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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(3ndAugust) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 
Topic: For Prelims and Mains 

Indus Script : 

Why in News?  It is the earliest form of writing known in the Indian 
subcontinent, developed by the ‘Indus Valley Civilization’. 

About : 

• It is also known as the Harappan script. 
• The origin of this script is poorly understood and it remains 

undeciphered. 
• The languages that the script represents are still unknown and its 

connection with proper Indian writing systems is uncertain. 
• There is no known bilingual inscription to help to decipher the script. 
• The earliest known examples of the Indus Script signs, attested on 

‘Ravi’ and ‘Kot Diji pottery’ was excavated at Harappa. 
• It dates back to early Harappan phase (3500-2700 BCE). 
• Examples of Indus writing has been found on seals pottery, bronze 

tools, stoneware bangles, bones, ivory. 
• Square stamp seals are the dominant form of Indus writing media. 
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• The Indus Script was generally written from right to left but there are 
some exceptions where the writing is bidirectional. 

• It combined both word signs and symbols with phonetic value. 
• This type of writing system is known as "logo-syllabic", where some 

symbols express ideas or words while others represent sounds. 
• A majority of the Indus Valley inscriptions were written 

‘logographically’ (by using word signs). 
• Indus Script sometimes used ‘rebus principle’, where a word-symbol 

used only for its sound value. 
• For example, the combination of the pictures of a honey bee and a leaf 

to signify the word “belief” (bee+leaf). 
• The Indus script has been assigned the ISO 15924 code “Inds”. 

 

************ 

Topic: For Prelims and Mains 

       National Digital Health Blueprint: 

Why in News?  The government has released National Digital Health 
Blueprint (NDHB) which aims to create National Digital Health Eco-
System, in public domain. Health Ministry has sought inputs from various 
stakeholders on its vision. 

Highlights of the National Digital Health Blueprint (NDHB): 

• It lays out the ‘building blocks’ for the implementation of the 
National Health Stack (NHS), which aims to deploy Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) in leveraging health records. 

• Keeping true to the government’s larger agenda, of ‘data as a public 
good’, the blueprint proposes the linking of multiple databases to 
generate greater and granular data that can be leveraged by the public 
as well as private sector – including insurance companies, hospitals, 
apps and researchers. 

• The blueprint proposes a National Digital Health Mission “as a 
purely government organization with complete functional autonomy 
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adopting some features of some of the existing National Information 
Utilities like UIDAI and GSTN.” 

• The policy document essentially lays the implementation plan and 
defines the ‘building blocks’ of the NHS. In doing so, it lays down the 
following objectives: 

• To establish national and regional registries to create single source of 
truth in respect of Clinical Establishments, Healthcare 
Professionals, Health Workers and Pharmacies. 

• Creating a system of Personal Health Records accessible to the 
citizens and to the service providers based on citizen-consent. 

• Promoting the adoption of open standards by all the actors in the 
National Digital Health Ecosystem. 

• Promoting Health Data Analytics and Medical Research. 

 Concerns: 

Ø This National Blueprint illustrates yet another example of the 
Centre moving forward with a major digitization program 
involving the data of millions of citizens without a data protection law 
in place. 

Ø Data security is a prerequisite for any data movement. Currently, data 
privacy in health is a gray area. 

Ø Data researchers and activists have expressed concerns about the 
development of this policy, which proposes a health data set-up on 
a foundation of India Stack – a bouquet of privately-owned proprietary 
software applications. 
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