labour Organization (ILO) forecasts that 
unemployment will rise by about 2.5 million this year. 

 Report states that, moderate or extreme working poverty is 
expected to edge up in 2020-21 in developing countries, 
increasing the obstacles to achieving Sustainable Development 
Goal 1 on eradicating poverty everywhere by 2030. 

 The annual WESO Trends report by International Labour 
Organization (ILO) analyses key labour market issues, including 
unemployment, labour underutilization, working poverty, income 
inequality, labour income share and factors that exclude people 
from decent work. 

 
Key findings of the report : 
 

1. The number of people unemployed around the world stands at 
some 188 million. 

2. Currently working poverty affects more than 630 million workers, 
or one in five of the global working population. 
 Working poverty is defined as earning less than USD 3.20 per 

day in purchasing power parity terms. 
3. Inequalities related to gender, age and geographical location 

continue to plague the job market, with the report showing that 
these factors limit both individual opportunity and economic 
growth. 

4. 165 million people do not have enough paid work, and 120 million 
have either given up actively searching for work or otherwise 
lack access to the labour market. 

5. Almost half a billion people are working fewer paid hours than they 
would like or lack adequate access to paid work. 

6. The rise in trade restrictions and protectionism, which could have a 
significant impact on employment, is seen as a potentially 
worrying trend. 
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************ 
 

2.5                              Democracy Index 2019: 
 
Why in news? India has slipped 10 places in the 2019 Democracy 
Index to 51st  position. In 2018, India was ranked at 41. 

 The Democracy Index (began in 2006) which is prepared by 
the Economist Intelligence Unit, provides a snapshot of the state of 
democracy worldwide in 165 independent states and two territories. 

 The Economist Intelligence Unit is the research and analysis division of 
The Economist Group, which is the sister company to The Economist 
newspaper. 

Democracy Index is Based on five categories: 

 
Civil liberties, 

1. Electoral process and pluralism; 
2. Functioning of government; 
3. Political participation; and 
4. Political culture. 

 The countries are scored on a scale of 0 to 10 on 60 indicators within 
the above categories. 

 Based on their scores, each country is classified as one of four types 
of regimes: 

 Full democracy (scores greater than 8); 
 Flawed democracy (greater than 6 and up to 8); 
 Hybrid regime (greater than 4 and up to 6); and 
 Authoritarian regime (less than or equal to 4). 

Fall in Global Score 

 The average global score has fallen from 5.48 in 2018 to 5.44 in 
2019. This is the worst average global score since 2006. 

 Cause: Driven by sharp regressions in Latin America and Sub-
Saharan Africa, four out of the five categories that make up the global 
average score have deteriorated. 

There are only 22 “full democracies” as compared to 54 “authoritarian 
regimes” and as many “flawed democracies”. 



 

www.vaidicslucknow.com Page 19 
 

 Almost one-half (48.4%) of the world’s population live in a 
democracy of some sort, although only 5.7% reside in a “full 
democracy”, down from 8.9% in 2015 as a result of the US being 
demoted from a “full democracy” to a “flawed democracy” in 
2016. 

 The total score of some 68 countries declined from 2018, but 
almost as many (65) recorded an improvement. 

 Thailand registered the biggest improvement in score owing to an 
election in March 2019, which was the first since the military coup 
d’état in May 2014. 

 China registered the greatest decline because of discrimination 
against minorities, especially in Xinjiang, and digital 
surveillance of the population. 

India’s Performance: 

 Fall in Score: India’s score is down from  7.23 in 2018 to 6.90 in 2019. 
This is the lowest score since 2006. 

 Primary Cause: Erosion of civil liberties in the country.  

Specified examples include: 

 Stripping of Jammu and Kashmir’s special status with the repeal of 
Articles 370 and 35A and the various security measures that followed 
the bifurcation of the state including restriction of Internet access. 

The exclusion of 1.9 million people from the final National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) in Assam and with the majority of people excluded being 
Muslims. 

On the Citizenship Amendment Act, the report said that the law has 
enraged the large Muslim population, stoked communal tensions and 
generated large protests in major cities. 

 Flawed Democracy: India’s score of 7.23 places it in the “flawed 
democracy” category i.e. countries that hold free and fair elections and 
where basic civil liberties are respected, but have significant 
weaknesses in aspects of democracy, such as problems in governance, 
an underdeveloped political culture and low levels of political 
participation. 

 Comparison with Other Countries: In Asia and Australasia region, 
India ranks eighth, even behind countries like Taiwan and Timor-
Leste. 
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 The United States, with a score of 7.96 that is just below the 
benchmark for a “full democracy”, is a “flawed democracy”, in the 
same category as India. 

 Bangladesh (5.88) is in a “flawed democracy” category. 
 Pakistan, with a score of 4.25, is categorised as a “hybrid 

democracy”; 
 China (2.26) and North Korea (bottom-ranked with 1.08) are 

categorised as “authoritarian regimes”; and 
 Norway (top-ranked with 9.87) is counted as a “full democracy”.  
 Following Norway at the top of the rankings are Iceland (9.58), Sweden 

(9.39) and New Zealand (9). 

 
 

************ 
 

2.6                               WBL Index 2020 
 

Why in News? India scores highest among South Asian nations 
in Women, Business and Law Index released recently. 

Women, Business and the Law: 

 A woman, Business and the Law (WBL) is a World Bank Group 
project collecting unique data on the laws and regulations that 
restrict women's economic opportunities. 

Women, Business and Law (WBL) Index: 

 Women, Business and the Law (WBL) measures gender 
inequality in the law.  

 Released by: World Bank 

Eight parameters: 

 The study examined laws and regulations affecting women’s 
economic opportunities across 190 

 There were eight parameters – 
 Workplace 
 Pay 
 Mobility 
 Marriage 
 Parenthood 
 Pensions 
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 Assets 
 Entrepreneurship 

Global Performance: 

 Only eight economies among the 190 score the perfect 100 on the 
WBL Index. 

 These are Belgium, Denmark, France, Iceland, Latvia, Luxembourg, 
Sweden and Canada. 

About India 

 India is placed 117th among 190 countries. 
 The country gained 4 per cent year-on-year with a score of 74.4 out 

of 100. 
 Among the BRICS countries, India’s score is only second to the 

last. 
 South Africa tops the WBL index, followed by Brazil. 

 
 

************ 
 

2.7            Global Talent Competitiveness Index (GTCI)  
 
Why in news?    India has climbed eight places to 72nd rank in the 
2020 Global Talent Competitiveness Index (GTCI), which was topped 
by Switzerland, the US and Singapore. 
 
More about the Index : 
 

 The Global Talent Competitiveness Index (GTCI) report is 
compiled by INSEAD in collaboration with human resource firm 
Addeco and Google. 
1. INSEAD is one of the world’s leading and largest graduate 

business schools with locations all over the world and alliances 
with top institutions. 

 It is an annual benchmarking report that measures and ranks 
countries based on their ability to grow attract and retain 
talent. 

 This is the seventh edition of the Global Talent Competitiveness 
Index (GTCI) report. 
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 Theme for 2020 Edition was ‘Global Talent in the Age of 
Artificial Intelligence’. 
 This year’s GTCI report explores how the development of 

artificial intelligence (AI) is not only changing the nature of 
work but also forcing a re-evaluation of workplace practices, 
corporate structures and innovation ecosystems. 

 
World Scenario : 
 

 Switzerland topped the list of 132 nations, followed by the United 
States and Singapore. 

 Report noted that the gap between high income, talent-rich nations 
and the rest of the world is widening. 

 More than half of the population in the developing world lack basic 
digital skills. 

 Sweden (4th), Denmark (5th), the Netherlands (6th), Finland (7th), 
Luxembourg (8th), Norway (9th) and Australia (10th) complete the 
top 10 league table. 

 In the BRICS grouping, China was ranked 42nd, Russia (48th), 
South Africa (70th) and Brazil at 80th position. 

 
Case of India : 
 

 India ranks 72 in the Index. 

 India’s key strength relates to growing (44th) talent, primarily 
by virtue of the possibilities for Lifelong Learning and Access to 
Growth Opportunities. 

 Its highest-ranked sub-pillar, however, is Employability (28th), 
but the ability to match labour market demand and supply stands 
in contrast to the country’s poor Mid-Level Skills, which result in 
a mediocre score in Vocational and Technical Skills. 

 India’s greatest challenge is to address its weak ability to attract 
and retain talent. 

 With regard to the former pillar, there is a need to strengthen the 
role of minorities and women in order to raise the level of Internal 
Openness. 

 
************ 
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2.8                              Group of Seven (G7) 
 
Why in News?    The economic performance across G7 nations and 
leading emerging markets is expected to be muted. 

 About G7: 

 The Group of Seven (G7) comprises seven leading industrialised 
nations: the United States of America, the United Kingdom, 
France, Italy, Japan, Canada and Germany. 

 In addition, the European Union sends representatives to all the 
meetings. 

 The G7 Summit 2019 in France and in 2020 USA. 

 The G7 countries represent over 46% of the gross domestic 
product globally based on nominal values. 

 These countries represent over 32% of the GDP based on 
Purchasing Power Parity (PPP). 

 The countries in this group have more than 62% of the global net 
wealth. 

Goals of the G7: 

 The G7 sees itself as a community of values that stands for peace, 
security and a self-determined life all around the world. 

 Freedom and human rights, democracy and the rule of law, as 
well as prosperity and sustainable development are key principles 
of the G7. 

Background: 

 In 1975 the then French President Valéry Giscard d’Estaing and 
the then German Chancellor Helmut Schmidt invited other 
countries to join them for the first World Economic Summit, 
which later evolved into the G7 and then the G8. 

 The other founding members of this Group of Six (G6) were the 
United Kingdom, Italy, Japan and the United States of America. 

 When Canada joined in 1976, it became the Group of Seven (G7). 
Russia became the eighth member at the 1998 Summit in 
Birmingham, UK, turning the G7 into the G8. 

 

 



 

www.vaidicslucknow.com Page 24 
 

Russia and G7: 

 In March 2014 the G7 decided that, in view of Russia’s illegal 
annexation of Crimea, meaningful discussions within the context 
of the G8 are currently not possible. Since then the meetings have 
continued in the G7 format. 

                                           

************ 

 

3.                           Economy 
 

3.1                               Agro-Biodiversity  
 
Why in news?   Recently, the Ministry of Human Resources 
Development brought out school ‘Nutrition Garden’ guidelines, 
encouraging students to identify fruits and vegetables best suited to 
topography, soil and climate. 

Nutrition Garden envisages providing students lifelong social, numerical 
and presentation skills, care for living organisms and teamwork, besides 
being used in the Mid-Day meal scheme. 

Based on Nutrition Garden, agrobiodiversity can be contemplated all 
across India, to address India’s hunger issues. 

What is Agrobiodiversity? 

Agrobiodiversity is the result of the interaction between the environment, 
genetic resources and management systems and practices used by 
culturally diverse people. 

 It comprises the diversity of genetic resources (varieties, breeds) and 
species used for food, fodder, fibre, fuel and pharmaceuticals. 

 It also includes the diversity of non-harvested species that support 
production (soil microorganisms, predators, pollinators), and those in 
the wider environment that support agro-ecosystems (agricultural, 
pastoral, forest and aquatic) as well as the diversity of the agro-
ecosystems. 
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Benefits of Agrobiodiversity: 

 Increases productivity, food security, and economic returns. 

 Reduces the pressure of agriculture on fragile areas, forests and 
endangered species. 

 Makes farming systems more stable, robust, and sustainable. 

 Contributes to sound pest and disease management 

 Conserves soil and increase natural soil fertility and health. 

 Reduces dependency on external inputs. 

 Improves human nutrition and provides sources of medicines and 
vitamins. 

 Conserve ecosystem structure and stability of species diversity. 

Significance of Agrobiodiversity for India: 

India’s promising genetic resources include rice from Tamil Nadu 
(Konamani), Assam (Agni bora) and Kerala (Pokkali), Bhalia Wheat and 
mushroom (Guchhi) from Himachal Pradesh and rich farm animal 
native breeds — cattle (42), buffaloes (15), goat (34), sheep (43) and 
chicken (19). Since, genetic diversity of crops, livestock and their wild 
relatives, are fundamental to improve crop varieties and livestock 
breeds, this can help in the following ways: 

 In combating hunger: India is ranked 102 in the Global Hunger Index 
(GHI) out of 117 qualified countries. 

 Hunger is defined by caloric deprivation; protein hunger; hidden hunger 
by the deficiency of micronutrients. 

 Malnutrition: Nearly 47 million or four out of 10 children in India do 
not meet their potential because of chronic undernutrition or stunting. 
 

 This leads to diminished learning capacity, increased chronic 
diseases, low birth-weight infants from malnourished parents. 

 The global nutrition report pegs 614 million women and more than 
half the women in India aged 15-49 as being anaemic. 

 Agrobiodiversity can help in nutrition-sensitive farming and bio-
fortified foods. 

 For instance, moringa (drumstick) has micronutrients and sweet potato 
is rich in Vitamin A. There are varieties of pearl millet and sorghum rich 
in iron and zinc. 
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 This will help India achieve UN Sustainable Development Goal 2 (Zero 
Hunger) and the Aichi Biodiversity Target (focuses on countries 
conserving the genetic diversity of plants, farm livestock and wild 
relatives). 

Agrobiodiversity In India: 

 Across the world, 37 sites are designated as Globally Important 
Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS), of which three are Indian — 
Kashmir (saffron), Koraput (traditional agriculture) and Kuttanad (below 
sea-level farming). 

 In India, over 811 cultivated plants and 902 of their wild relatives have 
been documented. 

Challenges to Agrobiodiversity: 

 Loss of crop genetic resources due to adopting new crop varieties 
without conserving traditional varieties. For example, Bt cotton. 

 Similarly, there are concerns on high output breeds for production of 
meat, milk and eggs. Crossbreeding of foreign breeds with indigenous 
breeds leads to erosion of genetically diverse pool. 

 Out of 2,50,000 globally identified plant species, about 7,000 have 
historically been used in human diets. 

 Today, only 30 crops form the basis of the world’s agriculture and 
just three species of maize, rice and wheat supply more than half the 
world’s daily calories. 

Way Forward: 

 There is a need for a comprehensive policy on ‘ecological 
agriculture’ to enhance native pest and pollinator population providing 
ecosystem services for the agricultural landscape. 

 Bio-village concept: Ecologically sensitive farming can be done by 
conserving crop wild relatives of cereals, millets, oilseeds, fibres, 
forages, fruits and nuts, vegetables, spices etc. for crop genetic diversity 
healthier food. 

 Providing incentives for farmers cultivating native varieties and those 
conserving indigenous breeds of livestock and poultry varieties. 

 Community seed banks should be encouraged in each agro-climatic 
zone. 

 Developing a national level invasive alien species policy is required 
to identify pathways, mapping, monitoring, managing, controlling and 
eradicating invasive species. 
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 The consumption pattern and culinary diversity must be enlarged to 
increase India’s food basket. 

 

************ 
 

3.2                      Special Safeguard Mechanism (SSM) : 
 

WTO’s Special Safeguard Mechanism (SSM) is a protection measure 
allowed for developing countries to take contingency restrictions against 
agricultural imports that are causing injuries to domestic farmers.  

The contingency measure is imposition of tariff if the import surge causes 
welfare loss to the domestic poor farmers. The design and use of the SSM 
is an area of conflict under the WTO. 

What are safeguards? 

In WTO’s terms, safeguards are contingency or emergency restrictions on 
imports taken temporarily to deal with special circumstances such as a 
surge in imports. Contingency restriction means imposition of an 
import tax if the imports are causing injuries to domestic agricultural 
sector.  

The original GATT itself allows such restrictions to protect domestic 
economy. 

Doha Development Agenda and the origin of the SSM: 

  At the Doha Ministerial Conference, the developing countries were given 
a concession to adopt a Special Safeguard Mechanism (SSM) besides the 
existing safeguards (like the Special Agricultural Safeguard or the 
SSG).  

 This SSM constituted an important part of the promises offered to 
the developing world at Doha (known as Doha Development 
Agenda) and the Doha MC became known as a development 
round.  

 As mentioned, the Special Safeguard Mechanism (SSM) allowed 
developing countries to raise import duties on agricultural products 
in response to import surges. 
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Difference between SSM and other safeguards under Agreement on 
Agriculture: 

 The SSG was available to all countries- both developing and 
developed whereas the SSM is allowable only to the developing 
countries. 

  It is to be mentioned that the SSG was available as it was 
inducted under the GATT agreement; whereas the SSM was the 
invention of the Doha MC. 

Conflict among WTO members about the structure of the SSM: 

But the design of exact rules of the SSM created conflict among the WTO 
members. Setting the conditions for putting restrictions on imports and 
the amount of tariff imposition became contentious issues and it caused 
the delay in the implementation of the entire Doha Development 
Agenda. Powerful negotiating countries at the WTO, the US and India 
had conflicting versions about the structure of the SSM.  

Other countries joined the two sides later. The G33 supports India’s 
stand whereas the advanced countries and some agricultural exporting 
countries like Brazil supports the US stand. 

What should be the level of tariff that can be imposed on injurious 
imports? 

India argued for higher level of tariff and lower import surge for making 
the SSM. On the other hand, the US and allies argued for lower tariffs 
and higher imports for using the SSM. 

 In 2008, the trade discussions got to a standstill because of the above 
conflicting views on SSM; especially due to the difference among the US 
and India.   

  The developed countries want developing nations, including India, to 
agree to use SSM instrument when imports surge on a sustained basis 
by 40% over the previous year.  

On the other hand, India and the G33 insist that the mechanism can 
come into play if imports rise by about 10%. 

 

      *************** 
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3.3                        Economic Survey 2019-20 
 

The Chief Economic Advisor (CEA) Krishnamurthy V Subramanian tabled 
the Economic Survey 2019-20 in the Parliament on January 31, 2019, 
just a day before the presentation of Union Budget 2020-21. 

Theme of Economic Survey 2020 – “Enable Markets, Promote 'Pro-
Business' Policy &  Strengthen 'Trust' in Economy” 

 

 

Key Highlights: 

 India’s Overall Economic Performance in 2019-20: GDP, 
Inflation, Fiscal Developments, GST 

 India witnessed a GDP growth of 4.8% in the first half of 2019-20 
amidst weakened global trade and demand 

 Growth of Agriculture and allied activities & Public administration, 
defence, and other services’ was higher in the first half of 2019-20 
in comparison to second half 2018-19. 
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 Current Account Deficit (CAD) contracted to 1.5% of GDP in H1 of 
2019-20 

 Remarkable Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) and increase of foreign 
exchange reserves 

 Headline inflation mounted from 3.3% in the first half of 2019-20 
to 7.35% in December 2019-20 due to food inflation rise 

 Survey predicts 5% GDP growth for 2019-20 overall based on 
CSO’s first Advance Estimates 

 Revenue Receipts registered higher growth in H1 of 2019-20 

 Gross GST monthly collections crossed Rs 1 lakh crore for five 
times in 2019-20 till December 2019 

Entrepreneurship and Wealth Creation 

 The Survey calls for the creation of wealth through: 

  Entrepreneurship of the working class 

 Pro-business policies to test the power of competitive markets 

  Elimination of policies that weaken the markets 

 Integration of Assemble in India into Make in India 

 Scaling up of the banking sector 

 Privatization to foster efficiency 
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GDP Growth in 2020-21: Economic Survey 2019-20 projects the GDP 
Growth of 6% - 6.5% in fiscal 2020-21. 

Wealth Creation: Invisible Hand Supported by Hand of Trust 
The Economic Survey talks about the need to bring openness in the 
market for the creation of wealth through increased investment. 

 In light of this, the survey points towards an Invisible Hand that is 
supported by the Hand of Trust. It presents an amalgamation of old and 
new; old in terms of ancient Indian tradition and new suggests the use of 
FinTech in Indian Public Sector Banks. 

 It calls for strengthening this invisible hand through: 

 Equal opportunities for new entrants 

 Fair competition & ease doing business 

 Trade for job creation 

 Scaling up of the banking sector 

 Introduction of the idea of trust as a public good 

Pro-business versus Pro-markets 
The Economic Survey says that India needs more of pro-business policies 
and break away from pro-crony policies to become a USD 5 trillion 
economy. The Survey says that till 2011, several Pro-Crony policies were 
followed such as preferential allocation of natural resources. These pro-
crony policies majorly led to willful defaults which drained off the banks. 

Creation of Jobs and Growth: 
 The Economic Survey calls for the integration of “Assemble in India” with 
“Make in India” to create more jobs and accelerate growth. The survey 
seeks to: 

 Increase export market share to 3.5% by 2025 and 6% by 2030 

 Creation of over 4 crore rewarding jobs by 2025 and over 8 crore 
jobs by 2030 
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This can be achieved by adopting China-like policies such as export of 
goods majorly to rich markets. 

Targeting Ease of Doing Business 
India was ranked at 63rd position in World Bank’s Doing Business 2019 
rankings, a jump of 79 positions from 142nd rank in 2014.  
However, the economy is still trailing in several parameters such as Ease 
of Starting Business, Paying Taxes, Registering Property and 
Enforcing Contracts. 
The Economic Survey calls for close coordination between the Logistics 
Divisions of Union Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Union Ministry of 
Shipping, Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs and the port 
authorities.  

There are some sectors that require a more focused approach such as the 
tourism sector, manufacturing sector and others. 

Thalinomics: Economics of Plate of Food in India: 
This year, the Survey throws a light upon the price paid by a person for a 
Thali in India anywhere.  

The prices of a vegetarian Thali have declined sharply since 2015-16; 
however, this price increased in 2019-20. During 2006 – 2020, the 
affordability of Indian vegetarian Thalis improved by 29% and 
affordability of non-vegetarian Indian Thali improved by 18%.  

Monetary Policy & Financial Intermediation 

 RBI’s Monetary policy stance remained “accommodative” in 2019-
20 

 The Repo rate was cut by 110 basis points in 2019-20 due to 
slower growth & lower inflation. 

 Non Performing Advances (NPA) ratio remained unchanged for 
Commercial banks at 9.3% during March-September 2019 

 Credit growth declined of banks & NBFCs declined. 

Prices and Inflation: 
 CPI inflation increased to 4.1% in 2019-20 from 3.7% in 2018-19 

 WPI inflation declined to 1.5% in 2019-20 from 4.7% in 2018-19 
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 The major drivers of CPI inflation in 2019-20 were food and 
beverages, particularly vegetables and pulses 

Industry and Infrastructure: 
 The industrial sector has registered a 0.6% growth in 2019-20 and 

5% in 2018-19 

 Fertilizer sector showcased a growth of 4% in 2019-20 

 Steel sector registered a growth of 5.2% in 2019-20 

 Over 119 crore telephone connections were provided until 
September 2019 

Employment, Social Infrastructure and Human Development: 
 The Government’s expenditure on social services such as health & 

education as a proportion of GDP increased to 7.7% in 2019-20. 

 India improved its position in the Human Development Index by 
fetching 129th rank in 2018 from 130th in 2017. 

 Total formal employment increased to 9.98% in 2017-18 from 8% 
in 2011-12. 

 

*************** 
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4.                       Science & Technology 

4.1                                  INS Kohassa 
 

Why in news? Naval Air Station (NAS) Shibpur will be commissioned 

as INS Kohassa. The move is being undertaken to enhance the 
operational capability of Andaman and Nicobar Command (ANC).  

 NAS Shibpur, a village located on North Andaman Island, was 
established in 2010. 

 The NAS Shibpur was set up as a Forward Operating Air Base 
(FOAB) for surveillance in North Andaman. Located in the 
northern-most part of the islands, the airfield holds strategic 
importance not only for the security of the islands but also for its 
overall development. 
 
About INS Kohassa: 

 INS Kohassa has been named after a White-Bellied Sea Eagle, 
which is a large bird of prey endemic to Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands. 

  By commissioning NAS Shibpur as INS Kohassa, the ANC's ability 
to operate independently from all the regions of Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands will get a great boost. 

  Post commissioning, the station will function as a base for joint 
operation of both military and civil aircraft in keeping with the 
UDAN scheme of the government. 

  INS Kohassa will become the third Naval Air Base in the 
Andaman and Nicobar islands after INS Utkrosh at Port Blair and 
INS Baaz at Campbell Bay. 

 As part of the Phase II expansion plan, the runway length would 
subsequently be extended to 3000 metre. This would enable the 
operation of wide-bodied civil and defence aircraft in the future. 
 
Background: 
 

 Naval Air Station (NAS) Shibpur was established in 2001 as a 
Forward Operating Air Base (FOAB) for enhanced surveillance in 
North Andaman. 

 In 2009, the government of India accorded sanction to commission 
NAS Shibpur as a full-fledged air station. 

 The length of the runway was extended to 12,000 ft, enabling both 
day and night operations. 
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 Dornier Do 228s of the navy and coast guard conducted the 
search for Malaysia Airlines Flight 370 from this base. 

 In 2017, it was reported that the runway length would be extended 
to 3000m after the acquisition of about 100 hectares of land. This 
enabled the operation of wide-bodied civil and defense flights 

 

 
 

      ************ 
 

4.2                                    H9N2 virus : 
 
Why in news?   Indian scientists have detected the country’s first case 
of infection with a rare variant of the virus that causes avian influenza, 
or bird flu. 
 
The A(H9N2) virus: 
 

 H9N2 is a subtype of the influenza A virus, which causes human 
influenza as well as bird flu. 

 The H9N2 subtype was isolated for the first time in Wisconsin, US 
in 1966 from turkey flocks. 

 H9N2 viruses are found worldwide in wild birds and are endemic in 
poultry in many areas. 

 
More Information: 
 

 H9N2 viruses could potentially play a major role in the emergence 
of the next influenza pandemic. 

 According to the World Health Organization (WHO), with avian 
influenza viruses circulating in poultry, there is a risk for sporadic 
infection and small clusters of human cases due to exposure to 
infected poultry or contaminated environments. 

 
Human infections rare: 
 

 H9N2 virus infections in humans are rare, but likely under-
reported due to typically mild symptoms of the infections.  

 Human cases are exposed to the A(H9N2) virus through contact 
with infected poultry or contaminated environments. 

 The first case globally was reported from Hong Kong in 1998. 
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 The cases have also been observed in Hong Kong, China, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Egypt. 

 Note – Recently,the virus was detected in India during a 
community-based surveillance study in villages of Korku tribes in 
Melghat district of Maharashtra.  

 
 

************ 
 
4.3                              Blockchain Technology  
 
Why in news?  A new Centre of Excellence (CoE) for Blockchain 
Technology was inaugurated by Union Minister for Law and Electronics 
and Information Technology in Bengaluru. 
 
Blockchain Technology: 

 
 Blockchain is a secure, digitised and distributed ledger to store 

records. 
 Anything recorded on them cannot be deleted, and is instantly 

uploaded to all users on that blockchain. 
 It is a decentralized, digitized, public ledger of each crypto 

currency transactions. 
 Continuously growing as complete blocks are recorded as well as 

added to it in the chronological order. 
 This technology allows market contributors to keep holistic track of 

digital currency transactions without single central record keeping. 
 Every single node (computer connected to a network) gets a 

copy of blockchain, which can be automatically downloaded. 
 Initially developed as the accounting method for a virtual currency 

Bitcoin, blockchain– that use what’s known as the technology of 
distributed ledger (DLT) – today are coming into view in a vast 
variety of commercial applications. 

 Primarily used to verify all deals, within the digital currencies, 
however; it is possible to digitize, insert and code almost any 
document into the blockchain. 

 
Advantages of the technology: 

 
 As a public ledger system, blockchain records and validate each 

and every transaction made, which makes it secure and reliable. 
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 All the transactions made are authorized by miners, which makes 
the transactions immutable and prevent it from the threat of 
hacking. 

 Blockchain technology discards the need of any third-party or 
central authority for peer-to -peer transactions. 

 It allows decentralization of the technology. 

 

************ 
 

4.4                               Accretion Burst Event:    
 
Why in news?    Astronomers have recently found that the funnelling of 
matter into a forming star happens at different rates over time, as 
per the rotating disc of gas and dust theory. 
 

 Sometimes the forming star swallows up a huge amount of matter, 
resulting in a burst of activities in the massive star. 

 This is called an accretion burst event. 
 
It is incredibly rare: only three such events have been observed, out of 
all the billions of massive stars in the Milky Way. 
 
Need for these understandings: 
 

 Astronomers don’t yet fully understand how massive stars in our 
galaxy are formed. So far, observations have only yielded some 
pieces of the puzzle. 

 This is because nearly all the known massive stars in our galaxy 
are located very far away from our solar system. They also form in 
close proximity to other massive stars, making it difficult to 
study the environment where they take shape. 

 So, rotating disc theory helps in understanding these events. 
 With this, the astronomers will be able to develop and test theories 

to explain how high-mass stars gain their mass. 
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Maser Monitoring Organisation (M2O): 
 

 After the first detection of an accretion burst, in 2016, astronomers 
from around the world agreed in 2017 to coordinate their efforts to 
observe more. 

 This led to the formation of the Maser Monitoring Organisation 
(M2O). 

 The primary goal of M2O is to make the astronomy community aware of 
the importance of Maser monitoring. It is also to increase the number 
of sources monitored, the number of transitions monitored at, and 
increase cadence of observation. 

 
What is a Maser? 
 

 A maser is the microwave (radio frequency) equivalent of laser. The 
word stands for “microwave amplification by stimulated emission of 
radiation”. 

 Masers are observed using radio telescopes and most of them are 
observed at centimetre wavelength: they are very compact. 

 A maser flare can be a sign of an extraordinary event such as the 
formation of a star. 

 
************ 

 
4.5                                Bhuvan Panchayat    

Why in news?   Bhuvan Panchayat is a Web portal developed by ISRO. 

The Web Geo portal is developed for the benefit of Gram Panchayat 
members and other stakeholders.  

It is able to perform the following - 

1. Database visualization, 
2. Data analytics, 
3. Generation of automatic reports, 
4. Model based products and services 

 The targeted audience for this portal is Public, PRIs and different 
stakeholders belonging to the gram panchayats. 
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 ISRO National Remote Sensing Centre, which is the national 
repository of earth imageries, aids rural planners to plan and locate 
a healthcare unit, water harvesting, and rural communication 
network even from the Panchayat office. 

 
 

************ 
 

4.6                               Classical Swine Fever: 
 

Why in news?   Indian Veterinary Research Institute (IVRI) releases live 
attenuated Classical Swine Fever (CSF) cell culture vaccine (Indigenous 
strain). 

 Classical swine fever (CSF) is one of the most important diseases 
of pigs causing high mortality with annual loss of approx. Rs.4.3 
billion. 

 A lapinized CSF vaccine (Weybridge strain, UK) is being used in 
India since 1964 for controlling the disease. 

 The vaccine is produced by sacrificing large numbers of rabbits 
for each batch.  

 Country’s total requirements is 22 million doses per year and 
hardly 1.2 million doses are produced per year by the lapinized 
vaccine, as only 50 doses are produced from a single rabbit 
spleen.  

 In order to do away sacrificing of rabbits and increase the 
productivity, IVRI had earlier developed a cell culture CSF vaccine 
by adapting the lapinized vaccine virus in cell culture. 

New Vaccine: 

 Since the cell culture vaccine is from a foreign strain (Weybridge 
Strain, UK), IVRI has further developed a new CSF Cell Culture 
Vaccine by attenuating an indigenous virulent CSF virus in cell 
culture. 

 The vaccine virus has very high titre and lakhs of doses can be 
produced very easily in cell culture and country’s requirement can 
be easily fulfilled using this new vaccine. 

 The new vaccine will nip the spread of the virus at animal 
stage so that it does not pass on to the human population.  
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 The new vaccine is ready for release and commercial production 
will be completed in less than a year. 

 The vaccine would be the best choice for use in the CSF Control 
Programme (CSF-CP) already launched by Department of Animal 
Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD). 

 The vaccine is safe, potent, does not revert to virulence and provide 
protective immunity from day 14 of the vaccination till 24 
months studied so far. 

 

                                                      ************** 
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5.                   Environment & Biodiversity 

5.1                          Wayanad Wild Life Sanctuary:  
 
Why in News?  The Seasonal migration of wild animals from Nilgiri 
Biosphere to Wayanad Wild Life Sanctuary has been seen recently. 

 
 Important Facts: 

 The annual migration begins from the end of February and it 
continues till the advent of monsoon in search of fodder and water. 

 Animals also migrate to wildlife sanctuary from Muthumalai Tiger 
Reserve in Tamil Nadu and Bandipur Tiger Reserve in Karnataka 
in search of food. 

 A drastic decline in the sholas and grasslands is one of the reasons 
for the recent water scarcity in the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve. 

About Nilgiri: 

 The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve was the first biosphere reserve in India 
established in the year 1986. 

 It is located in the Western Ghats and includes 2 of the 10 
biogeographical provinces of India. 

 The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve falls under the biogeographic region of 
the Malabar rain forest. 

 The sholas of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve are a treasure house 
of rare plant species. 

 The Nilgiri tahr, Nilgiri langur, slender loris, blackbuck, tiger, gaur, 
Indian elephant and marten are some of the animals found here. 

 The Muthumalai Wildlife Sanctuary, Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary 
Bandipur National Park, Nagarhole National Park, Mukurthi 
National Park and Silent Valley are the protected areas present 
within this reserve. 

 Many of the major tributaries of the river Cauvery like the Bhavani, 
Moyar, Kabini and other rivers like Chaliyar, Punampuzha, etc., 
have their source and catchment areas within the reserve boundary 

 The sholas and grasslands play a very important role in retaining 
water and supplying it to these streams 
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 Tribal groups like the Todas, Kotas, Irullas, Kurumbas, Paniyas, 
Adiyans, Edanadan Chettis, Cholanaickens, Allar,Malayan, etc., 
are native to the reserve. 

About Wayanad Sanctuary: 

 Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary is an integral part of the Nilgiri 
Biosphere. 

 The Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary is a second largest wildlife park in 
Kerala and declared a Project Elephant, Elephant Reserves. 

 It is situated between the Mysore and a small town Sultan Bathery 
in Wayanad district of Kerala. 

 The sanctuary is contiguous to the protected area network of 
Nagarhole and Bandipur of Karnataka on the Northeast and 
Muthumalai of Tamil Nadu on the Southeast. 

 
                                              ************** 
 
 

5.2                      Forest Advisory Committee(FAC) : 
 
Why in news?   Recently, the Forest Advisory Committee (FAC) has 
approved the Green Credit Scheme.  
It will allow the Forest Department to outsource the responsibility of 
reforesting to non-government agencies, if implemented. 
 
About: 

 Currently, in the case of the loss of forest, the industry needs to 
find appropriate non-forest land and pay Net Present Value 
(current economic equivalent) to the State Forest Department.  

 Then it is the Forest Department’s responsibility to grow 
appropriate vegetation which would grow into forests over time. 

 
Key Points : 

 Green Credit Scheme allows agencies (private companies, village 
forest communities etc.) to identify land and grow plantations. 
After three years, the land would be eligible to be considered as 
compensatory forest land if it meets the criteria set by the Forest 
Department.  
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 An industry needing forest land could then approach the agency 
and pay it for parcels of such forested land and this would then be 
transferred to the Forest Department and be recorded as forest 
land. In simpler words, it will allow forests to be traded as a 
commodity. 

 This scheme will encourage plantation by individuals outside the 
traditional forest area and will help in meeting international 
commitments such as Sustainable Development Goals and 
Nationally Determined Contributions. 

 It will also help in solving various industries’ complain that they 
find it hard to acquire appropriate non-forest land, which has to 
be contiguous to existing forest. 

 The scheme will also supplement the Green India Mission, which is 
one of India’s initiatives to combat climate change. 

 It aims to sequester 2.523 billion tonnes of carbon by 2020-30 
and this involves adding 30 million hectares in addition to an 
existing forest. 

 However, it does not solve the core problems of compensatory a 
forestation and creates problems of privatising multi-use forest 
areas as monoculture plantation plots. 

 Earlier in 2015, a ‘Green Credit Scheme’ for degraded forest land 
with public-private participation was recommended but it was not 
approved. 

 
Forest Advisory Committee : 
 

 It is a statutory body which was constituted by the Forest 
(Conservation) Act 1980. 

 It comes under the Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate 
Change (MoEF&CC). 

 It considers questions on the diversion of forest land for non-forest 
uses such as mining, industrial projects, townships and advises the 
government on the issue of granting forest clearances. However, its 
role is advisory. 

 
 
 

************** 
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5.3                            Bushfire in Australia : 
 
Why in News? 

 Australia has recently witnessed widespread bushfires, and the 
country has declared a state of emergency for the state of New 
South Wales (NSW) along with a catastrophic fire warning. 

 
 
 

 
 
Background: 

 Bushfires in Australia impact extensive areas and cause property 
damage and loss of human life. 

 Some of Australia's native flora has evolved to rely on bushfires as a 
means of reproduction, and fire events are an interwoven and an 
essential part of the ecology of the continent. 

 For thousands of years, Indigenous Australians have used fire to foster 
grasslands for hunting and to clear tracks through dense vegetation. 

 Major firestorms that result in severe loss of life are often named based 
on the day on which they occur, such as Ash Wednesday and Black 
Saturday. 

 Some of the most intense, extensive and deadly bushfires commonly 
occur during droughts and heat waves. 
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What is a Bushfire? 

 One type of wildfire is known as a bushfire, an uncontrolled fire that 
burns through scrubland, which is common to Australia. 

 Like all wildfires, a bushfire places nature and man under threat. 

 There are many factors that lead to a bushfire or influence its spread. 
This includes the type of fuel.  

 Some grasses as well as twigs can burn very quickly. On the other hand, 
large tree trunks don't burn as easily. 

 The moisture of the fuel is another critical factor. Fuel that's wet is 
unlikely to burn. Similarly, increased humidity decreases the chances 
that a bushfire will start. 

 On the flipside, lower humidity, higher temperature, and drier 
conditions all help ignite and spread a fire. 

 Wind plays a key part in the spread of bushfires too. Wind provides much 
needed oxygen for a fire. 

Are the Australian trees prone to burning? 

 Eucalyptus trees are especially flammable, "like gasoline on a tree. 

 Chemicals in them make them catch fire easier, spread to the tops of 
trees and get more intense. 

 Eucalyptus trees were a big factor in 2017 fires in Portugal that killed 
many people. 

Major causes of Bush fires: 

 Australia’s deadly fires have been fuelled by a combination of extreme 
heat, prolonged drought and strong winds. 

 The country is in the grip of a heat wave, with record-breaking 
temperatures. 

 Major parts of the country are experiencing rainfall shortfalls. 

 Trees, shrubs and grasslands have turned into the perfect tinder for 
flames. 

 Global warming is intensifying the fires. 

 Indian Ocean Dipole is also among one of the reasons as it brings 
drought like conditions and decline in precipitation plays a major role 
in intensifying fires. 

 
 

************ 
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5.4                   Forest Advisory Committee(FAC) : 
 
Why in news?   Recently, the Forest Advisory Committee (FAC) has 
approved the Green Credit Scheme.  
It will allow the Forest Department to outsource the responsibility of 
reforesting to non-government agencies, if implemented. 
 
 
About: 

 Currently, in the case of the loss of forest, the industry needs to 
find appropriate non-forest land and pay Net Present Value 
(current economic equivalent) to the State Forest Department.  

 Then it is the Forest Department’s responsibility to grow 
appropriate vegetation which would grow into forests over time. 

 
Key Points : 

 Green Credit Scheme allows agencies (private companies, village 
forest communities etc.) to identify land and grow plantations. 
After three years, the land would be eligible to be considered as 
compensatory forest land if it meets the criteria set by the Forest 
Department.  

 An industry needing forest land could then approach the agency 
and pay it for parcels of such forested land and this would then be 
transferred to the Forest Department and be recorded as forest 
land. In simpler words, it will allow forests to be traded as a 
commodity. 

 This scheme will encourage plantation by individuals outside the 
traditional forest area and will help in meeting international 
commitments such as Sustainable Development Goals and 
Nationally Determined Contributions. 

 It will also help in solving various industries’ complain that they 
find it hard to acquire appropriate non-forest land, which has to 
be contiguous to existing forest. 

 The scheme will also supplement the Green India Mission, which is 
one of India’s initiatives to combat climate change. 

 It aims to sequester 2.523 billion tonnes of carbon by 2020-30 
and this involves adding 30 million hectares in addition to an 
existing forest. 



 

www.vaidicslucknow.com Page 47 
 

 However, it does not solve the core problems of compensatory a 
forestation and creates problems of privatising multi-use forest 
areas as monoculture plantation plots. 

 Earlier in 2015, a ‘Green Credit Scheme’ for degraded forest land 
with public-private participation was recommended but it was not 
approved. 

 
Forest Advisory Committee : 
 

 It is a statutory body which was constituted by the Forest 
(Conservation) Act 1980. 

 It comes under the Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate 
Change (MoEF&CC). 

 It considers questions on the diversion of forest land for non-forest uses 
such as mining, industrial projects, townships and advises the 
government on the issue of granting forest clearances. However, its role 
is advisory. 

  

 
************ 

 
5.6                                 Wollemi Pines 
 
Why in news?   Australia firefighters save world’s only rare dinosaur 
trees. 
 
More about the news : 
 

 Specialist firefighters have saved the world’s last remaining wild 
stand of a prehistoric tree from wildfires that razed forests 
west of Sydney. 

 The Wollemi’s survival is one of the few positive stories to emerge 
from the unprecedented wildlife crisis in southeast Australia. 
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Wollemi Pines : 
 

 The Wollemi Pines are thought to have existed even during the 
Jurassic period. 

 The Wollemi Pine had only been seen in its fossilized form and was 
thought long extinct before the stand was found in 1994 and their 
location was kept secret to prevent contamination. 

 It is classified as critically endangered (CR) on the IUCN’s Red List, 
and is legally protected in Australia. 

 Wollemi National Park is the only place in the world where these 
trees are found in the wild. Approximately, less than 200 trees are 
left. 

 
  ************ 
 

5.7                                   HCFC-141b 
 
Why in news?   India has successfully achieved the complete phase out 
of hydrochlorofluorocarbon (HCFC)-141 b, claims the ministry of 
environment, forest and climate change. 

 About HCFC- 141 b: 

 It is a chemical used by foam manufacturers. 

 It is used mainly as a blowing agent in the production of rigid 
polyurethane (PU) foams. 

 It is one of the most potent ozone depleting chemical after 
Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). 

Background: 

On 31 December 2019, as part of the move towards environment friendly 
technologies, the ministry of environment, forest and climate change 
(MoEFCC) also brought out a Gazette notification prohibiting the 
issuance of import licence for HCFC-141b from 1 January 2020 under 
Ozone Depleting Substances (Regulation and Control) Amendment 
Rules, 2019 issued under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 
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Significance: 

 Nearly, 50% of the consumption of ozone depleting chemicals in the 
country was attributable to HCFC-141 b in the foam sector. 

India has now emerged as one among the few countries globally and a 
pioneer in some cases in the use of technologies, which are non-Ozone 
Depleting and have a low Global Warming Potential (GWP). 

Montreal Protocol: 

The complete phase out of HCFC 141 b from the country in foam sector 
is among the first at this scale in Article 5 parties (developing 
countries) under the Montreal Protocol. 

 
Hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) are a large group of compounds, 
whose structure is very close to that of Chlorofluorocarbons 
(CFCs), but including one or more hydrogen atoms. 

1. Under normal conditions, HCFCs are gases or liquids which 
evaporate easily. They are generally fairly stable and unreactive. 

2. HCFCs do not usually dissolve in water, but do dissolve in 
organic (carbon-containing) solvents. 

3. HCFCs are chemically similar to Hydrobromofluorocarbons(HBFCs) 
,Chlorofluorocarbons(CFCs) & Halons. 

 

 
************ 

 

5.8                             Polycrack Technology    
Why in News? The country’s first Government-owned Waste-to-
Energy Plant was recently commissioned at the Mancheswar Carriage 
Repair Workshop in Odisha. 

The plant, a patented technology called Polycrack, is first-of-its-kind in 
the Indian Railways and fourth in the country. It converts multiple feed 
stocks into hydrocarbon liquid fuels, gas, carbon and water. 
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 What is Polycrack? 

It is the world’s very first patented heterogeneous catalytic 
process which converts multiple feedstocks into hydrocarbon liquid fuels, 
gas, carbon as well as water. 

 The waste generated will become the feeder material for the waste 
to energy plant. 

 The energy which will be produced at the plant, will be in the form 
of light diesel oil and this oil will be used to light furnaces. 

The plant, having a capacity of 500 kg per batch can be fed with the 
following: 

 All kinds of existing plastic 

 Petroleum sludge 

 Un segregated MSW with moisture up to 50 per cent 

 E-waste 

 Automobile fluff 

 Organic waste including bamboo, garden waste 

 Jathropa fruit and palm bunch 

Some of the advantages of this plant are as follows: 

 The pre-segregation of waste is not required for processing in the 
plant. The waste as collected from the source, can be directly fed 
into the polycrack plant. 

 The plant has high tolerance to moisture hence drying of the waste 
after treatment, is not required. 

 The waste is processed in the plant and reformed within a period 
of 24 hours. 

 The biological decomposition is not allowed as the waste is 
treated in the plant as it is received. 

 All the constituents are converted to valuable energy therefore, 
making it a zero discharge process through the plant. 

. 
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                                         ***************  

5.9                             Ramsar convention:   

About the convention: 

The Ramsar Convention was signed on February 2, 1971. 

 It is one of the oldest inter-governmental accord signed by 
members countries to preserve the ecological character of their 
wetlands of international importance. 

 The aim of the Ramsar list is to develop and maintain an 
international network of wetlands, which are important for the 
conservation of global biological diversity and for sustaining human 
life through the maintenance of their ecosystem components, 
processes and benefits. 

 Wetlands declared as Ramsar sites are protected under strict 
guidelines of the convention. 

 The convention dose not directly binds on the nation, but countries 
formulate policies based on it. 

 The Ramsar Convention has adopted a Ramsar Classification of 
Wetland Type which includes 42 types, grouped into three 
categories: 

1. Marine and Coastal Wetlands, 
2. Inland Wetlands, 
3. Human-made Wetlands 

 Recently 10 more wetlands from India gets the Ramsar site tag. 
 Maharashtra gets its first, Punjab adds 3 and UP 6 to its list. 

 The total number of Ramsar sites in India is now 37 & the 
surface area covered by these sites is 1,067,939 hectares. 

The new sites added are:  

 Nandur Madhameshwar (Maharashtra) 

 Keshopur-Miani (Punjab) 

 Beas Conservation Reserve (Punjab) 

 Nangal in (Punjab) 

 Nawabganj (Uttar Pradesh) 

 Parvati Agra (Uttar Pradesh) 
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 Saman (Uttar Pradesh) 

 Samaspur (Uttar Pradesh) 

 Sandi (Uttar Pradesh) 
 Sarsai Nawar in (Uttar Pradesh) 

                                   

                                ************** 

 

6.                Important Facts for Prelims 

6.1                             Bibi Ka Maqbara: 
 

 The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) will undertake scientific 
conservation of Bibi Ka Maqbara located in Aurangabad, 
Maharashtra. 

 
Key Points : 

 It is a famous 17th century Mughal-era monument in the city 
of Aurangabad, Maharashtra. 

 It was commissioned by Emperor Aurangzeb in 1660 in the 
memory of his wife Dilras Banu Begum. 

 The structure is known as the ‘Taj of the Deccan’ because of 
its striking resemblance to the Taj Mahal. 

 The domes, minarets and the marble screens inside are built in 
marble. 

Archaeological Survey of India 
 
 ASI is the premier organization for the archaeological research, 

scientific analysis, excavation of archaeological sites, 
conservation and preservation of protected monuments. 

 It is an attached office under the Department of Culture, Ministry of 
Culture. 

 It was founded in 1861 by Alexander Cunningham, who became its 
first Director-General. 
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6.2                            What is a Black Box? 
 
 Any commercial aeroplane or corporate jet is required to be 

equipped with a cockpit voice recorder and a flight data 
recorder. It is these two items of separate equipment which we 
commonly refer to as a ‘Black Box.’ 

 While they do nothing to help the plane when it is in the air, both 
these pieces of equipment are vitally important should the plane 
crash, as they help crash investigators find out what happened 
just before the crash. 

 To help locate the cockpit voice recorder and a flight data recorder 
in the aftermath of a plane crash that occurs at sea, each recorder 
has a device fitted to it known as an Underwater Locator Beacon 
(ULB). 

  The device is activated as soon as the recorder comes into contact 
with water and it can transmit from a depth as deep as 14,000 
feet. Also, to help investigators find them; a Black Box is not 
actually black at all, but bright orange. 

 
 
 

6.3                            Epiphany festival : 
 
 On 6th January, the Epiphany festival was celebrated in parts of 

India, such as Goa and Kerala. 
 In Goa, the celebration is known by its Portuguese name ‘Festa dos 

Reis’, and in parts of Kerala by its Syriac name ‘Denha’. 
 
What is it? 
 

 Epiphany is a feast day, or a day of commemoration, which in 
Christianity marks the visit of the Magi (meaning the Three Wise 
Men or Three Kings) to the Infant Jesus (Christ from his 
nativity until age 12). 

 The day also commemorates the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan 
River. 
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6.4                                     MILAN 2020 : 
 Milan is a multilateral naval exercise hosted by the Indian Navy. 
 The MILAN series of biennial exercises commenced in 1995. 
 It was conducted at Andaman and Nicobar Command (ANC) until 

last year, for the first time on mainland at Eastern Naval 
command (ENC). 

 This year Indian Navy will be hosting ‘Milan 2020’ at 
Visakhapatnam. 

 Milan 2020 is a week-long multilateral exercise aimed at enhancing 
professional interaction and learns from one another’s strengths 
and best practices in the maritime domain. 

 Theme of MILAN 2020 is Synergy Across the Seas. 
 Through the exercise India will pursue cooperation initiatives with 

friendly foreign countries, including in Indian Ocean Region (IOR). 
 41 nations from South Asia, Southeast Asia, Africa and Europe 

that share Defence cooperation with India have been invited for the 
drill. 

 
 

6.5                              Seagulls : 

 Gulls are sea birds typically medium to large, Seagulls are 
migratory bird can be spotted in the Krishna Wildlife Sanctuary 
of Andhra Pradesh.  

 The mangrove wetland also known as Krishna mangroves is 
famous for Seagulls in India. 
 

 

6.6                           Kolkata port renamed : 

 Centre has renamed the Kolkata Port Trust after Bharatiya Jana 
Sangh founder Dr Syama Prasad Mookerjee. 

 
Key facts: 
 
 In the early 16th century, the Portuguese first used the present 

location of the port to anchor their ships, since they found the 
upper reaches of the Hooghly river, beyond Kolkata, unsafe for 
navigation. 

 After the abolition of slavery in the British Empire in 1833, this 
port was used to ship lakhs of Indians as ‘indentured labourers’ 
to far-flung territories throughout the Empire. 



 

www.vaidicslucknow.com Page 55 
 

 The Kolkata port is the only riverine port in the country, situated 
203 km from the sea. The river Hooghly, on which it is located, 
has many sharp bends, and is considered a difficult navigational 
channel. 

 The Farakka Barrage, built in 1975, reduced some of the port’s 
woes as Ganga waters were diverted into the Bhagirathi-Hooghly 
system. 

 
 
 
 
 
6.7                          Mission Purvodaya: 

 
 The Centre unveils Mission Purvodaya to develop eastern 

region into an integrated steel hub.  
 The eastern belt has the potential to add over 75 percent of the 

country’s incremental steel capacity envisioned by the National 
Steel Policy.  

 Through this programme, the government aims to transform 
logistics and utilities infrastructure which would change the socio-
economic landscape in the eastern India. 

 The steps, under mission, also include growth of steel industry 
along with employment opportunities across the entire value 
chain. 

  

6.8             Island Development Agency (IDA): 
 
 The IDA was set up on June 1, 2017 for the development of 

islands.  
 The meetings of the agency are chaired by the Union Home 

Minister. 
 
Composition:   
 Members of the IDA include - 

 cabinet secretary 

 Home secretary 

 Secretary (environment, Forests and climate change) 

 Secretary (tourism) and secretary (tribal welfare). 
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6.9                              Yada Yada virus   
 

 It was detected recently in Australian mosquitoes. 
 
What is it? 
 

 It belongs to a group that includes other alphaviruses such as 
chikungunya virus and the astern equine encephalitis. 

 Even so, the novel virus poses no threat to human beings, because 
it is a part of a group of viruses that only infect mosquitoes.  

 Other viruses in the same group include the Tai forest alphavirus 
and the Agua Salud alphavirus. 

 
 
 
6.10                              Z Morh tunnel : 
 

 The 6.5-kilometre long Z-Morh tunnel is located in Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

 The tunnel is capable of allowing 1,000 vehicles an hour at a speed 
of 80 km per hour. 

 Border Road Organization (BRO) was the previous 
implementation agency of the project.  

 The project was however transferred to IL&FS in 2016. APCO will 
now complete the balance work. 

 
 
 
6.11                         ‘Sahyog-Kaijin’ 

 It is a joint coast guard exercise between India and Japan. 
 The aim is to strengthen the bond between the two countries. 
 The latest edition is being held in India. 

 
 
 

6.12             Naga and Kuki Tribes Signs For Truce  
 The umbrella organisations of Naga and Kuki tribes namely, Naga 

National Political Groups (NNPGs) and the Kuki National 
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Organisation (KNO) have signed a declaration to settle contentious 
issues and inter-community differences peacefully. 

 
Following ethnic clashes between the Nagas and Kukis in the early 
1990s, a number of Kuki outfits were formed as a means to counter 
Naga hegemony and assertion. 

 The conflict between the Nagas and the Kukis in 1993 had 
claimed more than 230 lives and displaced 1,00,000, mostly 
Kukis. 
 

Nagas 
 The Nagas are not a single tribe, but an ethnic community that 

comprises several tribes who live in the state of Nagaland and its 
neighbourhood. 

 Nagas belong to Indo-Mongoloid Family. 
 Nagas claimed sovereignty on the basis of prior sovereign existence and 

differences, which is today expressed in terms of “uniqueness”. 
 There are nineteen major Naga tribes, namely, Aos, Angamis, Changs, 

Chakesang, Kabuis, Kacharis, Khain-Mangas, Konyaks, Kukis, Lothas 
(Lothas), Maos, Mikirs, Phoms, Rengmas, Sangtams, Semas, Tankhuls, 
Yamchumgar and Zeeliang. 

 
 

 
 
6.13                       Sagarmatha Sambaad : 
 

 Sagarmatha Sambaad is the first ever multi-stakeholder 
diplomatic initiative of Nepal. 

 Leaders of the member countries of the South Asian Association 
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and other global leaders are 
invited for the event. 

 The event will be focusing on the threat of climate change to the 
modern world. 

 Given the large number of global leaders, the event is expected to 
serve as a venue for bilateral interaction among leaders from 
various countries. 

 The event is planned on April 2-4, 2020 which will highlight 
Nepal’s ability to assert its point of view before the global 
audience. 
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6.14                           Ganga-Volga Dialogue  

 It was held recently between India and Russia in New Delhi. 
 The dialogue focused in providing interface between the 

civilizations of the countries. 
 Theme: ‘Connectivity’ 

  

6.15                        Shiv Bhojan Scheme 

 It was recently launched by Maharashtra. 
 The scheme will offer meals at Rs 10 to the poor. 
 The scheme aims at providing affordable, quality food to all. 

  

6.16                             Operation Vanilla 

 Madagascar has been hit by a cyclone and there has been heavy 
flooding and landslips causing loss of lives and displacement of a 
number of people. 

 Indian Navy launched 'Operation Vanilla' in support of the 
national disaster in flood-hit Madagascar and diverted a large 
amphibious ship to provide assistance. 

 “INS Airavat, which was mission deployed has been diverted for 
the operation. 

 This operation signifies that Indian Navy has been the first 
responder for Humanitarian and Disaster Relief (HADR) in the 
Indian Ocean Region. 

 
************ 

 


