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Current Affairs 

    OCTOBER - 2019 

1.                                              National 

1.1                      India’s child well-being index : 

Why in News?  Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Himachal Pradesh and 

Puducherry topped the charts in the child well-being index, a tool 

designed to measure and tracks children’s well-being comprehensively.  

Meghalaya, Jharkhand and Madhya Pradesh featured at the bottom, as 

per a report released by the non government organisation World Vision 

India and research institute IFMR LEAD recently.  

About : 

 The India child well-being index is a crucial report that can be 

mined both by the Government and civil organisations to achieve 

the goal of child well-being and we will use this report effectively.  

 This report provides insights on health, nutrition, education, 

sanitation and child protection.  

 The dimensions of the index include healthy individual 

development, positive relationships and protective contexts. 

24 indicators: 

 Focusing on the three key dimensions, 24 indicators were selected 

to develop the computation of the child well-being index.  

 The report highlights the multi-dimensional approach towards 

measuring child well-being — going beyond mere income poverty. 

Children have the potential to transform the country, but if 
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neglected, they will exacerbate the burden of poverty and 

inequality. 

  It is imperative that all stakeholders prioritise and invest in the 

well-being of our children,” added Cherian Thomas, CEO, World 

Vision India. 

 

Kerala, TN, Himachal top India’s child well-being index,  

 The report, meanwhile, calls for States to look at their respective 

scores on the dimensions of child well-being, and to prepare for 

priority areas of intervention with specific plans of action.  

 It also hopes to trigger policy level changes, seek better budgetary 

allocations and initiate discussions with all stakeholders, which 

can help in enhancing the quality of life of all children in the 

country. 

‘Compelling insights’ 

 The research has brought to the fore compelling insights on child 

well-being in India. One of the primary objectives of this index is to 

garner attention to the under-researched theme of child well-being 

in India, and inspire further academic and policy conversations on 

related issues. 

 Some of the key indicators that need to be studied in the future 

include mobile usage, digital access, financial literacy, mental 
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health and quality of relationships per se, between parents/peers 

and children. 

 

*********** 

 

1.2            GI tag for T.N.’s Dindigul lock, Kandangi saree : 

Why in News?  Dindigul lock and the Kandangi saree were given the 

GI tag by the Geographical Indications Registry in Chennai. 

Dindigul Lock: 

 The famous Dindigul locks are known throughout the world for 

their superior quality and durability, so much so that even the city 

in Tamil Nadu is called Lock City. 

 The abundance of iron in this region is the reason for the growth of 

the lock-making industry. 

 Though machine-made locks are easily available, government 

institutions like prisons, godowns, hospitals and even temples use 

the older pattern locks. 

 These lock manufacturing units are limited to an area of 5 km in 

and around Dindigul. 

 There are over 50 varieties of locks made by the artisans using 

raw materials such as MS flat plates and brass plates procured 

from the nearby towns, including Madurai and Salem. 

Kandangi saree: 

 The Kandangi saree is manufactured in Karaikudi taluk in 

Sivaganga district, Tamil Nadu. 

 The original Kandangi saree is manually made using a winding 

machine, loom, shuttle and bobbin. 

 It is a team effort of the families who live in the town of Karaikudi 

and it forms part of their livelihood. 

 These sarees are characterised by the large contrast borders, and 

some of them are known to have borders covering as much as two-

thirds of the saree. 

 The sarees are usually around 5.10 meters – 5.60 meters in 

length. 
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 The Kandangi sarees exude brilliant colours like bright yellow, 

orange, red and a minimal black in the traditional pattern of stripes 

or checks with broad borders woven in coarse cotton. 

 Over the years, more interesting colours have been introduced for 

the saree, which is worn in a particular manner. 

 

************ 

 

1.3                                      Ethanol : 

Why in News?  CCEA has approved an increase in the price of ethanol 

to be procured by public sector oil marketing companies (OMCs) from 

sugar mills for blending with petrol for the 2019-20 supply year from 

December 1. 

 It has also allowed conversion of old sugar into ethanol. 

 What is ethanol? 

 Ethanol is basically alcohol of 99%-plus purity, which can be used 

for blending with petrol. 

 Produced mainly from molasses, a byproduct of sugar 

manufacture. 

Benefits of the latest move: 

 There is a huge incentive to produce ethanol today. This has been 

additionally facilitated by the government mandating 10% 

blending of petrol with ethanol.  

 If mills are able to divert more of cane juice for ethanol, it would 

mean producing less sugar. Since the country is producing too 

much sugar and is importing oil, the ethanol-blending 

programme is beneficial both for mills and for the country’s balance 

of payments. 

Benefits of ethanol blending: 

 Reduction in import dependency. 

 Support to agricultural sector. 

 Environmental friendly fuel. 

 Additional income to farmers. 
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About Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme: 

 Launched in 2003 on pilot basis. 

 The aim is to promote the use of alternative and environmental 

friendly fuels. 

 Implemented by the Ministry or Oil Marketing Companies 

(OMCs). 

Need: 

 India is the third largest consumer of energy in the world after 

China and the US. 

 India is dependent on imports for about 82.1% of its crude oil 

requirement and to the extent of about 44.4% in case of natural 

gas. 

 India is expected to need 10 billion litres of ethanol annually to 

meet the 20% blending target in 2030 if petrol consumption 

continues to grow at the current pace. At present, the capacity 

stands at 1.55 billion litres a year. 

 

Concerns and challenges: 

 Consistent shortfall in supply of ethanol in the past, mainly on 

account of the cyclical nature of the sugarcane harvests in the 

country. 

 Lack of an integrated approach in the EBP across its value chain. 
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 Way ahead: 

 The National Policy on Bio-fuels has set a target of 20% blending 

of biofuels, both for bio-diesel and bio-ethanol. This will require an 

integrated approach in the Ethanol Blending Programme (EBP).  

 The time is ripe for a cogent and consistent policy and 

administrative framework in the program implementation for the 

success. 

************ 

 

1.4                       The North East Council ( NEC) : 

Why in News?      At the 68th plenary session of the NEC in Guwahati, 

The home minister assured that the Centre would never touch Article 

371 of the Constitution that grants special provisions to the region.  

About the Article 371: 

While Article 370, which limited purchase and inheritance of property to 

permanent residents, was scrapped for J&K, similar provisions are also 

provided under Article 371 in many states. 

 Article 371A prohibits anyone who is not a resident from buying 

land in Nagaland, which may only be bought by tribals who are 

residents of the state. 

 Article 371F bestows on Sikkim government the right of 

ownership of all land in the state, even if it was owned by private 

individuals prior to the state’s merger with India. 

 

 The same Constitutional provision mandates a four-year term for 

the Sikkim state assembly, though assembly elections in the state 

have violated that clause as they have been held every 5 years. 

About the North East Council (NEC): 

Headquarter : Shillong 

Ministry : Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region 

Chairman: Union Minister, Ministry of Development of North Eastern 

Region 

Constituted : By an Act of Parliament in 1971 i.e it is an statutory 

body. The NEC act has been amended in 2002 to add Sikkim and 

restructure it as the regional planning body for the North Eastern Region. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/a-snapshot-on-article-371-that-accords-special-provisions-to-states-in-northeast/article28825174.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/a-snapshot-on-article-371-that-accords-special-provisions-to-states-in-northeast/article28825174.ece
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/article-370-and-35-a-revoked
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/details-of-2015-naga-agreement
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Consists of : Eight states of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, 

Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura.  

The chief ministers and governors represent them. 

 

What it does? 

 The North Eastern Council is the nodal agency for the economic 

and social development of the North Eastern Region. 

 It is an apex level body for securing balanced and coordinated 

development and facilitating coordination with states. 

 The Council is an advisory body and may discuss any matter in 

which the north-eastern states have a common interest and 

advise the Central Government as to the action to be taken on any 

such matter. 

 The funding of council mainly lies with the central government with 

small portions contributed by the state governments as well. 

Recent Changes: It also approved that Minister of State (Independent 

Charge), Ministry of DoNER will serve as Vice Chairman of NEC. 

 NEC now can perform tasks undertaken by various Zonal Councils 

to discuss such inter-State issues as smuggling of arms and 

ammunition, drug trafficking, boundary disputes etc. 

 NEC will also have such powers as may be delegated to it by the 

Central Government. 

 

 

************ 

1.5                                      NATGRID : 

Why in News?  The ambitious National Intelligence Grid (NATGRID) 

project wants to link social media accounts to the huge database of 

records related to immigration entry and exit, banking and telephone 

details among others. 

About NATGRID: 

 It is an ambitious counter terrorism programme. 

 It will utilise technologies like Big Data and analytics to study and 

analyse the huge amounts of data from various intelligence and 

enforcement agencies to help track suspected terrorists and 

prevent terrorist attacks. 
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 It will connect, in different phases, data providing organisations 

and users besides developing a legal structure through which 

information can be accessed by the law enforcement agencies. 

 NATGRID is a post Mumbai 26/11 attack measure. 

 Who can access the data? 

 The database would be accessible to authorised persons from 11 

agencies on a case-to-case basis, and only for professional 

investigations into suspected cases of terrorism. 

Criticisms: 

 NATGRID is facing opposition on charges of possible violations of 

privacy and leakage of confidential personal information. 

 Its efficacy in preventing terror has also been questioned given that 

no state agency or police force has access to its database thus 

reducing chances of immediate effective action. 

 According to few experts, digital databases such as NATGRID can 

be misused. Over the last two decades, the very digital tools that 

terrorists use have also become great weapons to fight the 

ideologies of violence. 

 Intelligence agencies have also opposed amid fears that it would 

impinge on their territory and possibly result in leaks on the leads 

they were working on to other agencies. 

 Why do we need NATGRID? 

 The danger from not having a sophisticated tool like the 

NATGRID is that it forces the police to rely on harsh and 

coercive means to extract information in a crude and 

degrading fashion. 

 After every terrorist incident, it goes about rounding up suspects—

many of who are innocent. If, instead, a pattern search and 

recognition system were in place, these violations of human 

rights would be much fewer. 

 Natgrid would also help the Intelligence Bureau keep a tab on 

persons with suspicious backgrounds. 

 The police would have access to all his data and any movement by 

this person would also be tracked with the help of this data base. 
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************ 

 

1.6                              Public Safety Act : 

Why in news ?     Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Farooq 

Abdullah has been detained under the state’s stringent Public Safety 

Act (PSA), which enables authorities to detain any individual for two 

years without trial. A look at the provisions of the Act, and the 

conversation around it: 

 

What is the PSA? 

 The Jammu & Kashmir Public Safety Act, 1978 is a preventive 

detention law, under which a person is taken into custody to 

prevent him or her from acting in any manner that is prejudicial to 

“the security of the state or the maintenance of the public 

order”. It is very similar to the National Security Act that is used 

by other state governments for preventive detention. 

 By definition, preventive detention is meant to be preventive, not 

punitive. This broad definition is the most common ground 

used by a law-enforcement agency when it slaps the PSA on an 

individual. 

 It comes into force by an administrative order passed either by 

Divisional Commissioner or the District Magistrate, and not by an 

detention order by police based on specific allegations or for 

specific violation of laws. 

 The PSA allows for detention of a person without a formal charge 

and without trial. It can be slapped on a person already in police 

custody; on someone immediately after being granted bail by a 

court; or even on a person acquitted by the court. Detention can 

be up to two years. 

 Unlike in police custody, a person who is detained under the PSA 

need not be produced before a magistrate within 24 hours of the 

detention. The detained person does not have the right to move a 

bail application before a criminal court, and cannot engage any 

lawyer to represent him or her before the detaining authority. 

 Within four weeks of passing the detention order, the government 

has to refer the case to an Advisory Board. This Advisory Board 

will have to give its recommendations within eight weeks of the 

order. If the Board thinks that there is cause for preventive 

detention, the government can hold the person up to two years. 



 

www.vaidicslucknow.com Page 12 
 

 The person detained has limited rights. Usually when a person is 

arrested, they have the right to legal representation and can 

challenge the arrest. But, when a person is arrested under the 

PSA, they do not have these rights before the Advisory Board 

unless sufficient grounds can be established that the detention is 

illegal. There have been cases where the High Court has 

interfered and quashed the detention. 

 According to Section 13(2), the detaining authority need not even 

inform the detained individual as to the reason for the action, if it 

decides that it goes against public interest. 

 The District Magistrate who has passed the detention order has 

protection under the Act, which states that the order is 

considered “done in good faith”. Therefore, there can no be 

prosecution or any legal proceeding against the official who has 

passed the order. Also, after an amendment last year by the 

Governor, persons detained under the PSA in Jammu & Kashmir 

can now be detained in jails outside the state. 

 

Safeguards : 

 

 The only way this administrative preventive detention order can 

be challenged is through a habeas corpus petition filed by 

relatives of the detained person.  

 The High Court and the Supreme Court have the jurisdiction to 

hear such petitions and pass a final order seeking quashing of the 

PSA. However, if the order is quashed, there in no bar on the 

government passing another detention order under the PSA 

and detaining the person again. 

 

************ 

 

1.7                               Paika Rebellion :  

 

Why in news?      President Ram Nath Kovind to lay the foundation 

of a memorial dedicated to the 1817 Paika Rebellion. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

www.vaidicslucknow.com Page 13 
 

Who are Paikas? 

 

 Paikas had been recruited since the 16th century by kings in 

Odisha from a variety of social groups to render martial services in 

return for rent-free land (nish-kar jagirs) and titles.  

 They were the traditional land-owning militia of Odisha and served 

as warriors. 

 

How the rebellion began? 

 

 When armies of the East India Company overran most of Odisha in 

1803, the Raja of Khurda lost his primacy and the power and 

prestige of the Paikas went on a decline. 

 The British were not comfortable with these aggressive, warlike new 

subjects and set up a commission under Walter Ewer to look into 

the issue. 

 The commission recommended that the hereditary rent-free lands 

granted to the Paikas be taken over by the British administration 

and this recommendation was zealously adhered to. They revolted 

against the British. 

 Bakshi Jagabandhu Bidyadhar Mohapatra Bharamarbar Rai, the 

highest-ranking military general of King of Khorda Mukund Dev 

II, led the Paikas to join the uprising. 

 However, the rebellion had several other underlying causes – like 

the rise in the price of salt, abolition of the cowrie currency for 

payment of taxes and an overtly extortionist land revenue policy. 

 Although initially the Company struggled to respond they managed 

to put down the rebellion by May 1817. Many of the Paik leaders 

were hung or deported. Jagabandhu surrendered in 1825. 

  

Nationalist movement or a peasant rebellion? 

 

 The Paika Rebellion is one among the peasant rebellions that took 

place in India when the British East India Company was expanding 

its military enterprise.  

 Because these uprisings violently clashed with European 

colonialists and missionaries on many occasions, their resistance is 

sometimes seen as the first expression of resistance against 

colonial rule — and therefore considered to be “nationalist” in 

nature. 
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  ************ 

 

2.                           International 

2.1                     Financial Action Task Force (FATF) : 

Why in News?  Financial Action Task Force affiliate Asia Pacific 

Group (APG) places Pakistan on Blacklist for failing to combat 

terrorism, money laundering and meeting the required global standards. 

Pakistan was put in the list for the following reasons: 

 Pakistan was non-compliant in 32 of the 40 Compliance 

Parameters on Money Laundering & Terror Financing and Pakistan 

was low in 10 of the 11 Effectiveness Parameters.   

Background: 

 Pakistan was placed on the grey list by the FATF in June last year 

for failing to curb anti-terror financing. It has been scrambling 

in recent months to avoid being added to a list of countries deemed 

non-compliant with anti-money laundering and terrorist financing 

regulations by the Paris-based FATF, a measure that officials here 

fear could further hurt its economy. 

About FATF: 

 The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an inter-governmental 

body established in 1989 on the initiative of the G7.  It is a 

“policy-making body” which works to generate the necessary 

political will to bring about national legislative and regulatory 

reforms in various areas. The FATF Secretariat is housed at the 

OECD headquarters in Paris. 

 Objectives: The objectives of the FATF are to set standards and 

promote effective implementation of legal, regulatory and 

operational measures for combating money laundering, terrorist 

financing and other related threats to the integrity of the 

international financial system. 

 Functions: The FATF monitors the progress of its members in 

implementing necessary measures, reviews money laundering and 
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terrorist financing techniques and counter-measures and promotes 

the adoption and implementation of appropriate measures globally.   

 In collaboration with other international stakeholders, the FATF 

works to identify national-level vulnerabilities with the aim of 

protecting the international financial system from misuse. 

What is blacklist and grey list? 

FATF maintains two different lists of countries: those that have 

deficiencies in their AML/CTF regimes, but they commit to an action plan 

to address these loopholes, and those that do not end up doing enough. 

The former is commonly known as grey list and latter as blacklist. 

Once a country is blacklisted, FATF calls on other countries to apply 

enhanced due diligence and counter measures, increasing the cost of 

doing business with the country and in some cases severing it altogether.  

As of now there are only two countries in the blacklist — Iran and 

North Korea — and seven on the grey list, including Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 

Syria and Yemen. 

Asia-Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG): 

 FATF Asia-Pacific Group is one of the regional affiliates of the 

Financial Action Task Force. 

 The Asia-Pacific Group on Money Laundering works to ensure 

that all the countries adopt and implement the anti-money 

laundering and counter-terrorist financing standards that are set out 

in the FATF’s 40 Recommendations and Eight Special 

Recommendations. 

 APG assists countries in implementing laws to deal with crime, 

assistance, punishment, investigations; provides guidance in setting 

proper reporting systems and helps in establishing financial 

intelligence units. 

 At present, there are 41 members of APG. Of these, 11 countries are 

also the members of the head FATF – India, China, Australia, 

Canada, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand 

Singapore and the United States. 
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************ 

2.2                   Japan and South Korea’s Feud : 

About : 

South Korea has terminated its military intelligence-sharing pact 

GSOMIA with Japan. 

It comes after Japan removed South Korea's favoured trade partner 

status and imposed export controls on its important electronics sector. 

 Tensions between Japan and South Korea have been mounting 

over trade and intelligence disagreements. 

 Japan removed South Korea from its list of preferred trade 

partners, called the “Whitelist.” 

 Japan alleged that South Korea had broken protocol and illegally 

shared chemical imports with North Korea. However, South Korea 

denied the accusation. 

 The 2 nations share a complicated history. 

 South Korea has for long complained about wartime atrocities and 

inadequate apologies for colonial excesses on Japan’s part. 

 They have fought on and off since at least the 7th Century, and 

Japan has repeatedly tried to invade the peninsula since then. 

 In 1910, it annexed Korea, turning the territory into a colony. 

 When World War 2 began, thousands of women, from across 

Asia were sent to military brothels to service Japanese 

soldiers. 

 Many of these victims, known as "Comfort women" were Korean. 

 Japan's rule of Korea ended in 1945 when it was defeated in the 

war. 

 In 1965, 20 years after Japan's defeat, South Korea agreed to 

normalise relations, in exchange for millions of dollars in loans and 

grants. 

 The issue of "comfort women" remains a sensitive one. 

 A deal was eventually signed in 2015, Japan apologised and 

promised to pay 1 bn yen, the amount South Korea asked for 

to fund victims. 

 The historic dispute rumbles on, with neither country looking likely 

to bend. 
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About the GSOMIA: 

It is the “General Security Of Military Information Agreement”. 

 It was signed in 2016 to streamline intelligence sharing between the 

U.S., Japan and South Korea about North Korean nuclear activity. 

 It automatically renews annually unless one of the countries decides 

to pull out. 

 Before the GSOMIA, the U.S. had two separate intelligence-sharing 

agreements with South Korea and Japan. 

 

 

************ 

2.3           China’s One Country Two Systems policy : 

Why in News?    The Protests in Hong Kong have brought a decades-

old policy of the People’s Republic of China back into focus — One 

Country Two Systems. 

The protesters say Beijing is trying to violate this policy by infringing on 

Hong Kong’s autonomy. 

What’s this One Country Two Systems approach? 

 As per the policy, the Hong Kong and Macau Special Administrative 

Regions, both former colonies, can have different economic and 

political systems from that of mainland China, while being part of 

the People’s Republic of China. 

 It was proposed by Deng Xiaoping with an aim to unify China and 

Taiwan. 

 On December 19, 1984, China and the U.K. signed the Sino-

British Joint Declaration in Beijing, which set the terms for the 

autonomy and the legal, economic and governmental systems for 

Hong Kong post 1997. 

 Similarly, on March 26, 1987, China and Portugal signed the 

Joint Declaration on the Question of Macau in which China made 

similar promises for the region of Macau after it was handed over to 

Beijing. 
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The present status: 

 Hong Kong returned to Chinese control on July 1, 1997, and 

Macau’s sovereignty was transferred on December 20, 1999. 

 Both regions became Special Administrative Regions of China. The 

regions would have their own currencies, economic and legal 

systems, but defence and diplomacy would be decided by Beijing. 

 Their mini-Constitutions would remain valid for 50 years — till 

2047 for Hong Kong and 2049 for Macau. It is unclear what will 

happen after this term. 

What triggered the current crisis? 

 In recent years, there has been a growing outcry from Hong Kong’s 

pro-democracy civil society against China’s alleged attempts to 

erode the city’s autonomy. This has created tensions between the 

city’s youth and the local government, which is effectively chosen 

by Beijing. 

 

************ 
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2.4    Russia set to offer submarines during Modi-Putin   
summit : 

Why in News?  Russia is likely to offer India its conventional 

submarines at the summit between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 

President Vladimir Putin at Vladivostok. 

 

 

About : 

 Modi is to visit Vladivostok to attend the Eastern Economic 

Forum as well as the annual bilateral summit with Russian 

President Vladimir Putin. 

 This is the 20th summit between the leaders of the two countries 

since the year 2000 when the mechanism was 

institutionalized. 

 The meeting between Modi and Putin will be their third this year—

previously they met on the margins of the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation meet in the Kyrgyz capital Bishkek and the G20 

meet in Osaka. 

 The two countries are looking to get Indian investment into 

Russia’s Far East that borders China, a region rich in mineral 

resources. 
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About the Eastern Economic Forum: 

 The Eastern Economic Forum was established by the decree of the 

President of the Russian Federation in the year 2015. 

 It takes place each year in Vladivostok, a city in Russia. 

 It serves as a platform for the discussion of key issues in the world 

economy, regional integration, and the development of new industrial and 

technological sectors, as well as of the global challenges facing Russia and 

other nations. 

 The Forum business programme includes a number of business dialogues 

with leading partner countries in the Asia-Pacific region, and with ASEAN, 

a key integration organization of dynamically developing nations in 

Southeast Asia. 

 Over the years, it has emerged as an international platform for discussing 

the strategy for developing political, economic and cultural ties between 

 Russia and Asia Pacific. 

Strengthening Defence: 

 The submarines will be offered on the government-to-government 

route under the Navy’s Project-75I at the summit. 

 This is expected to save a lot of time in the procurement process. 

 The Navy is looking to buy six advanced conventional diesel-electric 

submarines under Project 75I that, after several delays, has made 

progress in the past several months. 

 The procurement is under the Strategic Partnership (SP) model, 

and is the second project to be processed through this route after 

the Navy’s tender for utility helicopters. 

 The Russian submarine will likely be based on the Amur 1650 

conventional submarine, modified to suit Indian requirements. 

 

 

************ 

 

 

 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/asean
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2.4                            Samudrayaan’ project : 

Why in News?  India to undertake deep ocean mining with 

‘Samudrayaan’ project. 

About Samudrayaan: 

 It is a pilot project of the Ministry of Earth Sciences for deep 

ocean mining for rare minerals. 

 It proposes to send men into the deep sea in a submersible vehicle 

for ocean studies. 

 The project is expected to become a reality by 2021-22. 

 The project has been undertaken by the National Institute of 

Ocean Technology (NIOT).  

Significance: 

 If the ‘Samudrayaan’ project is successful, India will join the league 

of developed nations in the exploration of minerals from oceans. 

 India could be the first developing country to undertake such a 

project.  

 What are PMN? 

 Polymetallic nodules (also known as manganese nodules) are 

potato-shaped, largely porous nodules found in abundance 

carpeting the sea floor of world oceans in deep sea. 

 Composition: Besides manganese and iron, they contain nickel, 

copper, cobalt, lead, molybdenum, cadmium, vanadium, 

titanium, of which nickel, cobalt and copper are considered to be of 

economic and strategic importance. 

 Potential: It is envisaged that 10% of recovery of that large 

reserve can meet the energy requirement of India for the next 100 

years.  

 It has been estimated that 380 million metric tonnes of 

polymetallic nodules are available at the bottom of the seas in the 

Central Indian Ocean. 

 

 ************ 
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2.5                                Malé Declaration : 

Why in News?      The fourth South Asian Speakers’ Summit was 

held recently in Maldives capital with the secretary general of the Inter-

Parliamentary Union and senior lawmakers from Afghanistan, 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 

Background: 

 This is the fourth event in a series of Speakers’ Summits for the 

region on SDGs, the previous three having been hosted by the 

Jatiya Sangsad of Bangladesh (in 2016), the Sansad of India (in 

2017) and the Parliament of Sri Lanka (2018). 

Outcome of the summit: 

 At the end of the summit, Male Declaration was adopted by the 

leaders. 

About the Male Declaration: 

 The Declaration “unanimously” felt that Kashmir was an 

“internal matter” of India and overlooked all assertions made by 

Islamabad on the issue.  

India’s position: 

 India has defended its decision to scrap provisions of Article 370 

that have special status to Jammu and Kashmir, saying that it 

was an internal matter.  

 India has also snubbed Pakistan for interfering in the internal 

matters of the country, saying that Pakistan was misleading the 

world. 

Way ahead for India: 

 For India, there is now no “outstanding” issue of Kashmir except 

India’s claim on Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK), which 

includes Gilgit-Baltistan.  

 The need for a back-channel to find a solution to the Kashmir issue 

has disappeared. 
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 India’s decision will also have effect on the Indus Waters Treaty and 

Pakistan’s strategy of creating obstacles for Indian power projects 

in Jammu and Kashmir permitted by the treaty. 

 UN might issue some statement advocating reduction of 

tensions and peaceful settlement of differences, etc., but a 

change in India’s domestic law on J&K’s status within the Indian 

Union is not an international matter as it does not endanger 

international peace and security. 

 More importantly, Article 370 does not figure in any UN 

resolution on Kashmir. It was inserted in the Indian Constitution in 

1954 unilaterally by India, many years after the UN resolutions 

on J&K and, so, it can be unilaterally removed. 

Options before Pakistan: 

 Pakistan has propagandist options, but no substantial ones. 

 It can try to foment resistance within the valley to India’s 

decision and step up terrorism in J&K. 

 This will be risky as support to jihadi activities in J&K will allow 

India to increase pressure on Pakistan in the Financial Action 

Task Force (FATF), besides the danger of retaliation from India, 

which Pakistan can ill afford in view of its distressed economic 

situation. 

 

************ 

2.6              India-ASEAN Free Trade Pact in Goods : 

Why in News?  India and 10-member bloc of South-East Asian 

nations have agreed to review their free trade agreement, signed in 

2009, to make it more business-friendly and boost economic ties. 

About India-ASEAN Free Trade Pact in Goods 

 The India-ASEAN trade in goods pact came into force from January 

2010. 

 Under the pact, two trading partners set timelines for eliminating 

duties on the maximum number of goods traded between the two 

regions. 



 

www.vaidicslucknow.com Page 24 
 

 The 10 ASEAN members are Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, 

Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand, the Philippines, Laos 

and Vietnam. 

 The bilateral trade between the two sides has increased to $80.8 

billion in 2018 from $73.6 billion in 2017. 

Issues with the current Pact : 

 India has been seeking to renegotiate the terms of the FTA as 

there’s no review or exit clause in it. 

 As per an assessment, the FTA has led to a 250 per cent 

increase in India’s trade deficit with ASEAN nation. 

About the Review : 

 India and 10-member bloc of South-East Asian nations have 

agreed to review their free trade agreement, signed in 2009, to 

make it more business-friendly and boost economic ties. 

 The two sides also decided to constitute a joint committee for this 

purpose, according to a statement. 

 The ministers agreed to initiate the review of the ASEAN-India trade 

in goods agreement to make it more user-friendly, simple, and 

trade facilitative for businesses. 

 After the ASEAN-India FTA, the trade deficit with these nations 

increased manifold and various sectors, including agriculture and 

industry, were badly hit. 

  “Steel, glass, telecom and various other industries are the worst 

affected due to the pact. The review will help in going towards a 

more equitable and balanced trade 

 

************ 

2.7                          Eurasian Economic Union : 

Why in News?     The Eurasian Economic Union is an international 

organization for regional economic integration. It has international 

legal personality and is established by the Treaty on the Eurasian 

Economic Union. 
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 The EAEU provides for free movement of goods, services, capital 

and labor, pursues coordinated, harmonized and single policy in 

the sectors determined by the Treaty and international agreements 

within the Union. 

 The Member-States of the Eurasian Economic Union are the 

Republic of Armenia, the Republic of Belarus, the Republic of 

Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic and the Russian Federation. 

 The Union is being created to comprehensively upgrade, raise the 

competitiveness of and cooperation between the national 

economies, and to promote stable development in order to raise the 

living standards of the nations of the Member-States. 

Governance : 

 The Supreme Council is the Union’s supreme authority. The Heads 

of the Member-States form the Supreme Council. 

 The Intergovernmental Council is a Union’s body consisting of the 

Heads of the Member-States Governments. 

 Eurasian Economic Commission is a permanent supranational 

regulatory body of the Union, with its members appointed by the 

Council of the Commission and the Board of the Commission.  

 The core tasks of the Commission are fostering the conditions to 

support the operation and development of the Union, and drafting 

proposals in the field of economic integration within the Union. 

 The Court of the Eurasian Economic Union is the court of justice of 

the Eurasian Economic Union, which ensures the uniform 

application of the EAEU Treaty and other Union treaties by the 

Union Member-States and bodies. 

 

************ 
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3.                           Economy 
 

3.1              Advisory Board on Bank Frauds (ABBF) : 

Why in News?  The Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) has 

reconstituted the Advisory Board on Bank, Commercial and Financial 

Frauds as the “Advisory Board for Banking Frauds” (ABBF). 

About : 

 CVC in consultation with RBI, based on ‘YM Malegam’ expert 

committee on NPAs and frauds, took this decision. 

 It reconstitutes the body with 4 members, who will have a 2-year 

tenure. 

 State-run banks will need to report all cases of large frauds to 

ABBF. 

 The board’s jurisdiction would be limited to those cases involving 

the level of officers of General Manager and above in public sector 

banks. 

 Individual PSBs would refer all large fraud cases above Rs 50 

crore to the board. 

 On receipt of its recommendation/advice, the PSB concerned would 

take further action in such matters. 

 ABBF will decide the course of action for each of these cases, 

including a reference to investigating agencies such as the CBI. 

 Normally, frauds and NPAs are considered a consequence of each 

other, but they are different. 

 An NPA is a loan or advances wherein the interest and/or 

installments of the principal remain overdue for over 90 days. 

 

************ 

3.2               Economic  Capital Framework ( ECF)  : 

Why in News?    The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) at its board 

meeting recently decided to transfer 1.76 lakh crore to the Centre which 
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is likely to address the precarious fiscal situation of the government to a 

great extent. 

The 1.76 lakh crore includes the central bank’s 2018-19 surplus of 1.23 

lakh crore and 52,637 crore of excess provisions identified as per the 

revised Economic Capital Framework (ECF) adopted at the Board 

meeting. 

Background: 

Jalan panel:  

The RBI had formed a committee chaired by former Governor Bimal 

Jalan to review its economic capital framework and suggest the quantum 

of excess provision to be transferred to the government. 

Main recommendations of Bimal jalan Committee: 

The panel recommended a clear distinction between the two components 

of economic capital - realized equity and revaluation balances. 

 It was recommended that realized equity could be used for meeting all 

risks/ losses as they were primarily built up from retained earnings, 

while revaluation balances could be reckoned only as risk buffers 

against market risks as they represented unrealized valuation gains and 

hence were not distributable.  

What is economic capital framework? 

Economic capital framework refers to the risk capital required by the 

central bank while taking into account different risks. The economic 

capital framework reflects the capital that an institution requires or 

needs to hold as a counter against unforeseen risks or events or losses 

in the future. 

Why it needs a fix? 

 Existing economic capital framework which governs the RBI’s 

capital requirements and terms for the transfer of its surplus to the 

government is based on a conservative assessment of risk by the 

central bank and that a review of the framework would result in 

excess capital being freed, which the RBI can then share with the 

government. 
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 The government believes that RBI is sitting on much higher 

reserves than it actually needs to tide over financial emergencies 

that India may face. Some central banks around the world (like US 

and UK) keep 13% to 14% of their assets as a reserve compared to 

RBI’s 27% and some (like Russia) more than that. 

WHAT IS CAPITAL BUFFER? 

 A capital buffer is mandatory capital that financial institutions are 

required to hold. 

 Capital buffers were mandated under the Basel III regulatory 

reforms, which were implemented following the 2007-2008 

financial crisis. 

 

************ 

3.3                        External Benchmark Rate : 

 

Why in News?  The Reserve Bank of India has made it mandatory for 

all banks to link all new floating rate loans (i.e. personal/retail loans, 

loans to MSMEs) to an external benchmark with effect from 1st October 

2019. The move is aimed at faster transmission of monetary policy rates. 

 Banks can choose from one of the four external benchmarks — 

repo rate, three-month treasury bill yield, six-month treasury bill 

yield or any other benchmark interest rate published by Financial 

Benchmarks India Private Ltd. 

 At present, interest rates on loans are linked to a bank’s marginal 

cost of fund-based interest rate, known as the Marginal Cost of 

Lending Rate (MCLR). 

 Existing loans and credit limits linked to the MCLR, base rate or 

Benchmark Prime Lending Rate, would continue till repayment or 

renewal. 

 Those customers wanting to switch to the repo-linked rate can do 

so on mutually acceptable terms. 

 The interest rate under the external benchmark shall be reset at 

least once every three months. 

 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/important-institutions-national-institution-reserve-bank-of-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/sbi-linked-its-interest-rate-to-the-repo-rate
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Fixed vs Floating Interest Rate: 

 The fixed interest rate on loan means repayment of loans in fixed 

equal installments over the entire period of the loan. In this case, 

the interest rate doesn't change with market fluctuations. 

 Floating interest rate by name implies that the rate of 

interest varies with market conditions. The drawback with floating 

interest rates is the uneven nature of monthly installments. 

Key Terms: 

Marginal Cost of Lending Rate: It came into effect in April 2016. 

 

 It is a benchmark lending rate for floating-rate loans. 

 This is the minimum interest rate at which commercial banks can 

lend. 

 This rate is based on four components—the marginal cost of 

funds, negative carry on account of cash reserve ratio, operating 

costs and tenor premium. 

 MCLR is linked to the actual deposit rates. Hence, when deposit 

rates rise, it indicates the banks are likely to hike MCLR and 

lending rates are set to go up. 

 

Base Rate:  Banks stopped lending on base rate from April 2016. 

 

 Loans taken between June 2010 and April 2016 from banks were 

on base rate. 

 During the period, base rate was the minimum interest rate at 

which commercial banks could lend to customers. 

 Base rate is calculated on three parameters — the cost of fund, 

unallocated cost of resources and return on net worth. Hence, the 

rate depended on individual banks and they changed it whenever 

their cost of funds and other parameters changed. 

Benchmark Prime Lending Rate: BPLR was used as benchmark rate by 

banks for lending till June 2010. 

 

 Under it, bank loans were priced on the actual cost of funds. 

 However, the BPLR was subverted, resulting in an opaque system. 

The bulk of wholesale credit (loans to corporate customers) was 
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contracted at sub-BPL rates and it comprised nearly 70% of all 

bank credit. 

 

 Under this system, banks were subsidizing corporate loans by 

charging high interest rates from retail and small and medium 

enterprise customers. 

About the Base rate: 

 Base rate is the minimum rate set by the Reserve Bank of India below 

which banks are not allowed to lend to its customers. 

 Base rate is decided in order to enhance transparency in the credit 

market and ensure that banks pass on the lower cost of fund to their 

customers.  

 Loan pricing will be done by adding base rate and a suitable spread 

depending on the credit risk premium. 

 

************ 

3.4                     Steps to Spur Economic Growth : 

Why in News?  The Finance Minister has announced a number of 

measures to help reignite the slowing economy. 

 The primary reasons for this slowdown include weak consumption 

(e.g. reduction in auto sales, housing sales etc.) and a 

deteriorating global environment (US-China trade war, Brexit 

etc.). 

Measures To Boost Export Sector : 

Use of Information and Communications Technology (ICT): Number 

of measures have been announced to leverage technology to promote 

exports. 

 Fully electronic refund module for a quick and automated refund of 

Input Tax Credits (ITC) will be implemented by end September 

2019. 

1. ITC means deducting the tax paid on inputs from the tax payable 

on the final output. 
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 An Online “Origin Management System” for exporters to enable 

them to obtain Certificates of Origin – CoO will be launched. 

1. Certificate of Origin is an instrument which establishes 

evidence on the origin of goods imported into any country. 

These certificates are essential for exporters to prove where their 

goods come from and therefore stake their claim to whatever 

benefits goods of Indian origin may be eligible for in the country of 

exports. 

 Technology will be further leveraged to further reduce "Time to 

export" - through seamless process digitization of all export 

clearances (port/airport/customs, etc) and elimination of 

offline/manual services. 

Remission of Duties or Taxes on Export Product (RoDTEP): It will 

replace the Merchandise Exports from India Scheme (MEIS), which is not 

compliant with world trade rules. 

 The new scheme will be implemented from 1st January 2020 and 

will more than adequately incentivize exporters than existing 

schemes put together. 

 The Merchandise Exports from India Scheme (MEIS) was 

introduced in the Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) 2015-20 w.e.f. 1st 

April 2015 with the objective to offset infrastructural inefficiencies 

and associated costs involved in exporting goods/products which 

are produced /manufactured in India including products 

produced/manufactured by MSME Sector. 

Export Financing: To increase bank credit to exporters, the Export 

Credit Guarantee Corporation (ECGC) will expand the scope of its Export 

Credit Insurance Scheme (ECIS) to provide a higher insurance cover to 

banks that are lending working capital for exports. 

 Credit flow to exporters has come down by 35%. 

 At present banks are covered for 60% of what they lend to 

exporters for working capital. With the new move, it is expected to 

be increased to 90%. 

 It would also enable a reduction in the overall cost of export credit 

including interest rates, especially to MSMEs. 

1. Effective monitoring of export financing will be done by the 

Department of Commerce. 
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 Export finance refers to financial assistance extended by banks and 

other financial institutions to businesses for the shipping of 

products outside a country or region. 

1. Priority Sector Lending (PSL) norms for export credit have been 

examined and enabling guidelines are under consideration of RBI. 

 This will release an additional Rs. 36,000 - 68,000 crores as export 

credit under the priority sector. 

Effective Use of FTAs : Free Trade Agreement (FTA) Utilisation Mission, 

headed by a Senior officer in the Department of Commerce, will be set 

up, to work exclusively with export houses to utilise concessional tariffs 

in each FTA. 

Mega Shopping Festivals : To boost exports, Dubai- like annual mega 

shopping festivals in India will be organized in 4 places across March 

2020. These will focus on four themes: Gems Jewellery, 

Handicrafts/Yoga/Tourism, Textiles and Leather. 

 

 

Measures To Boost Housing Sector: 

Increasing Bank Credit for Homebuyers: 

 The External Commercial Borrowing (ECB) guidelines will be 

relaxed to facilitate financing for home buyers who are eligible 

under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana. 
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 The interest rate on house building advances will be lowered and 

linked with the 10 Year Government Security yields. 

A Special Window Fund, to provide last mile funding to non-NPA (Non-

Performing Assets) and non- NCLT (National Company Law Tribunal) 

projects in the affordable and middle-income category. 

 The government will contribute up to Rs 10,000 crores alongside 

other investors including LIC and private banks. 

 

 

************ 

3.5                           Benchmark Brent Crude Prices : 

Why in News?  Prices of petroleum products like petrol and diesel have 

recently gone up due to drone attack on Saudi Aramco’s facility at 

Abqaiq.  

Benchmark Brent crude prices were up by over $6 at $67 a barrel 

recently, which is a jump of over 10%, and could rise further. 
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About : 

 Oil marketing companies (OMCs) will have to increase the retail 

product prices in a fortnight. 

 Besides, the sharp jump in global crude prices may also put 

pressure on refining margins amid slowing demand, increasing 

the OMCs’ prospects of making losses.  

 Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL) closed down 7% to 

Rs 380.10, Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited (HPCL) 

lost 5.7% ending at Rs 255.55, Chennai Petroleum Corporation 

Limited (CPCL) closed down 3% to Rs 188.75, while Indian Oil 

Corporation Limited (IOCL) and Reliance Industries (RIL) lost 

1.15% and 1.20% respectively. 

Oil output drops : 

 Following the drone attack on its oil processing facility at Abqaiq, 

Saudi Aramco has cut down its oil production by 5.7 million 

barrels per day (mbpd). 

 This has reduced global oil supply by 6%, which is huge. However, 

this will not result in a physical shortage of oil for India. 

The real impact for India will be the rise in prices. 

 The $6-7 per barrel increase in oil prices has an immediate 

impact on India. Based on past experience, if the price of oil 

crosses $70-75 per barrel, the government may start thinking of 

bringing back the administered pricing mechanism.  

 Meanwhile, an Air India official said a 10% rise in the cost of 

aviation turbine fuel adds Rs 50 crore to its monthly fuel bill. 
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What is Brent Crude Prices? 

 Brent Crude is a major trading classification of sweet light crude oil that 

serves as a major benchmark price for purchases of oil worldwide. 

 The Brent blend of crude oil is a type of sweet crude oil that is used as a 

benchmark for the prices of other crude oils. Brent blend is most often 

found in parts of the North Sea off the coast of the U.K. and Norway. 

 It is a mix of crude oil from several facilities in the Ninian and Brent 

fields on the North Sea.  

Brent futures are traded on both the ICE and NYMEX exchanges, with 

delivery dates for all 12 months of the year. 

 

 

*********** 

3.6                            Corporate Income Tax : 

 
Why in news ? Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has recently 

announced major changes in corporate income tax rates to revive 

growth in the broader economy. This has been achieved through 

an ordinance– the Taxation Laws (Amendment) Ordinance 2019. 

 What has the government done? 

1. Corporate tax rate to be 22 per cent without exemptions. 

2. No Minimum Alternate Tax (MAT) applicable on such companies. 

3. Effective corporate tax rate after surcharge and cess to be 25.17 

percent. 

4. To attract investment in manufacturing, local companies 

incorporated after October 2019 and till March 2023, will pay tax 

at 15 percent. 

5. That effective tax for new companies shall be 17.01 percent, 

including cess and surcharge. Companies enjoying tax holidays 

would be able to avail concessional rates post the exemption 

period. 
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6. Will give MAT relief for those opting to continue paying surcharge 

and cess. MAT has been reduced to 15 percent from 18.5 percent 

for companies who continue to avail exemptions and incentives. 

7. To stabilise flow of funds into the market the enhanced surcharge 

announced in Budget 2019 will not apply on capital gains arising 

on sale of any security, including derivatives by foreign portfolio 

investors (FPI). 

8. For listed companies which made announcement for public 

buyback before July 2019 it is provided that tax on buyback on 

shares of such companies will not be charged. 

 

How do these rates compare globally? 

The new corporate income tax rates in India will be lower than USA (27 

percent), Japan (30.62 percent), Brazil (34 percent), Germany (30 

percent) and is similar to China (25 percent) and Korea (25 percent). 

New companies in India with an effective tax rate of 17 percent 

are equivalent what corporates pay in Singapore (17 percent). 

Need for and significance of the latest move: 

The goal is to turn India into an investors’ darling, demonstrate the 

government’s intent to walk the talk on economic management, restore 

investors’ confidence and boost sentiments and demand. 

 Benefits associated: 

1. Alter the profitability dynamic of the Indian corporate 

ecosystem. 

2. Given the substantially lower rates would imply that many 

corporates will break even much ahead than what would have 

been the case with the earlier rates. 

3. Lower taxes should, ideally, result is higher profit margins. 

This should bolster their books, and some of these companies 

should be able to pass on the higher margins in the form of lower 

product prices to consumers. 

4. Lower corporate income tax rates and the resultant change in 

profitability will likely prompt companies to invest more, raising 

their capital expenditure (capex). 
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5. Additional capacities will, eventually, through a secondary 

round effect, prompt these companies to hire more employees. 

 Why has the government brought an ordinance to bring in these 

changes? 

Changes in income tax rates (both corporate and individual) require 

legislative amendments. These require Parliamentary ratification. When 

the Parliament is not in session, the government can bring these changes 

through an Ordinance and later bring a Bill when Parliament convenes. 

 

 

 
 

 

*********** 
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4.                    Science & Technology 

4.1                             Gravitational lensing : 

About : 

 Using NASA’s James Webb Space Telescope researchers plan to 

investigate how new stars are born. 

 For this, a natural phenomenon called “Gravitational lensing” is 

to be used. 

 The gravitational field of a massive object will extend far into space, 

and cause light rays passing close to that object to be bent and 

refocused somewhere else. 

 This phenomenon is ‘Gravitational lensing’, simply put, ‘mass 

bends light’. 

 The effect is analogous to that produced by a lens. 

 The more massive the object, the stronger its gravitational field and 

hence the greater the bending of light rays. 

 It is just like using denser materials to make optical lenses results 

in a greater amount of refraction. 

 In effect, these are natural, cosmic telescopes, called 

gravitational lenses. 

 These large celestial objects will magnify the light from distant 

galaxies that are at or near the peak of star formation. 

 The effect allows researchers to study the details of early galaxies 

too far away.  

Gravitational lensing happens on all scales: 

1. The gravitational field of galaxies and clusters of galaxies can lens 

light. 

2. On smaller objects such as stars and planets. 

3. Even the mass of our own bodies will lens light passing near us a 

tiny bit, although the effect is too small to ever measure. 

 The Milky Way today forms the equivalent of one Sun every 

year, but in the past, that rate was up to 100 times greater. 

 NASA now plans to look billions of years into the past in order to 

understand how our Sun formed.           

 The programme is called ‘Targeting Extremely Magnified 

Panchromatic Lensed Arcs and Their Extended Star 

Formation’, or TEMPLATES.                  
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************ 

 

4.2                                         NIPGR : 

Why in News?    The scientists at the National Institute of Plant 

Genome Research (NIPGR) in New Delhi have identified a gene that is 

involved in regulating the size of rice grain. 

Important Facts: 

 The new development represents a new approach towards 

developing rice varieties that produce bigger and consequently 

heavier grains. 

 The researchers had found in earlier studies that expression of a 

particular gene, OsMed15a, was higher at different stages of seed 

development.  

 The observation led them to explore its role further. They scanned 

509 different rice genotypes and found that the nucleotide 

sequences of the OsMed15a gene varied depending on size of 

grain.  

 OsMed15a was also found to play major role in regulating the 

expression of three other genes — GW2, GW5 and DR11I- which 

determine grain size and weight. 

 When Researchers suppressed the expression of OsMed15a in 

transgenic plants using RNAi technology, the seeds became 

smaller and wider. 

 About the Transgenic plants: 

 Transgenic plants are the ones, whose DNA is modified using 

genetic engineering techniques. The aim is to introduce a new trait 

to the plant which does not occur naturally in the species. 

A transgenic plant contains a gene or genes that have been 

artificially inserted. 

About the RNA interference (RNAi):  

  It is a biological process in which RNA molecules inhibit gene 

expression or translation, by neutralizing targeted mRNA 

molecules. 
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  Historically, RNAi was known by other names, including co-

suppression, post-transcriptional gene silencing (PTGS) and 

quelling. 

 

 

About the Transgenic plants: 

Transgenic plants are the ones, whose DNA is modified using genetic 

engineering techniques. The aim is to introduce a new trait to 

the plant which does not occur naturally in the species. A transgenic 

plant contains a gene or genes that have been artificially inserted. 

About the RNA interference (RNAi):  

 It is a biological process in which RNA molecules inhibit gene expression or 

translation, by neutralizing targeted mRNA molecules. 

 Historically, RNAi was known by other names, including co-suppression, 

post-transcriptional gene silencing (PTGS) and quelling. 

 

 

************ 
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5.                    Environment & Biodiversity 

5.1                    18th Conference of Parties(CoP18) : 

Why in News?    A resolution calling for Japan and the European 

Union (EU) to close their legal domestic ivory markets was not adopted at 

the ongoing 18th Conference of Parties (CoP18) to the Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) in Geneva on August 

21, 2019. 

Background: 

 Currently, EU regulations afford too many opportunities for 

criminals to pass off ivory from poached elephants as antiques 

and export to other markets around the world. 

 Legal ivory markets and a lack of action against large illegal 

markets in certain countries continue to provide opportunities for 

criminal syndicates to traffic ivory. 

About Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of 

Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES): 

1. It is an International agreement to regulate worldwide commercial 

trade in wild animal and plant species.  

2. It restricts trade in items made from such plants and animals, such 

as food, clothing, medicine and souvenirs. 

3. It was signed on March 3, 1973 (Hence world wildlife day is 

celebrated on March 3). 

4. It is administered by the United Nations Environment Programme 

(UNEP). 

5. Secretariat— Geneva (Switzerland). 

6. CITES is legally binding on state parties to the convention, 

which are obliged to adopt their own domestic legislation to 

implement its goals. 

Classifications: 

It classifies plants and animals according to three categories, or 

appendices, based on how threatened they are? 

1. Appendix I: It lists species that are in danger of extinction. It 

prohibits commercial trade of these plants and animals except in 

extraordinary situations for scientific or educational reasons. 
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2. Appendix II species:  They are those that are not threatened with 

extinction but that might suffer a serious decline in number if trade 

is not restricted. Their trade is regulated by permit. 

3. Appendix III species:  They are protected in at least one country 

that is a CITES member states and that has petitioned others for 

help in controlling international trade in that species.  

 

************ 

5.2      Star tortoise, otters get higher protection at CITES : 

Why in News?  The Indian star tortoise was upgraded to CITES 

Appendix I (threatened with extinction). It got the highest level of 

international protection from commercial trade. 

About : 

 The Indian star tortoise is an IUCN-listed ‘Vulnerable’ species. 

 It is being illegally trafficked despite restrictions on its trade. 

 To combat the stress (largely from trading), range states like Sri 

Lanka and India, submitted a proposal to CITES summit. 

 It is to move the star tortoise from Appendix II to Appendix I, it 

was passed with a majority by nations participating in CITES. 

 Now it prohibits international trade of these species except when 

the purpose of the import is for scientific research. 

 They are native to India and found only in Sri Lanka, some parts 

of India and adjoining Pakistan. 

Sharks’ gets special protection - 

1. 18 species of sharks and rays, threatened by the scale of 

international trade in their fins and meat, were included in 

Appendix II of the Convention. 

2. This will limit the trade to sustainable levels. 

No more trade in ‘African elephants’ - 

1. Parties vote to restrict trade from Zimbabwe and Botswana. 

2. They can no longer be shipped to zoos and circuses worldwide 
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3. This will save an untold number of baby elephants from being torn 

from their mothers, beaten during capture and conscripted into a 

lifetime of captivity. 

4. Zimbabwe made $2.7 million by selling 97 live elephants to China 

and the United Arab Emirates between 2012 and 2018. 

 ‘Giraffes’ accorded protection from trade for the first time - 

1. The giraffe has been placed in Appendix II of CITES. 

2. This places prohibitions on uncontrolled trade. 

3. They have been listed as ‘Vulnerable’ on the IUCN list. 

4. 40% decline of African giraffe has been recorded over the last 30 

years. 

About the CITES : 

 CITES (the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 

Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) is an international agreement 

between governments.  

 Its aim is to ensure that international trade in specimens of wild 

animals and plants does not threaten their survival. the ideas for 

CITES were first formed, in the 1960s. 

 

************* 

 

5.3                            Single-use plastic ban : 

Why in News?  Single-use plastic items will be banned in India from 

October 2, 2019. 

What is single-use plastic? 

 A form of plastic that is disposable, which is only used once and 

then has to be thrown away or recycled. 

 The single-use plastic items include plastic bags, water bottles, 

soda bottles, straws, plastic plates, cups, most food packaging 

and coffee stirrers. 
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Why is it being banned? 

 With climate and environment becoming a rising global 

concern, plastic pollution and plastic waste management have 

become the focal point of worry. 

 Millions of tons of plastic is being produced every year, which is not 

biodegradable. Hence, the countries across the globe are adopting 

and implementing strategies aimed at eliminating the use of single-

use plastic. 

India’s efforts: 

 India has won global acclaim for its “Beat Plastic Pollution” 

resolve declared on World Environment Day last year, under 

which it pledged to eliminate single-use plastic by 2022. 

Challenges ahead: 

 The ubiquitous plastic has made humans so dependent that it is 

virtually impossible to live without it. 

 The PWM Rules Amendment, 2018, omitted explicit pricing of 

plastic bags that had been a feature of the 2016 Rules. 

 Waste plastic from packaging of everything from food, cosmetics 

and groceries to goods delivered by online platforms remains 

unaddressed. 

 The fast moving consumer goods sector that uses large volumes of 

packaging, posing a higher order challenge. 

 Lack of adequate infrastructure for segregation and collection is the 

key reason for inefficient plastic waste disposal. 

 Small producers of plastics are facing the ban, while more organised 

entities covered by the Extended Producer Responsibility clause 

continue with business as usual. 

Need of the hour: 

 Promoting the use of biodegradable plastics, khadi bags, cotton 

bags. 

 Incentivising collection. 

 Start charging the producers for their waste, which will lead to 

recovery and recycling. 
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************* 

 

5.4                                 Black Carbon : 

 

Why in news ?     According to a recent study published, black carbon 

particles emitted by the vehicular exhaust and coal-fired power plants, 

have been detected on the fetus-facing side of the placenta. 

This is expected to affect the overall development of the unborn baby. 

 Findings: 

1. Concentration of black carbon particles was highest in the 

placentas of women who are most exposed to airborne pollutants in 

their daily life. 

2. Inhalation of these particles by the mother gets translocated from 

the mothers’ lungs to the placenta, resulting in life-long changes to 

the development of the baby along with permanently damaging the 

lung tissues. 

3. The link between exposure to dirty air and increased cases of 

miscarriages, premature births, and low birth weights which in 

turn increases the chances for diabetes, asthma, stroke, heart 

disease and a lot of other conditions, has been established in this 

study. 

 What is Black Carbon? 

Black carbon consists of pure carbon in several linked forms. It is formed 

through the incomplete combustion of fossil fuels, biofuel, and 

biomass, and is emitted in both anthropogenic and naturally occurring 

soot. 

Harmful effects of BC: 

Black carbon (BC) is a pollutant known to aggravate breathing disorders. 

Because BC particles strongly absorb solar and terrestrial radiation and 

heats up the atmosphere it can upset the monsoon system. If deposited 

on snow, it could accelerate the heating of snow and quicken the melting 

of glaciers. 
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************* 

5.5                  Global Climate Strike Movement : 

 

Why in news ?     Students in more than 2,000 cities across the world 

are holding demonstrations under the #Fridays for Future movement. 

 

ABOUT : 

 The #Fridays for Future movement, also known as the ‘Youth 

Strike for Climate Movement’, started in August 2018. 

 It was started by Swedish student ‘Greta Thunberg’, who skipped 

school to protest outside parliament for more action against climate 

change. 

 ‘Thunberg’ called for a strike every Friday until the Swedish 

parliament revised its policies towards climate change. 

 Gradually, students and adults from across the world started 

mobilising and demonstrating in front of parliaments and local city 

halls in their respective countries. 

Thousands of events are planned from September 20th to 27th, 

1. Millions of students to walk out of classrooms, workplaces and 

homes, 

2. To join together in the streets and demand climate action and 

climate justice. 

3. The strikes are registered to take place in over 2,350 cities. 

 In India, strikes have been scheduled in New Delhi, Chennai, 

Pune, Mumbai, Phagwara (Punjab), Nagercoil (Tamil Nadu), 

Kishangarh (Rajasthan) and several other places. 

 Students are demanding ‘urgent’, ‘decisive’ action to keep global 

average temperatures from rising above 1.5 degree Celsius. 

 The global strikes will commence just as the “UN Climate Action 

Summit 2019” set to take place in New York on September 23, 

where Thunberg has been invited. 

 These global school movements have been supported by scientists 

as well. 

The sentiments behind these school student movements are - 

1. The “broken promises” of older generations, 

2. Members of which continue to extract and use fossil fuels, 

3. leading to increased CO2 emissions and 

4. Subsequently, increasing average global temperatures. 

 Thunberg sailed through transatlantic, from Britain to the United 

States to take part in a United Nations climate summit. 
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6.                Important Facts for Prelims 

6.1                              Bavin Award: 

 Conservationist Vivek Menon wins Clark Bavin Award. 

About the Award: The Bavin award is instituted by the Animal Welfare 

Institute for wildlife law enforcement officers, law enforcement agencies, 

agency administrators, criminal investigators, forensic scientists, 

attorneys, informants and others who have gone beyond the call of duty 

and demonstrated a commitment and dedication to combating wildlife 

crime. 

 

 

6.2                    ‘San-Sadhan’ Hackathon : 

 ‘San-Sadhan’ Hackathon is an initiative to ease lives of Persons 

with Disabilities (Divyangjan) by making toilets smarter, more 

accessible and easier to use.  

 In this hackathon, the government is looking for smart, scalable 

and innovative solutions for economical toilets for individual and 

community use in rural and urban contexts. 

 The initiative is being organized jointly by the Ministry of Jal 

Shakti and the Department of Empowerment of Persons with 

Disabilities, in collaboration with Atal Innovation Mission, NITI 

Aayog, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, and 91springboard. 

 

 

6.3                                    Ansupa : 

 Ansupa is Odisha’s largest freshwater lake. It is famous for its 

sweet water fish, especially labeo bata locally known as pohala. 
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6.4                                Bavar-373 : 

 It is Iran’s new home-grown air defence system. It is being 

touted as Islamic republic’s 1st domestically produced long-range 

missile defence system. 

 It is a long-range mobile surface-to-air missile system. 

 Range: more than 200 kilometres (124 miles) 

 

 

6.5                                Rare tarantula : 

 Researchers have sighted a critically endangered species of 

tarantula for the first time beyond its known habitat in the 

Eastern Ghats. 

 The spider belonging to the genus Poecilotheria, commonly known 

as the Peacock Parachute Spider or Gooty Tarantula was 

spotted by a team of researchers of the Puducherry-based 

Indigenous Biodiversity Foundation (IBF) in the Pakkamalai 

Reserve Forests near Gingee in Villupuram district. 

  

 

6.6                                  Qingdao port:  

 The Port of Qingdao is a seaport on the Yellow Sea in the vicinity 

of Qingdao, Shandong Province, People's Republic of China.  

 It is one of the ten busiest ports in the world (7th in 2010 

considering total cargo volume according to the Institute of 

Shipping Economics & Logistics). 

 

6.7                                 Amur-1650 : 

 The Amur-class submarine (named for the Amur River), is one of 

the latest Russian submarine designs. 

 The Amur-1650 is larger and intended for longer missions. Sonar 

signatures of these submarines are several times lower than the 

older Kilo-class submarines. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amur_River
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6.8                        Interpol Red Notice(RN) : 

 Interpol describes an RN as “a request to law enforcement 

worldwide to locate and provisionally arrest a person pending 

extradition, surrender, or similar legal action”. 

 RNs contain information that helps identify wanted persons, such 

as their names, dates of birth, nationality, and physical 

attributes such as the colour of their hair and eyes, as well as 

pictures and biometric data such as fingerprints, if they are 

available.  

 RNs also mention the crime(s) they are wanted for. 

 An RN is published by Interpol at the request of a member country. 

 

 

6.9                   AH-64 Apache combat helicopters : 

 Boeing AH-64 Apache combat helicopters inducted into IAF. 

 These are US- made helicopters. 

 It is one of the world’s most advanced attack helicopters with 

multi-role combat capabilities. 

 The Apache’s capabilities range from greater thrust, lift and joint 

digital operability to cognitive decision aiding and improved 

survivability. 

 

6.10                The 2019 JCB Prize for Literature: 

 Noted Tamil writer Perumal Murugan’s twin novels, Trial by 

Silence and Lonely Harvest and Malayalam author Paul Zacharia’s 

maiden work in English, A Secret History of Compassion 

(Westland) are among the 10 authors 

 JCB Prize for Literature is an Indian literary award established 

in 2018. It is awarded annually with 25 lakh INR (38400 

USD) prize to a distinguished work of fiction by an Indian writer 

working in English or translated fiction by an Indian writer. 
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6.11                      Benchmark interest rate: 

 It is also called base interest rate . It is the minimum interest 

rate investors will demand for investing in a non-Treasury 

security.  

 It is also tied to the yield to maturity offered on the comparable-

maturity treasury security that was most recently issued (on-

the-run). 

 

 

6.12                                Nilgiri  Tahr : 

 Nilgiri tahr, its sightings in the Mukurthi National Park (TN) have 

risen from 568 in 2018 to 612 this year. 

 It is state animal of Tamil Nadu. 

 It is endemic to Western Ghats from the Nilgiris to Kanyakumari. 

 It is confined to a narrow belt of higher elevation (altitudes) of 

Shola Forests in Western Ghats. 

About Nilgiri Tahr : 

Nilgiri tahrs are stocky goats with short, coarse fur and a bristly mane. Males 

are larger than the females, and have a darker colour when mature. 

Nilgiri Tahr, (Nilgiritragus hylocrius  Ropiquet and Hassanin, 2005) is an 

endangered caprid listed in Schedule I of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and 

categorized as ‘endangered’ by the IUCN. 

 

 

 

6.13                                  ‘Rudrashila’: 

 It is the white water Rafting Expedition being undertaken by 

Kalidhar Battalion under the aegis of Battle Axe Division. 

 It has been organised to commemorate the 75th Raising day of 

the Kalidhar Battalion. 

 ‘Rudrashila’ takes its name from the famed Rudraprayag tributary 

of the Ganges River in the Mountains of Uttarakhand. 

https://www.nasdaq.com/investing/glossary/b/base-interest-rate
https://www.nasdaq.com/investing/glossary/i/investor
https://www.nasdaq.com/investing/glossary/y/yield-to-maturity
https://www.nasdaq.com/investing/glossary/o/offer
https://www.nasdaq.com/investing/glossary/m/maturity
https://www.nasdaq.com/investing/glossary/i/issue
https://www.nasdaq.com/investing/glossary/o/on-the-run
https://www.nasdaq.com/investing/glossary/o/on-the-run
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6.14            World University Rankings 2020 : 

 It was released by TIMES Higher Education (THE).  It Included 

over 1,300 universities from 92 countries. 

Key facts: 

 56 Indian institutions (up from 49 last year) made entry into the 

table this year, making India the fifth most-represented country in 

the list and the third in Asia (behind Japan and China). 

 The University of Oxford retained the top position for the 

consecutive fourth year. 

 The Indian Institute of Science (IISc) Bangalore topped the Indian 

universities on the list (although its ranking fell from the 251-

300 group in 2019 to the 301-350 bracket in 2020). It now 

shares this position with the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) 

Ropar- which made a debut entry into the list. 

 It is the first time since 2012, that an Indian university has not 

featured in the top 300 of the ranking. 

 

 

 

6.15                            Hindi Diwas 2019 : 

 National Hindi Divas or Hindi Day is observed every year on 

September 14. 

Objective: The day is a celebration of the Hindi language and its cultural 

heritage and values among the people of the country and abroad. 

Why do we celebrate National Hindi Diwas? 

 The Constituent assembly of India adopted Hindi as the official 

language of the country on September 14, 1949 under Article 

343. 

 Hindi is the fourth language of the world. 
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6.16              11th International Hrant Dink Award : 

 Meghalaya-based rights activist Agnes Kharshiing, who survived 

an assault by the coal mafia almost a year ago, received the 11th 

International Hrant Dink Award along with Turkish activist 

against male violence Nebahat Akkoç. 

 It is given in the memory of Turkish-Armenian journalist Hrant 

Dink, who was killed in 2007, in Istanbul. 

 The Hrant Dink Award is presented every year to individuals, 

organisations or groups that work for a world free from 

discrimination, racism and violence. 

 

 

6.17                              Howdy Modi :  

 “Howdy” is a short for ‘How do you do?’ This is a friendly greeting 

commonly used in the southwestern United States. 

 It is one of the most anticipated global events of 2019.  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address over 50,000 attendees 

during his US visit in Houston, Texas later this month. The USA 

president will also join PM Modi. 

 

 

 

6.18                   NIRVIK (Niryat Rin Vikas Yojna) : 

 The ECGC (Export Credit Gurantee Corporation of India) has 

launched this Yojana to provide more comfort to banks to lend to 

exporters. 

 

 

 

6.19                           Akademik Lomonosov : 

 It is the world’s only floating nuclear power unit. The plant was 

launched by Russia on May 19, 2018 at the St Petersburg shipyard. 

http://www.financialexpress.com/tag/narendra-modi/
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 Recently, this floating nuclear power plant completed its 5,000-km 

journey along the Northern Sea Route. This has sparked fears 

among environmentalists over the safety of the Arctic region. 

 

 

6.20                       Yellow fever mosquito: 

 Aedes aegypti, the yellow fever mosquito, is a mosquito that can 

spread dengue fever, chikungunya, Zika fever, Mayaro and yellow 

fever viruses, and other disease agents.  

 The mosquito can be recognized by white markings on its legs and 

a marking in the form of a lyre on the upper surface of its 

thorax. 

 

 

6.21                                 King Bibi : 

 The Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu is called ‘King Bibi’ by his 
supporters. 

 

 

6.22                    Controlled Human Infection Moodel (CHIM) : 

 In a Controlled Human Infection Model (CHIM) study, a well-

characterized strain of an infectious agent is given to carefully 

selected adult volunteers in order to better 

understand human diseases, how they spread, and find new ways 

to prevent and treat them. 

 

 

6.23                            Gur & Amla : 

 Aamla, or gooseberry, is rich in Vitamin C and antioxidants, while 

gur, or jaggery, is rich in iron, vital vitamins and minerals that 

boost the immune system. 
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6.24                               Diclofenac : 

 The major reason behind the vulture population getting nearly 

wiped out was the drug Diclofenac, found in the carcass of cattle 

the vultures fed on.  

 The drug, whose veterinary use was banned in 2008, was 

commonly administered to cattle to treat inflammation. 

 

6.25                        Ladakhi Shondol dance: 

 This dance has entered into the Guinness Book of World 

Records. 

 It is known as the ‘royal dance of Ladakh’. 

 It is famous dance which was earlier used to be performed by 

artists for King of Ladakh on special occasion.  

 

 
 
 

6.26                 The SASTRA  Ramanujan Prize for 2019 : 

 The SASTRA Ramanujan prize for 2019 will be awarded to 

mathematician Adam Harper, Assistant Professor with the 

University of Warwick, England. 

 The prize carries a citation and an award of $10,000 and is 

conferred annually on mathematicians from across the world who 

are less than 32 years of age, working in an area influenced by the 

genius Srinivasa Ramanujan. 

 Every year, this prize is awarded by SASTRA University on its 

campus near Kumbakonam in Tamil Nadu, on Ramanujan’s birth 

anniversary, December 22. 
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6.27    Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister 

(EAC-PM): 

 

 EAC-PM is an independent body constituted to give advice on 

economic and related issues to the Government of India, 

specifically to the Prime Minister. 

 The terms of reference of EAC-PM include analyzing any issue, 

economic or otherwise, referred to it by the Prime Minister and 

advising him thereon, addressing issues of macroeconomic 

importance and presenting views thereon to the Prime Minister. 

 These could be either suo-motu or on reference from the Prime 

Minister or anyone else. 

  It also includes attending to any other task as may be desired by 

the Prime Minister from time to time. 
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Important facts for UPPCS (Pre – 2019): 

 The State Government of Rajasthan has recently launched the first-

ever public information portal named “Jan Soochna Portal-

2019”. The portal aims to provide information to the public about 

government authorities and departments. 

 India's first Dinosaur Museum cum fossil Park was inaugurated 

in Gujarat's Mahisagar district . 

 PM Modi has been chosen by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 

for the 2019 Global Goalkeeper Award’. He was given this award 

for his ‘Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan’. 

 The headquarters of Global Tiger Forum (GTF) is in New Delhi. 

 The Indo-US military training Exercise “Yudh Abhyas 2019” was 

recently conducted in Washington. 

 The world's most liveable city, according to EIU’s Global Liveability 

Index 2019- Vienaa. 

 India ranks 34th place at the WEF's World Travel and Tourism 

Competitiveness Index (TTCI) 2019. Spain got the 1st place in the 

list. It was released by world Economic Forum (WEF) 

 Indian pacer Jasprit Bumrah became the fastest Indian bowler to 

take 50 Test wickets.  

 Ishant Sharma of India surpassed the record held by Kapil Dev as 

the most successful Indian pacer outside Asia. 
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 In the ICC Test Rankings, Steve Smith of Australia has got the 1st 

position. 

 Russia is planning to set up more than 20 nuclear power units in 

India in next 20 years. 

 5th Eastern Economic Forum was recently held in Vladivostok, 

Russia. 

 Indian vice-captain Rohit Sharma is launching Rohit4Rhinos 

campaign, in partnership with WWF India and Animal Planet. 

 India ranks 10th position in gold reserves according to World 

Gold Council. U.S. leads the country list with total gold reserves of 

8,133.5 tonnes followed by Germany with 3,366.8 tonnes. 

 The 24th World Energy Congress was held in Abu Dhabi. The 

theme was-  ‘Energy for prosperity’. 

 Russia is hosting the multi-nation Exercise TSENTR 2019. 

 Lasith Malinga has become the first bowler to take 100 wickets in 

T20 International Cricket. 

 Vietnam has inaugurated Southeast Asia’s largest solar power 

farm. 

 Megan Schutt of Australia has become the first woman to claim 

two hat-tricks in international cricket. 

 Mary Kom has become the first Indian woman athlete to be 

recommended for Padma Vibhushan . 

 Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina was conferred Dr 

Kalam Smriti International Excellence Award 2019 in Dhaka 
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(Bangladesh Capital). She received the prestigious award for vision 

of a peaceful and prosperous South Asia, free of tension, conflicts 

and terrorism. 

 The book “Turbulence & Triumph: The Modi Years has been 

written by Rahul Agarwal. 

 Vinesh  Phogat has become the first Indian wrestler to qualify for 

2020 Tokyo Olympics . 

 The Indian documentary film “Moti Bagh” has been nominated for 

2019 Oscars. It was directed by Nirmal Chander. The film is based 

on the life of Vidyadutt Sharma, a farmer living in Pauri Garhwal 

region, Uttrakhand. 

 The Union Minister has recently launched three citizen centric 

services of the Chandigarh Police, in Chandigarh. The services 

include the Emergency Response Support System (ERSS - Dial 

112), ‘E-Beat Book’ System and the ‘E-Saathi App’ 

 Pusa Yashasvi is a new variety of wheat crop. 

 The official mascot of the 2022 Beijing Winter Paralympics will be 

- Shuey Rhon Rhon. 

 The Delhi government has recently launched “champions 

campaign” to fight against dengue. 

 The Indian film ‘Gully Boy ‘has been named as India’s official 

entry to Oscars 2020. 

 The noted journalist Ravish Kumar has won the first Gauri 

Lankesh National Award for Journalism. 
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 Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu has released books – ‘Loktantra 

Ke Swar’ in Hindi and ‘The Republican Ethic’ in English, which 

are the compilations of speeches of President Ram Nath Kovind . 

 

************ 
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