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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(24thJULY) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 
Topic: For Prelims and Mains 

     Tiangong-2 : 

Why in News?  Tiangong-2 (“Heavenly Palace”) is a Chinese Space 
Laboratory. 

• It is an experimental space station which carried out research and 
human operations in Low Earth Orbit (LEO). 

• It was launched on September 2016 and it was orbited on July 19, 
2019 spent over 1,000 days in orbit. 

• It was brought down to Earth in a controlled fashion and burned up 
over the South Pacific Ocean by China. 

• It followed the Tiangong-1, China’s first space station, which crashed 
into the southern Pacific Ocean on 2018. 

• It deploys to space the first-ever ‘Cold Atomic Fountain Clock’ 
which has a higher precision than conventional atomic clocks. 

• It detected 55 ‘gamma-ray bursts’ by a device names POLAR installed 
on the spacecraft. 

• It also docked a micro-satellite that took high-resolution pictures of 
the connected space lab and Shenzhou-11 manned spacecraft. 
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What is Low Earth Orbit (LEO) 

A low Earth orbit is an Earth-centered orbit with an altitude of 2,000 km or 
less, or with at least 11.25 periods per day and an eccentricity less than 

0.25. Most of the manmade objects in outer space are in LEO. 
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                        Global innovation Index: 2019 

 

It is an annual ranking that quantifies the state of national innovation 
ecosystem across countries. 

• Its co-published by World intellectual property organisation (WIPO), 
Cornell University and INSEAD. 

• It ranked 129 economies based on 80 indicators ranging from 
intellectual property filing rates to mobile-application creation, 
education spending and scientific and technical publications. 

• This year’s theme– “Creating Healthy Lives - The Future of Medical 
Innovation”. 

• Switzerland is the world’s most-innovative country followed by 
Sweden, the U.S, the Netherlands and the U.K. 

• India maintains its top place in the Central and Southern Asia region 
as the 52nd ranked (57th in 2018). 

• India remains 2nd among middle-income economies in the quality of 
innovation. 

• It maintains top ranks in indicators such as productivity growth and 
exports of services related to information and communication 
technologies. 

• Bengaluru, Mumbai and New Delhi features in the GII ranking on 
the world’s top science and technology clusters. 
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India lags in areas like, 

1. Overall quality of education, 
2. Access to information and communication technologies. 
3. Student to teacher ratio in secondary level education. 
4. Proportion of women with advanced degrees in the workforce. 

GII 2019 Key Findings – 

1. Middle-income economies especially in Asia are increasingly 
contributing to global R&D. 

2. Public R&D expenditures particularly in some high-income 
economies are growing slowly or not at all. 

3. Increased protectionism poses risks. It may lead to a slowdown of 
growth in innovation productivity. 

4. Innovation inputs and outputs are still concentrated in very few 
economies. 

5. Most top science and technology clusters are in the U.S., China and 
Germany. 

6. Brazil, India, Iran, the Russian Federation, and Turkey feature in 
the top 100 list. 
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