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7. In case of death of the farmer before retirement date, the spouse may 
continue in the scheme by paying the remaining contributions till the 
remaining age of the deceased farmer. 

8. If the spouse does not wish to continue, the total contribution made 
by the farmer along with interest will be paid to the spouse. 

9. If there is no spouse, then total contribution along with interest will 
be paid to the nominee. 

If the farmer dies after the retirement date, the spouse will receive 
50% of the pension as Family Pension. 

 After the death of both the farmer and the spouse, the accumulated 
corpus shall be credited back to the Pension Fund. 

 The beneficiaries may opt voluntarily to exit the Scheme after a 
minimum period of 5 years of regular contributions. 

 On exit, their entire contribution shall be returned by LIC with an 
interest equivalent to prevailing saving bank rates. 

 The farmers, who are also beneficiaries of PM-Kisan Scheme, will 
have the option to allow their contribution debited from the benefit of 
that Scheme directly. 

 In case of default in making regular contributions, the beneficiaries 
are allowed to regularize the contributions by paying the outstanding 
dues along with prescribed interest. 

Need for and Significance of the scheme: 

 It is expected that at least 10 crore labourers and workers in the 
unorganised sector will avail the benefit of the scheme within next five 
years making it one of the largest pension schemes of the world. 

 

************ 
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Topic: For Prelims and Mains 

Rotavirus : 

Why in News?  The Health Ministry has drawn an ambitious plan under 

the 100 days agenda of the newly elected government, wherein it has 
been decided to provide Rotavirus vaccine to every child across all 
States and Union Territories by September, 2019. 

 The vaccine has been developed indigenously under a public-private 
partnership by the ministries of science and technology and health 
and family welfare. 

About Rotavirus: 

 Rotavirus is a leading cause of severe diarrhoea and death among 
children less than five years of age. 

 It is responsible for around 10% of total child mortality every year. 

Rotavirus-Signs and Symptoms: 

 Kids with a rotavirus infection have fever, nausea, and vomiting, often 
followed by abdominal cramps and frequent, watery diarrhea. 

 Kids may also have a cough and runny nose. 

 Sometimes the diarrhea that accompanies a rotavirus infection is so 
severe that it can quickly lead to dehydration. 

 As with all viruses, though, some rotavirus infections cause few or no 
symptoms, especially in adults. 

 Transmission: 

 Rotavirus is transmitted by the faecal-oral route, via contact with 
contaminated hands, surfaces and objects, and possibly by the 
respiratory route. Viral diarrhea is highly contagious. 
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Background: 

 Out of all the causes of diarrhoea, rotavirus is a leading cause of 
diarrhoea in children less than 5 years of age.  

 Rotavirus diarrhoea presents in similar manner like any other 
diarrhoea but can mainly be prevented through rotavirus vaccination. 

 Other diarrhoea can be prevented through general measures like good 
hygiene, frequent hand washing, safe water and safe food 
consumption, exclusive breastfeeding and vitamin A supplementation. 

************ 

Facts for Prelims: 

 Gogabeel is Bihar’s first community reserve: 

 Gogabeel, an ox-bow lake in Bihar’s Katihar district, has been 
declared as the state’s first ‘Community Reserve’. 

 Gogabeel is formed from the flow of the rivers Mahananda and 
Kankhar in the north and the Ganga in the south and east.  

 It is the fifteenth Protected Area (PA) in Bihar. 

 

 

 

 

 


