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Current Affairs  

SEPTEMBER - 2019 

1.                                              National 

1.1                         NIA Amendment Bill-2019 : 

Why in News?   The Lok Sabha has recently passed the National 
Investigation Agency (Amendment) Bill 2019.  

Key features of the Bill: 

 The Bill amends the NIA Act, 2008 and provides for a national-
level agency to investigate and prosecute offences listed in a 
schedule (scheduled offences).   

 It allows for the creation of Special Courts for the trial of 
scheduled offences which include offences under Acts such as the 
Atomic Energy Act, 1962 and the Unlawful Activities Prevention 
Act, 1967.  

 As per the Bill, the NIA will now have the power to investigate the 
following offences. 

    (i) human trafficking, 

         (ii) offences related to counterfeit currency or bank notes, 

(iii) manufacture or sale of prohibited arms, 

(iv) cyber-terrorism, and  

(v) Offences under the Explosive Substances Act, 1908.        
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 Jurisdiction: The officers of the NIA have the same powers as other 
police officers in relation to the investigation of such offences, 
across India. In addition, officers of the NIA will have the power 
to investigate scheduled offences committed outside India, 
subject to international treaties and domestic laws of other 
countries.  

 The central government may direct the NIA to investigate such 
cases, as if the offence has been committed in India.  The Special 
Court in New Delhi will have jurisdiction over these cases. 

 The Bill states that the central government may designate 
Sessions Courts as Special Courts for the trial of scheduled 
offences. The central government will need to consult the Chief 
Justice of the High Court under which the Sessions Court is 
functioning, before designating it as a Special Court.   

 When more than one Special Court has been designated for any 
area, the cases will be distributed among the courts by senior-most 
judge. 

 The state governments may also designate Sessions Courts as 
Special Courts for the trial of scheduled offences.  

 

*********** 
 

1.2          Protection of Human Rights Amendment Bill 2019 : 
Why in News?  The bill aims to accelerate the process of 
appointment of chairperson and members of the National Human 
Rights Commission (NHRC). 

 Salient Features of the Bill: 

The Bill amends the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993. The Act 
provides for a National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), State 
Human Rights Commissions (SHRC) as well as Human Rights Courts. 

Composition of NHRC: Under the Act, the chairperson of the NHRC is a 
person who has been a Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.  The Bill 
amends this to provide that a person who has been Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court, or a Judge of the Supreme Court will be the chairperson 
of the NHRC.  



 

www.vaidicslucknow.com Page 5 
 

Inclusion of woman member: The Act provides for two persons having 
knowledge of human rights to be appointed as members of the NHRC. 
The Bill amends this to allow three members to be appointed, of which at 
least one will be a woman.  

Other members: Under the Act, chairpersons of various commissions 
such as the National Commission for Scheduled Castes, National 
Commission for Scheduled Tribes, and National Commission for Women 
are members of the NHRC.   

The Bill provides for including the chairpersons of the National 
Commission for Backward Classes, the National Commission for the 
Protection of Child Rights, and the Chief Commissioner for Persons with 
Disabilities as members of the NHRC. 

Chairperson of SHRC: Under the Act, the chairperson of a SHRC is a 
person who has been a Chief Justice of a High Court.  The Bill amends 
this to provide that a person who has been Chief Justice or Judge of a 
High Court will be chairperson of a SHRC.   

Term of office: The Act states that the chairperson and members of the 
NHRC and SHRC will hold office for five years or till the age of seventy 
years, whichever is earlier.  

 The Bill reduces the term of office to three years or till the age of seventy 
years, whichever is earlier.  Further, the Act allows for the reappointment 
of members of the NHRC and SHRCs for a period of five years.  The Bill 
removes the five-year limit for reappointment.    

Powers of Secretary-General: The Act provides for a Secretary-General 
of the NHRC and a Secretary of a SHRC, who exercise powers as may be 
delegated to them.  The Bill amends this and allows the Secretary-
General and Secretary to exercise all administrative and financial powers 
(except judicial functions), subject to the respective chairperson’s control. 

Union Territories: The Bill provides that the central government may 
confer on a SHRC human rights functions being discharged by Union 
Territories.  Functions relating to human rights in the case of Delhi will 
be dealt with by the NHRC.              
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 Benefits: 

1. The Amendment will strengthen the Human Rights Institutions of 
India further for effective discharge of their mandates, roles and 
responsibilities. 

2. Moreover, the amended Act will be in perfect sync with the agreed 
global standards and benchmarks towards ensuring the rights 
relating to life, liberty, equality and dignity of the individual in the 
country. 

3. The amendment will also make National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) and State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) 
more compliant with the Paris Principle concerning its autonomy, 
independence, pluralism and wide-ranging functions in order to 
effectively protect and promote human rights. 

 
************ 

 

1.3                         RTI Amendment Bill 2019  : 
Why in News?  The government recently introduced in Lok Sabha the 

Right to Information (Amendment) Bill, 2019. 

 What are the key changes proposed? 

 The Bill primarily amends Sections 13 and 16 of the Right to 
Information (RTI) Act, 2005. 

 Term - Section 13 of the original Act sets the term of 
the central Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) and Information 
Commissioners (ICs) at 5 years (or until the age of 65, whichever is 
earlier). 

 Likewise, Section 16 sets the term for state-level CICs and ICs at 5 
years (or 65 years of age, whichever is earlier). 

 The amendment now proposes that the appointment for both will 
be “for such term as may be prescribed by the Central 
Government”. 

 Salary, etc - Under Section 13, salaries, allowances and other 
terms of service of the CIC shall be the same as that of the Chief 
Election Commissioner. 

 Those of an Information Commissioner shall be the same as that of 
an Election Commissioner. 
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 Similarly, under Sec 16, the original Act prescribes salaries, 
allowances and other terms of service of the state CIC and state ICs 
as the same as that of an Election Commissioner and Chief 
Secretary to the State respectively. 

 The amendment proposes that the salaries, allowances and other 
terms of service of both CIC and ICs at both central and state levels 
shall be such as may be prescribed by the Central Government. 

What is the government’s rationale? 

 The mandate of Election Commission of India and Central and 
State Information Commissions are different. 

 Hence, their status and service conditions need to be rationalised 
accordingly. 

 The Central Information Commissioner has been given the status of 
a Supreme Court judge. 

 But, his judgments can be challenged in the High Courts, which is 
inconsistent. 

 Besides, the RTI Act did not give the government rule-making 
powers, which the amendment proposes to correct. 

How significant is the RTI Act? 

 Introduced almost 14 years ago, the RTI Act is regarded as one of 
the most successful laws of independent India. 

 Corruption and the arbitrary use of power is a widespread 
phenomenon in the country. 

 Given this, the RTI has been a constant challenge to the misuse of 
power, arbitrariness, privilege, and corrupt governance. 

 It has been a breakthrough in creating mechanisms for public 
vigilance that are fundamental to democratic citizenship. 

 It has resulted in a fundamental shift, empowering ordinary 
citizens and giving them access to power and decision-making. 

 The key issues where RTI has been instrumental in ensuring 
accountability include the Rafale fighter aircraft deal, non-
performing assets, appointment of the Central Vigilance 
Commissioner, etc. 

 According to estimates, nearly 60 lakh applications are being filed 
every year, by citizens as well as the media. 
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 It is also to be noted that more than 80 RTI users have been 
murdered because their determination in using the RTI had been a 
challenge to unaccountable power. 

 Given the above, the amendments seem to be diluting the very 
purpose of the RTI Act. 

What are the concerns with the amendments? 

 The Right to Information (Amendment) Bill is a twin attack on 
accountability and the idea of federalism. 

 Federalism - The separation of powers is a concept which 
underscores independence and is vital to India’s democratic checks 
and balances. 

 The Commission which is vested by law with status, independence 
and authority, will now function like a department of the Central 
government. 

 When power is centralised and the freedom of expression 
threatened, it affects the fundamental federal fabric. 

 Independence - The original Act had quantified the tenures, and 
defined the salaries in terms of existing benchmarks. 

 The existing institutional architecture thus ensures that the RTI 
authorities function in an independent and effective manner. 

 The amendments empower the Central government to unilaterally 
decide the tenure, salary, allowances and other terms of service. 

 These will now be decided on a case-to-case basis by the 
government. 

 This is more likely to take away the independence of the RTI 
authorities. 

Amendment Process - The amendments were pushed through 
without any citizen consultation, bypassing examination by the 
standing committee. 

 The mandatory pre-legislative consultative policy of the government 
has been ignored. 

 Preserving the fundamental nature and purpose of the RTI Act is 
crucial to guarantee democratic citizenship in India, and so the 
amendments need a relook. 

************ 
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1.4                          Deworming Programme: 

About : 

 It is an initiative of ‘Ministry of Health and Family Welfare’ to 
make every child (ages of 1-19 years) in the country worm free. 

 It is done through the platform of schools and Anganwadis. 

 According to WHO, 241 million children in India are at risk of 
parasitic intestinal worms called Soil-Transmitted Helminths (STH). 

 ‘Helminths’ are transmitted through soil contaminated with faecal 
matter. 

 The infections can lead to anemia, malnutrition, impaired 
mental, physical and cognitive development. 

 Children are most vulnerable as their immune system is not yet 
fully developed. 

 Untreated infections prevent children’s healthy growth, and 
reduce their capacity to concentrate and learn. 

 During Deworming, single dose of ‘Albendazole’ is administered. 

Practices promoted by government to reduce worm infections are, 

1. Using sanitary toilets, not defecating outside. 
2. Hand-washing, before eating and after using toilets. 
3. Washing fruits and vegetables in safe and clean water. 
4. Eating properly cooked food. 

 

************ 

1.5           Automated Facial Recognition System (AFRS) : 
Why in News?  The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) has 
released a Request for Proposal for an Automated Facial Recognition 
System (AFRS) to be used by police officers across the country. 

What is automated facial recognition? 

AFRS works by maintaining a large database with photos and videos of 
peoples’ faces. Then, a new image of an unidentified person — often 
taken from CCTV footage — is compared to the existing database to find 
a match and identify the person. The artificial intelligence technology 
used for pattern-finding and matching is called “neural networks”. 
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What does the NCRB request call for? 

1. The NCRB, which manages crime data for police, would like to use 
automated facial recognition to identify criminals, missing people, 
and unidentified dead bodies, as well as for “crime prevention”. 

2. It’s Request for Proposal calls for gathering CCTV footage, as well 
as photos from newspapers, raids, and sketches. 

3. The project is aimed at being compatible with other biometrics such 
as iris and fingerprints. 

4. It will be a mobile and web application hosted in NCRB’s Data 
Centre in Delhi, but used by all police stations in the country. 
“Automated Facial Recognition System can play a very vital role 
in improving outcomes in the area of Criminal identification and 
verification by facilitating easy recording, analysis, retrieval and 
sharing of Information between different organisations.” 

How will the new database fit in what already exists? 

NCRB has proposed integrating this facial recognition system with 
multiple existing databases. The most prominent is the NCRB-
managed Crime and Criminal Tracking Network & Systems (CCTNS). 
Facial recognition has been proposed in the CCTNS program since its 
origin. 

 The idea is that integration of fingerprint database, face recognition 
software and iris scans will massively boost the police department’s 
crime investigation capabilities. It will also help civilian verification 
when needed. No one will be able to get away with a fake ID. 

 It also plans to offer citizen services, such as passport verification, 
crime reporting, online tracking of case progress, grievance 
reporting against police officers, and more. 

 The new facial recognition system will also be integrated with 
Integrated Criminal Justice System (ICJS), as well as state-
specific systems, the Immigration, Visa and Foreigners 
Registration & Tracking (IVFRT) and the Koya Paya portal on 
missing children. 
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Concerns: 

 Cyber experts across the world have cautioned against government 
abuse of facial recognition technology, as it can be used as tool of 
control and risks inaccurate results. 

 Amid NCRB’s controversial step to install an automated facial 
recognition system, India should take note of the ongoing privacy 
debate in the US. 

 In the absence of data protection law, Indian citizens are more 
vulnerable to privacy abuses. 

 Use of surveillance cameras and facial recognition constrict the 
rights of particular class of people. 

 In the US, the FBI and Department of State operate one of the 
largest facial recognition systems. 

 International organizations have also condemned the Chinese 
government on its use of surveillance cameras and facial 
recognition to constrict the rights of Uighurs, a mostly Muslim 
minority. 

 The AFRS is being contemplated at a time when India does not 
have a data protection law. In the absence of safeguards, law 
enforcement agencies will have a high degree of discretion. This can 
lead to a mission creep. The Personal Data Protection Bill 2018 is 
yet to come into force, and even if it does, the exceptions 
contemplated for state agencies are extremely wide. 

 Need of the hour: 

The notion that sophisticated technology means greater efficiency needs 
to be critically analyzed. A deliberative approach will benefit Indian law 
enforcement, as police departments around the world are currently 
learning that the technology is not as useful in practice as it seems in 
theory. Police departments in London are under pressure to put a 
complete end to use of facial recognition systems following evidence of 
discrimination and inefficiency. San Francisco recently implemented a 
complete ban on police use of facial recognition. India would do well to 
learn from their mistakes. 

 
************ 
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1.6                        Heat Wave – Action plan : 

Why in News?  National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) 
issued Guidelines for ‘Preparation of Action Plan – Prevention and 
Management of Heat Wave’. 

 The ‘Ministry of Health and Family Welfare’ issued ‘Guidelines on 
Prevention and Management of Heat Related Illnesses’. 

 It provides insights into heat-related illness and the necessary 
mitigative and response actions to be undertaken. 

 Heat-wave is defined as the condition where maximum 
temperature at a grid point is 3˚C or more than the normal 
temperature, consecutively for 3 days or more. 

 WMO defines it as; maximum temperature at a grid point is 5˚C or 
more than the normal temperature, consecutively for 5 days or 
more. 

 This condition may leads to physiological stress, which sometimes 
can claim human life. 

 Ahmedabad was among the first city to prepare a Heat wave Action 
Plan in 2015. 

 It is expected that extreme heat waves will become more common 
worldwide because of climate change. 

 India is vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. 

 More than 2400 people died in the heat wave of 2015. 
 Heat wave also caused death of cattle and wildlife besides affecting 

animals in various zoos in India. 

 The guidelines serve as a tool for developing risk management 
plans, early warning systems, preparedness for health-related 
problems. 

 

Key strategies of the Plan – 

1. Establish Early Warning System and Inter-Agency Coordination.      
2. Capacity building and training programme. 
3. Public Awareness and community outreach. 
4. Collaboration with non government and civil society. 

Roles and Responsibilities for Managing Heat Wave – 

1. Preparation of Heat Wave Action Plan – NDMA 
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2. Early Warning – IMD 
3. Mitigating Heat Wave - Ministry of Urban/Rural Department of 

Drinking Water and Sanitation, Ministry of Transport. 
4. Monitoring and Response - Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 
5. Occupational Support and advisories - All Ministries. 
6. Media campaign and IEC activities - Ministry of Information and 

Broadcasting 
7. Documentation - Ministry of Health & Family Welfare 
8. Long Term Measures - Ministry of Urban Development, Ministry of 

Environment Forests and Climate Change. 

Heat wave is called as “Silent disaster” as it develops slowly and kills 
and injures humans and animals nationwide. 

The adverse impact of heat wave is preventable by educating the public 
on the preventive actions. 

************ 

 

1.7             Anti-defection law in Indian democracy : 

Why in News?  Recently, the Supreme Court has held that it is the 
Speaker’s discretion to decide on the resignations of the 15 dissident 
MLAs belonging to the Congress-Janata Dal (Secular) coalition 
government of Karnataka. The legislators have resigned saying they do 
not have confidence in the current government while the critics held that 
these resignations are rendered so to evade disqualification. 

About: 

 The Supreme Court ruled on the Karnataka incidents saying that 
the Speaker has the complete discretion to decide upon the 
resignations of the MLAs. The resignation issue has raised some 
important questions on the working of the anti-defection law. 

What is the Anti Defection law? 

 The Anti-Defection Law was passed in 1985 through the 52nd 
Amendment to the Constitution, which added the Tenth 
Schedule to the Indian Constitution. The main intent of the law 
was to combat “the evil of political defections”. 
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What is the issue? 

 Under Article 190(3) of the Constitution, the Speaker has to 
satisfy himself that the resignations are voluntary and genuine and 
can reject them if he feels they are not. The Speaker has absolute 
discretion in this matter. 

 The resignations were tendered with a view to avoid disqualification 
pertaining under Anti-defection law. 

 As the supreme court in G. Vishwanathan v. Speaker (Tamil 
Nadu Legislative Assembly) 1996 case, held that once a member 
is expelled, he is treated as an ‘unattached’ member in the house. 
However, he continues to be a member of the old party as per the 
Tenth Schedule. So if he joins a new party after being expelled, he 
can be said to have voluntarily given up membership of his old 
party. 

However, while deterring defections, the law also leads to the suppression 
of healthy intra-party debate and dissent. 

Should, the anti-defection law be repealed? 

 According to Edmund Burke’s famous speech on representative 
democracy, the representative should think of what is good for the 
country and not just for his constituents. 

 Due to Anti-defection law, the parliamentary system in India is 
converted to a de-facto presidential system, as the head of the 
executive (Prime Minister) also controls the majority party in the 
legislature. 

 Further, while discussing the draft constitution, Dr Ambedkar held 
that despite the stability inherent in the presidential system, 
responsibility provided by the parliamentary system is more 
important in a country like India. 

 But anti-defection law has led to the silencing of dissent in the 
legislature, in this light, the anti-defection law has hallowed the 
deliberative aspect of representative democracy. 

 Also, features like Anti-defection are generally not observed in 
mature democracies: 

 Like in UK politics, including the defection of Ramsay Macdonald, 
the first Labour Prime Minister, in 1931, defected from his party 
following disagreements on policy responses to the economic crisis. 
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 Neither Macdonald nor any of his three cabinet colleagues who 
defected with him resigned. 

 In the US too, Congressmen often vote against the party 
programme on important issues without actually defecting from the 
party. 

On the positive side, Anti-Defection law deters the horse-trading in the 
parliament as was observed during the decade of 1970-80s. 

This anti-defection law has regulated parliamentary behaviour for over 
the three decades now. Though it has the advantage of providing stability 
to governments and ensuring loyalty to party manifestos, it reduces the 
accountability of the government to Parliament and curbs dissent against 
party policies. 

Way Forward: 

 The words ‘voluntarily giving up membership of a political party’ 
should be comprehensively defined. 

 According to 2nd ARC, decisions under the Tenth Schedule 
should be made by the President/ Governor on the binding advice 
of the Election Commission. 

 According to law commission, provisions which exempt splits and 
mergers from disqualification should be deleted. 

Disqualification should be limited to cases where: 

 A member voluntarily gives up the membership of his political 
party, 

 A member abstains from voting, or votes contrary to the party 
whip in a motion of vote of confidence or motion of no-confidence. 

 The vote cast by a defector to topple a government should be 
treated as invalid. 

 It is not feasible to completely repeal the Anti-defection law, it 
should be amended appropriately, but the long term solution lies in 
checking the political culture and the legislators who act in 
unscrupulous ways should be voted out in subsequent elections, as 
the ultimate sovereignty lies with the people of India. 
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************ 

 

1.8                             Van Dhan Yojana : 

Why in News?   The Prime Minister of India has announced the 
launching of Van Dhan Yojana in Bijapur, Chhattisgarh under which 
one Van Dhan Vikas Kendra was set up, as a pilot project. This Van 
Dhan Vikas Kendra is to cater to ten Self Help Groups of thirty tribal 
gathers each. 

About Van Dhan Vikas Kendras initiative: 

 The initiative aims to promote MFPs-centric livelihood development 
of tribal gatherers and artisans. 

 It mainstreams the tribal community by promoting primary level 
value addition to MFP at grassroots level. 

Significance:  Through this initiative, the share of tribals in the value 
chain of Non-Timber Forest Produce is expected to rise from the present 
20% to around 60%. 

 Implementation: 

 The scheme will be implemented through Ministry of Tribal Affairs 
as Nodal Department at the Central Level and TRIFED as Nodal 
Agency at the National Level. 

 At State level, the State Nodal Agency for MFPs and the District 
collectors are envisaged to play a pivot role in scheme 
implementation at grassroot level. 

 Locally the Kendras are proposed to be managed by a Managing 
Committee (an SHG) consisting of representatives of Van Dhan 
SHGs in the cluster. 

 Composition: As per the plan, TRIFED will facilitate establishment 
of MFP-led multi-purpose Van Dhan Vikas Kendras, a cluster of 
10 SHGs comprising of 30 tribal MFP gatherers each, in the tribal 
areas. 

 Significance of MFP: 

 Minor Forest Produce (MFP) is a major source of livelihood for 
tribals living in forest areas.  
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 The importance of MFPs for this section of the society can be 
gauged from the fact that around 100 million forest dwellers 
depend on MFPs for food, shelter, medicines and cash income. 

 It provides them critical subsistence during the lean seasons, 
particularly for primitive tribal groups such as hunter gatherers, 
and the landless.  

 Tribals derive 20-40% of their annual income from MFP on which 
they spend major portion of their time. 

 This activity has strong linkage to women’s financial empowerment 
as most of the MFPs are collected and used/sold by women.  

 MFP sector has the potential to create about 10 million workdays 
annually in the country. 

  

************ 

 

1.9                  Rising dengue cases in Mumbai : 

Why in News?  Mumbai registered its first dengue death this year and 
already 71 dengue cases have been confirmed by the BMC 

About : 

 Dengue is the fast emerging ‘mosquito-borne viral infection’. 
 It flourishes in urban poor areas, suburbs mostly in tropical and 

subtropical countries. 
 The dengue virus (DEN) comprises four distinct serotypes, which 

belong to the genus Flavivirus, family Flaviviridae. 
 The ‘Aedes aegypti’ mosquito is the main vector. 
 ‘Aedes aegypti’ mosquito breeds in freshwater. (Unlike Malaria 

mosquito (Anopheles) breeds in any water accumulating in open 
areas). 

 The breeding sites can be domestic atmosphere, under refrigerator 
plates, water containers, ACs in households. 

 The mosquito mainly acquires the virus while feeding on the blood 
of an infected person. 

It develops severe flu-like symptoms which includes : 

1. Severe headache 



 

www.vaidicslucknow.com Page 18 
 

2. Pain behind the eyes 
3. Nausea, Vomiting 
4. Swollen glands 
5. Muscle and joint pains 
6. Rashes 

In India it peaks from Monsoon every year. 

 It is prevalent in Maharashtra, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Delhi, 
Harayana, Punjab, West Bengal and most of southern India. 

 There is no specific treatment for dengue fever and the patients are 
advised to drink plenty of fluids. 

 Maintenance of the patient's circulating fluid volume is the central 
feature of such care. 

 The only current method of controlling dengue is to effectively 
combat the vector mosquitoes. 

 It is implemented using ‘Integrated Vector Management’ (IVM) 
approach. 

 IVM is a rational decision-making process for the optimal use of 
resources for vector control. 

 Dengue cases have been recorded by the ‘National Vector Borne 
Disease Control Programme’ (NVBDCP). 

NVBDCP 

It is the national level Technical Nodal office equipped with Technical 
Experts in the field of Public Health. 

 It functions under Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 
 It is responsible for prevention and control of major Vector Borne 

Diseases. 
 It also helps in framing technical guidelines & policies, to guide the 

states for Programme implementation. 

 

 

************ 
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1.10                      National Creche Scheme : 

Why in News?  National Crèche Scheme is being implemented as a 
Centrally Sponsored Scheme through States/UTs with effect from 
01.01.2017. 

About National Creche Scheme: 

 The Scheme is being implemented by the Ministry of Women and 
Child Development. 

 It is a centrally sponsored scheme. 

 It aims at providing a safe place for mothers to leave their children 
while they are at work, and thus, is a measure for empowering 
women as it enables them to take up employment. 

Coverage: It is an intervention towards protection and development of 
children in the age group of 6 months to 6 years. 

Features: 

 Provides for day care facilities to the children of working mothers. 
 Provides supplementary nutrition, health care inputs like 

immunization, polio drops, basic health monitoring, sleeping 
facilities, early stimulation (for children below 3 years), pre-
school education for children aged between 3-6 yrs. 

 Significance: 

1. This scheme facility enables the parents to leave their children 
while they are at work and where the children are provided with a 
stimulating environment for their holistic development. 

2. This scheme ensures to improve the health and nutrition status of 
the children. 

3. It promotes physical, social, cognitive and emotional/holistic 
development of the children. 

4. It also educates and empowers parents/caretakers for the better 
childcare. 

5. The scheme is being structurally revised with the enhanced 
financial norms, stringent monitoring and sharing pattern between 
the Government of India and the implementing agencies and NGOs. 
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Eligibility Criteria: 

 The State Government, Voluntary Institutions, Mahila Mandals 
with the know report of service in the field of child welfare 
department and registered under the Societies Registration Act, 
1860 or registered as a Public Trust at least for the period for 
last 2 years are eligible for applying for the financial assistance 
from the fund. 

Fund sharing: 

 The fund sharing pattern under National Creche Scheme amongst 
Centre, States/UTs & Non Governmental Organisations/Voluntary 
Organisations for all recurring components of the scheme is in the 
ratio of 60:30:10 for States, 80:10:10 for North Eastern States 
and Himalayan States and 90:0:10 for UTs. 

Why the Centre must invest more in the National Creche Scheme? 

 The physical and cognitive development of a child begins in 
the womb, and 90% of it happens before she is three.  

 It is in this time period that good nutrition is critical.  

 

************ 

 

1.11                    ‘Deep Ocean Mission (DOM)’ 

Why in News?  The Ministry Of Earth Sciences Plans Rs 8000 Crore 
‘Deep Ocean Mission’ to Boost India’s Sea Exploration Capabilities.  

The mission proposes to explore the deep ocean similar to the space 
exploration started by ISRO about 35 years ago. 

Features of the Mission: 

 The focus of the mission will be on deep-sea mining, ocean 
climate change advisory services, underwater vehicles and 
underwater robotics related technologies. 

 Two key projects planned in the ‘Deep Ocean Mission’ report 
include a desalination plant powered by tidal energy and a 
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submersible vehicle that can explore depths of at least 6,000 
metres. 

Significance of the Mission: 

 The ‘Deep Ocean Mission’ plan will enable India to develop 
capabilities to exploit resources in the Central Indian Ocean Basin 
(CIOB). 

 India has been allotted 75,000 square kilometres in the Central 
Indian Ocean Basin (CIOB) by UN International Sea Bed Authority 
for exploration of poly-metallic nodules.  

 CIOB reserves contain deposits of metals like iron, manganese, 
nickel and cobalt. 

Potential: 

 It is envisaged that 10% of recovery of that large reserve can meet 
the energy requirement of India for the next 100 years. 

  It has been estimated that 380 million metric tonnes of 
polymetallic nodules are available at the bottom of the seas in the 
Central Indian Ocean. 

What are PMN? 

Polymetallic nodules (also known as manganese nodules) are potato-
shaped, largely porous nodules found in abundance carpeting the sea floor 
of world oceans in deep sea. 

Composition: Besides manganese and iron, they contain nickel, copper, 
cobalt, lead, molybdenum, cadmium, vanadium, titanium, of which 
nickel, cobalt and copper are considered to be of economic and strategic 
importance.   

 ************ 

 

1.12                          Dam Safety Bill 2019 : 

Why in News?  The centre has recently  introduced the Dam Safety 
Bill, 2019 to  provide uniform safety measures across the country. 
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Concerns raised: 

 The bill is too focused on structural safety and not on operational 
safety. 

 There is inadequate compensation to the people affected by dams. 

 There is need for an independent regulator as well as for a precise 
definition of stakeholders. 

 Many states say it encroaches upon the sovereignty of States to 
manage their dams, and violates the principles of federalism 
enshrined in the Constitution.  

 They see it as an attempt by the Centre to consolidate power in the 
guise of safety concerns. 

 Why Centre is introducing this Bill? 

 Though the subject does not fall under the purview of Parliament, 
the Centre has decided to introduce this bill mainly because dam 
safety is an issue of concern in the country.  

 And there are no legal and institutional safeguards in this regard. 

Highlights of Dam Safety Bill, 2019: 

 The Bill provides for proper surveillance, inspection, operation and 
maintenance of all specified dams in the country to ensure their safe 
functioning. 

 The Bill provides for constitution of a National Committee on Dam 
Safety which shall evolve dam safety policies and recommend 
necessary regulations as may be required for the purpose. 

 The Bill provides for establishment of National Dam Safety Authority 
as a regulatory body which shall discharge functions to implement the 
policy, guidelines and standards for dam safety in the country. 

 The Bill provides for constitution of a State Committee on Dam 
Safety by State Government. 

Significance: 

 The Bill will help all the States and Union Territories of India to 
adopt uniform dam safety procedures which shall ensure safety of 
dams and safeguard benefits from such dams. This shall also help 
in safeguarding human life, livestock and property. 
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 It addresses all issues concerning dam safety including regular 
inspection of dams, Emergency Action Plan, comprehensive 
dam safety review, adequate repair and maintenance funds for 
dam safety, Instrumentation and Safety Manuals.  

 It lays onus of dam safety on the dam owner and provides for 
penal provisions for commission and omission of certain acts. 

Need: 

 Over the last fifty years, India has invested substantially in dams 
and related infrastructures, and ranks third after USA and China 
in the number of large dams. 

 While dams have played a key role in fostering rapid and sustained 
agricultural growth and development in India, there has been a 
long felt need for a uniform law and administrative structure for 
ensuring dam safety. 

 The Central Water Commission, through the National Committee 
on Dam Safety (NCDS), Central Dam Safety Organization (CDSO) 
and State Dam Safety Organizations (SDSO) has been making 
constant endeavours in this direction, but these organizations do 
not have any statutory powers and are only advisory in nature. 

 This can be a matter of concern, especially since about 75 percent 
of the large dams in India are more than 25 years old and about 
164 dams are more than 100 years old.  

 A badly maintained, unsafe dam can be a hazard to human life, 
flora and fauna, public and private assets and the environment. 

 India has had 36 dam failures in the past. 

 

************ 

 

1.13 Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage), Bill 
2019 : 

Why in News?  Parliament has passed the Muslim Women 
(Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill, 2019 criminalizing triple 
talaq.  
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Background: 

 The Supreme Court’s judgment in the Shayara Bano case held that 
the practice of talaq-e-biddat (or triple talaq) unconstitutional.  

 After the judgement, government passed Muslim protection Bill 
also known as, Triple Talaq Bill in Lok Sabha but there has been 
criticism about the legal and procedural aspects of the bill. 

Significance of the bill: 

 The proposed Bill will protect the rights of married Muslim women 
and prevent divorce by the practice of instantaneous and 
irrevocable ‘talaq-e-biddat’ by their husbands. 

 It provides the rights of subsistence allowance, custody of minor 
children to victims of triple talaq i.e. talaq-e-biddat. 

Key provisions of the Bill: 

 The Bill makes all declaration of talaq, including in written or 
electronic form, to be void (i.e. not enforceable in law) and illegal. 

Definition: It defines talaq as talaq-e-biddat or any other similar form of 
talaq pronounced by a Muslim man resulting in instant and irrevocable 
divorce.   

 Talaq-e-biddat refers to the practice under Muslim personal laws 
where pronouncement of the word ‘talaq’ thrice in one sitting by a 
Muslim man to his wife results in an instant and irrevocable 
divorce. 

Offence and penalty: The Bill makes declaration of talaq a cognizable 
offence, attracting up to three years’ imprisonment with a fine.  (A 
cognizable offence is one for which a police officer may arrest an accused 
person without warrant.)  

The offence will be cognizable only if information relating to the 
offence is given by: 

(i) The married woman (against whom talaq has been declared), or  

(ii) Any person related to her by blood or marriage. 
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 The Bill provides that the Magistrate may grant bail to the accused. 
The bail may be granted only after hearing the woman (against 
whom talaq has been pronounced), and if the Magistrate is satisfied 
that there are reasonable grounds for granting bail. 

 The offence may be compounded by the Magistrate upon the 
request of the woman (against whom talaq has been declared). 
Compounding refers to the procedure where the two sides agree to 
stop legal proceedings, and settle the dispute.  . 

Allowance: A Muslim woman against whom talaq has been declared, is 
entitled to seek subsistence allowance from her husband for herself and 
for her dependent children. The amount of the allowance will be 
determined by the Magistrate. 

Custody: A Muslim woman against whom such talaq has been declared, 
is entitled to seek custody of her minor children. The manner of custody 
will be determined by the Magistrate. 

Issues with the bill: 

 The bill introduced in Parliament proposes a three-year jail term for 
a man divorcing his wife through triple talaq.  

 Although most Muslim women feel it is time to end the practice, 
they are wary of the slipshod manner in which the government has 
passed the bill in the Lok Sabha. 

 If the aim of the law is to protect the rights of women, how is that 
possible with their husbands in prison? If they have children under 
the age of 18, who will take care of their education, health, 
financial and other needs? The woman will not be protected but 
instead be vulnerable to more abuse. 

 The Bill does not provide the victimised woman any additional 
benefits in terms of her rights in marriage and divorce. 

 Since the Bill says that triple talaq is cognizable and non-bailable, 
married Muslim man become vulnerable target as policemen can 
arrest and investigate the accused with or without the complaint 
from wife or any other person. 
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Way ahead: 

 The legislation brings India at par with other Muslim majority states 
including Pakistan and Bangladesh.  

 This was long overdue for a country that has taken pride in its 
adherence to the principles of secularism, democracy, and equality.  

 Personal laws of other religious communities, Hindus and 
Christians, have gone through renditions to address some concerns 
relating to gender equality in matters of inheritance and polygamy.  

 Despite the gains, gender equality does not permeate all aspects of 
civil law. This legislation presents an opportunity to put in place a civil 
code that steeped in equality—across faiths and gender.  

 

************ 

 

1.14           National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence : 

Why in News?  NITI Aayog has published the National Strategy for 
Artificial Intelligence wherein it has identified five core areas for the 
application of Artificial Intelligence.  

Furthermore, the differences between Artificial Intelligence, Machine 
Learning and Deep Learning are explained to help UPSC and other 
aspirants understand these concepts better. 

About: 

 Artificial Intelligence is a way of making a computer, a computer-
controlled robot, or software performing humanlike tasks. 

 It refers to the ability of machines to perform cognitive tasks like 
thinking, perceiving, learning, problem solving and decision 
making. 

 The term was coined in 1956 by John McCarthy. 
 There are two subsets under the umbrella term AI: Machine 

learning and Deep learning. 
 Machine Learning involves the use of algorithms to parse data and 

learn from it. This enables making   a determination or prediction. 
 Deep learning is technique for implementing machine learning. 
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National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence : 

 NITI Aayog has identified five core areas for application of artificial 
intelligence: 

Healthcare: for increased access and affordability of quality healthcare. 

 AI based Radiomics is an emerging field that focuses on 
comprehensive quantification of tumor phenotypes by applying a 
large number of quantitative imaging features, which has resulted 
in   improvement to existing biomarker signature panels. 

 A joint venture between Microsoft and Indian start-up ‘Forus 
Health’ has developed a portable device     named “3Nethra” that 
can screen for common eye problems as well as complicated 
conditions like     diabetic retinopathy. 

Agriculture: for enhanced farmers’ income, increased farm productivity 
and reduction of wastage. 

 Agriculture sector is witnessing a large participation of startup 
sector such as – Intello Labs, Trithi   Robotics. 

 Crop health monitoring and providing real time action advisories to 
farmers and using image   classification tools combined with 
remote and local sensed data can bring a revolutionary change in   
utilization and efficiency of farm machinery. 

 AI is being used for soil care, sowing, herbicide optimization, 
precision farming. 

Education: For improved access and quality of education. 

 AI can be used for developing tools for customised learning, 
interactive and intelligent tutoring   systems. 

 It can also be used in developing automated teacher posting and 
transfer systems, using analytics   based on demand – supply gaps 
across schools. 

 Andhra Pradesh government has collaborated with Microsoft to 
predict drop-outs and address the   issue. 

Smart Cities and Infrastructure: For efficient and connectivity for the 
burgeoning urban population. 

 Optimization of infrastructure in cities, service delivery, crowd 
management, cyber security, public   safety and water and waste 
management are some of the areas where AI can be used. 
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 Bandicoot robot have been developed for sewer cleaning to put an 
end to manual scavenging. 

Kamakoti Committee 

AI Task Force headed by V.Kamakoti was set up to to explore possibilities to 
leverage AI for development across various fields. 

Key recommendations of the committee were: 

 Set up digital data banks, marketplaces and exchanges to ensure 
availability of cross-industry information. 

 Data ombudsman: to address data-related issues and grievances. 

 Ensure availability of funds for R&D 

 Setting up National Artificial Intelligence Mission (N-AIM) 

 Smart Mobility and Transportation: For smarter and safer modes of 
transportation and better traffic and congestion problems. 

 AI-based traffic management system including sensors, CCTV 
cameras, automatic number plate   recognition cameras, speed 
detection cameras, signalised pedestrian crossings. 

 Predictions in public transport journeys and optimising parking places. 

 

Challenges to Adoption of Artificial Intelligence : 

 Lack of enabling data ecosystems. 
 Low intensity of AI research 
- Core research in fundamental technologies 
- Transforming core research into market applications 
 Inadequate availability of AI expertise, manpower and skilling 

opportunities. 

 High resource cost and low awareness for adopting AI in business 
processes. 

 Unclear privacy, security and ethical regulations. 

 Unattractive Intellectual Property regime to incentivise research 
and adoption of AI 

Way Forward : 

 The above challenges, if addressed in an expeditious manner 
through concerted collaborative efforts, with government playing a 
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leading role, could lead to fundamental building blocks that form 
the core to India’s march towards leadership in AI.  

 

************ 

1.15                                 PRAGATI : 

Why in News?  The Prime Minister recently chaired his thirtieth 
interaction through PRAGATI – the ICT-based, multi-modal platform for 
Pro-Active Governance and Timely Implementation. 

About PRAGATI: 

PRAGATI (Pro-Active Governance and Timely Implementation) is a 
unique integrating and interactive platform. 

 The platform is aimed at addressing common man’s grievances, 
and simultaneously monitoring and reviewing important 
programmes and projects of the Government of India as well as 
projects flagged by State Governments. 

Unique features: 

 The PRAGATI platform uniquely bundles three latest 
technologies: Digital data management, video-conferencing and 
geo-spatial technology. 

 It also offers a unique combination in the direction of cooperative 
federalism since it brings on one stage the Secretaries of 
Government of India and the Chief Secretaries of the States. 

 With this, the Prime Minister is able to discuss the issues with the 
concerned Central and State officials with full information and 
latest visuals of the ground level situation.  

 It is also an innovative project in e-governance and good 
governance. 

 It is a three-tier system (PMO, Union Government Secretaries, 
and Chief Secretaries of the States). 

 Issues to be flagged before the PM are picked up from the available 
database regarding Public Grievances, on-going Programmes and 
pending Projects. 

************                 
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1.16           The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2019 : 

Why in News?  The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2019, which 
seeks to amend the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988, has been passed by the 
Rajya Sabha.   

About : 

Compensation for road accident victims: The central government will 
develop a scheme for cashless treatment of road accident victims during 
golden hour. The central government may also make a scheme for 
providing interim relief to claimants seeking compensation under third 
party insurance.  

Motor Vehicle Accident Fund: The Bill requires the central government 
to constitute a Motor Vehicle Accident Fund to provide compulsory 
insurance cover to all road users in India.  

The fund will be utilised for:  

(i) Treatment of persons injured in road accidents as per the golden 
hour scheme,  

(ii) Compensation to representatives of a person who died in a hit 
and run accident,  

(iii) Compensation to a person grievously hurt in a hit and run 
accident, and  

(iv) Compensation to any other persons as prescribed by the central 
government.  

This Fund will be credited through: 

(i) Payment of a nature notified by the central government,  
(ii) A grant or loan made by the central government,  
(iii) Balance of the Solatium Fund (existing fund under the Act to 

provide compensation for hit and run accidents), or  
(iv) Any other source as prescribed the central government. 

Good samaritans: The Bill defines a good samaritan as a person who 
renders emergency medical or non-medical assistance to a victim at the 
scene of an accident.  The assistance must have been  

(i) In good faith,  
(ii) Voluntary, and  
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(iii) Without the expectation of any reward.  Such a person will not 
be liable for any civil or criminal action for any injury to or death 
of an accident victim, caused due to their negligence in 
providing assistance to the victim.  

Recall of vehicles: The Bill allows the central government to order for 
recall of motor vehicles if a defect in the vehicle may cause damage to the 
environment, or the driver, or other road users.  

The manufacturer of the recalled vehicle will be required to: 

(i) Reimburse the buyers for the full cost of the vehicle, or  
(ii) Replace the defective vehicle with another vehicle with similar or 

better specifications. 

National Transportation Policy: The central government may develop a 
National Transportation Policy, in consultation with state governments.  
The Policy will:  

(i) Establish a planning framework for road transport,  
(ii) Develop a framework for grant of permits, and  
(iii) Specify priorities for the transport system, among other things.  

Road Safety Board: The Bill provides for a National Road Safety Board, 
to be created by the central government through a notification. The 
Board will advise the central and state governments on all aspects of 
road safety and traffic management including. 

Offences and penalties: The Bill increases penalties for several offences 
under the Act.  

Taxi aggregators: The Bill defines aggregators as digital intermediaries 
or market places which can be used by passengers to connect with a 
driver for transportation purposes (taxi services). These aggregators 
will be issued licenses by state. Further, they must comply with the 
Information Technology Act, 2000. 

Issues with the bill: 

 With a Fund already existing to provide compensation for hit and 
run accidents, the purpose of the new Accident Fund is unclear.  

 State governments will issue licenses to taxi aggregators as per 
central government guidelines.  
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 Currently, state governments determine guidelines for plying of 
taxis.  There could be cases where state taxi guidelines are at 
variance with the central guidelines on aggregators.  

 While the penalties for contravening provisions of the proposed 
scheme on interim relief to accident victims are specified in the 
Bill, the offences that would warrant such penalties have not been 
specified.   

 It may be argued that imposing penalties without knowing the 
nature of the offences is unreasonable. 

 States also have concerns about their powers being curtailed in the 
Motor Vehicle (Amendment) Bill. 

 

************ 

1.17                               Indus Script : 

Why in News?  It is the earliest form of writing known in the Indian 
subcontinent, developed by the ‘Indus Valley Civilization’. 

About : 

 It is also known as the Harappan script. 
 The origin of this script is poorly understood and it remains 

undeciphered. 

 The languages that the script represents are still unknown and 
its connection with proper Indian writing systems is uncertain. 

 There is no known bilingual inscription to help to decipher the 
script. 

 The earliest known examples of the Indus Script signs, attested on 
‘Ravi’ and ‘Kot Diji pottery’ was excavated at Harappa. 

 It dates back to early Harappan phase (3500-2700 BCE). 

 Examples of Indus writing has been found on seals pottery, bronze 
tools, stoneware bangles, bones, ivory. 

 Square stamp seals are the dominant form of Indus writing media. 

 The Indus Script was generally written from right to left but there 
are some exceptions where the writing is bidirectional. 

 It combined both word signs and symbols with phonetic value. 

 This type of writing system is known as "logo-syllabic", where 
some symbols express ideas or words while others represent 
sounds. 
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 A majority of the Indus Valley inscriptions were written 
‘logographically’ (by using word signs). 

 Indus Script sometimes used ‘rebus principle’, where a word-
symbol used only for its sound value. 

 For example, the combination of the pictures of a honey bee and a 
leaf to signify the word “belief” (bee+leaf). 

 The Indus script has been assigned the ISO 15924 code “Inds”. 

 

************ 

1.18                   National Digital Health Blueprint : 

Why in News?  The government has released National Digital 
Health Blueprint (NDHB) which aims to create National Digital Health 
Eco-System, in public domain. Health Ministry has sought inputs from 
various stakeholders on its vision. 

Highlights of the National Digital Health Blueprint (NDHB): 

 It lays out the ‘building blocks’ for the implementation of the 
National Health Stack (NHS), which aims to deploy Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) in leveraging health records. 

 Keeping true to the government’s larger agenda, of ‘data as a public 
good’, the blueprint proposes the linking of multiple databases to 
generate greater and granular data that can be leveraged by the 
public as well as private sector – including insurance companies, 
hospitals, apps and researchers. 

 The blueprint proposes a National Digital Health Mission “as a 
purely government organization with complete functional autonomy 
adopting some features of some of the existing National Information 
Utilities like UIDAI and GSTN.” 

 The policy document essentially lays the implementation plan and 
defines the ‘building blocks’ of the NHS. In doing so, it lays down 
the following objectives: 

 To establish national and regional registries to create single source 
of truth in respect of Clinical Establishments, Healthcare 
Professionals, Health Workers and Pharmacies. 

 Creating a system of Personal Health Records accessible to the 
citizens and to the service providers based on citizen-consent. 
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 Promoting the adoption of open standards by all the actors in the 
National Digital Health Ecosystem. 

 Promoting Health Data Analytics and Medical Research. 

 Concerns: 

 This National Blueprint illustrates yet another example of the 
Centre moving forward with a major digitization program 
involving the data of millions of citizens without a data protection 
law in place. 

 Data security is a prerequisite for any data movement. Currently, 
data privacy in health is a gray area. 

 Data researchers and activists have expressed concerns about 
the development of this policy, which proposes a health data set-
up on a foundation of India Stack – a bouquet of privately-owned 
proprietary software applications. 

 

 

************ 

1.19           Pashmina Products Receive BIS Certification : 

Why in News?  Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) has published an 
Indian Standard for identification, marking and labelling of Pashmina 
products to certify its purity. 

Significance and the need for certification: 

 The certification will help curb the adulteration of Pashmina. 
 Protect the interests of local artisans and nomads who are the 

producers of Pashmina raw material. 
 Assure the purity of Pashmina for customers. 
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 Discourage counterfeit or substandard products presently 
mislabeled and sold as genuine Pashmina in the market. 

 Motivate the younger generation to continue in this profession as 
well as encourage more families to take up this occupation. 

Background: 

 The nomadic Pashmina herders live in the hostile and tough terrain 
of Changthang and are solely dependent on Pashmina for their 
livelihood.  

 At present, there are 2400 families rearing 2.5 lakh goats. 

About Changthangi or Pashmina goat: 

 It is a special breed of goat indigenous to the high altitude regions 
of Ladakh in Jammu and Kashmir. 

 They are raised for ultra-fine cashmere wool, known as Pashmina 
once woven. 

 These goats are generally domesticated and reared by nomadic 
communities called the Changpa in the Changthang region of 
Greater Ladakh. 

 The Changthangi goats have revitalized the economy of 
Changthang, Leh and Ladakh region. 

 

************ 
 

1.20                      Article 370, Article 35 A : 

Why in News?   The central Government has recently revoked 
the Article 370, Article 35 A and Constitution (Application to Jammu 
and Kashmir) Order 2019.  

Background 

 The Indian Independence Act, 1947, divided British India, i.e., 
the territories under the direct administration of the British, into 
India and Pakistan. 

 The 580-odd princely states that had signed subsidiary alliances 
with the British had their sovereignty restored to them, and were 
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given the options of remaining independent, joining the Dominion 
of India, or joining the Dominion of Pakistan. 

 Section 6(a) of the Act said joining either India or Pakistan would 
have to be through an Instrument of Accession. States could 
specify the terms on which they were joining one of the new 
dominions. 

Instrument of Accession : 

 Instrument of Accession was like a treaty between two sovereign 
countries that had decided to work together. The maxim of pacta 
sunt servanda in international law, which governs contracts or 
treaties between states, asks that promises must be honoured. 

 The Maharaja, the Hindu king of a Muslim-majority state, had 
initially wanted to stay independent. He signed the Instrument of 
Accession on October 26, 1947, after Afridi tribesmen and 
Pakistan Army regulars invaded the state, and India agreed to help 
only after he acceded. The Schedule appended to the Instrument of 
Accession gave the Indian Parliament power to legislate for Jammu 
and Kashmir on only defence, external affairs and communications. 

 In Clause 5 of the Instrument of Accession, Hari Singh said that 
the terms of “my Instrument of Accession cannot be varied by any 
amendment of the Act or of The Indian Independence Act unless 
such amendment is accepted by me by an Instrument 
supplementary to this Instrument”.  

 In Clause 7, he said: “Nothing in this Instrument shall be deemed 
to commit me in any way to acceptance of any future Constitution 
of India or to fetter my discretion to enter into arrangements with 
the Government of India under any such future Constitution.” 

 Article 370 was a constitutional recognition of the conditions 
mentioned in the Instrument of Accession, and reflected the 
contractual rights and obligations of the two parties. 
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Article 370 : 

 The original draft of Article 370 was drawn up by the Government of 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

 A modified version of the draft was passed in the Constituent 
Assembly of India on May 27, 1949. 

 Article 370 was eventually drafted by Gopalaswami Ayyangar. 
Ayyangar was a minister without portfolio in the first Union Cabinet of 
India. He was also a former Diwan to Maharajah Hari Singh of Jammu 
and Kashmir 

 On October 17, 1949, Article 370 was included in India’s Constitution 
by the Constituent Assembly. 

 Article 370 of the Indian Constitution is a ‘temporary provision’ 
which grants special autonomous status to Jammu & Kashmir. 

 Under Part XXI of the Constitution of India, which deals with 
“Temporary, Transitional and Special provisions”, the state of Jammu 
& Kashmir has been accorded special status under Article 370. 

 All the provisions of the Constitution which are applicable to other 
states are not applicable to J&K. 

 Article 370 alongwith Article 35 A let the J&K legislature decide the 
“permanent residents” of the State, prohibits a non-J&K resident from 
buying property in the State and ensures job reservation for its 
residents. 

 Some critics of Article 370 have argued earlier that Kashmir joined 
India in 1947 without any conditions, and Article 370 unnecessarily 
gave it special status. 

 However, the drafting of the Constitution ended on November 26, 1949 
— Article 370 had been included before the Constitution was adopted. 

Provisions of Article 370 : 

 According to this article, except for defence, foreign affairs, 
finance and communications, Parliament needs the state 
government’s concurrence for applying all other laws. 

 Thus the state’s residents live under a separate set of laws, 
including those related to citizenship, ownership of property, and 
fundamental rights, as compared to other Indians. 

 As a result of this provision, Indian citizens from other states 
cannot purchase land or property in Jammu & Kashmir. 
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 Under Article 370, the Centre has no power to declare financial 
emergency under Article 360 in the state. 

 It can declare emergency in the state only in case of war or external 
aggression. The Union government can therefore cannot declare 
emergency on grounds of internal disturbance or imminent danger 
unless it is made at the request or with the concurrence of the state 
government. 

 Article 370, in its sub-clause (3), has itself laid down that Article 
370 can cease to operate by way of a presidential order but a 
recommendation of the ‘Constituent Assembly’ shall have to be 
placed before him. 

Constitution (Application to Jammu and Kashmir) Order, 1954 / 
Article 35A 

 The Constitution (Application to Jammu and Kashmir) Order, 
1954, lists the Articles and provisions that apply to J&K. 

 Further, the President also listed a set of exceptions under Article 
35A of the Constitution (this Article does not figure in the text 
of the Constitution of India, but figures only in the J&K’s 
Constitution). While the 1954 presidential order constituted a 
founding legal document for Jammu and Kashmir 

 Article 35 is followed by Article 36 — but appears in Appendix I. 
 Article 35A empowers the Jammu and Kashmir legislature to define 

the permanent residents of the state, and their special rights and 
privileges. 

How it was incorporated in the Constitution : 

 Article 35A was incorporated into the Constitution in 1954 by an 
order of the then President Rajendra Prasad on the advice of the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Cabinet. 

 The Constitution (Application to Jammu and Kashmir) Order of 
1954 followed the 1952 Delhi Agreement entered into between 
Nehru and the then Prime Minister of Jammu and Kashmir Sheikh 
Abdullah, which extended Indian citizenship to the ‘State subjects’ 
of Jammu and Kashmir. 

 The Presidential Order was issued under Article 370 (1) (d) of the 
Constitution. This provision allows the President to make certain 
“exceptions and modifications” to the Constitution for the benefit 
of ‘State subjects’ of Jammu and Kashmir. 
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 So Article 35A was added to the Constitution as a testimony of the 
special consideration the Indian government accorded to the 
‘permanent residents’ of Jammu and Kashmir. 

About Current Presidential Order – Constitution (Application to 
Jammu and Kashmir) Order 2019  

 President Ram Nath Kovind issued a presidential order under 
Article 370 (1) of the Constitution. This clause enables the 
President to specify the matters which are applicable to Jammu 
and Kashmir. 

 As it can be issued only with the Jammu and Kashmir 
government’s concurrence, the notification uses the words “with 
the concurrence of the Government of the State of Jammu and 
Kashmir”. This presumably means the Governor, who is now 
administering the State under President’s Rule, has given his 
concurrence on behalf of the State government. 

 The Order supersedes the 1954 Order. This effectively means that 
all the provisions that formed the basis of a separate “Constitution” 
for Jammu and Kashmir stand abrogated. 

 Presidential Order has extended all provisions of the 
Constitution to Jammu and Kashmir, including the chapter on 
Fundamental Rights. 

 Therefore, the discriminatory provisions under Article 35A are now 
unconstitutional. The President may also withdraw Article 35A. 

 This provision is currently under challenge in the Supreme Court 
on the ground that it could have been introduced in the Indian 
Constitution only through a constitutional amendment under 
Article 368, and not through a Presidential Order under Article 
370. 

 However, Presidential Order, too has amended Article 367 
without following the amending process. 

 

************ 

1.21                Rajasthan Passed Lynching Bill, 2019 : 

Why in News?  The Rajasthan legislative assembly has recently passed 
a Bill providing for life imprisonment and a fine from Rs1 lakh to Rs 5 
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lakh to those convicted in cases of mob lynching leading to victim’s 
death. 

About the Bill : 

 The Bill defines the mob as a group of two or more individuals. 

 It also defines lynching as “an act or series of acts of violence or 
those of aiding, abetting or attempting an act of violence, whether 
spontaneous or preplanned, by a mob on the grounds of religion, 
race, caste, sex, place of birth, language, dietary practices, sexual 
orientation, political affiliation or ethnicity”. 

 For the offence of an assault by mob, leading to the victim suffering 
grievous hurts, the Bill provides for jail terms up to 10 years and a 
fine of Rs25,000 to Rs 3 lakh. 

 In cases of the victims suffering simple injuries, the Bill proposes 
imprisonment up to seven years and a fine up to Rs1 lakh. 

 For hatching a conspiracy of lynching or aiding, abetting or 
attempting such an offence, the Bill seeks to punish the offenders 
in the same manner as if he actually committed the offence of 
lynching. 

 The Bill also empowers the State police chief to appoint a state 
coordinator of the rank of Inspector General of Police to prevent the 
incidents of lynching in the State with the district Superintendents 
of Police acting as the district’s coordinator, to be assisted by a 
Deputy Superintendents of Police, for taking measures to prevent 
incidents of mob violence and lynching. 

 The Bill also enlists various other offences related to the lynching 
such as dissemination of offensive materials, propagation of 
hostile environment and obstructing legal processes, which 
would be punishable with jail terms varying from three to five 
years. 

 The Bill also stipulates the provision of compensation to victims by 
the State government as per the Rajasthan Victim Compensation 
Scheme. 

 It also binds the State government to take necessary measures to 
rehabilitate the victims of mob lynching, suffering displacements 
from their native places. 

************ 
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1.22                     PM Kisan Maan Dhan Yojana : 

Why in News?  Registration opens for PM Kisan Maan Dhan Yojana. 

Aim: To improve the life of small and marginal farmers of the country. 

Salient features of the scheme: 

1. The scheme is voluntary and contributory for farmers in the entry 
age group of 18 to 40 years. 

2. A monthly pension of Rs. 3000/– will be provided to them on 
attaining the age of 60 years. 

3. The farmers will have to make a monthly contribution of Rs.55 to 
Rs.200, depending on their age of entry, in the Pension Fund 
till they reach the retirement date i.e. the age of 60 years. 

4. The Central Government will also make an equal contribution of 
the same amount in the pension fund. 

5. The spouse is also eligible to get a separate pension of Rs.3000/- 
upon making separate contributions to the Fund. 

6. The Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) shall be the Pension 
Fund Manager and responsible for Pension pay out. 

7. In case of death of the farmer before retirement date, the spouse 
may continue in the scheme by paying the remaining contributions 
till the remaining age of the deceased farmer. 

8. If the spouse does not wish to continue, the total contribution 
made by the farmer along with interest will be paid to the spouse. 

9. If there is no spouse, then total contribution along with interest will 
be paid to the nominee. 

If the farmer dies after the retirement date, the spouse will receive 
50% of the pension as Family Pension. 

 After the death of both the farmer and the spouse, the accumulated 
corpus shall be credited back to the Pension Fund. 

 The beneficiaries may opt voluntarily to exit the Scheme after a 
minimum period of 5 years of regular contributions. 

 On exit, their entire contribution shall be returned by LIC with an 
interest equivalent to prevailing saving bank rates. 

 The farmers, who are also beneficiaries of PM-Kisan Scheme, 
will have the option to allow their contribution debited from the 
benefit of that Scheme directly. 
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 In case of default in making regular contributions, the beneficiaries 
are allowed to regularize the contributions by paying the 
outstanding dues along with prescribed interest. 

Need for and Significance of the scheme: 

 It is expected that at least 10 crore labourers and workers in the 
unorganised sector will avail the benefit of the scheme within next 
five years making it one of the largest pension schemes of the 
world. 

************ 

1.23      National Conference on e-Governance adopts ‘Shillong Declaration’ : 

Why in News?  22nd National Conference on e-Governance adopts 
‘Shillong Declaration’ with focus on Northeast. 

The declaration has outlined the future trajectory that would be taken 
in terms of e-governance with a focus on improving connectivity in 
Northeast. 

Background: 

 The Conference on e-Governance was organised by the 
Department of Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances, 
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions and 
Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology in collaboration 
with the Meghalaya Government. 

 The conference was an attempt to streamline e-governance services 
for effective policy implementation while helping to bridge the 
technological divide. 

The 10-point declaration includes: 

1. The central government and state governments would collaborate 
to improve the citizens’ experience with government services. 

2. In order to do so, they would promote the timely implementation of 
India Enterprise Architecture (IndEA). 

3. They would also implement a single sign-on for interoperability and 
integration among e-Government applications throughout the 
country. 
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4. It also resolved to consolidate the plethora of successful state-level 
e-Governance projects and domain-based projects with a focus to 
replicate them as common application software with configurable 
features. 

5. The declaration also stressed the need to ensure improvement in 
ease of living and ease of doing business by making a big shift in 
the role of government from Service Provider to Service Enabler. 

6. It also stressed on the need to take steps to further improve 
connectivity in the Northeast. 

7. Issues and challenges of telecommunication connectivity at the 
grassroots and formulate and implement a comprehensive telecom 
development plan were also addressed in the declaration. 

8. It was also resolved to improve the quality of delivery of e-Services 
in the Northeast to fulfill the vision of improved citizen experience. 

9. It was also resolved to develop India as a global cloud hub and 
facilitate the development of Government applications and 
databases on Cloud by default. 

10. To adopt emerging technologies for finding e-Governance 
solutions and to promote the Digital India Projects with focus on 
Smart Cities and Smart Villages through Startups and Smart 
Entrepreneurship were also resolved in the declaration. 

 

************ 

 

1.24                 New District creation in any state : 
Why in News?  Recently Tamil Nadu CM announced that Vellore 
district would be trifurcated to create 2 more districts, Ranipet and 
Tirupattur. 

Important facts: 

A ‘district’(zila) is an administrative division of an Indian state, there are 
around 727 Districts in India. 

 The idea behind creating new districts in any state is, generally to 
make governance easier, sometimes driven by local demands. 

 The number and size of districts vary from state to state. 

 The larger states predictably have a higher number of districts, 
Uttar Pradesh (75), followed by Madhya Pradesh (52). 
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 The smallest state, Goa (2), has the lowest number. 

However, the number of districts in a state is not always a function 
of the area of the state, or of its population. 

For example, Andhra Pradesh is the 7th largest state by area but has 
among the smallest counts of districts at 13. 

It has only one district for every 12,000 sq km, the largest average size 
for a district in any Indian state. 

Tripura, being a small state, has only 8 districts. 

1. But it is high, when compared to any other states, in terms of the 
number of districts per unit area. 

2. It has one district for every 1,300 sq km, the smallest average 
district size in the country. 

 An average Andhra Pradesh district is more than 9 times the size 
of an average Tripura district. 

 An Andhra Pradesh district has an average population of 38 lakh 
while a Tripura district has only 4.5 lakh. 

 Most of the Northeastern states have smaller districts, which mean 
a higher number of districts per unit area. 

 Tamil Nadu’s 37 districts will be the 4th highest count in the 
country. 

 The average size of a Tamil Nadu district will now be around 3,500 
sq km, down from 4,000 sq km earlier. 

Uttar Pradesh (75), Madhya Pradesh (52), Bihar(38) are the top 3 states 
with highest number of districts.           

 

************ 

1.25                         Chief of Defence Staff : 

Why in News?  In his Independence Day address, Prime Minister 
announced the creation of the post of Chief of Defence Staff. 

 

 



 

www.vaidicslucknow.com Page 45 
 

About the Chief of Defence Staff: 

 The CDS is a high military office that oversees and coordinates the 
working of the three Services. 

Roles and functions of CDS: 

 CDS shall provide “effective leadership at the top level” to the 
three wings of the armed forces, and to help improve coordination 
among them. 

 It offers seamless tri-service views and single-point advice to the 
Executive (in India’s case, to the Prime Minister) on long-term 
defence planning and management, including manpower, 
equipment and strategy, and above all, “jointsmanship” in 
operations. 

Practice so far: 

 India has had a feeble equivalent known as the Chairman, Chiefs 
of Staff Committee (CoSC); but this is a toothless office, given the 
manner in which it is structured. 

 The senior-most among the three Service Chiefs is appointed to 
head the CoSC, an office that lapses with the incumbent’s 
retirement. 

Why change it now? 

 CoSC arrangement is seen as “unsatisfactory”, and its Chairman as 
a “figurehead”. 

 The post did not further tri-service integration, resulting in 
inefficiency and an expensive duplication of assets. 

 The CoSC system is a leftover from the colonial era, with only minor 
changes being carried out over the years. 

 Apprehensions in the political class about a powerful military leader, 
along with inter-Services bickering, have long worked to 
disincentivise the upgrade of the post. 
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What is the case for having a CDS? 

 The first proposal for a CDS came from the 2000 Kargil Review 
Committee (KRC). 

 Although the KRC did not directly recommend a CDS — that came 
from the GoM — it underlined the need for more coordination 
among the three Services, which was poor in the initial weeks of 
the Kargil conflict. 

 The KRC Report pointed out that India is the only major democracy 
where the Armed Forces Headquarters is outside the apex 
governmental structure. 

 It observed that Service Chiefs devote most of their time to their 
operational roles, “often resulting in negative results”. 

 Long-term defence planning suffers as day-to-day priorities 
dominate. 

 Also, the Prime Minister and Defence Minister do not have the 
benefit of the views and expertise of military commanders, in order 
to ensure that higher level defence management decisions are more 
consensual and broadbased. 

 The CDS is also seen as being vital to the creation of “theatre 
commands”, integrating tri-service assets and personnel like in the 
US military. 

 What are the arguments against? 

 Theoretically, the appointment of a CDS is long overdue, but there 
appears to be no clear blueprint for the office to ensure its 
effectiveness. 

 India’s political establishment is seen as being largely ignorant of, 
or at best indifferent towards, security matters, and hence 
incapable of ensuring that a CDS works. 

 Militaries by nature tend to resist transformation. 
 The absence of foresight and understanding might end up making 

the CDS just another case of “jobs for the boys”. 

 

************ 

1.26                         Legislative Council: 

Why in News?  The Madhya Pradesh government has indicated that 
it plans to initiate steps towards creation of a Legislative Council. 
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What are the Legislative Councils, and why are they important? 

 India has a bicameral system i.e., two Houses of Parliament. At 
the state level, the equivalent of the Lok Sabha is the Vidhan 
Sabha or Legislative Assembly; that of the Rajya Sabha is the 
Vidhan Parishad or Legislative Council. 

 A second House of legislature is considered important for two 
reasons: one, to act as a check on hasty actions by the popularly 
elected House and, two, to ensure that individuals who might not 
be cut out for the rough-and-tumble of direct elections too are able 
to contribute to the legislative process. 

Why do we need a second house? 

1. They can be used to park leaders who have not been able to win an 
election. 

2. They can be used to delay progressive legislation. 
3. They would strain state finances. 
4. Having a second chamber would allow for more debate and sharing 

of work between the Houses. 

Criticism: 

1. Rather than fulfilling the lofty objective of getting intellectuals into 
the legislature, the forum is likely to be used to accommodate party 
functionaries who fail to get elected. 

2. It is also an unnecessary drain on the exchequer.  
3. Unlike Rajya Sabha which has substantial powers to shape non-

financial legislation, Legislative Councils lack the constitutional 
mandate to do so. Legislative Assemblies have the power to 
override suggestions/amendments made to a legislation by the 
Council. 

4. While Rajya Sabha MPs can vote in the election of the President 
and Vice-President, members of Legislative Councils can’t. 
MLCs also can’t vote in the elections of Rajya Sabha members. 

5. As regards Money bills, only fourteen days’ delay can be caused by 
the Council, which is more or less a formality rather than a barrier 
in the way of Money Bill passed by the Assembly.  
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Creation of a legislative council: 

 Under Article 169 of the constitution, Parliament may by law create or 
abolish the second chamber in a state if the Legislative Assembly of 
that state passes a resolution to that effect by a special majority. 

 Currently, six states have Legislative Councils. Jammu and Kashmir 
too had one, until the state was bifurcated into the Union Territories of 
J&K and Ladakh. 

Strength of the house: 

 As per article 171 clause (1) of the Indian Constitution, the 
total number of members in the legislative council of a state shall 
not exceed one third of the total number of the members in the 
legislative Assembly of that state and the total number of members 
in the legislative council of a state shall in no case be less than 
40. 

How are members of the Council elected? 

1. 1/3rd of members are elected by members of the Assembly. 
2. 1/3rd by electorates consisting of members of municipalities, 

district boards and other local authorities in the state. 
3. 1/12th by an electorate consisting of teachers. 
4. 1/12th by registered graduates. 
5. The remaining members are nominated by the Governor from 

among those who have distinguished themselves in literature, 
science, art, the cooperative movement, and social service. 

Legislative Councils are permanent Houses, and like Rajya Sabha, one-
third of their members retire every two years. 

Do Rajya Sabha and Vidhan Parishads have similar powers?  

 Not really. The constitution gives Councils limited legislative 
powers. Unlike Rajya Sabha which has substantial powers to shape 
non-financial legislation, Legislative Councils lack the 
constitutional mandate to do so.  

 Legislative Assemblies have the power to override 
suggestions/amendments made to legislation by the Council. 
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Way ahead: 

There is need of a National Policy on having Upper House in State 
Legislatures. The provision of the law for Councils to have seats for 
graduates and teachers should also be reviewed. 

There is a need for wide range of debates and public and intellectual 
opinion to have an Upper House in all state legislatures. Legislative 
councils should be a responsible body that can also form their part in 
policies and programmes for the development of states. 

 

************ 
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2.                           International 

2.1                                E-2020 initiative: 

Why in News?  Prompt diagnosis, treatment and surveillance in 
remote, hard-to-reach regions can help achieve the E-2020 initiative of 
eradicating malaria by 2020. 

About : 

 A progress report on WHO’s E-2020 initiative held that five 
countries reported no indigenous cases of malaria in 2018. 

 These countries were China, Iran, Malaysia Timor-Leste from Asia 
and El Salvador from Central America. 

 They were part of WHO’s E-2020 initiative. 

 Contracted through the bite of an infected mosquito, malaria 
remains one of the world’s leading killers. 

 It accounted for an estimated 219 million cases from 87 countries 
and over 400,000 related deaths in 2017. 

E-2020 Initiative : 

 E-2020 initiative was launched in 2016. 
 It has been working in 21 countries, spanning five regions, to 

scale up efforts to achieve malaria elimination by 2020. 
 A key milestone for 2020 is the elimination of malaria in at least 10 

countries that had the disease in 2015. 

 To meet this target, countries must report zero indigenous cases 
in 2020. 

 

The 21 countries were identified by WHO, on the basis of : 

 Trends in malaria case incidence between 2000 and 2016 
 Declared malaria objectives of affected countries 
 Opinions of WHO experts 
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India’s Case : 

 India (4%) was among the five countries, the others being — 
Nigeria (25%), Democratic Republic of the Congo (11%), 
Mozambique (5%), and Uganda (4%) — that accounted for nearly 
50% of all malaria cases worldwide. 

 India was also among the 11 countries that reported approximately 
70 per cent of all malaria cases (151 million) and deaths (274,000). 

 Among these 11 countries, only India reported progress in reducing 
its malaria cases in 2017 (24 per cent reduction in cases) 
compared to 2016. 

************ 
 

2.3            Global Coalition of the Willing on Pollinators : 

Why in News?  Recently Nigeria became the 4th African country to 

join the “Global Coalition of the Willing on Pollinators” 

 This Coalition was formed to follow up on the findings of IPBES 
assessment on Pollinators and Food Production. 

 This agreement is a stepping stone to protect pollinators and their 
habitats. 

 The coalition now has 28 signatories including 
1. 17 European countries 
2. 5 from Latin America and the Caribbean and 
3. 4 from Africa 
 Joining the coalition means adopting the following measures- 

 Taking action to protect pollinators and their habitats. 

 Sharing experience and lessons learnt in developing and 
implementing national pollinator strategies. 

 Reaching out to seek collaboration with a broad spectrum of 
stakeholders. 

 Developing research on pollinator conservation. 

 Supporting and collaborating with each other and those parties 
that are willing to join the coalition. 

 Pollinator-dependent species include several fruits, vegetables, 
oil crops, which are major sources of nutrients to humans. 

 The availability of pollinators helps in crop production in terms of 
both quantity and quality. 
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 Protecting pollinators will be important for addressing the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) – 

1. SDG 2 (zero hunger), 
2. SDG 15 (life on land), 
3. SDG 3 (good health and well-being) 

 

************ 

 

2.4                             BASIC Countries : 

Why in News?  The BASIC countries recently held their 28th 
Ministerial meeting on Climate Change in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

Who are the BASIC? 

 The BASIC group was formed as the result of an agreement signed 
by the four countries on November 28, 2009. 

 They are a bloc of four large newly industrialized countries – Brazil, 
South Africa, India and China. 

Significance of the grouping: 

 The signatory nations have a broadly common position on reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions and raising the massive funds that are 
needed to fight climate change. 

 The BASIC countries constituted one of the parties in the 
Copenhagen Accord reached with the US-led grouping; the Accord, 
was, however, not legally binding. 

 The BASIC group wields considerable heft purely because of the 
size of the economies and populations of the member countries. 

 Brazil, South Africa, India and China put together has one-third 
of the world’s geographical area and nearly 40% of the world’s 
population, and when they unitedly speak in one voice this shows 
their determination. 

 BASIC is one of several groups of nations working together to fight 
climate change and carry out negotiations within the UNFCCC. 
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Need for this grouping: 

 In light of the IPCC Special Report on 1.5°C released in October last 
year, the group took note of its findings that highlight the “high 
vulnerability of developing countries to climate change effects 
and high resultant costs of adaptation”. 

 The findings of the IPCC Special Report on Global Warming make 
it incredibly clear that the impacts of an already warming 
world are significant, and that impacts at 2°C are catastrophic 
compared to those of 1.5°C.  

 Yet, the BASIC ministers recalled the Paris goal of limiting the 
temperature rise to well under 2°C, and aspiring to limit it to 1.5°C, 
suggesting their continued pursuit of 2°C as the target temperature 
limit. 

 The BASIC countries also contend that their nationally determined 
contributions (NDCs)— voluntary pledges of national efforts to 
reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions—have demonstrated “a 
high level of ambition in the context of poverty and 
sustainable development”. 

Way ahead: 

While developed countries must take the lead to reduce GHG emissions 
and enable developing countries to scale climate action.  

It is critical that all countries actively step-up to rapidly reduce global 
GHG emissions within their own jurisdictions and collectively work with 
each other to limit warming to 1.5°C. 

 

************ 
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3.                           Economy 
 

3.1      Amendments in Insolvency & Bankruptcy Code: IBC 

Why in News?   The Union cabinet has cleared major changes to 
the bankruptcy law that will enforce a strict 330-day timeline for the 
insolvency resolution process. 

What are Insolvency & Bankruptcy? 

Insolvency is not the same as bankruptcy. Insolvency is a state of 
economic distress, whereas bankruptcy is a court order that decides how 
an insolvent debtor will deal with unpaid obligations. That usually 
involves selling assets to pay the creditors and erasing debts that can't be 
paid. 

About The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (IBC): 

It is the bankruptcy law of India which seeks to consolidate the existing 
framework by creating a single law for insolvency and bankruptcy.  

The bankruptcy code is a one stop solution for resolving insolvencies 
which previously was a long process that did not offer an economically 
viable arrangement. The code aims to protect the interests of small 
investors and make the process of doing business less cumbersome. 
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What are new proposed changes? 

 The bill mandates the deadline for the completion of the 
resolution process within 330 days including all litigations & 
judicial processes. 

 Voting provision for financial creditors. 
 The bill states that the resolution plan will be binding on the 

entire stakeholder, including government, to whom a debt is 
owed. 

 The financial creditors will get a share of proceeds from the sale 
of the debtor company or its liquidation as per the hierarchy 
specified in IBC. 

 The Code gives the highest priority to those who have brought 
interim finance to meet the costs of resolution or liquidation, 
followed by dues to workers for the past two years and dues to 
secured creditors in equal priority. 

 

************ 
 

3.2                 Tax on high net worth individuals : 

Why in News?  The increase in tax on high net worth individuals, 
announced in the Union Budget, will not result in an outflow of Foreign 
Portfolio Investments (FPIs), Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
informed the Lok Sabha recently. 

Who are high net worth individuals? 

High-net-worth individual is a term used by some segments of the financial 
services industry to designate persons whose investible assets exceed a 
given amount. Typically, these individuals are defined as holding financial 
assets with a value greater than US$1 million. 

About: 

 As per the Finance Ministry,the higher tax will only apply to 
individuals and FPIs registered as trusts, which are also treated 
as individuals. The FPIs that are registered as companies will not 
be affected. 
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 The increase in the effective tax rate is only on individuals who 
are earning above a certain amount per year, and this includes 
forms of FPIs that are registered as trusts, which are treated as 
individuals. 

The House passed the Finance Bill after the debate. 

 In the Budget, Ms. Sitharaman had announced an increase in the 
surcharge paid by high net-worth individuals, effectively 
increasing their tax rate by 3% for those earning between Rs 2 
crore and Rs 5 crore a year, and 7% for those earning more than 
Rs 5 crore annually. 

 She also clarified that the Budget proposal of a 2% TDS on cash 
withdrawals exceeding Rs 1 crore a year from a single bank 
account would be adjusted against the tax paid by that individual 
at the end of the financial year. 

 “The tax on cash withdrawals will be adjusted with the tax paid 
at the end of the year by the taxpayer,” Ms. Sitharaman said. “It 
is not a tax that is over and above the tax they pay in the year, and 
it is not a parallel tax. It will be adjusted.” 

What is the Effective Tax Rate? 

 The effective tax rate is the average tax rate paid by a corporation 
or an individual. The effective tax rate for individuals is the 
average rate at which their earned income, such as wages, and 
unearned income, such as stock dividends, is taxed.  

The effective tax rate for a corporation is the average rate at which its 
pre-tax profits are taxed. 

About the Foreign Portfolio Investment (FPI): 

 Foreign portfolio investment (FPI) consists of securities and other 
financial assets passively held by foreign investors. 

 It does not provide the investor with direct ownership of financial 
assets and is relatively liquid depending on the volatility of the 
market. 

 Foreign portfolio investment is part of a country’s capital account 
and is shown on its Balance of Payments (BOP). 

 The BOP measures the amount of money flowing from one country to 
other countries over one monetary year. 
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About the Current Account/ Capital Account: 

 The current account represents a country's net income over a period 
of time, while the capital account records the net change of assets 
and liabilities during a particular year. 

 In economic terms, the current account deals with the receipt and 
payment in cash as well as non-capital items, while the capital 
account reflects sources and utilization of capital.  

 

 

************ 

3.4                          Foreign Sovereign Bond : 
 

Sovereign bond is a specific debt instrument issued by the government. 

 It is issued to finance the fiscal deficit and manage the temporary 
cash mismatches of the government. 

 When it is denominated in a foreign currency, it is called 
as Foreign sovereign bond. 

 The yield of the bonds are dependent on primarily 3 factors, 

1. Creditworthiness - The issuing countries’ perceived ability to 
repay their debts. 

2. Country Risk - External/Internal factors like unrest and wars in 
the country. 

3. Exchange Rates 

 These bonds offers fixed return, maximum safety and are also 
actively traded in the secondary market. 

 This may lead to higher foreign inflows and improve the 
attractiveness of rupee-denominated sovereign bonds. 

 The rates of this overseas borrowing will act as a yardstick for 
pricing of other corporate bonds. 

 However, the foreign currency bonds shifts the currency risk from 
investor to issuer (in this case, the government). 
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 If the local currency drops (exchange rate risk) in value, paying 
down international debt becomes considerably more expensive. 

 Failure to pay bondholders can ruin its credit rating of the 
country. 

 It can also lower the yields on government bonds in the domestic 
market. 

 Since interest rates on financial products track the movement in G-
Sec yields, this can reduce interest rates on loans and savings. 

What is G-Sec? 

A government security (G-Sec) is a debt obligation of the Indian 
government to fund their fiscal deficit. These instruments are tradable 
and are issued either by the central or the state government. These 
securities are offered for short term as well as long term. 

What is Sovereign Bond Yield? 
Sovereign bond yield is the interest rate paid on a government (sovereign) 
bond. In other words, it is the rate of interest at which a national 
government can borrow.  

 

************ 

3.5                         Fit-and-proper criteria : 

Why in News?  The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has tightened the 
fit-and-proper criteria for directors on the boards of state-run banks. 

The revised norms are applicable only to public sector banks (PSBs). 

 Key changes proposed: 

 As per the Reserve Bank of India (‘Fit and Proper’ Criteria for 
Elected Directors on the Boards of PSBs) Directions, 2019, all 
the banks — SBI and nationalized banks — are required to 
constitute a Nomination and Remuneration Committee (NRC). 

 Centre’s nominee director shall not be part of the nomination and 
remuneration committee (NRC). 

 The terms with regard to the NRC and the manner of the 
appointment of directors have been aligned with the practice in 
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private banks, the recommendations made by the Banks Board 
Bureau, and with the provisions in the Companies Act. 

 Composition of NRC: The NRC will have a minimum of three non-
executive directors from amongst the board of directors. Of this, 
not less than one-half shall be independent directors and should 
include at least one member from the risk management committee 
of the board. 

 Eligibility: As per the directions, the candidate who wants to 
become an elected director should at least be a graduate. He/She 
should be between 35-67 years old as on the cut-off date fixed for 
submission of nominations for election. The candidate should have 
special knowledge or practical experience in areas useful for banks. 

 An elected director shall hold office for three years and shall be 
eligible for re-election, provided that no director hold office for a 
period exceeding six years, whether served continuously or 
intermittently. 

 What will also be under scrutiny is the ‘list of entities’ in which a 
prospective director has an interest – to ascertain if such a firm is 
in default or has been in default in the past decade.  

The negative list says that: 

1. The candidate should not be a member of the board of any bank, 
the RBI, financial institution (FI), insurance company or a non-
operative financial holding company (NOFHC). 

2. The candidate should not be connected with hire-purchase, 
financing, money lending, investment, leasing and other para-
banking activities. But “investors of such entities would not be 
disqualified for appointment as directors if they do not enjoy any 
managerial control in them”. 

3. No person is to be elected or re-elected to a bank board if the 
candidate has served as a director in the past on the board of any 
bank, the RBI or insurance company under any category for six 
years, whether continuously or intermittently. 

4. The candidate should not be engaging in the business of stock 
broking. 

5. The candidate should not be a member of Parliament, state 
legislature, municipal corporation, municipality, or other local 
bodies — notified area council, city council, panchayat, gram 
sabha or zila parishad. 
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************ 

3.6                         Currency Manipulation : 

Why in News?  US Treasury Department declared that China is a 
currency manipulator. The move came after the People’s Bank of 
China (PBOC), the central bank of China, allowed the yuan to suddenly 
depreciate (or lose value) relative to the dollar by 1.9 per cent — one of 
the biggest single-day falls. 

Background : 

 In an ideal world, the exchange rate for any currency would be 
determined by the interplay of its demand and supply. 

 If more Indians want to buy US goods, there would be a higher 
demand for the dollar relative to the rupee. 

 This, in turn, would mean the dollar would be “stronger” than the 
rupee — and gain in strength as the demand increases. If demand 
falls, the dollar would depreciate relative to the rupee (or the rupee 
would appreciate relative to the dollar). 

What is currency manipulation? 

 Currency manipulation happens when governments try to artificially 
tweak the exchange rate to gain an “unfair” advantage in trade. 

 In other words, if China’s central bank buys dollars in the forex 
market, it can artificially weaken the yuan — and Chinese goods 
will then become more affordable (and competitive) in the 
international market. 

 Some amount of such “intervention” by central banks is allowed to 
reduce wild fluctuations in the exchange rate. But excessive and 
undisclosed interventions are not considered fair. 

 A weaker domestic currency comes in very handy when governments 
are trying to attract foreign demand and boost exports.  

 China’s economic growth has been essentially fuelled by exporting to 
the world. 

How are currencies identified for currency Manipulation list by US 

The US Treasury has established thresholds for the three criteria. 
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1. First, a significant bilateral trade surplus with the US is one that is 
at least $20 billion; 

2. Second, a material current account surplus is one that is at least 
3% of GDP; 

3. Persistent, one-sided intervention reflected in repeated net 
purchases of foreign currency and total at least 2% of an 
economy’s GDP over a year. 

Technically, a country does not need to satisfy all those criteria before 
the United States can label it a currency manipulator.  

 

************ 
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4.                    Science & Technology 

4.1                          Chandrayaan-2 Mission : 

Why in News?  India is aiming to be the 4th country to land on the 
lunar surface after the USA, Russia and China. 

 ISRO will launch Chandrayaan-2, its second spacecraft to the 
moon on July 15, 2019. 

 Chandrayaan-1 was designed to just orbit the Moon and make 
observations, while Chandrayaan-2 is created to land on the Moon. 

 This mission is aimed at landing a rover near the unexplored 
South Pole. 

 According to ISRO, there is a possibility of the presence of water in 
permanently shadowed areas around it. 

 South Pole region also has craters that are cold traps and contain a 
fossil record of the early Solar System. 

 Chandrayaan 2, has three important components — the Orbiter, 
the Lander ‘Vikram’, and Rover ‘Pragyan’. 

 The Chandrayaan will be tucked into the GSLV Mk-III rocket. 

 It is also called as ‘Baahubali’, the country’s heaviest and most 
powerful rocket to date. 

 It is a three-stage heavy-lift launch vehicle developed by ISRO. 

 The vehicle has two solid strapons, a core liquid booster and a 
cryogenic upper stage. 

 This mission will help us to better understand the origin and 
evolution of the moon. 

 Studies of lunar topography, mineralogy, elemental abundance, 
and signatures of water ice are the prime objectives. 

 The orbiter has 8 instruments fitted into it and 7 of them are 
India’s.   

 NASA has one payload onboard called the Laser Retroreflector 
Array (LRA). 

 The ‘Terrain Mapping Camera-2’(TMC-2) will map the lunar 
surface and help to prepare 3D maps of it. 

 The ‘Miniature Synthetic Aperture Radar’(Mini SAR) will also 
map the surface of water-ice in the South Pole and thickness of the 
lunar dust on the surface. 

 The ‘Dual Frequency Radio Science’(DFRS) will study the density 
of the electrons in the moon’s ionosphere. 
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 The orbiter has a high-resolution camera (OHRC) that ensures that 
the lander makes a safe touchdown on the lunar surface by taking 
3D images of the landing site. 

 The ‘Solar X-ray Monitor’(XSM) measures the intensity of the 
solar rays and the outer most part of the atmosphere or its corona. 

 CLASS (Chandrayaan 2 Large Area Soft X-ray Spectrometer) 
measures the light absorbed by the Moon and will check for 
different metals that are present in its spectrum. 

 Thermo-physical property of the lunar surface and seismic 
activities will also be measured. 

 The orbiter will continue to orbit the Moon for a year, at an altitude 
of 100 kilometres. 

 The Rover which is 6-wheeled, AI-powered and the Lander are 
designed to work for only 14 days (1 lunar day). 

 
************ 

 

4.2                    Ebola - An International Emergency : 

Why in News?   The World Health Organization (WHO) has recently 

declared ‘Ebola virus’ outbreak in Congo as an international health 
emergency. 

 The outbreak, the second largest in history, has killed more than 
1,600 people in Congo. 

 Ebola is a rare but deadly virus that causes sudden fever, intense 
weakness, muscle pain and a sore throat. 

 It progresses to vomiting, diarrhoea and both internal and external 
bleeding. 

 It is formerly known as Ebola haemorrhagic fever, Ebola virus 
disease (EVD). 

 It spreads to humans by contact with the skin or bodily fluids of an 
infected animal, like a monkey, chimp, or fruit bat. 

 It also spreads between humans through direct contact with an 
infected person. 

 It can spread quickly and be fatal in up to 90% of cases. 

 Patients tend to die from dehydration and multiple organ failure. 

 Vaccines to protect against Ebola are under development. 
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 There is no licensed Ebola treatment, but early care such as 
rehydration helps to improve the chances of survival. 

 An experimental vaccine “rVSV-ZEBOV” proved highly protective 
and is being used in the ongoing outbreak in Congo. 

 
************ 

 

4.3                                 Nag Missile : 

Why in News?  Indian Army has successfully carried out trials of third 
Generation NAG Missile. 

 It is a fire-and-forget, Anti-tank guided missile developed by DRDO. 

 It is designed to destroy tanks and other heavily armoured targets. 
 NAG has five variants, 

1. HeliNa (Helicopter-launched Nag) 
2. Land version (with mast-mounted missile launcher) 
3. Man Portable NAG, 
4. Air-launched version for tactical interdiction aircraft 
5. NAMICA (NAG Missile Carrier), a tank destroyer variant built for the 

army. 

 It is equipped with Active Imaging infra-red (IIR) seeker and 
millimetric wave (MmW) active radar homing seeker. 

 It is all weather missile with a range of 3 to 7 km. 

 It is developed under Integrated Guided Missile Development 
Programme (IGMDP). 

 Other missiles developed under IMGDP project includes Agni, 
Prithvi, Trishul and Akash. 

 

************ 
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4.4                                 Tiangong-2 : 

Why in News?  Tiangong-2 (“Heavenly Palace”) is a Chinese Space 
Laboratory. 

 It is an experimental space station which carried out research and 
human operations in Low Earth Orbit (LEO). 

 It was launched on September 2016 and it was orbited on July 19, 
2019 spent over 1,000 days in orbit. 

 It was brought down to Earth in a controlled fashion and burned 
up over the South Pacific Ocean by China. 

 It followed the Tiangong-1, China’s first space station, which 
crashed into the southern Pacific Ocean on 2018. 

 It deploys to space the first-ever ‘Cold Atomic Fountain Clock’ 
which has a higher precision than conventional atomic clocks. 

 It detected 55 ‘gamma-ray bursts’ by a device names POLAR 
installed on the spacecraft. 

 It also docked a micro-satellite that took high-resolution pictures of 
the connected space lab and Shenzhou-11 manned spacecraft. 

What is Low Earth Orbit (LEO)? 

A low Earth orbit is an Earth-centered orbit with an altitude of 2,000 km 
or less, or with at least 11.25 periods per day and an eccentricity less 
than 0.25. Most of the manmade objects in outer space are in LEO. 

 
************* 

 

4.5                     Global innovation Index: 2019 : 
 

It is an annual ranking that quantifies the state of national innovation 
ecosystem across countries. 

 It is co-published by World intellectual property organization 
(WIPO), Cornell University and INSEAD. 

 It ranked 129 economies based on 80 indicators ranging from 
intellectual property filing rates to mobile-application creation, 
education spending and scientific and technical publications. 
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 This year’s theme– “Creating Healthy Lives - The Future of 
Medical Innovation”. 

 Switzerland is the world’s most-innovative country followed by 
Sweden, the U.S, the Netherlands and the U.K. 

 India maintains its top place in the Central and Southern Asia 
region as the 52nd ranked (57th in 2018). 

 India remains 2nd among middle-income economies in the quality 
of innovation. 

 It maintains top ranks in indicators such as productivity growth 
and exports of services related to information and communication 
technologies. 

 Bengaluru, Mumbai and New Delhi features in the GII ranking on 
the world’s top science and technology clusters. 

India lags in areas like- 

1. Overall quality of education, 
2. Access to information and communication technologies. 
3. Student to teacher ratio in secondary level education. 
4. Proportion of women with advanced degrees in the workforce. 

GII 2019 Key Findings – 

1. Middle-income economies especially in Asia are increasingly 
contributing to global R&D. 

2. Public R&D expenditures particularly in some high-income 
economies are growing slowly or not at all. 

3. Increased protectionism poses risks. It may lead to a slowdown of 
growth in innovation productivity. 

4. Innovation inputs and outputs are still concentrated in very few 
economies. 

5. Most top science and technology clusters are in the U.S., China 
and Germany. 

6. Brazil, India, Iran, the Russian Federation, and Turkey feature 
in the top 100 list. 

************* 
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4.6               Army’s first Integrated Battle Groups : 

Why in News?  The new concept of Integrated Battle Groups (IBGs) 
which the Army plans to create as part of overall force 
transformation is close to implementation. 

 

About The Integrated Battle Groups (IBGs): 

 IBGs are brigade-sized, agile, self-sufficient combat formations, 
which can swiftly launch strikes against adversary in case of 
hostilities. 

 Each IBG would be tailor-made based on Threat, Terrain and Task 
and resources will be allotted based on the three Ts. 

 They need to be light so they will be low on logistics and they will 
be able to mobilise within 12-48 hrs based on the location. 

 An IBG operating in a desert needs to be constituted differently 
from an IBG operating in the mountains. 

 The key corps of the Army are likely to be reorganized into 1-3 
IBGs. 

Objective of IBG: 

 Holistic integration to enhance the operational and functional 
efficiency, optimize budget expenditure, facilitate force 
modernization and address aspirations 

Structure: 

 While a command is the largest static formation of the Army spread 
across a defined geography, a corps is the largest mobile formation. 
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 Typically each corps has about three brigades. 

 The idea is to reorganise them into IBGs which are brigade-sized 
units but have all the essential elements like infantry, armoured, 
artillery and air defence embedded together based on the three Ts. 

 The IBGs will also be defensive and offensive. While the offensive 
IBGs would quickly mobilise and make thrust into enemy territory 
for strikes, defensive IBGs would hold ground at vulnerable points 
or where enemy action is expected. 

Why need IBGs? 

 After the terrorist attack on the Parliament, the Indian military 
undertook massive mobilization but the Army’s formations which 
were deep inside took weeks to mobilise loosing the element of 
surprise. 

 Following this, the Army formulated a proactive doctrine known as 
‘Cold Start’ to launch swift offensive but its existence was 
consistently denied in the past. 

 Its existence was acknowledged for the first time by Gen Rawat in 
January 2017. 

************ 

 

 4.7                           Genome India Initiative : 

Why in News?  The Department of Biotechology (DBT) plans to scan 
nearly 20,000 Indian genomes over the next five years, in a two-phase 
exercise, and develop diagnostic tests that can be used to test for 
cancer. 

 Key facts: 

 The first phase involves sequencing the complete genomes of nearly 
10,000 Indians from all corners of the country and captures the 
biological diversity of India. 

 In the next phase, about 10,000 “diseased individuals” would 
have their genomes sequenced. These vast troves of data sets would 
be compared using machine learning techniques to identify genes 
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that can predict cancer risk, as well as other diseases that could be 
significantly influenced by genetic anomalies. 

Significance: 

1. The data generated would be accessible to researchers anywhere 
for analysis. This would be through a proposed National Biological 
Data Centre envisaged in a policy called the ‘Biological Data 
Storage, Access and Sharing Policy’, which is still in early stages 
of discussion. 

2. As the genetic landscape differs across the world, it is necessary 
that genetic data is shared in order to derive greater knowledge 
from information and serve the purpose of enabling better 
treatment outcomes.  

3. The Genome India initiative will pave the way for identifying genes 
and genetic variations for common diseases, treating Mendelian 
disorders, enabling the transformation of the Precision Medicine 
landscape in India, and thus improving the healthcare of the 
general population in our country. 

 Need for genome sequencing: 

Ever since the human genome was first sequenced in 2003, it opened 
a fresh perspective on the link between disease and the unique genetic 
make-up of each individual. 

Nearly 10,000 diseases — including cystic fibrosis, thalassemia — are 
known to be the result of a single gene malfunctioning. While genes 
may render some insensitive to certain drugs, genome sequencing has 
shown that cancer too can be understood from the viewpoint of genetics, 
rather than being seen as a disease of certain organs. 

 What are the uses of genome sequencing? 

1. A genome is an organism’s complete set of DNA, including all of its 
genes. 

2. Genomics is an interdisciplinary field of science focusing on the 
structure, function, evolution, mapping, and editing of genomes. 

3. Genomics also involves the sequencing and analysis of genomes 
through uses of high through put DNA sequencing. 
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4. Advances in genomics have triggered a revolution in discovery-
based research and systems biology to facilitate understanding 
of even the most complex biological systems such as the brain. 

 

************ 

 

 

4.8                  Vikram Sarabhai Journalism Award : 

Why in News?  As part of centenary year celebrations of Dr. Vikram 
Sarabhai, father of Indian space programme, ISRO has announced its 
“Vikram Sarabhai Journalism Award in Space Science, Technology 
and Research”. 

The award recognizes and rewards journalists who have actively 
contributed towards the field of space science, applications, and 
research. 

Eligibility: The nominations are open to all Indians who have a good 
experience in journalism. 

The names of the selected candidates will be announced on August 1st, 
2020. 

About Vikram Sarabhai and his contributions: 

 Vikram Sarabhai was born on August 12, 1919. Sarabhai was 
instrumental in forming India’s future in astronomy and setting up 
the country’s space research facilities. 

Key contributions: 

1. Based on his persuasion, the Indian government agreed to set up 
the Indian National Committee for Space Research (INCOSPAR) in 
1962. 

2. Sarabhai was the first chairman of the committee. 
3. The INCOSPAR was restructured and renamed as Indian Space 

Research Organisation (ISRO) in 1969. 
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4. Sarabhai founded the Physical Research Laboratory in Ahmedabad 
in the year 1947. The laboratory started its operation from 
RETREAT, Sarabhai’s residence in Ahmedabad. Its first topic of 
research was cosmic rays. 

5. He also set up India’s first rocket launch site in Thumba, a small 
village near the Thiruvananthapuram airport in Kerala. 

6. Vikram Sarabhai was also responsible for bringing cable television 
to India. His constant contact with NASA paved a way for the 
establishment of Satellite Instructional Television Experiment 
(SITE) in 1975. 

7. Sarabhai was the mastermind behind building India’s first 
satellite, Aryabhata. 

8. He was one of the founding members of the Indian Institute of 
Management, Ahmedabad (IIMA). 

Vikram Sarabhai received the Padma Bhushan in 1966 for his 
contribution to India’s progress. He was also awarded the Padma 
Vibhushan in 1972, posthumously. 

************ 

 

4.9                              Rota virus : 

Why in News?  The Health Ministry has drawn an ambitious plan 

under the 100 days agenda of the newly elected government, wherein 
it has been decided to provide Rotavirus vaccine to every child across 
all States and Union Territories by September, 2019. 

 The vaccine has been developed indigenously under a public-
private partnership by the ministries of science and technology and 
health and family welfare. 

About Rotavirus: 

 Rotavirus is a leading cause of severe diarrhoea and death among 
children less than five years of age. 

 It is responsible for around 10% of total child mortality every year. 
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Rotavirus-Signs and Symptoms: 

 Kids with a rotavirus infection have fever, nausea and vomiting, often 
followed by abdominal cramps and frequent watery diarrhea. 

 Kids may also have a cough and runny nose. 

 Sometimes the diarrhea that accompanies a rotavirus infection is so 
severe that it can quickly lead to dehydration. 

 As with all viruses, though, some rotavirus infections cause few or no 
symptoms, especially in adults. 

 

 Transmission: 

 Rotavirus is transmitted by the faecal-oral route, via contact with 
contaminated hands, surfaces and objects, and possibly by the 
respiratory route. Viral diarrhea is highly contagious. 

Background: 

 Out of all the causes of diarrhoea, rotavirus is a leading cause of 
diarrhoea in children less than 5 years of age.  

 Rotavirus diarrhoea presents in similar manner like any other 
diarrhoea but can mainly be prevented through rotavirus 
vaccination. 

 Other diarrhoea can be prevented through general measures like 
good hygiene, frequent hand washing, safe water and safe food 
consumption, exclusive breastfeeding and vitamin A 
supplementation. 

************ 
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5.                    Environment & Biodiversity 

5.1                            Blue Flag Certification : 

Why in News? The Union Environment Ministry has selected 12 
beaches in India to give the ‘Blue Flag’ certification. 

What is Blue Flag’ certification? 

The Blue Flag is a certification by the Foundation for Environmental 
Education (FEE) that a beach, marina or sustainable boating tourism 
operator meets its stringent standards. 

These beaches are at Shivrajpur (Gujarat), Bhogave (Maharashtra), 
Ghoghla (Diu), Miramar (Goa), Kasarkod and Padubidri (Karnataka), 
Kappad (Kerala), Eden (Puducherry), Mahabalipuram (Tamil Nadu), 
Rushikonda (Andhra Pradesh), Golden (Odisha), and Radhanagar 
(Andaman & Nicobar Islands). 

 The Blue Flag Programme for beaches and marinas is run by the 
international, non-governmental, non-profit organisation FEE (the 
Foundation for Environmental Education). 

  It started in France in 1985 and has been implemented in Europe 
since 1987, and in areas outside Europe since 2001, when South 
Africa joined.  

 Japan and South Korea are the only countries in South and 
southeastern Asia to have Blue Flag beaches.  

 Spain tops the list with 566 such beaches; Greece and France 
follow with 515 and 395, respectively. 

Criteria to get the Blue Flag’ certification: 

 Water meeting certain quality standards, having waste disposal 
facilities, being disabled- friendly, have first aid equipment, and no 
access to pets in the main areas of the beach.  

 Some criteria are voluntary and some compulsory. 
 To achieve the internationally recognised highest standard for the 

purpose of beach management, planning and execution of projects 
for infrastructure development, cleanliness, safety and security 
services. 

************ 
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5.2                                  Biofuels : 

Why in News?   The Government has allowed the direct sale of 

biodiesel (B100) for blending with high speed diesel to all consumers, in 
accordance with the specified blending limits and the standards specified 
by the Bureau of Indian Standards, with effect from 29th June, 2017. 

Background: 

The National Policy on Biofuels-2018 approved by the Government 
envisages an indicative target of 20% blending of ethanol in petrol and 
5% blending of bio-diesel in diesel by 2030. 

National Policy on biofuels- salient features: 

Categorization:  The Policy categorises biofuels as “Basic Biofuels” viz. 
First Generation (1G) bioethanol & biodiesel and “Advanced Biofuels” – 
Second Generation (2G) ethanol, Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) to drop-in 
fuels, Third Generation (3G) biofuels, bio-CNG etc.  

Scope of raw materials: The Policy expands the scope of raw material for 
ethanol production by allowing use of Sugarcane Juice, Sugar containing 
materials like Sugar Beet, Sweet Sorghum, Starch containing materials 
like Corn, Cassava, Damaged food grains like wheat, broken rice, Rotten 
Potatoes, unfit for human consumption for ethanol production. 

Protection to farmers: Farmers are at a risk of not getting appropriate 
price for their produce during the surplus production phase. Taking this 
into account, the Policy allows use of surplus food grains for production 
of ethanol for blending with petrol with the approval of National Biofuel 
Coordination Committee. 

 Viability gap funding: With a thrust on Advanced Biofuels, the Policy 
indicates a viability gap funding scheme for 2G ethanol Bio refineries of 
Rs.5000 crore in 6 years in addition to additional tax incentives, higher 
purchase price as compared to 1G biofuels. 

 Boost to biodiesel production:The Policy encourages setting up of 
supply chain mechanisms for biodiesel production from non-edible 
oilseeds, Used Cooking Oil, short gestation crops. 
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Expected benefits: 

Import dependency: The policy aims at reducing import dependency. 

Cleaner environment: By reducing crop burning & conversion of 
agricultural residues/wastes to biofuels there will be further reduction in 
Green House Gas emissions. 

Health benefits: Prolonged reuse of Cooking Oil for preparing food, 
particularly in deep-frying is a potential health hazard and can lead to 
many diseases. Used Cooking Oil is a potential feedstock for biodiesel 
and its use for making biodiesel will prevent diversion of used cooking 
oil in the food industry. 

Employment Generation:  The bio refinery can contribute 1200 jobs in 
Plant Operations, Village Level Entrepreneurs and Supply Chain 
Management. 

Additional Income to Farmers: By adopting 2G technologies, 
agricultural residues/waste which otherwise are burnt by the farmers 
can be converted to ethanol and can fetch a price for these waste if a 
market is developed for the same. 

Significance of Biofuels: 

 Globally, biofuels have caught the attention in last decade and it is 
imperative to keep up with the pace of developments in the field of 
biofuels.  

 Biofuels in India are of strategic importance as it augers well with 
the ongoing initiatives of the Government such as Make in India, 
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, Skill Development and offers great 
opportunity to integrate with the ambitious targets of doubling of 
Farmers Income, Import Reduction, Employment Generation, 
Waste to Wealth Creation. 

 

************* 
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5.3                    Palani temple gets GI tag : 
Why in News?  The renowned ‘Palani Panchamirtham’ which is 
served as the prasadam in Palani temple was bestowed with the tag 
recently. 

 This is the first time a temple ‘prasadam’ from Tamil Nadu has 
been bestowed with the GI tag. 

 Panchamirtham finds mention in the ancient Tamil texts and this 
offering is said to be dating back to the 9th-century AD. 

 In Tamil, ‘Pancha’ means five and 'amirtham' refers to divine 
nectar. 

 It is made by combining in a prescribed proportion 5 natural 
substances, banana, cow ghee, cardamom, jaggery and honey. 

 Dates and sugar candies are added to it for extra flavours. 

 The GI limitation for producing the Panchamirtham is not limited 
to the temple alone, but to the Palani town. 

 The Palani Panchamirtham is made under the guidance of 
Mysuru’s Central Food Technological Research Institute, a 
Government of India undertaking. It is also certified by FSSAI. 

 It is reportedly made without adding any water, preservatives, 
artificial ingredients, or any chemical processes. 

 The whole process of producing Panchamirtham is automated to 
cater to the increasing demand. 

 ‘Tirupati Laddu’ is another temple prasadam which has a GI tag. 

Geographical Indications Tag: 

 It is a sign used on products that have a specific geographical 
origin and possess qualities or a reputation of that origin. 

 It conveys an assurance of quality and distinctiveness which is 
attributable to the specific geographical locality. 

 It is valid for a period of 10 years following which it can be 
renewed. 

 Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) 
Act, 1999 (GI Act) is an act for protection of GI in India. 

 India, as a member of the WTO enacted the Act to comply with 
the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property 
Rights. 

 Geographical Indications protection is granted through the TRIPS. 
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************* 

6.                Important Facts for Prelims 

6.1                             Sahiwal cattle : 
 Sahiwal is considered to be one of the best milch cattle breed of 

India. 
 The breed derives its name from Sahiwal area in Montgomery 

district of Punjab in Pakistan. 
 These animals are also known as “Lambi Bar”, “Lola”, 

“Montgomery”, “Multani” and “Teli”. 
 
 
 
 

6.2                      Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) : 
 It is a fee charged by a bank to a merchant for payment processing 

services from customers on debit and credit card transactions. 
 It is also referred to as the ‘Transaction Discount Rate’ or TDR. 
 To give a push to digital payments adoption, government has 

proposed no charge or merchant discount rate for companies with 
over Rs 50 cr turnover accepting payments digitally. 

 The MDR will instead be borne by supporting banks and the 
Reserve Bank of India. 

 Necessary amendments are being made in the Income Tax Act and 
the Payments and Settlement Systems Act, 2007 to give effect to 
these provisions. 

 

6.3                         Spent pot lining (SPL) : 

About SPL: 

 Spent pot lining (SPL) from the aluminum industries is produced 
by the smelting plants. 

 It contains high level of cyanide and fluoride and is carcinogenic in 
nature and must be scientifically utilised or detoxified. 

 It has also been classified as hazardous waste under the Schedule 
to the Hazardous Waste Management Rules, 2016. 
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6.4                               HR 1044 : 

 It is a Bill passed by the US lawmakers aimed at lifting the 
current seven per cent country-cap on issuing Green Cards. 

Key changes proposed: 

 As per the present system, out of the total number of family-
based immigrant visas to be given by the US in a particular year, 
the people of a country can be given a maximum of seven per cent 
of such visas. The new Bill seeks to increase this seven per cent 
per-country limit to 15 per cent. 

 Similarly, it also seeks to eliminate the seven per cent per-
country cap on employment-based immigrant visas. 

 It also removes an offset that reduced the number of visas for 
individuals from China. 

 The bill also establishes transition rules for employment-based 
visas from FY 2020-22 by reserving a percentage of EB-2 (workers 
with advanced degrees or exceptional ability), EB-3 (skilled and 
other workers) and EB-5 (investors) visas for individuals from 
other than the two countries that get the largest number of such 
visas. 

 As per another provision of the Bill, not more than 85 per cent of 
the unreserved visas would be allotted to immigrants from any 
single country. 

 

 

6.5                         The 82nd paralle1 north 

 The 82nd parallel north is a circle of latitude that is 
82 degrees north of the Earth's equatorial plane in the Arctic. It 
passes through the Arctic Ocean and North America. 

 

 

6.6                                Cannabis : 

 There is not a single document which shows that cannabis is 
lethal to human, a social cause litigation has claimed before 
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the Delhi High Court in its pursuit to bring an end to various 
existing laws in India that prohibit and criminalise its use. 

What is Cannabis? 

 Cannabis, also known as marijuana among other names, is a 
psychoactive drug from the Cannabis plant used for medical or 
recreational purposes. 

 The main psychoactive part of cannabis is tetrahydrocannabinol 
(THC), one of the 483 known compounds in the plant, including at 
least 65 other cannabinoids. 

 Cannabis can be used by smoking, vaporizing, within food, or as 
an extract. 
 
 
 

6.7                      Solar Charkha Mission : 
 It is the employment generating venture of Ministry of MSME to 

train rural people in weaving. 
 The looms and spindles will be completely powered by Solar energy. 
 It is being implemented by Khadi and Village Industries 

Commission (KVIC). 

Objectives of the mission: 

1. To ensure inclusive growth by generation of employment, especially 
for women and youth. 

2. Sustainable development through solar charkha clusters in rural 
areas. 

3. To leverage low-cost, innovative technologies, boost rural economy 
etc. 

 

6.8               Atal Bimit Vyakti Kalyan Yojana (ABVKY) : 

 It is to financially support those who lost their jobs and were 
covered under the Employees' State Insurance Act, 1948. 

 It benefits mainly to formal sector Insured Persons’ (IP). 
 It was launched by ‘ESI Corporation’ under ‘Ministry of Labour & 

Employment’. 
 The cash benefit will be of 25% of the average per day earning 

during the previous four contribution periods. 
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 It is payable in case of unemployment or during a search for new 
engagement. 

 The scheme will be funded by the employees themselves from their 
ESI contribution. 

 It is to be paid up to maximum 90 days of unemployment once in 
lifetime. 

 It will be applicable to all factories and establishments employing at 
least 10 workers. 

 

6.9                          Proahaetulla antiqua: 

 It is a new species of vine snake discovered recently by researchers 
from the Western Ghats that dates back 26 million years. 

 The species, endemic to southern Western Ghats, is thought to 
have evolved during the mid-Oligocene. 

 

 

6.10                             Deepfake : 

 Deepfake is a combination of “deep learning” and “fake”. 
 It is Artificial Intelligence (AI) software that superimposes a 

digital composite on to an existing video (or audio). 
 Deep fake seemingly creates real fakes and deceptive videos which 

make differentiating fake from real even more cumbersome and 
complex. 

 Fake celebrity footages, propaganda videos or revenge porn are all 
outcomes of the deep fake technology. 
 

 

6.11                                Karkidaka Vavu 2019 : 

 Karkidaka Vavu (Malayalam) or ‘Karkidaka Vavu Bali’ is the 
name for the rituals performed by the Hindus in the state of Kerala 
for their deceased ancestors.  

 This day is also known as ‘Vavu Bali’ and is held in the month of 
‘Karkidakam’ in the Malayalam calendar 
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6.12                           Thudumbattam : 

 It is one of the folk art forms belongs to the Kongu region 
(Coimbatore, Erode, Salem) of Tamil Nadu. 

 It is the ‘Rhythm of celebration’ and is played at temple 
festivals. 

 The instrument ‘thudumbu’, locally known as jamab, kidumutti, 
thidumam, uruti and chera thudumbu. 

 The origin of the name thudumbu has been attributed to the 
‘Thudumbars’, a tribal community. 

 They are living in Pollachi, Mettupalayam, Karamadai, Nilgris 
and Kovai areas. 

 This community used to serve and entertain the Chola, Chera and 
the Pandya kings, who went for ‘vana bhojana’ in the forests. 

 It was also said that ‘thudumbu’ was introduced by the 
Vijayanagar empire. 

 

 

6.13                   Rice bowl of Karnataka : 

 The Tungabhadra command area, consisting of around 10 lakh 
acres of land in Koppal, Ballari and Raichur districts, is 
popularly known as the “rice bowl of Karnataka”.  

 It produces high-quality Sona Masuri rice that is in great demand 
across the country. 

 Karnataka’s rice bowl stares at crisis as water level in TB dam 
sinks. 
 
 

6.14                                Mt. Elbrus : 

 Indian Mountaineering Expedition team to climb Mt. Elbrus. 
 Mt. Elbrus is the highest peak in European Continent. 
 It is a dormant volcano in the Caucasus Mountains in Southern 

Russia, near the border with Georgia. 
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6.15                                  TRAFFIC : 

 TRAFFIC, the wildlife trade monitoring network, is a joint program 
of WWF and IUCN – the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature. TRAFFIC works to ensure that trade in wild plants and 
animals is not a threat to the conservation of nature.  

 TRAFFIC focuses on leveraging resources, expertise and awareness 
of the latest globally urgent species trade issues such as tiger 
parts, elephant ivory and rhino horn.  
 

 

 

6.16                            Virasat-e-Khalsa : 

 It is located in Dewas distri Virasat-e-Khalsa is a museum 
of Sikhism, located in the holy town Anandpur Sahib, 
near Chandigarh, the capital of the state of Punjab, India.  

 The museum celebrates 500 years of the Sikh history and the 
300th anniversary of the birth of Khalsa, based on the scriptures 
written by the tenth and last human guru, Guru Gobind Singh. 
 
 

6.17           Gogabeel is Bihar’s first community reserve: 

 Gogabeel, an ox-bow lake in Bihar’s Katihar district, has been 
declared as the state’s first ‘Community Reserve’. 

 Gogabeel is formed from the flow of the rivers Mahananda and 
Kankhar in the north and the Ganga in the south and east.  

 It is the fifteenth Protected Area (PA) in Bihar. 

 

6.18                                 Falaq: 

 Iran unveils ‘improved’ radar air defence system, called Falaq. 
 Falaq is a mobile radar and a vehicle housing a control room, 

which is an improved version of the Gamma, a system of Russian 
origin.  

 It has a range of 400 km (250 miles) that could help defend 
against cruise and ballistic missiles and drones.  
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6.19                           Aadi Mahotsav : 

 It is a joint initiative of Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of 
India & Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of 
India (TRIFED). 

 The theme of the festival is : “A celebration of the spirit of 
Tribal Craft, Culture and Commerce”. TRIFED essentially is to 
play the role of a ‘Service provider’ & ‘Market Developer.’ 

 The Mahotsav will comprise of display and sale of items of tribal 
art . 

 

 

6.20                Four New Products get GI Tag : 

 The Geographical Indication (GI) under the Department for 
Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade has registered 4 new GIs.  

They are: 

 PalaniPanchamirtham from Palani Town in Dindigul District of 
Tamil Nadu State. 

 Tawlhlohpuan and Mizo Puanchei from the state of Mizoram. 
 Tirur Betel leaf from Kerala. 
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Important facts for UPPCS (Pre – 2019): 

 Under Ministry of AYUSH (Ayurvedic, Yoga and Naturopathy, 
Unani, Siddha and Homeopathy), the Yoga day was celebrated on 
21st June, 2019. The theme of IDY 2019 in India was “Yoga for 
Heart”.  

 Environment Minister has recently launched a people’s 
campaign # Selfie with Sapling.  

 Bancha in Betul district, Madhya Pradesh is the first village in 
India to have zero wooden stoves. 

  Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) has launched a new Index to 
measure fiscal performance titled ‘Fiscal Performance Index’(FPI). 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi was conferred with the Maldives’ 
highest honour “Rule of Nishan Izzuddeen” by the President of 
Maldives. 

 According to the 3rd End of Childhood Index, a part of Changing 
Lives in Our Lifetime – Global Childhood Report 2019, India was 
ranked 113 in 176 countries. Singapore Tops the list 

 To mark the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, Indian 
Embassy organized the ‘Gandhi Cycle Rally for Peace’, in Saudi 
Arabia. 

 India successfully launched new Hypersonic Technology 
Demonstrator Vehicle (HSTDV) off the coast of Odisha. DRDO had 
carried out the trials from Dr. Abdul Kalam Island in the Bay of 
Bengal. With this launch, India has joined the US, Russia and 
China that possess this technology. 

 The annual ‘Mela Kheer Bhawani’, the most important festival of 
Kashmiri Pundits associated with Hindu Goddess Ragnya Devi, 
was celebrated recently in Kashmir. 

 India’s 'Statue of Unity' and Soho House in Mumbai have been 
featured in the Time’s list of 100 greatest places in the world.  

 FATF Asia Pacific Group (APG) placed Pakistan on its Blacklist 
for failure to meet global standards and doing terror funding. The 
Blacklist is also known as Expedited Follow-Up List.  

 Iran unveiled a domestically built long-range, surface-to-air 
missile air defense system called Bawar-373.  

 Russia launched a rocket carrying life-sized robot to the 
International Space Station (ISS) from Baikonurcosmodrome in 
Kazakhstan. The robot, named Fedor is the first ever sent into 
space by Russia. 
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 DASTAK CAMPAIGN- Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister launched the 
DASTAK campaign to eradicate deadly Acute Encephalitis 
Syndrome (AES) and Japanese Encephalitis (JE) disease. 

 Bollywood actor Akshay Kumar has beaten Hollywood stars like 
Chris Evans and Will Smith to secure fourth place in the Forbes’ 
annual list of world’s highest paid actors. 

 The Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur (IIT KGP) will 
steer Saraswati 2.0 to develop affordable technologies for 
treatment of wastewater and provide solutions for its use in both 
rural and urban India. 

 Intel has recently launched its first artificial intelligence chip 
named ‘Springhill’.  

 India, South Africa, and Indonesia boycotted the “Osaka Track” 
on the “digital economy”. 
Osaka Track” is a framework to promote cross-border data flow 
with enhanced protections, launched at the G20 summit in Japan. 
 

 India has improved its rank by five places to stand at 52nd in the 
Global Innovation Index (GII) 2019 of the worlds most innovative 
economies. 

- The list continues to be topped by Switzerland while Israel finds 
its place in the top ten for the first time. 

- The rankings are published annually by Cornell University, 
INSEAD and the UN World Intellectual Property Organisation 
(WIPO) and GII Knowledge Partner. 

 The Goa government has decided to ply ‘water taxis’ in its inland 
waterways between Panaji and Old Goa. 

  China has tested its latest submarine-launched ballistic missile 
(SLBM), JL-3. The JL-3 is expected to have a range of around 
14,000 kilometers. 

 Minister of Textiles and Minister of Women and Child Development, 
Smriti Zubin Irani launched new book ‘Whispers of Time’ written 
by Dr. Krishna Saksena . 

 82 members “Special Rhino Protection Force” (SRPF) was deployed 
in Kaziranga National Park (KNP), Assam with an objective to 
protect the one-horned rhinoceros. 

 Quantela Inc, a Hyderabad and Silicon Valley-headquartered 
digital technology company, was awarded World Economic Forum’s 
(WEF) ‘Technology Pioneers’ award 2019. 
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 The Space and Upper Atmosphere Research Commission 
(SUPARCO) is an executive and bureaucratic space agency of the 
Government of Pakistan. 

 

************ 

 


