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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(20thAugust) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 
Topic: For Prelims and Mains 

BASIC countries : 

Why in News?  The BASIC countries recently held their 28th Ministerial 
meeting on Climate Change in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

Who are the BASIC? 

• The BASIC group was formed as the result of an agreement signed by 
the four countries on November 28, 2009. 

• They are a bloc of four large newly industrialized countries – Brazil, 
South Africa, India and China. 

Significance of the grouping: 

Ø The signatory nations have a broadly common position on reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions and raising the massive funds that are 
needed to fight climate change. 

Ø The BASIC countries constituted one of the parties in the Copenhagen 
Accord reached with the US-led grouping; the Accord, was, however, 
not legally binding. 
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Ø The BASIC group wields considerable heft purely because of the size 
of the economies and populations of the member countries. 

Ø Brazil, South Africa, India and China put together has one-third of 
the world’s geographical area and nearly 40% of the world’s 
population, and when they unitedly speak in one voice this shows 
their determination. 

Ø BASIC is one of several groups of nations working together to fight 
climate change and carry out negotiations within the UNFCCC. 

Need for this grouping: 

• In light of the IPCC Special Report on 1.5°C released in October last 
year, the group took note of its findings that highlight the “high 
vulnerability of developing countries to climate change effects 
and high resultant costs of adaptation”. 

• The findings of the IPCC Special Report on Global Warming make it 
incredibly clear that the impacts of an already warming world are 
significant, and that impacts at 2°C are catastrophic compared to 
those of 1.5°C.  

• Yet, the BASIC ministers recalled the Paris goal of limiting the 
temperature rise to well under 2°C, and aspiring to limit it to 1.5°C, 
suggesting their continued pursuit of 2°C as the target temperature 
limit. 

• The BASIC countries also contend that their nationally determined 
contributions (NDCs)— voluntary pledges of national efforts to reduce 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions—have demonstrated “a high level 
of ambition in the context of poverty and sustainable 
development”. 

Way ahead: 

While developed countries must take the lead to reduce GHG emissions and 
enable developing countries to scale climate action.  

It is critical that all countries actively step-up to rapidly reduce global GHG 
emissions within their own jurisdictions and collectively work with each 
other to limit warming to 1.5°C. 
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************ 

Topic: For Prelims and Mains 
Legislative Council: 

Why in News?  The Madhya Pradesh government has indicated that it 
plans to initiate steps towards creation of a Legislative Council. 

What are the Legislative Councils, and why are they important? 

• India has a bicameral system i.e., two Houses of Parliament. At the 
state level, the equivalent of the Lok Sabha is the Vidhan Sabha or 
Legislative Assembly; that of the Rajya Sabha is the Vidhan Parishad 
or Legislative Council. 

• A second House of legislature is considered important for two 
reasons: one, to act as a check on hasty actions by the popularly 
elected House and, two, to ensure that individuals who might not be 
cut out for the rough-and-tumble of direct elections too are able to 
contribute to the legislative process. 

Why do we need a second house? 

1. They can be used to park leaders who have not been able to win an 
election. 

2. They can be used to delay progressive legislation. 
3. They would strain state finances. 
4. Having a second chamber would allow for more debate and sharing of 

work between the Houses. 

Criticism: 

1. Rather than fulfilling the lofty objective of getting intellectuals into the 
legislature, the forum is likely to be used to accommodate party 
functionaries who fail to get elected. 

2. It is also an unnecessary drain on the exchequer.  
3. Unlike Rajya Sabha which has substantial powers to shape non-

financial legislation, Legislative Councils lack the constitutional 
mandate to do so. Legislative Assemblies have the power to 
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override suggestions/amendments made to a legislation by the 
Council. 

4. While Rajya Sabha MPs can vote in the election of the President and 
Vice-President, members of Legislative Councils can’t. MLCs also 
can’t vote in the elections of Rajya Sabha members. 

5. As regards Money bills, only fourteen days’ delay can be caused by the 
Council, which is more or less a formality rather than a barrier in the 
way of Money Bill passed by the Assembly.  

Creation of a legislative council: 

• Under Article 169 of the constitution, Parliament may by law create or 
abolish the second chamber in a state if the Legislative Assembly of that 
state passes a resolution to that effect by a special majority. 

• Currently, six states have Legislative Councils. Jammu and Kashmir too 
had one, until the state was bifurcated into the Union Territories of J&K 
and Ladakh. 

Strength of the house: 

• As per article 171 clause (1) of the Indian Constitution, the total 
number of members in the legislative council of a state shall not 
exceed one third of the total number of the members in the legislative 
Assembly of that state and the total number of members in the 
legislative council of a state shall in no case be less than 40. 

How are members of the Council elected? 

1. 1/3rd of members are elected by members of the Assembly. 
2. 1/3rd by electorates consisting of members of municipalities, district 

boards and other local authorities in the state. 
3. 1/12th by an electorate consisting of teachers. 
4. 1/12th by registered graduates. 
5. The remaining members are nominated by the Governor from among 

those who have distinguished themselves in literature, science, art, 
the cooperative movement, and social service. 
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Legislative Councils are permanent Houses, and like Rajya Sabha, one-third 
of their members retire every two years. 

Do Rajya Sabha and Vidhan Parishads have similar powers?  

• Not really. The constitution gives Councils limited legislative powers. 
Unlike Rajya Sabha which has substantial powers to shape non-
financial legislation, Legislative Councils lack the constitutional 
mandate to do so.  

• Legislative Assemblies have the power to override 
suggestions/amendments made to legislation by the Council. 

Way ahead: 

There is need of a National Policy on having Upper House in State 
Legislatures. The provision of the law for Councils to have seats for 
graduates and teachers should also be reviewed. 

There is a need for wide range of debates and public and intellectual opinion 
to have an Upper House in all state legislatures. Legislative councils should 
be a responsible body that can also form their part in policies and 
programmes for the development of states. 

************ 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Kajin Sara Lake: 

A newly-discovered lake named as Kajin Sara in Manang district 
located at an altitude of 5,200 meters is likely to set a new world 
record of being the world’s highest lake. Currently, Tilicho lake in 
Nepal, which is situated at an altitude of 4,919 metres in the 
Himalyan nation, holds the title. 

 

v National Sports Awards & Fields: 

National Sports Awards are given every year to recognize and reward 
excellence in sports. 
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1. Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award is given for the spectacular and 
most outstanding performance in the field of sports by a sportsperson 
over a period of four year. 

2. Arjuna Award is given for consistency outstanding performance for 
four years. 

3. Dronacharya Award for coaches for producing medal winners at 
prestigious International sports events. 

4. Dhyan Chand Award for life time contribution to sports development. 
5. Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskaris given to the corporate entities 

(both in private and public sector) and individuals who have played a 
visible role in the area of sports promotion and development. 

6. MAKA Trophy: Overall top performing university in inter-university 
tournaments is given Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy. 

************ 

 


