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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(9thAugust) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 
Topic: For Prelims and Mains 
Vikram Sarabhai Journalism Award in Space Science, 
Technology and Research : 

Why in News?  As part of centenary year celebrations of Dr. Vikram 
Sarabhai, father of Indian space programme, ISRO has announced its 
“Vikram Sarabhai Journalism Award in Space Science, Technology and 
Research”. 

The award recognizes and rewards journalists who have actively contributed 
towards the field of space science, applications, and research. 

Eligibility: The nominations are open to all Indians who have a good 
experience in journalism. 

The names of the selected candidates will be announced on August 1st, 
2020. 

About Vikram Sarabhai and his contributions: 
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Ø Vikram Sarabhai was born on August 12, 1919. Sarabhai was 
instrumental in forming India’s future in astronomy and setting up 
the country’s space research facilities. 

Key contributions: 

1. Based on his persuasion, the Indian government agreed to set up the 
Indian National Committee for Space Research (INCOSPAR) in 1962. 

2. Sarabhai was the first chairman of the committee. 
3. The INCOSPAR was restructured and renamed as Indian Space 

Research Organisation (ISRO) in 1969. 
4. Sarabhai founded the Physical Research Laboratory in Ahmedabad in 

the year 1947. The laboratory started its operation from RETREAT, 
Sarabhai’s residence in Ahmedabad. Its first topic of research was 
cosmic rays. 

5. He also set up India’s first rocket launch site in Thumba, a small 
village near the Thiruvananthapuram airport in Kerala. 

6. Vikram Sarabhai was also responsible for bringing cable television to 
India. His constant contact with NASA paved a way for the 
establishment of Satellite Instructional Television Experiment (SITE) 
in 1975. 

7. Sarabhai was the mastermind behind building India’s first satellite, 
Aryabhata. 

8. He was one of the founding members of the Indian Institute of 
Management, Ahmedabad (IIMA). 

9. Vikram Sarabhai received the Padma Bhushan in 1966 for his 
contribution to India’s progress. He was also awarded the Padma 
Vibhushan in 1972, posthumously 

************ 
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Quit India Movement : 

Why in News?  77th anniversary of Quit India movement was observed 
on August 8th, 2019. Every year 8 August is celebrated in India as August 
Kranti Din. 

 

What is Quit India Movement? 

It was in 1942 when the world was going through the havoc caused by World 
War II. India too was facing the heat and after the Cripps Mission had failed, 
and on 8 August 1942, Mahatma Gandhi made a Do or Die call through the 
Quit India movement. Large protests and demonstrations were held all over the 
country. However, as the movement didn’t get too much support from the 
outside, it was crushed and the British refused to grant immediate 
Independence, saying that it could happen only after the war had ended. 
 

Who started Quit India Movement? 

The Quit India movement was started by Mahatma Gandhi in 1942 but drew 
protests from the All-India Congress Committee demanding what Gandhi called 
was “An Orderly British Withdrawal” from India. This forced the British to act 
immediately and soon all the senior INC leaders were imprisoned without trial 
within hours of Gandhi’s speech. 

Other key facts: 

1. Several national leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Abdul Kalam Azad, 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel were arrested. 

2. The Congress was declared an unlawful association, leaders were 
arrested and its offices all over the country were raided and their 
funds were frozen. 

3. The first half of the movement was peaceful with demonstrations and 
processions. The peaceful protest was carried till Mahatma 
Gandhi’s release. 
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4. The second half of the movement was violent with raids and setting 
fire at post offices, government buildings and railway stations. Lord 
Linlithgow adopted the policy of violence. 

5. The Viceroy’s Council of Muslims, Communist Party and Americans 
supported Britishers. 

 

The significance of the movement can be highlighted as follows:  

Ø The movement was carried forward without the leadership of 
Mahatma Gandhi, or any other leader, all of whom were jailed on its 
commencement. 

Ø All sections of people participated in huge numbers. 
Ø Decentralized command was the prime significance of this movement. 
Ø The British began to seriously think about the issue of Indian 

independence after seeing the upsurge among the masses. It changed 
the nature of political negotiations with British empire in 1940s which 
ultimately paved the way of India’s independence. 

Ø The slogan of ‘Do or Die’ remains the most Krantikari slogan to this 
day. 

Ø It is also a symbol of political betrayal. Muslim League, Hindu 
Mahasabha, Rashtriya Swayam Sewak Sangh (RSS) and even the 
undivided Communist party opposed Gandhi as well as his call for 
complete civil disobedience. 

 However, some of the drawbacks were: 

1. Use of violent methods by the volunteers and participants. The 
movement was crushed in a relatively short period of time by the 
British. Lack of leadership did not lead to well-coordinated guidance 
and progress of the movement, with the intensity restricted to a few 
pockets. 

************ 
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Facts for prelims: 
 
v TRAFFIC: 

 
ü TRAFFIC, the wildlife trade monitoring network, is a joint 

program of WWF and IUCN – the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature. TRAFFIC works to ensure that trade in 
wild plants and animals is not a threat to the conservation of 
nature.  

ü TRAFFIC focuses on leveraging resources, expertise and 
awareness of the latest globally urgent species trade issues such 
as tiger parts, elephant ivory and rhino horn.  

 
v VIRASAT –E KHALSA: 

Virasat-e-Khalsa is a museum of Sikhism, located in the holy 
town, Anandpur Sahib, near Chandigarh, the capital of the state 
of Punjab, India. The museum celebrates 500 years of the Sikh 
history and the 300th anniversary of the birth of Khalsa, based on the 
scriptures written by the tenth and last human guru, Guru Gobind 
Singh. 


