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Current Affairs
AUGUST - 2019
1.

National

1.1

SCO summit- 2019:

Why in news? The SCO summit -2019 was recently held at Bishkek,
Kyrgyzstan. The Indian Prime Minister discussed the global security
situation, multilateral economic cooperation, people-to-people exchanges
and topical issues of international and regional importance.
What are main concerns of the member countries:
 there is a need for a rules-based, anti-discriminatory and all
inclusive WTO-centred multilateral trading system
 unilateralism and protectionism have not benefited anyone
 India is committed to ensuring a favourable environment for the
economic cooperation between the SCO member countries.
 Member states to try coordinated actions against terrorism under
the SCO Regional Anti Terrorist Structure (RATS).
 The process of economic globalisation is being hindered by the
growing unilateral protectionist policies and other challenges in
international trade.
What need to be done?
 Deepening cooperation to build a transparent and stable
environment for trade.
 Collective framework/effort on terrorism
 USA – China Trade war should not affect the other member
countries.
 India should increase its export with China.
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 More trade with central Asia so that India can mitigate the
China’s influence in the region.
About the Regional Anti Terrorist Structure (RATS):
 The Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS), headquartered in
Tashkent, Uzbekistan, is a permanent organ of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) which serves to promote
cooperation of member states against the three evils of terrorism,
separatism and extremism.
 The Head of RATS is elected for a three-year term. Each
member state also sends a permanent representative to RATS.
 The RATS was formed in the June 2004 summit of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO) which was held in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan.
 RATS is engaged in furthering cooperation and ties between
member countries on concerns of terrorism, security, drug
trafficking, crime and cyber warfare.
 In 2017, international current affairs magazine ‘The Diplomat’
reported that through the Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure,
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization or SCO had foiled terror
plots to the tune of 600. It also reported that through RATS, 500
terrorists were extradited.
About the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
 The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) is a Eurasian
economic, political and security organization originally formed by the
leaders of the six countries of China, Russia, Kyrgyzstan,
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan.
 India became a full member in 2017. SCO was formed on 15th June
2001.
 It emerged from the Shanghai Five which was established earlier in
1996. Pakistan joined along with India in June 2017 as a full
member. The SCO is the biggest regional organization as per the
population and the geography covered.
 It covers about 40% of the globe’s population. The chief purposes of
the SCO is to promote cooperation among the member countries on
issues of security, intelligence sharing, border disputes resolution,
military cooperation, counter-terrorism and countering the influence
of the USA on Asia.
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***********
1.2

G 20 :

Why in news? Group of 20 environment ministers has recently
agreed to adopt a new implementation framework for actions to tackle
the issue of marine plastic waste on a global scale.
Environment and energy ministers of the Group of 20 major economies
met Karuizawa, northwest of Tokyo, ahead of the G20 summit in
Osaka, western Japan.
What are the issues?
 One of the top issues was ocean plastic waste as images of plastic
debris-strewn beaches and dead animals with stomachs full of
plastic have sparked outrage,
 With many countries banning plastic bags outright.
 Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has said he wants his country
to lead the world in reducing marine plastic trash, including
developing biodegradables and other innovations.
 The new framework is aimed at facilitating further concrete action
on marine waste, though on a voluntary basis.
 After the G20 Hamburg Summit in Germany adopted the “G20
action plan on marine litter” in 2017.
Way forward :
 Under the new framework, G20 members will promote a
comprehensive life-cycle approach to prevent and reduce plastic
litter discharge to the oceans through various measures and
international cooperation.
 They will also share best practices, promote innovation and boost
scientific monitoring and analytical methodologies.
 Japan plans to host the first meeting under the new framework this
autumn when officials of environment ministers in the G20
countries are due to meet for the G20 Resource Efficiency
Dialogue.
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About the G20 :
 The G20 (or Group of Twenty) is an international forum for the
governments and central bank governors from 19 countries and the
European Union (EU).
 Founded in 1999 with the aim to discuss policy pertaining to the
promotion of international financial stability, the G20 has expanded
its agenda since 2008 and heads of government or heads of state, as
well as finance ministers and foreign ministers, have periodically
conferred at summits ever since.
 It seeks to address issues that go beyond the responsibilities of
anyone organization. Membership of the G20 consists of 19
individual countries plus the European Union.
 The EU is represented by the European Commission and by the
European Central Bank. Collectively, the G20 economies account
for around 90% of the gross world product (GWP), 80% of world
trade (or, if excluding EU intra-trade, 75%), two-thirds of the world
population, and approximately half of the world land area.

How does G20 work?
 The G20 agenda is annual and includes more than 50 meetings,
enhanced by working groups and discussions between permanent
members and guests.
 The cycle concludes with the Leaders Summit, where a final
declaration is signed by which the leaders commit themselves to
address and collaborate on the issues addressed.
For example:
 At the Hamburg Summit in 2017, the leaders agreed to limit
protectionism, commit to a system of regulated international trade
and favor policies that spread the benefits of globalization.
 At the Hangzhou Summit in 2016, the leaders agreed to expand
the role of the G20 to establish greater global cooperation in the
fight against tax evasion and promote international collaboration to
facilitate investments in green bonds.

************
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1.3

One Nation One Election :

Why in news? PM Modi calls for all-party meet on ‘one nation, one
election’.
 Simultaneous elections refer to holding elections to Lok Sabha,
State Legislative Assemblies, Panchayats and Urban local bodies
simultaneously, once in five year.
Problems associated with frequent elections:
 The massive expenditure that is currently incurred for the conduct
of separate elections.
 The policy paralysis that results from the imposition of the Model
Code of Conduct during election time.
 Impact on delivery of essential services.
 Burden on crucial manpower that is deployed during election time.
 Frequent elections affect policymaking and governance as the
government is trapped in short-term thinking.
 It also destabilises duly-elected governments and imposes a heavy
burden on the exchequer.
 It also puts pressure on political parties, especially smaller ones, as
elections are becoming increasingly expensive.
 The Model Code of Conduct (MCC) which comes into force with
the announcement of poll dates, prevents government from
announcing any new schemes, make any new appointments,
transfers and postings without the approval of election commission.
This brings normal work of the government to a standstill.
 It also increases the cost of management to the election
commission.
Merits of Simultaneous elections:
 Governance and consistency: The ruling parties will be able to
focus on legislation and governance rather than having to be in
campaign mode forever.
 Reduced Expenditure of Money and Administration: The entire
State and District level administrative and security machinery will
be busy with the conduct of elections twice in a period of five years
as per the current practice. Expenditure can be reduced by
conducting simultaneous elections.
 Continuity in policies and programmes.
www.vaidicslucknow.com
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 Efficiency of Governance: Simultaneous elections can bring the
much-needed operational efficiency in this exercise. Populist
measures by governments will reduce.
 Simultaneous elections can also be a means to curb corruptionand
build a more conducive socio-economic ecosystem.
 The impact of black money on the voters will be reduced as all
elections are held at a time.
But, why it is difficult to go for simultaneous elections?
 The biggest challenge is achieving political consensus, which seems
to be “chimerical”.
 Regional parties will be more opposed to the idea than national
parties because there is always a tendency for voters to vote the
same party in power in the state and at the Centre in case the Lok
Sabha polls and the state elections are held together.
 Also, according to IDFC, there is a 77% chance that the Indian
voter will vote for the same party for both the state and Centre
when elections are held simultaneously.
For simultaneous elections to be implemented, Changes to be made in
Constitution and Legislations:
Amendments needed in the following articles: Article 83 which deals with the duration of Houses of Parliament
need an amendment
 Article 85 (on dissolution of Lok Sabha by the president)
 Article 172 (relating to the duration of state legislatures)
 Article 174 (relating to dissolution of state assemblies)
 Article 356 (on President’s Rule).
 The Representation of People Act, 1951 Act would have to be
amended to build in provisions for stability of tenure for both
parliament and assemblies. This should include the following crucial
elements:
 Restructuring the powers and functions of the ECI to facilitate
procedures required for simultaneous elections
 A definition of simultaneous election can be added to section 2 of the
1951 act.

************
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1.4

India to host UN meet on land degradation:

Why in news? India for the first time will host the 14th session of the
Conference of Parties (COP-14) of the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification (UNCCD) in September, 2019.
About:
Presidency: India will be taking over the COP presidency from China for
the next two years until the next COP is hosted in 2021.
Participants: At least 5,000 delegates from nearly 197 countries will be
participating in the event which will be held between 29th August to 14th
September 2019 at India Expo Mart Limited, Greater Noida.
Function: One of the primary functions of COP-14 is to review reports
submitted by Conference of Parties to convention and detailing how they
are carrying out their commitments.
India’s Land Degradation Problems: India faces a severe problem of land
degradation (meaning the soil becoming unfit for cultivation).
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) in its 2016 report found
that over 29% of India’s land (in 2011-2013) was degraded which was
0.57% increase from year 2003-2005.
India’s Flagship Project:
 Ahead of COP-14, the ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEFCC) has launched a flagship project which
is a part of a larger international initiative called ‘Bonn Challenge’.
 It is aimed at enhancing India’s capacity for Forest Landscape
Restoration (FLR). During the pilot phase of project (initial 3.5
years), it will be implemented in Haryana, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Nagaland and Karnataka.
 Thus initially, the project will be aimed at developing and adapting
best practices and monitoring protocols for country, and building
capacity within 5 pilot States.
 Later, it will eventually be scaled up across the country through
subsequent phases of project. The project will be implemented by
MoEFCC in partnership with International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN).
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About Bonn Challenge:
 It is a global effort towards bringing 150 million hectares of
world’s degraded and deforested land under restoration by the year
2020 and 350 million hectares by 2030.
 At COP-13 (2015) in Paris, India also joined the voluntary Bonn
Challenge pledge and had committed towards restoring 13 million
hectares (MH) of degraded and deforested land by year 2020,
and an additional 8 million hectares (MH) by 2030. India’s
pledge is one of the largest in Asia.
Major UN Conventions :
The United Nations has 3 major Conventions1. UN Framework Convention on Climate Climate Change (UNFCCC)
2. UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).
3. United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)–
It was established in 1994, and at present has 197 parties working
towards maintaining effects of drought. It is the only legally binding
international agreement that links environment and development
issues to land agenda.
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) :
 Established in 1994, the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD) is the sole legally binding international
agreement linking environment and development to sustainable land
management.
 The Convention addresses specifically the arid, semi-arid and dry subhumid areas, known as the drylands, where some of the most
vulnerable ecosystems and peoples can be found.

************
1.5

Chief Whip :

What is a whip?
A whip is a directive from the party that binds party members of a House
to obey the line of the party.
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There are three kinds of whip.
A one line whip is issued to inform the members about the vote.
A two line whip is issued to inform the members to be present inside the
House at the time of the vote.
A three line whip is issued directing members to vote according to the
party line.
In India, the three-line whip can be violated only if one-third of the
legislators of a party decide to cast their vote against the party line.
Who is chief whip?
Though the office of whip is not officially recognised in the standing
orders, there has been a long tradition to give them a place in the
Parliamentary form of government.
The whip plays a crucial role in ensuring the smooth and efficient
conduct of business on the floor of the House. The whip is an MP
drawn from the party that is in power and also from the party that sits on
the opposition bench.
They are vital in maintaining the links between the internal
organisation of party inside the Parliament.
A whip is also an important office-bearer of the party in the Parliament.
What is his role?
The role of a chief whip is important in a parliamentary democracy.
 The whip’s main duty is to look after the members of the party
and keep them together inside the Parliament.
 It is also the duty of the chief whip to maintain discipline of the
party on the floor of the House.
 Besides, he is responsible for keeping MPs, especially Ministers,
informed of opinion in the party on the moods of individual
members.
 It is the chief whip who identifies the signs of disaffection or
discontent among the MPs and keeps the Prime Minister updated
about the views.
What if an MP violates party whip?
All the political parties have issued a whip to their MPs directing them to
be present inside the Lok Sabha and adhere to the party line. If an MP
violates his party’s whip, he faces expulsion from the House under the
Anti Defection Act
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************
1.6

Dispute Resolution Mechanism for solar sector :

Why in News?

In a major decision to facilitate the solar and wind
energy projects, the government has approved a proposal to set up a
Dispute Resolution Committee to consider the unforeseen disputes
between solar/wind power developers and Solar Energy Corporation of
India (SECI) / the National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC), beyond
contractual agreement.
Significance: The move will give further fillip to the smooth
implementation of solar/wind energy projects in India. It fulfills a long
pending demand of the industry to resolve expeditiously, unforeseen
disputes that may arise beyond the scope of Contractual Agreements.
Need:
 The Solar and Wind Industry have been demanding setting up of
Dispute Resolution Mechanism by MNRE for quite some time, to
resolve expeditiously, unforeseen disputes that may arise beyond
the scope of Contractual Agreements between solar power
developers / wind power developers and SECI/ NTPC.
 The issue was considered and it was felt that there is need to erect
a transparent, unbiased Dispute Resolution Mechanism, consisting
of an independent, transparent and unbiased Dispute Resolution
Committee (DRC), for resolving the unforeseen disputes that may
arise in implementation of contractual agreements and also for
dealing with issues which are beyond the scope of Contractual
Agreements between solar power developers/ wind power
developers and SECI / NTPC.
Composition and eligibility:
 A three member Dispute Resolution Committee (DRC) will be
set up with the approval of Hon’ble Minister (NRE), consisting of
eminent persons of impeccable integrity.
 The upper age for the DRC members shall be 70 years.
 The Committee members of DRC shall be chosen from the
eminent persons located in NCR of Delhi so as to avoid
expenditure on Air Travel & accommodation.
www.vaidicslucknow.com
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Scope:
The mechanism of Dispute Resolution Committee (DRC) will be
applicable for all solar/ wind Schemes/ Programmes/ Projects being
implemented through/ by SECI/ NTPC.
The DRC will consider following kinds of cases:
 All cases of appeal against decisions given by SECI on Extension of
Time requests based on terms of contract:
 All requests of Extension of Time not covered under the terms of
contract.
 All such cases referred to it, including the cases where the
developer is not satisfied with the decision of SECI/NTPC and it
decides to appeal after paying the required fee.
Final decision:
 The recommendations of the ‘Dispute Resolution Committee’ (DRC)
along with MNRE’s observations will be placed before Hon’ble
Minister (NRE) for final decision.
 The Ministry shall examine and put up such recommendations to
Minister (NRE) with the comments of IFD within twenty one (21)
days of receipt of recommendation from the DRC.
 To arrive at any decision, Committee will be free to interact with the
relevant parties of the case and shall record their views. For
presenting the case before the DRC, no lawyers shall be
permitted.

************
1.7

India placed on ‘Tier 2’ in human Trafficking Report :

Why in News?

The U.S. State Department has released its 2019
Trafficking in Persons (TIP) report. India continued to be placed in Tier 2
on the 1-3 country trafficking scale.
Why India was placed in Tier 2?
 India was placed (i.e., remained) in Tier 2, which comprises
“countries whose governments do not fully meet the TVPA’s
www.vaidicslucknow.com
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minimum standards but are making significant efforts to bring
themselves into compliance with those standards.”
What is the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA)?
 The TVPA of 2000 is the first comprehensive federal law to
address trafficking in persons. The law provides a three-pronged
approach that includes prevention, protection and prosecution.
Three categories:
 The report categorises countries into three groups based on the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA), U.S. legislation
enacted in 2000. The categorisation is based on efforts to meet
minimum standards for the elimination of human trafficking.
Highlights of the Report:
 In 77% of the cases, victims are trafficked within their own
countries of residence, rather than across borders.
 Victims of sex trafficking were more likely to be trafficked across
borders while victims of forced labour were typically exploited
within their own countries.
 The recommendations for India include amending the definition of
trafficking in Section 370 of the Penal Code to “include forced
labour trafficking and ensure that force, fraud or coercion are not
required to prove a child sex trafficking offence.”
 To establish Anti-Human Trafficking Units in all districts with
funding and clear mandates.
What are Tier 1 Countries?
 These are those countries whose governments fully comply with the
TVPA's minimum standards.
What are Tier 3 Countries?
 These are those countries whose governments do not fully comply
with the minimum standards and are not making significant efforts
to do so.
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************
1.8 Establishment of 'Gokul Grams' Under Rashtriya Gokul
Mission:
Why in news? Funds have been sanctioned under Rashtriya Gokul
Mission for setting up of 21 Gokul Grams as Integrated Cattle
Development Centres. As on date, 4 Gokul grams (Varanasi, Mathura,
Patiala and Phora) have been completed and work is under progress in
remaining 17 gokul grams. The details of the Gokul Grams being set up
under the scheme is as under:
No. and Locations of the Gokul Grams
STATE
Andhra pradesh
Arunachal Pradesh
Bihar
Chhattisgarh
Gujarat

Nos.,of
Gokul Gram
1
1
1
2
3

Haryana
Himachal Pradesh
Karnataka
Maharashtra
Madhya Pradesh
Punjab
Uttar Pradesh

1
1
1
3
1
1
3

Uttarakhand
Telangana

1
1

Total

21

Location
Chadalawada, Prakassam
Lohit
DumraonBuxar
Bemetra Sarkanda,Bilaspur
Dharampur, Surat and
Banaskantha
Hissar
Una
LingadahalliChikkamagalur
Palghar,Pohra,Tathtawade
RatonaSagar
BirDosanji Patiala
Varanasi,Mathura,
Shahjahanpur
Govardhanpura
Veterinary,University
Hyderabad

Gokul Gram:
Funds under the scheme will be allocated for the establishment of
Integrated Indigenous Cattle Centres viz “Gokul Gram”.
 Gokul Grams will be established in:
i)
The native breeding tracts and
ii)
Near metropolitan cities for housing the urban cattle.
www.vaidicslucknow.com
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 Gokul Gram will act as Centres for development of Indigenous
Breeds and a dependable source for supply of high genetic
breeding stock to the farmers in the breeding tract.
 The Gokul Gram will be self sustaining and will generate economic
resources from sale of A2 milk (A2 milkis cow’s milk that
mostly lacks a form of β-casein proteins called A1 and instead
has mostly the A2 form), organic manure, vermi-composting,
urine distillates, and production of electricity from bio gas for in
house consumption and sale of animal products.
 The Gokul Gram will also function as state of the art in situ
training centre for Farmers, Breeders and MAITRI’s.
 Gokul Gram will also be set up near to metropolitan cities for
managing urban cattle.
 Metropolitan Gokul Gram will focus on genetic upgradation of
urban cattle.
About The Rashtriya Gokul Mission:
To conserve and develop indigenous bovine breeds, government has
launched ‘Rashtriya Gokul Mission’ under the National Programme
for Bovine Breeding and Dairy Development (NPBBD).
The Mission is being implemented with the objectives to:
(a) Development and conservation of indigenous breeds
(b) Undertake breed improvement programme for indigenous cattle
breeds so as to improve the genetic makeup and increase the stock;
(c) Enhance milk production and productivity;
(d) Upgrade nondescript cattle using elite indigenous breeds like Gir,
Sahiwal, Rathi, Deoni, Tharparkar Red Sindhi .
(e) Distribute disease free high genetic merit bulls for natural service.
Implementation:
 Rashtriya Gokul Mission will be implemented through the “State
Implementing Agency (SIA viz Livestock Development Boards).
State Gauseva Ayogs will be given the mandate to sponsor
proposals to the SIA’s (LDB’s) and monitor implementation of the
sponsored proposal.
 All Agencies having a role in indigenous cattle development will be
the “Participating Agencies” like CFSPTI, CCBFs, ICAR,
www.vaidicslucknow.com

Page 16

Universities, Colleges, NGO’s,
Gaushalas with best germplasm.

Cooperative

Societies

and

************
1.9

National Anti -Profiteering Authority (NAA) :

Why in News?

The tenure of National Anti-Profiteering Authority has
recently been extended by 2 years.
About NAA:
 The National Anti-Profiteering Authority (NAA) has been constituted
under Section 171 of the Central Goods and Services Tax Act,
2017.
 It is to ensure the reduction in rate of tax or the benefit of input tax
credit is passed on to the recipient by way of commensurate
reduction in prices.
 The Authority’s core function is to ensure that the benefits of the
reduction is GST rates on goods and services made by GST
Council and proportional change in the Input tax credit passed on
to the ultimate consumers and recipient respectively by way of
reduction in the prices by the suppliers.
Composition:
 The National Anti-profiteering Authority shall be headed by a senior
officer of the level of a Secretary to the Government of India and
shall have four technical members from the Centre and/or the
States.

www.vaidicslucknow.com

Page 17

Powers and functions of the authority:
 In the event the National Anti-profiteering Authority confirms the
necessity of applying anti-profiteering measures, it has the power to
order the business concerned to reduce its prices or return the
undue benefit availed along with interest to the recipient of the
goods or services.
 If the undue benefit cannot be passed on to the recipient, it can be
ordered to be deposited in the Consumer Welfare Fund.
 In extreme cases the National Anti-profiteering Authority can
impose a penalty on the defaulting business entity and even order
the cancellation of its registration under GST.

************
1.10

The best performing State in Health :

Why in News? Kerala continued to top the list for the best performing
State in the health sector among the 21 large States, while Uttar
Pradesh retained the worst performer tag, according to the second
edition of NITI Aayog’s Health Index released recently.
The top 3 States:
1. Kerala, which got an overall score of 74.01
2. Andhra Pradesh (65.13)
3. Maharashtra (63.99)
Highlights of report :
 Uttar Pradesh continued to be at the bottom of the list with its
score falling to 28.61. Other States at the bottom of the list were
Bihar (32.11), Odisha (35.97) and Madhya Pradesh (38.39).
 The index has ranked the states/UTs into three categories —
larger States, smaller States and Union Territories.
 Among the UTs, Chandigarh jumped one spot to top the list with
a score of (63.62), followed by Dadra and Nagar Haveli (56.31),
Lakshadweep (53.54), Puducherry (49.69), Delhi (49.42),
Andaman and Nicobar (45.36) and Daman and Diu (41.66).
www.vaidicslucknow.com
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 Index ranks the States and Union Territories based on 23
health-related indicators, including neonatal mortality rate,
under-five mortality rate, proportion of low birth weight among
new-born, proportion of districts with functional Cardiac Care
Units, full immunization coverage and proportion of specialist
positions vacant at district hospitals.
 Only about half the States and UTs showed an improvement in the
overall score between 2015-16 (base year) and 2017-18
(reference year).
 Among the eight Empowered Action Group States, only three
States — Rajasthan, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh — showed
improvement in the overall performance.

************
1.11

31.4% of Indian children will be stunted by 2022:

Why in news? Almost one in three Indian children under five years
will still be stunted by 2022 going by current trends, according to an
analysis of the country’s food and nutrition security released recently.
More Facts:
 Over the last decade, child stunting — which is a measure of
chronic malnutrition — has reduced at a rate of about 1% per
year, the slowest decline among emerging economies.
 At this rate, 31.4% of children will still be stunted by the 2022
deadline.
 India must double its rate of progress to reach the target of 25% by
that time.
Analysis of progress :
 The report, which is a baseline analysis of the country’s progress in
achieving the second Sustainable Development Goal to end
hunger, was prepared by the UN World Food Programme in
collaboration with the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation.
 The report says, Food grain yields have risen 33% over the last two
decades, but are still only half of 2030 target yields.
www.vaidicslucknow.com
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 The Indian farmer is producing more food grains than ever
before, making the country self-sufficient in this regard.
 Unfortunately, the consumer’s access to rice, wheat and other
cereals has not increased at the same rate, due to population
growth, inequality, food wastage losses and exports.
 As a result, the average per capita consumption of energy among
the poorest 30% of the population is 1811 kilo calories, much lower
than the norm of 2155 kilo calories per day. The signs of unequal
access are starkest among children.
 In States like Bihar (48%) and Uttar Pradesh (46%), almost one
in two children are stunted, while it is only one in five children in
Kerala and Goa (20% each).
There are high rates of stunting among children in the poorest wealth
quintile (51.4%), Scheduled Tribes (43.6%) and Scheduled Castes
(42.5%), and children born to mothers with no education (51%).

************
1.12

‘Jal Shakti’ scheme :

Why in News? The Centre is set to initiate the Jal Shakti Abhiyan to
ramp up rainwater harvesting and conservation efforts in 255 waterstressed districts from July 1, in line with the government’s promise
to focus on water.
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About :
 Though water is a State issue, the campaign would be coordinated
by 255 central IAS officers of Joint or Additional Secretaryrank, drawn from ministries as varied as Space, Petroleum and
Defence, according to a notification issued by the Department of
Personnel and Training recently.
 Campaign seems to follow the model of last year’s Gram Swaraj
Abhiyan, where central officials monitored the implementation of
seven flagship development schemes in 117 aspirational districts
across the country.
 The campaign would run from July 1 to September 15 in States
receiving rainfall during the south-west monsoon, while States
receiving rainfall in the retreating or north-east monsoon would be
covered from October 1 to November 30.
 Overall, 313 blocks with critical groundwater levels would be
covered, along with 1,186 blocks with over-exploited
groundwater and 94 blocks with low groundwater availability.
Progress monitored :
 The Jal Shakti Abhiyan would aim to accelerate water harvesting,
conservation and borewell recharge activities already being carried
out under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee scheme and the Integrated Watershed Management
Programme of the Rural Development Ministry, along with
existing water body restoration and afforestation schemes being
undertaken by the Jal Shakti and Environment Ministries. Progress
would be monitored in real time through mobile applications and
an online dashboard at indiawater.gov.in.
 Block and district-level water conservation plans would be drafted,
and Kisan Vigyan Kendras would hold melas to promote better
crop choices and more efficient water use for irrigation. A major
communications campaign on TV, radio, print, local and social
media would be carried out, with celebrities mobilised to generate
awareness for the campaign.
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About the Jal Shakti ministry :
 This Ministry was formed in January 1985 following the bifurcation
of the then Ministry of Irrigation and Power, when the Department of
Irrigation was re-constituted as the Ministry of Water Resources. In
July 2014, the Ministry was renamed to “Ministry of Water
Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation”, making it
the National Ganga River Basin Authority for conservation,
development, management, and abatement of pollution in The river
Ganges and its tributaries .
 Prime Minister of India Shri.Narendra Modi had promised this on
April 13 at an election rally in Tamil Nadu’s Ramanathapuram.
Fast forward to May 24, Modi government-II gets a separate
ministry called Jal Shakti (water power).
 The Jal Shakti ministry has been formed on May 31, 2019 by
reorganizing erstwhile ministries of Water Resources, River
Development & Ganga Rejuvenation and Drinking Water &
Sanitation.

************

1.13

Reservation for the Maratha Community :

Why in News?

The Bombay High Court has upheld the constitutional
validity of reservation for the Maratha community in education and
government jobs in Maharashtra, but directed that it be slashed from
the present 16 per cent to 12 per cent and 13 per cent respectively.
A Division Bench of Justices Ranjit More and Bharati Dangre has said
that the State possesses the legislative competence to enact the
Maharashtra State Reservation for Seats for Admission in Educational
Institutions in the State and for appointments in the public services and
posts under the State (for Socially and Educationally Backward
Classes) SEBC Act, 2018, and the State’s legislative competence is not
in any way affected by the Constitution.”
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What is the rationale for the recent decision?
 Maharashtra State Backward Class Commission (MSBCC)
submitted a report on the Maratha community.
 It highlighted that the community was socially, economically and
educationally backward.
 It found that nearly –
 37% of Marathas were living below the poverty line
 62% own small and marginal land holdings
 70% live in kutcha houses
 Compared to other communities, the study found educational
backwardness amongst the Maratha community after standards X
and XII.
Who are the Marathas?
 Marathas are a Marathi-speaking, politically dominant community in
Maharashtra.
 Since the formation of Maharashtra state in 1960, 11 of its 18 chief
ministers have been from the Maratha community.
 They make up about one-third of the population of the state.

Is the decision justified?
 The SBCC’s reported findings of Marathas backwardness do not
go well with the available data.
 As with Jats in Rajasthan and Patels in Gujarat, Marathas do
enjoy a socio-economic status closer to that of the forward
classes/castes in Maharashtra.
 Besides, there is no reason to argue that Marathas face any social
stigma that calls for affirmative action.
 So the reservation demand is less an acknowledgement of social
backwardness from a politically powerful community.
 The relative inability to move up the economic ladder drives the
sections of these dominant communities demand for reservation.
 The lack of adequate employment opportunities amid a sluggish
agrarian economy is a case.
 So it is more a call for the accrual of welfare benefits to the less
well-off sections among the community.
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What is the quantum of reservation being planned?
 Maratha community leaders have demanded 16% reservation but
the government has however not taken a decision on that.
 A Cabinet subcommittee constituted to implement the quota will fix
the quantum.
 At present, the total reservation in the state is 52%, of which the
larger quotas are for SC (13%), ST (7%) and OBC (19%).
 The rest being for Special Backward Class, Vimukti Jati, Nomadic
Tribe (B), Nomadic Tribe (C) (Dhangar) and Nomadic Tribe (D)
(Vanjari).
 The quotas given to the Nomadic Tribes and Special Backward
Class, in fact, have been carved out of the total OBC quota.
What is the government's clarification?
 The government has said the Maratha quota will not affect the
existing reserved sections.
 It's because the plan is to introduce a new, independent quota,
called Socially and Educationally Backward Class.
 The state argues that there is no such provision for a ceiling on
quota in the Constitution.
 On the other hand, the Constitution provides for quota under
extraordinary and exceptional cases.
 This applies when a community’s backwardness is documentarily
established.
 Notably, the Maharashtra government substantiated the quota
based on findings of the MSBCC.
 So it will conform to Constitutional norms.
 But legally speaking, Tamil Nadu's 69% reservation matter is
pending before the Supreme Court.
 Therefore, a final verdict on whether the state government can
exceed 50% reservation remains a question.
 Given all these, beyond reservation, the State should certainly
address the prolonged agrarian distress and lack of adequate jobs.
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What are the challenges?
 Category - The Maratha Kranti Morcha, which led the reservation
agitation, had initially demanded a quota under the OBC category.
 OBC groups had been expressing fears that the new quota would
include Marathas within the existing OBC share.
 OBC groups have thus been threatening an agitation as Nomadic
Tribes and Special Backward Class also have their quotas within the
OBC share.
 Shares - Meanwhile, the OBCs want their 19% share raised to 27%.
 The Dhangar (Shepherd) community demands that they be moved
from the OBC to the ST category.
 Also, Muslims have intensified their demand for a 5% quota in the
wake of the Maratha reservation decision.
 Total reservation - The Supreme Court had set the 50% cap in 1992
(Indra Sawhney vs Union of India) for reservation in states.
 Maharashtra’s reservation is already beyond the Supreme Court cap of
50%.
 Given this, if the demand for 16% is met, the total would become 68%,
almost matching the 69% in Tamil Nadu.

************

1.14

Locust outbreak in Rajasthan’s Barmer :

Why in News?

The officials from India and Pakistan are closely
working together to prevent the movement of locusts and save crops in
bordering districts.


Both the countries are also consistently sharing inputs, including
satellite data, via Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) to
counter and restrict the movement of locusts.
About Locusts :
 A locust is a large, mainly tropical grasshopper with strong
powers of flight. They differ from ordinary grasshoppers in their
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ability to change behaviour (gregarize) and form swarms that can
migrate over large distances.
The most devastating of all locust species is the Desert
Locust (Schistocerca gregaria).
Locusts are generally seen during the months of June and July as
the insects are active from summer to the rainy season.
Locusts have a high capacity to multiply, form groups, migrate
over relatively large distances (they can fly up to 150 km per day)
and, if good rains fall and ecological conditions become favourable,
rapidly reproduce and increase some 20-fold in three months.
Threat to Vegetation: Locust adults can eat their own weight
every day, i.e. about two grams of fresh vegetation per day. A
very small swarm eats as much in one day as about 35,000
people, posing a devastating threat to crops and food security.

Locust Warning Organisation (LWO):
 The British Government of Imperial India established a locust
warning organization in the year 1939 with its Hqs at Karachi
(undivided India), after the ravages and depredation of the Desert
locust plague of 1926-1931.
 The main function of this organization at that time was to keep
surveillance in the Thar Desert and issuance of warning to the
then Indian states about the possibility of the Desert locust swarms
incursion, movement and breeding.
 The last major outbreak of locusts took place in Rajasthan in
1993, according to the LWO.
About Food and Agriculture Organization FAO :
In 1945, Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) was created In Quebec
City, Canada, by the first session of the newly created United Nations.
FAO is a specialized agency of the United Nations that leads international
efforts to defeat hunger.
FAO is also a source of knowledge and information, and helps developing
countries in transition modernize and improve agriculture, forestry and
fisheries practices, ensuring good nutrition and food security for all.
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************
1.15

One nation –one ration card:

Why in News? Government all set to implement “One nation-one ration
card” scheme throughout India by 30th June, 2020.
About the scheme:
One Nation One Ration Card (RC) will ensure all beneficiaries especially
migrants can access PDS across the nation from any PDS shop of
their own choice.
Benefits: no poor person is deprived of getting subsidised foodgrains
under the food security scheme when they shift from one place to
another. It also aims to remove the chance of anyone holding more
than one ration card to avail benefits from different states.
Significance: This will provide freedom to the beneficiaries as they will
not be tied to any one PDS shop and reduce their dependence on shop
owners and curtail instances of corruption.
Challenges:
Prone to corruption: Every state has its own rules for Public
Distribution System (PDS). If ‘One Nation, One Ration Card’ is
implemented, it will further boost corruption in an already corrupted
Public Distribution System.
The scheme will increase the woes of the common man and, the
middlemen and corrupt PDS shop owners will exploit them.
Tamil Nadu has opposed the proposal of the Centre, saying it would
result in undesirable consequences and is against federalism.

************
1.16

AFSPA :

Why in News?

Centre has declared entire State of Nagaland a
‘disturbed area’ for a period of 6 more months under Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act (AFSPA).
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What does the AFSPA mean?
 In simple terms, AFSPA gives armed forces the power to maintain
public order in “disturbed areas”.
Powers given to armed forces:
 They have the authority to prohibit a gathering of five or more
persons in an area, can use force or even open fire after giving due
warning if they feel a person is in contravention of the law.
 If reasonable suspicion exists, the army can also arrest a person
without a warrant; enter or search premises without a warrant; and
ban the possession of firearms.
 Any person arrested or taken into custody may be handed over to
the officer in charge of the nearest police station along with a report
detailing the circumstances that led to the arrest.
What is a “disturbed area” and who has the power to declare it?
 A disturbed area is one which is declared by notification under
Section 3 of the AFSPA. An area can be disturbed due to
differences or disputes between members of different religious,
racial, language or regional groups or castes or communities.
 The Central Government, or the Governor of the State or
administrator of the Union Territory can declare the whole or part
of the State or Union Territory as a disturbed area.
 A suitable notification would have to be made in the Official
Gazette. As per Section 3, it can be invoked in places where “the
use of armed forces in aid of the civil power is necessary”.
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What’s the origin of AFSPA?
 The Act came into force in the context of increasing violence in the
Northeastern States decades ago, which the State governments
found difficult to control. The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Bill
was passed by both the Houses of Parliament and it was approved
by the President on September 11, 1958. It became known as the
Armed Forces Special Powers Act, 1958.
What has been the role of the judiciary?
 There were questions about the constitutionality of AFSPA, given
that law and order is a state subject. The Supreme Court has
upheld the constitutionality of AFSPA in a 1998 judgement (Naga
People’s Movement of Human Rights v. Union of India).
 In this judgement, the Supreme Court arrived at certain
conclusions including .
(a) A suo-motto declaration can be made by the Central government,
however, it is desirable that the state government should be consulted by
the central government before making the declaration;
(b) AFSPA does not confer arbitrary powers to declare an area as a
‘disturbed area’;
(c) The declaration has to be for a limited duration and there should be a
periodic review of the declaration 6 months have expired;
(d) While exercising the powers conferred upon him by AFSPA, the
authorised officer should use minimal force necessary for effective action,
and
(e) The authorised officer should strictly follow the ‘Dos and Don’ts’
issued by the army.
Has there been any review of the Act?
 On November 19, 2004, the Central government appointed a fivemember committee headed by Justice B P Jeevan Reddy to review
the provisions of the act in the north eastern states.
 The committee submitted its report in 2005, which included
the following recommendations:
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(a) AFSPA should be repealed and appropriate provisions should be
inserted in the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967;
(b) The Unlawful Activities Act should be modified to clearly specify the
powers of the armed forces and paramilitary forces and
(c) Grievance cells should be set up in each district where the armed
forces are deployed.
 The 5th report of the Second Administrative Reforms Commission
on public order has also recommended the repeal of the AFSPA.
 These recommendations have not been implemented.

************
1.17

Marginal hike in MSP for 14 kharif crops :

Why in News?

The Centre has hiked the minimum support price
(MSP) for paddy by less than 4% to Rs 1,815 per quintal for the 201920 season. The Rs 65 per quintal increase is much lower than last year’s
hike of Rs 200 per quintal, but will ensure that the MSP remains exactly
50% above the cost of production, not including land costs.
The decision was taken by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs
recently. MSPs were hiked for 14 major crops of the kharif or summer
season, to ensure they remain at a level that is 1.5 times the cost of
production.
About the Minimum support price (MSP) :
 In theory, an MSP is the minimum price set by the Government at
which farmers can expect to sell their produce for the season.
 When market prices fall below the announced MSPs, procurement
agencies step in to procure the crop and ‘support’ the prices.
Who announces?
 The Cabinet Committee of Economic Affairs announces MSP for
various crops at the beginning of each sowing season based on the
recommendations of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and
Prices (CACP).
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 The CACP takes into account demand and supply, the cost of
production and price trends in the market among other things
when fixing MSPs.
Importance :
 Price volatility makes life difficult for farmers. Though prices of agri
commodities may soar while in short supply, during years of
bumper production, prices of the very same commodities plummet.
 MSPs ensure that farmers get a minimum price for their produce in
adverse markets. MSPs have also been used as a tool by the
Government to incentivise farmers to grow crops that are in
short supply.
Challenges:
 The government wants to save water but it seems to be unaware of
the ground realities.
 If the government wants farmers to give up rice and cultivate
some other crop then there needs to be a mechanism to
purchase the alternative crop at MSP.
 The State government should enact a law, which guarantees that
the produce of farmer is purchased at MSP.
 Farmers will only leave rice cultivation if they are sure of reaping
more profit with the alternative crop (maize and tuar), which the
government is suggesting.

************
1.18

Privilege Motion:

Why in News? Trinamool MP Mahua Moitra has recently moved a
breach of privilege motion in the Lok Sabha against a private Hindi
news channel and its Editor for reporting that her first speech in
Parliament was plagiarised.
What is a privilege motion?
 Parliamentary privileges are certain rights and immunities enjoyed
by members of Parliament, individually and collectively, so that
they can “effectively discharge their functions”.
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 When any of these rights and immunities are disregarded, the
offence is called a breach of privilege and is punishable under law
of Parliament.
Who can move it? How?
 A notice is moved in the form of a motion by any member of either
House against those being held guilty of breach of privilege. Each
House also claims the right to punish as contempt actions which,
while not breach of any specific privilege, are offences against its
authority and dignity.
What are the rules governing privilege?
 Rule No 222 in Chapter 20 of the Lok Sabha Rule Book and
correspondingly Rule 187 in Chapter 16 of the Rajya Sabha
rulebook governs privilege.
 It says that a member may, with the consent of the Speaker or the
Chairperson, raise a question involving a breach of privilege
either of a member or of the House or of a committee thereof.
 The rules however mandate that any notice should be relating to an
incident of recent occurrence and should need the intervention of
the House. Notices have to be given before 10 am to the
Speaker or the Chairperson.
What is the role of the Speaker/Rajya Sabha Chair?
 The Speaker/RS chairperson is the first level of scrutiny of a privilege
motion.
 The Speaker/Chair can decide on the privilege motion himself or
herself or refer it to the privileges committee of Parliament.
 If the Speaker/Chair gives consent under Rule 222, the member
concerned is given an opportunity to make a short statement.

What is the privileges committee?
 In the Lok Sabha, the Speaker nominates a committee of privileges
consisting of 15 members as per respective party strengths. A
report is then presented to the House for its consideration.
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 The Speaker may permit a half-hour debate while considering the
report. The Speaker may then pass final orders or direct that the
report be tabled before the House.
 A resolution may then be moved relating to the breach of privilege
that has to be unanimously passed.
 In the Rajya Sabha, the deputy chairperson heads the committee
of privileges, that consists of 10 members.

************
1.19
Zero Budget Natural Farming :
Why in News? The finance minister has emphasized the importance of
zero budget farming in the country. It is already being practiced in some
states.
What is Zero Budget Natural Farming?
 Zero Budget Natural Farming, as the name implies, is a method of
farming where the cost of growing and harvesting plants is
zero.
 This means that farmers need not purchase fertilizers and
pesticides in order to ensure the healthy growth of crops.
 It is, basically, a natural farming technique that uses biological
pesticides instead of chemical-based fertilizers. Farmers use
earthworms, cow dung, urine, plants, human excreta and such
biological fertilizers for crop protection. It reduces farmers’
investment. It also protects the soil from degradation.
Benefits of Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF):
 As both a social and environmental programme, it aims to ensure
that farming – particularly smallholder farming – is economically
viable by enhancing farm biodiversity and ecosystem services.
 It reduces farmers’ costs through eliminating external inputs and
using in-situ resources to rejuvenate soils.
 It increases incomes and restore ecosystem health through diverse
multi-layered cropping systems.
 Cow dung from local cows has proven to be a miraculous cure
to revive the fertility and nutrient value of soil. One gram of
cow dung is believed to have anywhere between 300 to 500 crore
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beneficial micro-organisms. These micro-organisms decompose the
dried biomass on the soil and convert it into ready-to-use nutrients
for plants.
 Resilient food systems are the need of the day given the
variability of the monsoons due to global warming and declining
groundwater in large parts of India. The drought-prone regions in
India are reportedly seeing promising changes already in farms
with the ZBNF.
Zero budget natural farming requires only 10 per cent water and 10
per cent electricity than what is required under chemical and organic
farming. ZBNF may improve the potential of crops to adapt to and be
produced for evolving climatic conditions.
The four-wheels of zero budget natural farming require locally
available materials:
1. Water vapour condensation for better soil moisture.
2. Seed treatment with cow dung and urine-based formulations.
3. Mulching and soil aeration for favourable soil conditions.
4. Ensure soil fertility through cow dung and cow urine-based
concoctions.
Government initiatives to support ZBNF:
 Government of India has been promoting organic farming in the
country through the dedicated schemes of Paramparagat Krishi
Vikas Yojana (PKVY) since 2015-16 and also through Rashtriya
Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY).
 In the revised guidelines of PKVY scheme during the year 2018,
various organic farming models like Natural Farming, Rishi
Farming, Vedic Farming, Cow Farming, Homa Farming, Zero
Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF) etc. have been included wherein
flexibility is given to states to adopt any model of Organic Farming
including ZBNF depending on farmer’s choice.
 Under the RKVY scheme, organic farming/ natural farming project
components are considered by the respective State Level
Sanctioning Committee (SLSC) according to their priority/ choice.

************
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1.20

CPCB pulls up 52 firms over handling of waste:

Why in News?

The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) has
pulled up 52 companies — including Amazon, Flipkart, Danone Foods
and Beverages and Patanjali Ayurved Limited — for not specifying a
timeline or a plan to collect the plastic waste that results from their
business activities.
About:
 The Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016, (which was amended
in 2018) prescribed by the Union Environment Ministry, says that
companies that use plastic in their processes — packaging and
production — have a responsibility to ensure that any resulting
plastic waste is safely disposed of.
 Under this system — called the Extended Producers
Responsibility (EPR) — companies have to specify collection
targets as well as a time-line for this process within a year of the
rules coming into effect on March 2016. The plastic waste can be
collected by the company or outsourced to an intermediary.
About the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) :
 The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) of India is a
statutory organization works under the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change (Mo.E.F.C).
 It is the apex organization in the country in the field of pollution
control.
 CPCB was established in 1974 under the Water (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act, 1974.
 The CPCB is also committed with the powers and functions under
the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981.
 It has its head office in New Delhi, with seven zonal offices and
5 laboratories.
1. It implements technical services to the Ministry of Environment
and Forests under the provisions of the Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986.
2. It is responsible for maintaining national standards under a variety
of environmental laws, in consultation with zonal offices,
tribal, and local governments.
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3. It has responsibilities to conduct monitoring of water and air
quality and maintains monitoring data.
About the Extended Producer Responsibility( EPR):
The term was first introduced in the early 90s, but its importance has
been highlighted during the last decade. It was intended primarily to
provide incentives for manufacturers to design products that are more
reusable and recyclable.
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
defines Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) as an environmental
protection strategy in which a manufacturer’s responsibility for a
product is extended to the post-consumer stage of a product’s life cycle.

************
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International

2.

2.1 India to impose retaliatory tariffs on 29 American goods :
Why in news? India has decided to impose retaliatory tariffs on 29
goods imported from the U.S. from June 16 onwards.
What are the retaliatory tariffs?
A tax that government charges on imports to punish another country for
charging tax on its own exports:

How will it impact?
 If the Indian government goes ahead with retaliatory tariffs, 29
items imported from the US will face higher duties, cutting
benefits to U.S. exporters.
 According to the Trade Promotion Council of India (TPCI), the
impact of the retaliatory tariffs imposed by India on the U.S. would
amount to about $290 million.
 The tariffs on the 29 goods — including walnuts, apples, and
some pulses — were initially announced in June 2018 in
retaliation to U.S. President Donald Trump’s decision in March that
year to impose higher import tariffs on Indian aluminium and steel.
About the Trade Promotion Council of India :
 India Trade Promotion Organisation (ITPO), headquartered at
Pragati Maidan, is the nodal agency of the Government of India
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under aegis of Ministry of Commerce and Industry (India) for
promoting country's external trade.
 ITPO is a Mini-Ratna Category-1 Central Public Sector
Enterprise (CPSE) with 100 percent shareholding of Government
of India.
 TPCI is an apex trade and investment promotion organization
notified in the Foreign Trade Policy. TPCI is also recognized and
supported by the Department of Commerce, Govt. of India.
 We work towards facilitating the growth of Indian industry with
global investment & trade opportunities. The council provides
strategies for expanding business internationally, by organizing
specialized business events and simultaneously working with the
Government by providing policy suggestions which are
essentially based on inputs collated from research and industry
stakeholders.

************
2.2

International Pulsar Timing Array (IPTA) :

Why in news? National Centre for Radio Astrophysics (NCRA) held the
five-day annual International Pulsar Timing Array (IPTA) meet from
June 17 to 21.
Radio astronomy is a subfield of astronomy that studies celestial objects
at radio frequencies.
 The meet is a collaboration of radio astronomers from a dozen
countries across the globe.
 It uses more than 12 radio telescopes all over the world with an
aim to detect ultra-low frequency gravitational waves.
 Ultra-low frequency Gravitational Waves are wrinkles in spacetime produced by two massive black holes, each revolving around
the other.
 Such black holes, which weigh billion times more than Sun, are
found in the centres of colliding galaxies.
 These waves affect radio pulses from 10km size stars called radio
pulsars by changing ever so slightly the period of radio pulsation of
these stars.
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About the NCRA:
 The National Centre for Radio Astrophysics (NCRA) of India is a
premier research institution in India in the field of radio astronomy
is located in Pune.
 It is part of the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Mumbai,
India.
 NCRA has an active research program in many areas of Astronomy
and Astrophysics, which includes studies of the Sun,
Interplanetary scintillations, pulsars, the Interstellar medium,
Active galaxies and cosmology and particularly in the specialized
field of Radio Astronomy and Radio instrumentation.
 NCRA has set up the Giant Metre-wave Radio Telescope (GMRT),
the world's largest telescope operating at meter wavelengths located
at Khodad, 80 km from Pune.
 NCRA also operates the Ooty Radio Telescope (ORT), which is a
large Cylindrical Telescope located near Udhagamandalam, India.

************
2.3

India to host UN meet on land degradation:

Why in news? India for the first time will host the 14th session of the
Conference of Parties (COP-14) of the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification (UNCCD) in September, 2019.
About:
Presidency: India will be taking over the COP presidency from China for
the next two years until the next COP is hosted in 2021.
Participants: At least 5,000 delegates from nearly 197 countries will be
participating in the event which will be held between 29th August to 14th
September 2019 at India Expo Mart Limited, Greater Noida.
Function: One of the primary functions of COP-14 is to review reports
submitted by Conference of Parties to convention and detailing how they
are carrying out their commitments.
India’s Land Degradation Problems: India faces a severe problem of land
degradation (meaning the soil becoming unfit for cultivation).
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The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) in its 2016 report found
that over 29% of India’s land (in 2011-2013) was degraded which was
0.57% increase from year 2003-2005.
India’s Flagship Project:
 Ahead of COP-14, the ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEFCC) has launched a flagship project which
is a part of a larger international initiative called ‘Bonn Challenge’.
 It is aimed at enhancing India’s capacity for Forest Landscape
Restoration (FLR). During the pilot phase of project (initial 3.5
years), it will be implemented in Haryana, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Nagaland and Karnataka.
 Thus initially, the project will be aimed at developing and adapting
best practices and monitoring protocols for country, and building
capacity within 5 pilot States.
 Later, it will eventually be scaled up across the country through
subsequent phases of project. The project will be implemented by
MoEFCC in partnership with International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN).
About Bonn Challenge:
 It is a global effort towards bringing 150 million hectares of
world’s degraded and deforested land under restoration by the year
2020 and 350 million hectares by 2030.
 At COP-13 (2015) in Paris, India also joined the voluntary Bonn
Challenge pledge and had committed towards restoring 13 million
hectares (MH) of degraded and deforested land by year 2020,
and an additional 8 million hectares (MH) by 2030. India’s
pledge is one of the largest in Asia.
Major UN Conventions :
The United Nations has 3 major Conventions4. UN Framework Convention on Climate Climate Change (UNFCCC)
5. UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).
6. United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)–
It was established in 1994, and at present has 197 parties working
towards maintaining effects of drought. It is the only legally binding
international agreement that links environment and development
issues to land agenda.
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United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) :
 Established in 1994, the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD) is the sole legally binding international
agreement linking environment and development to sustainable land
management.
 The Convention addresses specifically the arid, semi-arid and dry
sub-humid areas, known as the drylands, where some of the most
vulnerable ecosystems and peoples can be found.

************
2.4

India to be most populous by 2027: UN

Why in news? According to the UN’s recent report India is set to
overtake China as the most populous country by 2027 and will have
almost 1.64 billion inhabitants by 2050.

Details of the report:
 India is expected to add 273 million people by 2050.
 China, on the other hand, is expected to become smaller, dropping
from its current 1.43 billion people to approximately 1.4 billion by
2050.
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 While India may have the highest absolute increase in numbers,
its rate of growth is slowing.
 The rate of population growth is the highest in sub-Saharan Africa,
where the fertility rate stand at 4.6 births per woman over a
lifetime.
 India is still among the countries where the working-age population
(25-64 years) is growing faster than other groups, creating an
opportunity for accelerated economic growth.
 The “demographic dividend” will peak by 2047 in the Asian
region.
Globally, it’s the post-working-age group that is growing the fastest.
 By 2050, one in six people will be above 65, compared with one in
11 people in 2019.
 In 2018, for the first time in history, people above 65
outnumbered children under five years of age.
 By 2050, the number of people over 80 is expected to triple to
426 million.
 By 2050, almost 50 countries are expected to have less than two
working-age people to support every person above 65.

************
2.5

FATF Membership :

Why in News?

Saudi Arabia has become the first Arab country to be
granted full membership of the Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) following the group’s annual general meeting in the US.
 The kingdom’s accession came as the global money laundering
watchdog celebrated the 30th anniversary of its first meeting
held in Paris in 1989.
 Saudi Arabia had received an invitation from the FATF at the
beginning of 2015 to join as an “observer member“.
About FATF:
 The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an inter-governmental
body established in 1989 on the initiative of the G7.
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It is a “policy-making body” which works to generate the
necessary political will to bring about national legislative and
regulatory reforms in various areas.
 The FATF Secretariat is housed at the OECD headquarters in Paris.
Objectives:
The objectives of the FATF are to set standards and promote effective
implementation of legal, regulatory and operational measures for
combating money laundering, terrorist financing and other related
threats to the integrity of the international financial system.
Functions:
 The FATF monitors the progress of its members in implementing
necessary measures, reviews money laundering and terrorist
financing techniques and counter-measures and promotes the
adoption and implementation of appropriate measures globally.
 In collaboration with other international stakeholders, the FATF
works to identify national-level vulnerabilities with the aim of
protecting the international financial system from misuse.
What is blacklist and grey list?
FATF maintains two different lists of countries: those that have
deficiencies in their AML/CTF regimes, but they commit to an action
plan to address these loopholes, and those that do not end up doing
enough. The former is commonly known as grey list and latter as
blacklist.
Once a country is blacklisted, FATF calls on other countries to apply
enhanced due diligence and counter measures, increasing the cost of
doing business with the country and in some cases severing it altogether.

************
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2.6

India’s Rank in Swiss bank :

Why in News?

India has moved down one place to 74th rank in
terms of money parked by its citizens and enterprises with Swiss
banks, while the U.K. has retained its top position, as per data
released by the central banking authority of the Alpine nation.
About:
 India was ranked 73rd last year, after jumping from its 88th rank
a year ago.
 An analysis of the latest annual banking statistics released by the
Swiss National Bank (SNB) shows that India remains ranked very
low when it comes to money parked by Indian individuals and
enterprises in Swiss banks, including through their India-based
branches, while accounting for just about 0.07 per cent of the
aggregate funds parked by all foreign clients of Switzerland-based
banks.
 In comparison, the top-ranked UK accounted for more than 26 per
cent of the total foreign funds parked with Swiss banks at the end
of 2018.
 Among the top-ranked jurisdictions, the UK is followed by the US,
West Indies, France and Hong Kong in the top five.
 The top-five countries alone account for more than 50 per cent of
the aggregate foreign funds parked with the Swiss banks, while the
top-10 account for nearly two-thirds.
 The top-15 countries account for nearly 75 per cent of all foreign
money in Swiss banks, while the contribution of the top-30 is
almost 90 per cent.
 The top-10 countries also include Bahamas,
Luxembourg, Cayman Islands and Singapore.

Germany,

 Among the five-nation BRICS block of emerging economies, India is
ranked the lowest while Russia is ranked the highest at 20th
place, followed by China at 22nd, South Africa at 60th and Brazil
at 65th place in terms of amount of money parked by their
residents and enterprises at the end of 2018.
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However, several of India’s neighbouring nations are ranked lower, with
Pakistan ranking 82nd, Bangladesh 89th, Nepal 109th, Sri Lanka 141st,
Myanmar 187th and Bhutan 193rd.
About the Swiss National Bank (SNB) :
 The Swiss National Bank (SNB) is the central bank of Switzerland,
and is therefore responsible for the monetary policy of the nation
of Switzerland and also for the issuing of Swiss franc
banknotes.

************
2.7

Commercial Whaling :

Why in News?

Japan resumes commercial whaling after three
decades as it withdrew from the International Whaling Commission
(IWC) last year.
About :
 Whale hunting was banned in 1986 by the IWC due to dwindling
whale populations, with a worldwide moratorium placed on the
practice to allow the species to rebound.
 But Japan then began what it called scientific whaling.
 Japan has been whaling in their own waters every year, despite
the moratorium on whaling in 1986.
 Whaling is deeply ingrained in Japanese culinary culture and the
Whale meat also served as critical sources of protein in the postwar period as the nation grappled with poverty.
 The Japanese government was trying hard to persuade the IWC to
allow its commercial whaling operations.
 IWC refused to budge and rejected the proposal which made Japan
to move out of IWC.
 The World Wide Fund for Nature estimates nearly 32,000
whales have been killed by whaling since the moratorium was
imposed.
 Iceland and Norway are the only other nations which allow
commercial whaling.
 Whales are directly affected by climate change, plastic pollution,
oil exploration, industrial fishing and habitat loss.
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International Whaling Commission (IWC):
 The IWC is the global body charged with the conservation of whales
and the management of whaling.
 The IWC was set up under the International Convention for the
Regulation of Whaling which was signed in 1946.
 In 1986, IWC adopted a moratorium on commercial whaling to protect
the world’s last remaining whales.
 In addition to regulation of whaling, today's IWC works to address a
wide range of conservation issues including bycatch and
entanglement, ocean noise, pollution and debris.

************
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3.

Economy

3.1 Economic Survey lays out blueprint for $5 trillion
economy:
Why in News?

The Economic Survey 2019 presented by Chief
Economic Adviser (CEA) Krishnamurthy Subramanian focuses on
moving to a “virtuous cycle” of savings, investments and exports to
transform India into a $5 trillion economy in the next five years.
 India’s GDP is forecast to expand by 7% in fiscal 2019-20, slightly
higher than the 6.8% in 2018-19.
 In his preface to the survey, the CEA said the team had been
guided by a ‘blue sky’ thought process, an unfettered approach to
thinking about the appropriate economic model for India.
About the Virtuous cycle:
 “When the economy is in a virtuous cycle, investment,
productivity growth, job creation, demand and exports feed into
each other and enable animal spirits in the economy to thrive,” the
survey’s authors wrote.
 “In contrast, when the economy is in a vicious cycle, moderation in
these variables dampens each other and thereby dampens the
animal spirits in the economy.”
 The terms virtuous circle and vicious circle (also referred to as
virtuous cycle and vicious cycle) refer to complex chains of events
that reinforce themselves through a feedback loop.
 A virtuous circle has favorable results, while a vicious circle has
detrimental results.
 Both circles are complex chains of events with no tendency toward
equilibrium (social, economic, ecological, etc.)—at least in the short
run. Both systems of events have feedback loops in which each
iteration of the cycle reinforces the previous one (positive feedback).
 These cycles will continue in the direction of their momentum until
an external factor intervenes and breaks the cycle.
 A well-known example of a vicious circle in economics is
hyperinflation.
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About the Crowding Out :
 In economics, crowding out is a phenomenon that occurs when
increased government involvement in a sector of the market economy
substantially affects the remainder of the market, either on the supply
or demand side of the market.
 One type frequently discussed is when expansionary fiscal policy
reduces investment spending by the private sector.
 The government spending is "crowding out" investment because it is
demanding more loanable funds and thus causing increased interest
rates and therefore reducing investment spending.
 This basic analysis has been broadened to multiple channels that
might leave total output little changed or even smaller.
 Other economists use "crowding out" to refer to government providing
a service or good that would otherwise be a business opportunity for
private industry, and be subject only to the economic forces seen in
voluntary exchange.

************
3.2

India to be a $5-trillion economy :

Why in News?

The government has announced that its main goal is
to make India a $5-trillion economy by the end of this term.
Present state:
 In 2014, India’s GDP was $1.85 trillion. Today it is $2.7 trillion
and India is the sixth-largest economy in the world.
 Essentially the reference is to the size of an economy as measured
by the annual GDP.
Are Indians the sixth-richest people in the world?
 No. That India is the sixth-largest economy does not necessarily
imply that Indians are the sixth-richest people on the planet.
 GDP per capita gives a better sense of how an average resident of
an economy might be fairing.
 It reveals a very different, and indeed a more accurate picture of the
level of prosperity in the respective economies.
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 For instance, on average, a UK resident’s income was 21 times
that of an average Indian in 2018.
 Still, the richest 1% of Indians own 58.4% of wealth. The richest
10 % of Indians own 80.7 % of the wealth.
Can India achieve the target by 2024?
The answer would depend essentially on the assumption about economic
growth.
 If India grows at 12% nominal growth (that is 8% real GDP growth
and 4% inflation), then from the 2018 level of $2.7 trillion, India
would reach the 5.33 trillion mark in 2024. India must keep
growing at a rapid pace to attain this target.
How will GDP per capita change when India hits the $5-trillion
mark?
 If by 2024 India’s GDP is $5.33 trillion and India’s population is
1.43 billion (according to UN population projection).
 India’s per capita GDP would be $3,727.
 This would be considerably more than what it is today; still it will
be lower than Indonesia’s GDP per capita in 2018.

************
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4.

Science & Technology

4.1

Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India ( BPPI) :

Why in News? The Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) has found 25
batches of drugs of 18 pharmaceutical companies to be of substandard
quality since January 2018.
BPPI
implements
the
Centre’s
flagship
affordable
scheme Pradhan Mantri Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP).

medicine

About PMBJP:
 ‘Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana’ is a campaign
launched by the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Govt. Of India, to
provide quality medicines at affordable prices to the masses
through special kendra’s known as Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan
Aushadhi Kendra.
 Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Kendra (PMBJK) have
been set up to provide generic drugs, which are available at lesser
prices but are equivalent in quality and efficacy as expensive
branded drugs.
 Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) is the implementing
agency of PMBJP.
About the Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI):
 BPPI is the implementing agency of Pradhan Mantri Janaushadhi
Pariyojana (PMBJP).
 BPPI was established in December, 2008 under the Department of
Pharmaceuticals, Government of India.
The Bureau has been registered as an independent society under the
Societies Registration Act, 1860 as a separate independent legal entity in
April, 2010.

Salient features of the scheme:
 Ensure access to quality medicines.
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 Extend coverage of quality generic medicines so as to reduce the
out of pocket expenditure on medicines and thereby redefine the
unit cost of treatment per person.
 Create awareness about generic medicines through education and
publicity so that quality is not synonymous with only high price.
 A public programme involving Government, PSUs, Private Sector,
NGO, Societies, Co-operative Bodies and other Institutions.
 Create demand for generic medicines by improving access to better
healthcare through low treatment cost and easy availability
wherever needed in all therapeutic categories.
What is a Generic Medicine?
Generic medicines are unbranded medicines which are equally safe and
having the same efficacy as that of branded medicines in terms of their
therapeutic value. The prices of generic medicines are much cheaper than
their branded equivalent.

Outreach of generic medicines:
 With developments like more and more doctors prescribing generic
medicines and opening of over 5050 Janaushadhi stores across
652 districts, awareness and availability of high quality affordable
generic medicines has increased in the country.
 About 10-15 lakh people benefit from Janaushadhi medicines per
day and the market share of generic medicines has grown over
three fold from 2% to 7% in last 3 years.
 The Janaushadhi medicines have played a big role in bringing
down the out of pocket expenditure of patients suffering from life
threatening diseases in India.
 The PMBJP scheme has led to total savings of approximately
Rs.1000 crores for common citizens, as these medicines are
cheaper by 50% to 90% of average market price.
 The PMBJP is also providing a good source of self-employment with
self-sustainable and regular earnings.
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************
4.2

‘Dots’ :

Why in news? A team of scientists in Assam has recently developed a
chemical process that turns ‘dirty’ coal into a biomedical ‘dot’ to help
detect cancer cells.
The team has applied for a patent for their chemical method of producing
carbon quantum dots (CQDs) from cheap, abundant, low-quality and
high-sulphur coals.
What are CQDs? CQDs are carbon-based nanomaterials whose size is
less than 10 nm, or nanometre.
What are the Advantages/ Applications of CQDs?
 Carbon-based nanomaterials are used as diagnostic tools for bioimaging, especially in detecting cancer cells, for chemical sensing
and in opto-electronics.
 The developed fluorescent carbon nanomaterials will be at onetwentieth the cost of imported CQDs.
 A few chemical companies in the U.S. and Japan have been
manufacturing CQDs.
 They emit a bluish colour with “high-stability, good-conductivity,
low-toxicity, environmental friendliness, and good optical
properties.
 The CSIR-NEIST technology can produce approximately 1 litre of
CQDs per day at a low cost to become an import substitute.

************
4.3

Arogyapacha :

Why in News?

Scientists from the University of Kerala have
recently decoded the genetic make-up of Arogyapacha ( Trichopus
zeylanicus ), a highly potent medicinal plant endemic to the Agasthya
hills.
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Significance of Arogyapacha:
 This ‘miracle plant’ is known for its traditional use by the Kani
tribal community to combat fatigue.
 Studies have also proved its varied spectrum of pharmacological
properties such as anti-oxidant, aphrodisiac, anti-microbial, antiinflammatory, immunomodulatory, anti-tumour, anti-ulcer, antihyperlipidemic, hepatoprotective and anti-diabetic.
Kani tribal community- They live around the Agasthya hills in Kerala.
These tribes were also recently in news when women trekkers of Kani Tribe
were allowed to access Agasthyakoodam hill.

************

4.4

China’s new ballistic missile : JL-3

Why in News?

China has successfully tested its latest submarinelaunched ballistic missile, the JL-3.
About the JL-3:
 Military experts told the daily that the JL-3 is China’s latest
SLBM under development that is expected to reach targets farther
away with higher accuracy and capable of carrying more warheads
than China’s current SLBMs.
 The SLBM might have a range of up to 14,000 km and be
equipped with 10 independent guided nuclear warheads;
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About the JL-3 :
 The JL-3 'Giant Wave 3' is a Chinese third-generation
intercontinental-range submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM)
in development. It will likely deploy on the Type 096, a predicted
future class of Chinese ballistic missile submarine.
 The missile is solid-fueled and has a reported range of 7,400 mi
(11,900 km), thus able to reach all U.S. mainland targets.
 The JL-3 is expected to carry multiple, independently targetable
reentry vehicles—warheads capable of targeting numerous locations.
 The first test flight occurred on 24 November 2018 in the Bohai Sea;
it was likely a test of the launch tube's cold-launch ejection system.
 On 2 June 2019, U.S. intelligence agencies assessed another test off
the coast of northern China to be a JL-3 missile.

*************
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5.

Environment & Biodiversity

5.1

Compensatory Afforestation (CA) :

Why in News? Telangana woman forest officer, on plantation drive,
as a part of compensatory afforestation for the at Kaleshwaram project
site was thrashed by a mob.
About:
 It refers to afforestation and regeneration activities carried out as a
way of compensating for forest land diverted to non-forest
purposes.
 As per the Forest (Conservation) Act 1980, whenever a forest
land is to be diverted for non-forestry purposes, the equivalent non
forest land has to be identified for compensatory afforestation.
 In case, non-forest land for CA is not available in the same district,
non-forest land for CA is to be identified anywhere else in the
State/Union.
 Any project proponent, government or private must apply for forest
clearance from Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF),
before the conversion of land take place.
 If clearance is given, then compensation for the lost forest land is
also to be decided by the ministry and the regulators.
 The scheme for compensatory afforestation should contain the
following details,
1. Details of equivalent non-forest or degraded forest land identified
for raising compensatory afforestation.
2. Delineation of proposed area on a suitable map.
3. Agency responsible for afforestation.
4. Details of work schedule proposed for compensatory afforestation.
5. Cost structure of plantation, provision of funds and the mechanism
to ensure that the funds will be utilised for raising afforestation.
6. Details of proposed monitoring mechanism.
National CAMPA Advisory Council has been established as per the
Supreme Court order with the following mandate,
1. Lay down broad guidelines for State CAMPA.
2. Facilitate scientific, technological and other assistance that may be
required by State CAMPA.
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3. Make recommendations to State CAMPA based on a review of their
plans and programmes.
4. Provide a mechanism to State CAMPA to resolve issues of an interstate or Centre-State character.
 State CAMPA has been constituted across the states.
 The State CAMPA would administer the amount received from the
Adhoc CAMPA and utilize the funds collected for undertaking
compensatory afforestation.
 The prime task of State CAMPA would be regenerating natural
forests and building up the institution engaged in this task in the
State Forest Department.
 The government enacted Compensatory Afforestation Fund Act
2016 to provide a proper institutional mechanism for
compensatory afforestation matters.
 It established the National Compensatory Afforestation Fund under
the Public Account of India, and a State Compensatory
Afforestation Fund under the Public Account of each state.
 The act also provides for annual audit of the accounts by the
Comptroller and Auditor General.
 The funds for CA are to be recovered from the user agencies on the
basis of the rates fixed by the State Forest Department.
 The money received is to be used as per site specific schemes
submitted by the State along with the approved proposals for
diversion of forest land.
 To compensate for the loss of tangible as well as intangible benefits
from the forest lands which has been diverted for non forest use,
the net present value of the land is to be recovered from the user to
adequately compensate for the loss of natural forests.
 Net Present Value (NPV) of the diverted forest is calculated for a
period of 50 years.
 An expert committee calculates the NPV for every patch of forest.
 Availability of these funds will help in creation of more than 15
crores man-days of direct employment, as per the Government data
(press release dated 28 July 2016)
 Majority of employment will be generated in tribal dominated and
backward areas of the country.
 It will thus help in improvement of the overall living standards of
the forest dependent communities.

************
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6.

Important Facts for Prelims

6.1

National Thowheeth Jama'ath (NTJ) :

 National Thowheeth Jama'ath was a Sri Lankan jihadist group
implicated in the 2019 Sri Lanka Easter bombings.
 It is believed to have ties with Islamic State.
 The Sri Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena banned National
Thowheed Jamath on 27 April 2019 and designated it as a
terrorist organisation as well as Jammiyathul Millathu Ibrahim.

6.2

Indian Roofed turtle :
 The Indian Roofed turtle is a part of the Asian river turtle family,
Geoemydidae. It is most commonly found in Southeast Asia
(India, Bangladesh).
 It is locally known as the Kori Kaitta.
 Indian Roofed turtles often have green shells, red or orange
plastrons (underbelly that connects to shell) and black and yellowstriped heads.

6.3

PC4 Protein :

 Autophagy Pathway is a molecular mechanism which recycles
unnecessary or dysfunctional cell components.
 When a cell experiences stress, its DNA gets damaged, Cells with
damaged DNA can either die or can activate the autophagy pathway
and recycle the damaged cell components and survive.
 According to recent discovery absence or down regulation of a
particular protein positive co-activator 4 (PC4) is responsible for
enhanced autophagy.
 Lack of PC4 protein leads to irregular nuclear shape and defects in
chromosome distribution in daughter cells.

6.4

Hypoglycin A :

 Hypoglycin A is a naturally occurring amino acid derivative found
in the unripened fruit of the Ackee tree and in the seeds of the box
elder tree.
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 methylene cyclo propyl glycine, MCPG,
hypoglycin A) is naturally present in litchi fruit.

also

known

as

About the Hypoglycin A:
 Hypoglycin A is a naturally occurring amino acid derivative found in
the unripened fruit of the Ackee tree (Blighia sapida) and in the seeds
of the box elder tree (Acer negundo).
 It is toxic if ingested, and is the causative agent of Jamaican
vomiting sickness.
 A 2017 Lancet report established a link between the consumption of
unripened lychees (containing hypoglycin A or methylene cyclo
propyl glycine (MCPG) resulting in hypoglycaemia and death from
acute toxic encephalopathy.

6.5

Global Peace Index 2019 :

 Global Peace Index is released by the Australian think tank
Institute for Economics & Peace.
 The report covers 99.7 per cent of the world’s population and
uses 23 qualitative and quantitative indicators from highly
respected sources to compile the index.
 It ranks countries according to their level of peacefulness based on
three thematic domains:
1. The level of societal safety and security.
2. The extent of ongoing domestic and international conflict.
3. The degree of militarization.
 India’s rank has slipped five places to 141 this year.
 According to the report, Iceland remains the most peaceful country
in the world, a position it has held since 2008.
 Afghanistan is now the least peaceful country in the world,
replacing Syria, which is now the second least peaceful.

6.6

Abujh Marias Tribes :

 Abujh Marias are Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG)
community living in Abujhmarh forest, Bastar region of
Chhattisgarh. Abujh Marias have their own governance structure.
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 Since Abujh Marias is a PVTG community, they are entitled to the
habitat rights under the Forest Rights Act (FRA).
 Recently Chhattisgarh government has initiated the processing of
habitat rights for Abujh Marias, a (PVTG).

6.7

The Grey wolf (Canis Lupus) :

 It is found in Sundarbans, West Bengal. It was recently killed in
Banglasesh.
 It is also known as the ‘Timber Wolf’ & is the largest of the wild
dog family.
 The Grey Wolf is listed as an endangered species under the 1973
Endangered Species Act as they continue to be hunted in many
areas of the world as a perceived threat to livestock, humans and
also for sport.
.

6.8

Libra :

 It is a Cryptocurrency to be launched by Facebook .
 Facebook has announced a digital currency called Libra that will
allow its billions of users to make financial transactions across
the globe, in a move that could potentially shake up the world’s
banking system.
 DigiCurrency: Facebook’s cryptocurrency Libra willallow smartp
hone users to buy services digitally from their phone.
 DigitalWallet: Libra
will
be
stored
in
a digital
wallet called Calibra.

6.9

Operation Hidden Idol :

 It is related to illegally stolen valuable cultural properties from
several nations that were sold in USA.
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6.10

Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) :

 SOFAs are multilateral or bilateral agreements that generally
establish the framework under which U.S. military personnel
operate in a foreign country and how domestic laws of the foreign
jurisdiction apply toward U.S. personnel in that country

6.11

U.P. site exected to get ‘National Importance’ tag :

 An ancient site with chariots, swords and other objects pointing to
the presence of a warrior class around 4,000 years ago at
Sadikpur Sinauli in Uttar Pradesh's Baghpat district could be
declared a site of national importance soon

6.12

‘

Cat Fox’ a new species :

 The "cat-fox," also known as the "ghjattu-volpe’, was recently
identified as a new species in the French island of Corsica.

6.13

KH – 9 HEXAGONS :

 KH-9 HEXAGON commonly known as Big Bird or Keyhole-9, was a
series of photographic reconnaissance satellites launched by the
United States between 1971 and 1986.

6.14

Operation Bandar (monkey) :

 It was IAF's code name for Balakot air strikes
 The Army also gave a code name ‘Operation Zafran" to alert the
border areas.
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6.15

Special 301 Report :

 The Special 301 Report is prepared annually by the Office of the
United States Trade Representative (USTR) that identifies trade
barriers to United States companies and products due to
the intellectual,property laws,suchas copyright, patents and trad
emarks, in other countries.

6.16

Locus standi :

 It means a person who approached the court should show himself
that he suffered a legal injury.
 The Locus standi says that a Writ can be filed by an effected
person. However, in case of Mandamus and Certiorari, it can be
filed by any person having a common interest with the case. Mere
interest is generally not sufficient to file the writ. The person
should have more interest than that of an ordinary member.
 A common citizen has the right to challenge an election if it is
held contrary to the provisions of law.

6.17

Kheoni Wild Life Sanctuary :

 It is located in Dewas district of Madhya Pradesh. The primary
fauna found in Kheoni Sanctuary are cheetal, sambhar, blue bull,
four-horned antelope, wild boar, barking deer, wolf etc.

6.18

‘Zero Chance’

 The Australian government is launching a campaign ‘Zero
Chance’ to raise awareness among people trying to enter the
country illegally by boats.
 The message of Zero Chance is simple. Anyone who tries to come
illegally to Australia by boat has zero chance of success.
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6.19

Amma Vodi:

 It is the financial assistance scheme of Andhra Pradesh government
to encourage the poor family students.
 In the Scheme, the mothers will be given Rs. 15000 annually as a
financial assistance if she sends her wards to school or college.
The amount will be given to the eligible mothers by the government

6.20

SHE Teams :

 SHE Teams is a division of Telangana Police for enhanced safety
and security of women. They also work to prevent child marriages
in Telangana State.
 The teams work in small groups to arrest eve teasers, stalkers and
harassers.
 They operate mainly in busy public areas in Hyderabad.

6.21

‘One Nation one Ration Card’ :

 The union govt. is working on a plan to launch a “One Nation One
Ration Card” scheme for beneficiaries to access to any PDS shop
across the country.
 The scheme is aimed at providing freedom to beneficiaries, as they
will not be tied to one PDS shop.
 It aims to reduce their dependence on shop owners and curtail
corruption.
 The biggest beneficiaries will be migrant workers who move to other
states to seek better job opportunities.

6.22

Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) :

 Acute
Encephalitis
Syndrome
(AES)
including
Japanese
Encephalitis (JE) is a group of clinically similar neurologic
manifestation caused by several different viruses, bacteria, fungus,
parasites, spirochetes, chemical/ toxins etc.
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 The outbreak of JE usually coincides with the monsoon and post
monsoon period when the density of mosquitoes increases while
encephalitis due to other viruses especially entero-viruses occurs
throughout the year as it is a water borne disease.
Who is affected?
 It predominantly affects population below 15 years.
 There is seasonal and geographical variation in the causative
organism.
 JEV has its endemic zones running along the Gangetic plain
including states of UP (east), Bihar, West Bengal and Assam, and
parts of Tamil Nadu.

6.23

The United States EB-5 visa:

 It is popularly called as the ‘Green Card for greenback’ scheme.
The EB-5 programme was created in 1990 with the approval of the
US Congress — America’s highest law-making body.
 It aims to boost the American economy by attracting investment
from foreign nationals and generating employment for locals.
 In 1992, its scope was widened through an Immigrant Investor
Programme, or the Regional Centre Programme.
 Simply put, the programme grants rich entrepreneurs — as well as
their spouses and unmarried children below the age of 21 — an
opportunity to bag the coveted U.S. Green Card (or status of
permanent residence) and Citizenship.
 The programme is named EB-5 as it is the fifth preference category
under the Employment-Based (EB) immigration visas.
 It is popularly called as the ‘Green Card for greenback’ scheme.
The EB-5 programme was created in 1990 with the approval of
the US Congress — America’s highest law-making body.
 It aims to boost the American economy by attracting investment
from foreign nationals and generating employment for locals.
 In 1992, its scope was widened through an Immigrant Investor
Programme, or the Regional Centre Programme.
 Simply put, the programme grants rich entrepreneurs — as well as
their spouses and unmarried children below the age of 21 — an
opportunity to bag the coveted U.S. Green Card (or status of
permanent residence) and Citizenship.
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 The programme is named EB-5 as it is the fifth preference category
under the Employment-Based (EB) immigration visas.

6.24

Demilitarized Zone :

 US President Donald Trump recently met North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un at the Demilitarized Zone.
 What is it? The DMZ, which runs across the Korean Peninsula, is
248 kilometres long and the 4 kilometres wide. Created as a buffer
at the close of the 1950-53 Korean War, it’s jointly overseen by the
American-led UN Command and North Korea.

6.25

Strum Ataka :

 India has signed a deal with Russia for acquiring Strum
Ataka anti-tank missile for its fleet of Mi-35 attack choppers of
Indian Air Force (IAF).

6.26

Garuda VI :

 It is a bilateral air exercise between Indian Air Force and French
air force. The latest edition is being held in France.
 It is aimed at enhancing interoperability level of French and Indian
crews in air defence and ground attack missions.

6.27

‘Namma Auto’:

 Chennai-based ‘Namma Auto’ has launched its services in
Coimbatore recently.
 Unlike in Chennai, the company would provide call-centre based
service where people could dial a number to avail of auto rickshaw
service. Every vehicle came with a driver, who would be polite
to customers, and GPS tracking facility.
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6.28

NAPRT1:

 After 18 years of research, Indian and Australian scientists have
identified a new gene directly linked to schizophrenia.
 Scientists from the University of Queensland in Australia and a
team of Indian researchers searched the genomes of over 3,000
individuals and found those with schizophrenia were more likely
to have a particular genetic variation.
 “This study identified a gene called NAPRT1 that encodes an
enzyme involved in vitamin B3 metabolism — we were also able to
find this gene in a large genomic dataset of schizophrenia patients
with European ancestry,”

6.29

France to impose green tax :

 French government is to impose a tax of up to €18 on plane
tickets for all flights from airports in France to fund lesspolluting transportation projects.
 The move, which will take effect from 2020, will see a tax of €1.5
imposed on economy-class tickets on internal flights and those
within Europe, with the highest tariff applied to business-class
travelers flying outside the bloc,
Green taxes:
 Green taxes are Pigovian Taxes, named after their inventor,
Arthur Pigou.
 Pigovian taxes are also known as sin taxes, and when applying
to the 'sin' of pollution, they can also be called Eco-taxes or
environmental taxes.
************
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Important facts for UPPCS (Pre – 2019):
 The Walled City of Jaipur, known for its iconic architectural legacy
and vibrant culture, has made its entry into the UNESCO World
Heritage Site list.
 Prime Minister constituted a committee of chief ministers for the
transformation of agriculture and raising farmers’ income. It will be
headed by Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis.
 The UK has started a green finance strategy for climate change by
setting out plans to increase investment in sustainable projects and
infrastructure.
 Jio and Facebook have joined hands to announce ‘Digital Udaan’ – a
digital literacy program in India which is aimed at first-time internet
users.
 India has signed a deal to acquire ‘Strum Ataka’ anti-tank missile
from Russia for its fleet of Mi-35 attack choppers.
 Maharashtra achieves first rank in NITI Aayog launched “Agricultural
Marketing and Farmer Friendly Reforms Index (AMFFRI)”.
 The UK parliament became the first national legislative body in the
world to declare a climate change “emergency.
 Former ISRO chairman A S Kiran Kumar was conferred
with France’s highest civilian award Chevalier de l’Ordre national
de la Lgion d’Honneur for his contribution to India-France space
cooperation.
 The article titled ‘Coalgate 2.0’ authored by Nileena M S and
published in The Caravan magazine in March last year has won
the ACJ Award for Investigative Journalism, 2018.
 American golfer Tiger Woods was bestowed with the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, US’ highest civilian honour, by President Donald
Trump at Rose Garden.
 G D ‘Robert’ Govender, an Indian-origin journalist in South Africa,
has been honoured in the UK with 2019 V K Krishna Menon
award for his outstanding contribution as a pioneer of decolonised
journalism.
 Singapore’s
parliament passed the Protection
from Online
Falsehood and Manipulation Act (POFMA), a move to tackle the
spread of online fake news.
 India has been re-elected as an observer to intergovernmental
forum Arctic Council.
Members:
Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden and the
United States are members of the Arctic Council. India’s National
Centre for Polar and Ocean Research, an institute under the
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Ministry of Earth Sciences, has set up a research station,
‘Himadri‘, in Svalbard in Norway .IPS officer Chhaya Sharma, who
led the investigation team of the infamous Nirbhaya gang-rape and
murder case, has been awarded the 2019 McCain Institute
Award for Courage and Leadership.
The National Technology Day was observed on May 11. The Mission
Shakti, also known as Operation Shakti was launched on 11th
May. The National Technology Day was coined by late Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.
The world’s first exclusive women’s cricket magazine ‘Criczone‘ was
released in Jaipur with Indian team vice-captain Smriti Mandhana
featuring as the cover story.
Pakistan off-spinner Sana Mir has become the most successful
women’s ODI spinner in history after she took her 147th wicket,
highest ever by any spinner in One-day International (ODI) cricket.
India delivered the first pair of replacement Mi-24 attack helicopters
to Afghanistan. India had first delivered the Mi-24 Helicopters to
Afghanistan in December 2015.
The Saudi government has approved for the first time a scheme
(The “Privileged Iqama” system) that gives permanent residency to
certain expatriates.
Indian YouTuber Ajey Nagar has been named by Time magazine
among its ‘Next Generation Leaders 2019’, a list of only 10 young
people from around the world who are making new paths in politics,
music and other spheres.
India cricket captain Virat Kohli and emerging wicket-keeper
batsman Rishabh Pant has been named as new official brand
ambassadors of the country’s leading wellness firm, the Himalaya
Drug Company.
United
Nations
Office
for
Disaster
Risk
Reduction
(UNDRR) conferred Sasakawa Award 2019 for Disaster Risk
Reduction to Dr. Pramod Kumar Mishra at Geneva.
Portuguese striker Cristiano Ronaldo was awarded the ‘Serie A
Player of the Year’ award.
UN Environment India and Wildlife Crime Control Bureau of
India launched an awareness campaign ‘Not all animals migrate by
choice’ to be displayed at major airports across the country.
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