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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(23thAugust) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 
Topic: For Prelims and Mains 

Nitrate exposure’s impact: 
Why in News? 

• A new World Bank report looks at the impact of water pollution 
worldwide. 

• In that one aspect covered is the long-term impact of ‘Nitrate’ 
exposure experienced during infancy. 

• Short-term exposure has almost negligible effect on adult height, but 
cumulative exposure over the first 3 years of life has considerable 
impact. 

• Nitrate pollution is caused by the overuse of nitrogenous fertilizers to 
boost yields. 

• It can be harmful if they leach into water or air. 
• In India, the Green Revolution of the 1960s kick-started the use of 

synthetic fertilizers. 
• An infant girl who has been exposed to nitrate levels above the safety 

threshold in the first 3 years experiences a 1-2cm decrease in her 
adult height. 

• Female adult height in India has increased by approximately 4cm over 
the last century. 

• A 1-2 cm loss means that nitrate exposure in infancy can wipe out 
almost half of this gain in height. 
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• The report also found that nitrate levels in groundwater aquifers 
exceeded permissible levels in more than 50% of the districts across 
19 states. 

 

************ 

Topic: For Prelims and Mains 

LIGO offers clues to black hole physics: 

Why in News?  A resolution calling for Japan and the European Union 
(EU) to close their legal domestic ivory markets was not adopted at the 
ongoing 18th Conference of Parties (CoP18) to the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) in Geneva on August 
21, 2019. 

Background: 

• Currently, EU regulations afford too many opportunities for criminals 
to pass off ivory from poached elephants as antiques and export to 
other markets around the world. 

• Legal ivory markets and a lack of action against large illegal markets 
in certain countries continue to provide opportunities for criminal 
syndicates to traffic ivory. 

About Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES): 

1. It is an International agreement to regulate worldwide commercial 
trade in wild animal and plant species.  

2. It restricts trade in items made from such plants and animals, such 
as food, clothing, medicine and souvenirs. 

3. It was signed on March 3, 1973 (Hence world wildlife day is 
celebrated on March 3). 

4. It is administered by the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP). 

5. Secretariat— Geneva (Switzerland). 
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6. CITES is legally binding on state parties to the convention, which 
are obliged to adopt their own domestic legislation to implement its 
goals. 

Classifications: 

It classifies plants and animals according to three categories, or appendices, 
based on how threatened.  

They are. 

1. Appendix I: It lists species that are in danger of extinction. It 
prohibits commercial trade of these plants and animals except in 
extraordinary situations for scientific or educational reasons. 

2. Appendix II species: They are those that are not threatened with 
extinction but that might suffer a serious decline in number if trade is 
not restricted. Their trade is regulated by permit. 

3. Appendix III species: They are protected in at least one country 
that is a CITES member states and that has petitioned others for help 
in controlling international trade in that species.  

************ 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Bavin Award: 

Conservationist Vivek Menon wins Clark Bavin Award. 

About the Award: The Bavin award is instituted by the Animal Welfare 
Institute for wildlife law enforcement officers, law enforcement agencies, 
agency administrators, criminal investigators, forensic scientists, attorneys, 
informants and others who have gone beyond the call of duty and 
demonstrated a commitment and dedication to combating wildlife crime. 

  

************ 

 


