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 It provides the rights of subsistence allowance, custody of minor 
children to victims of triple talaq i.e. talaq-e-biddat. 

Key provisions of the Bill: 

 The Bill makes all declaration of talaq, including in written or 
electronic form, to be void (i.e. not enforceable in law) and illegal. 

Definition: It defines talaq as talaq-e-biddat or any other similar form of 
talaq pronounced by a Muslim man resulting in instant and irrevocable 
divorce.   

 Talaq-e-biddat refers to the practice under Muslim personal laws 
where pronouncement of the word ‘talaq’ thrice in one sitting by a 
Muslim man to his wife results in an instant and irrevocable divorce. 

Offence and penalty: The Bill makes declaration of talaq a cognizable 
offence, attracting up to three years’ imprisonment with a fine.  (A 
cognizable offence is one for which a police officer may arrest an accused 
person without warrant.)  

The offence will be cognizable only if information relating to the 
offence is given by: 

(i) The married woman (against whom talaq has been declared), or  

(ii) Any person related to her by blood or marriage. 

 The Bill provides that the Magistrate may grant bail to the accused. 
The bail may be granted only after hearing the woman (against whom 
talaq has been pronounced), and if the Magistrate is satisfied that 
there are reasonable grounds for granting bail. 

 The offence may be compounded by the Magistrate upon the request 
of the woman (against whom talaq has been declared). Compounding 
refers to the procedure where the two sides agree to stop legal 
proceedings, and settle the dispute.  The terms and conditions of the 
compounding of the offence will be determined by the Magistrate. 

Allowance: A Muslim woman against whom talaq has been declared, is 
entitled to seek subsistence allowance from her husband for herself and for 
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her dependent children. The amount of the allowance will be determined by 
the Magistrate. 

Custody: A Muslim woman against whom such talaq has been declared, is 
entitled to seek custody of her minor children. The manner of custody will 
be determined by the Magistrate. 

Issues with the bill: 

 The bill introduced in Parliament proposes a three-year jail term for a 
man divorcing his wife through triple talaq.  

 Although most Muslim women feel it is time to end the practice, they 
are wary of the slipshod manner in which the government has passed 
the bill in the Lok Sabha. 

 If the aim of the law is to protect the rights of women, how is that 
possible with their husbands in prison? If they have children under 
the age of 18, who will take care of their education, health, financial 
and other needs? The woman will not be protected but instead be 
vulnerable to more abuse. 

 The Bill does not provide the victimised woman any additional benefits 
in terms of her rights in marriage and divorce. 

 Since the Bill says that triple talaq is cognizable and non-bailable, 
married Muslim man become vulnerable target as policemen can 
arrest and investigate the accused with or without the complaint from 
wife or any other person. 

Way ahead: 

 The legislation brings India at par with other Muslim majority states 
including Pakistan and Bangladesh.  

 This was long overdue for a country that has taken pride in its 
adherence to the principles of secularism, democracy, and equality.  

 Personal laws of other religious communities, Hindus and Christians, 
have gone through renditions to address some concerns relating to 
gender equality in matters of inheritance and polygamy.  

 Despite the gains, gender equality does not permeate all aspects of civil 
law. This legislation presents an opportunity to put in place a civil code 
that steeped in equality—across faiths and gender.  
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************ 

Topic: For Prelims and Mains 

E-2020 initiative: 

Why in News?  Prompt diagnosis, treatment and surveillance in remote, 

hard-to-reach regions can help achieve the E-2020 initiative of 
eradicating malaria by 2020. 

About : 

 A progress report on WHO’s E-2020 initiative held that five countries 
reported no indigenous cases of malaria in 2018. 

 These countries were China, Iran, Malaysia Timor-Leste from Asia 
and El Salvador from Central America. 

 They were part of WHO’s E-2020 initiative. 

 Contracted through the bite of an infected mosquito, malaria remains 
one of the world’s leading killers. 

 It accounted for an estimated 219 million cases from 87 countries and 
over 400,000 related deaths in 2017. 

E-2020 Initiative : 

 E-2020 initiative was launched in 2016. 
 It has been working in 21 countries, spanning five regions, to scale 

up efforts to achieve malaria elimination by 2020. 
 A key milestone for 2020 is the elimination of malaria in at least 10 

countries that had the disease in 2015. 

 To meet this target, countries must report zero indigenous cases 
in 2020. 

The 21 countries were identified by WHO, on the basis of : 

– Trends in malaria case incidence between 2000 and 2016 
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– Declared malaria objectives of affected countries 

– Opinions of WHO experts 

India’s Case : 

 India (4%) was among the five countries, the others being — Nigeria 
(25%), Democratic Republic of the Congo (11%), Mozambique (5%), 
and Uganda (4%) — that accounted for nearly 50% of all malaria cases 
worldwide. 

 India was also among the 11 countries that reported approximately 
70 per cent of all malaria cases (151 million) and deaths 
(274,000). 

 Among these 11 countries, only India reported progress in reducing 
its malaria cases in 2017 (24 per cent reduction in cases) compared 
to 2016. 

************ 

Topic: For Prelims and Mains 

National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence : 

Why in News?  NITI Aayog has published the National Strategy for 
Artificial Intelligence wherein it has identified five core areas for the 
application of Artificial Intelligence. This article covers the 
recommendations of the NITI Aayog and of the Artificial Intelligence 
task force headed by V. Kamakoti.  

Furthermore, the differences between Artificial Intelligence, Machine 
Learning and Deep Learning are explained to help UPSC and other 
aspirants understand these concepts better. 

About 

 Artificial Intelligence is a way of making a computer, a computer-
controlled robot, or software performing humanlike tasks. 

 It refers to the ability of machines to perform cognitive tasks like 
thinking, perceiving, learning, problem solving and decision making. 

 The term was coined in 1956 by John McCarthy 
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 There are two subsets under the umbrella term AI: Machine learning 
and Deep learning. 

– Machine Learning involves the use of algorithms to parse data and learn 
from it. This enables making     a determination or prediction. 

– Deep learning is technique for implementing machine learning. 

National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence : 

NITI Aayog has identified five core areas for application of artificial 
intelligence: 

Healthcare: for increased access and affordability of quality healthcare. 

– AI based Radiomics is an emerging field that focuses on comprehensive 
quantification of tumor phenotypes by applying a large number of 
quantitative imaging features, which has resulted in   improvement to 
existing biomarker signature panels. 

– A joint venture between Microsoft and Indian start-up ‘Forus Health’ has 
developed a portable device     named “3Nethra” that can screen for common 
eye problems as well as complicated conditions like     diabetic retinopathy. 

Agriculture: for enhanced farmers’ income, increased farm productivity and 
reduction of wastage. 

– Agriculture sector is witnessing a large participation of startup sector such 
as – Intello Labs, Trithi   Robotics. 

– Crop health monitoring and providing real time action advisories to 
farmers and using image   classification tools combined with remote and 
local sensed data can bring a revolutionary change in   utilization and 
efficiency of farm machinery. 

– AI is being used for soil care, sowing, herbicide optimization, precision 
farming. 

Education: For improved access and quality of education. 

– AI can be used for developing tools for customised learning, interactive 
and intelligent tutoring   systems. 
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– It can also be used in developing automated teacher posting and transfer 
systems, using analytics   based on demand – supply gaps across schools. 

– Andhra Pradesh government has collaborated with Microsoft to predict 
drop-outs and address the   issue. 

Smart Cities and Infrastructure: For efficient and connectivity for the 
burgeoning urban population. 

– Optimization of infrastructure in cities, service delivery, crowd 
management, cyber security, public   safety and water and waste 
management are some of the areas where AI can be used. 

 – Bandicoot robot have been developed for sewer cleaning to put an end to 
manual scavenging. 

Kamakoti Committee 

AI Task Force headed by V.Kamakoti was set up to to explore possibilities to 
leverage AI for development across various fields. 

Key recommendations of the committee were: 

 Set up digital data banks, marketplaces and exchanges to ensure 
availability of cross-industry information. 

 Data ombudsman: to address data-related issues and grievances. 

 Ensure availability of funds for R&D 

 Setting up National Artificial Intelligence Mission (N-AIM) 

 Smart Mobility and Transportation: For smarter and safer modes of 
transportation and better traffic and congestion problems. 

– AI-based traffic management system including sensors, CCTV cameras, 
automatic number plate   recognition cameras, speed detection cameras, 
signalised pedestrian crossings. 

– Predictions in public transport journeys and optimising parking places. 

 

 

 



 

www.vaidicslucknow Page 8 
 

Challenges to Adoption of Artificial Intelligence 

 Lack of enabling data ecosystems. 
 Low intensity of AI research 
- Core research in fundamental technologies 
- Transforming core research into market applications 
 Inadequate availability of AI expertise, manpower and skilling 

opportunities. 

 High resource cost and low awareness for adopting AI in business 
processes. 

 Unclear privacy, security and ethical regulations. 

 Unattractive Intellectual Property regime to incentivise research and 
adoption of AI 

Way Forward : 

The above challenges, if addressed in an expeditious manner through 
concerted collaborative efforts, with government playing a leading role, 
could lead to fundamental building blocks that 

form the core to India’s march towards leadership in AI.  

 

************ 

Facts for prelims: 
 

 Karkidaka Vavu 2019: 

Karkidaka Vavu (Malayalam) or ‘Karkidaka Vavu Bali’ is the name for the 
rituals performed by the Hindus in the state of Kerala for their deceased 
ancestors. This day is also known as ‘Vavu Bali’ and is held in the month of 
‘Karkidakam’ in the Malayalam calendar. If one follows the English 
calendar, the date falls in the month of July to August. 

 


