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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(14thAugust) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 
Topic: For Prelims and Mains 

National Conference on e-Governance adopts ‘Shillong Declaration’ : 

Why in News?  22nd National Conference on e-Governance adopts 
‘Shillong Declaration’ with focus on Northeast. 

The declaration has outlined the future trajectory that would be taken in 
terms of e-governance with a focus on improving connectivity in 
Northeast. 

Background: 

• The Conference on e-Governance was organised by the Department 
of Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances, Ministry of 
Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions and Ministry of 
Electronics & Information Technology in collaboration with the 
Meghalaya Government. 

• The conference was an attempt to streamline e-governance services for 
effective policy implementation while helping to bridge the 
technological divide. 

 



 

www.vaidicslucknow Page 2 
 

The 10-point declaration includes: 

1. The central government and state governments would collaborate to 
improve the citizens’ experience with government services. 

2. In order to do so, they would promote the timely implementation of 
India Enterprise Architecture (IndEA). 

3. They would also implement a single sign-on for interoperability and 
integration among e-Government applications throughout the 
country. 

4. It also resolved to consolidate the plethora of successful state-level e-
Governance projects and domain-based projects with a focus to 
replicate them as common application software with configurable 
features. 

5. The declaration also stressed the need to ensure improvement in ease 
of living and ease of doing business by making a big shift in the role of 
government from Service Provider to Service Enabler. 

6. It also stressed on the need to take steps to further improve 
connectivity in the Northeast. 

7. Issues and challenges of telecommunication connectivity at the 
grassroots and formulate and implement a comprehensive telecom 
development plan were also addressed in the declaration. 

8. It was also resolved to improve the quality of delivery of e-Services in 
the Northeast to fulfil the vision of improved citizen experience. 

9. It was also resolved to develop India as a global cloud hub and 
facilitate the development of Government applications and databases 
on Cloud by default. 

10. To adopt emerging technologies for finding e-Governance 
solutions and to promote the Digital India Projects with focus on 
Smart Cities and Smart Villages through Startups and Smart 
Entrepreneurship were also resolved in the declaration. 

************ 
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Topic: For Prelims and Mains 

International Youth Day (IYD) : 

Why in News?  International Youth Day (IYD), observed on August 12, 
is an awareness day designated by the UN. The purpose of the day is to 
draw attention to a given set of cultural and legal issues surrounding 
youngsters. 

Theme:       “Transforming education”. 

Significance of the theme: 

Ø It highlights efforts to make education more relevant, equitable and 
inclusive for all youth, including efforts by youth themselves. 

Ø Rooted in Goal 4 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development – to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education 
and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all, IYD will examine 
how Governments, young people and youth-led and youth-focused 
organizations, as well as other stakeholders, are transforming 
education and how these efforts are contributing to the achievement 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

Background: 

IYD was first celebrated on August 12, 2000, after the UN General 
Assembly passed a resolution accepting the recommendation made by the 
World Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth in Lisbon in 1998. 

Challenges ahead: 

Statistics remind us that significant transformations are still required to 
make education systems more inclusive and accessible: 

1. Only 10% of people have completed upper secondary education in low 
income countries. 

2. 40 % of the global population is not taught in a language they speak 
or fully understand. 
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3. Over 75 % of secondary school age refugees are out of school. In 
addition, indigenous youth, young people with disabilities, young 
women, young people belonging to vulnerable groups or in vulnerable 
situations, etc. are facing additional challenges to access education 
that respects their diverse needs and abilities as well as reflects and 
embraces their unique realities and identities. 

Significance of Education: 

• Making education more relevant, equitable and inclusive is crucial to 
achieving sustainable development.  

• Education is a ‘development multiplier’ in that it plays a pivotal role in 
accelerating progress across all 17 Sustainable Development Goals, be 
it poverty eradication, good health, gender equality, decent work and 
growth, reduced inequalities, action on climate or building peaceful 
societies. 

• Education should lead to effective learning outcomes, with the content 
of school curricula and pedagogy being fit for purpose, not only for the 
4th industrial revolution and the future of work and life, but also for 
the opportunities and challenges that rapidly changing social contexts 
bring. 

Why educate the youth? 

1. Youth engagement is crucial to bringing about more relevant, 
equitable and inclusive education. 

2. Youth-led organizations are transforming education by partnering 
with Governments, educational institutions and other stakeholders, 
lobbying and advocating education policies and developing 
complementary training programs. 

3. Youth-led organizations are addressing barriers for youth on the basis 
of economic status, ethnic group, gender, and other characteristics; 
updating education plans and school curricula to include lessons 
about peace, justice and the environment and climate change, among 
many other areas. 

4. Youth engagement is essential to the transformation of education into 
a means for inclusive youth development and sustainable 
development more broadly. 
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Why do we mark International Days? 

International days are occasions to educate the public on issues of concern, 
to mobilize political will and resources to address global problems, and to 
celebrate and reinforce achievements of humanity. The existence of 
international days predates the establishment of the United Nations, but the 
UN has embraced them as a powerful advocacy tool. 

 

************ 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Falaq: 

• Iran unveils ‘improved’ radar air defence system, called Falaq. 
• Falaq is a mobile radar and a vehicle housing a control room, which is 

an improved version of the Gamma, a system of Russian origin.  
• It has a range of 400 km (250 miles) that could help defend against 

cruise and ballistic missiles and drones.  

************ 

 


