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Chandrayaan-2 Mission : 

Why in News?  India is aiming to be the 4th country to land on the 

lunar surface after the USA, Russia and China. 

 ISRO will launch Chandrayaan-2, its second spacecraft to the moon 
on July 15, 2019. 

 Chandrayaan-1 was designed to just orbit the Moon and make 
observations, while Chandrayaan-2is created to land on the Moon. 

 This mission is aimed at landing a rover near the unexplored South 
Pole. 

 According to ISRO, there is a possibility of the presence of water in 

permanently shadowed areas around it. 
 South Pole region also has craters that are cold traps and contain a 

fossil record of the early Solar System. 
 Chandrayaan 2, has three important components — the Orbiter, the 

Lander ‘Vikram’, and Rover ‘Pragyan’. 
 The Chandrayaan will be tucked into the GSLV Mk-III rocket. 
 It is also called as „Baahubali‟, the country’s heaviest and most 

powerful rocket to date. 
 It is a three-stage heavy-lift launch vehicle developed by ISRO. 
 The vehicle has two solid strapons, a core liquid booster and a 

cryogenic upper stage. 
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 This mission will help us to better understand the origin and 
evolution of the moon. 

 Studies of lunar topography, mineralogy, elemental abundance, and 
signatures of water ice are the prime objectives. 

 The orbiter has 8 instruments fitted into it and 7 of them are India’s.   
 NASA has one payload onboard called the Laser Retroreflector Array 

(LRA). 
 The „Terrain Mapping Camera-2‟(TMC-2) will map the lunar surface 

and help to prepare 3D maps of it. 
 The „Miniature Synthetic Aperture Radar‟(Mini SAR) will also map 

the surface of water-ice in the South Pole and thickness of the lunar 

dust on the surface. 
 The „Dual Frequency Radio Science‟(DFRS) will study the density of 

the electrons in the moon’s ionosphere. 
 The orbiter has a high-resolution camera (OHRC) that ensures that 

the lander makes a safe touchdown on the lunar surface by taking 3D 
images of the landing site. 

 The ‘Solar X-ray Monitor‟(XSM) measures the intensity of the solar 
rays and the outer most part of the atmosphere or its corona. 

 CLASS (Chandrayaan 2 Large Area Soft X-ray Spectrometer) 
measures the light absorbed by the Moon and will check for different 
metals that are present in its spectrum. 

 Thermo-physical property of the lunar surface and seismic activities 
will also be measured. 

 The orbiter will continue to orbit the Moon for a year, at an altitude of 
100 kilometres. 

 The Rover which is 6-wheeled, AI-powered and the Lander are 
designed to work for only 14 days (1 lunar day). 

                                          ************ 

Topic: For Prelims and Mains 

SARFAESI Act : 

Why in News?  ,The Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial 

Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest (SARFAESI) Act, 2002. 

 It was framed to address the problem of NPAs (Non-Performing Assets) 

or bad assets. 

 It allows secured creditors to take possession over a collateral, against 

which a loan had been provided, upon a default in repayment. 
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 It lets the banks as well as other financial institutions to auction 

commercial or residential properties for the purpose of loan recovery. 

 The Act provides three methods for recovery of NPAs, 

Securitization - It refers to the process of converting loans and other 

financial assets into marketable securities worth selling to the investors. 

Asset Reconstruction - It refers to conversion of non-performing assets 

into performing assets. 

Enforcement of Security without the intervention of the Court. 

 It gives detailed provisions for the formation and activities of Asset 

Securitization Companies (SCs) and Reconstruction Companies (RCs). 

 RBI is the regulator for these institutions. 

 It provides the legal framework for securitization activities in India. 

 The Government is not involved in commercial decisions or recovery 

proceedings of banks or financial institutions. 

 The SARFAESI Act does not differentiate between 

debtors/borrowers on any basis, including the financial status or 

debt value. 

 Any aggrieved debtor/borrower has recourse to filing appeal in the 

Debts Recovery Tribunal (DRT) against action under the SARFAESI 

Act. 

 The Act was amended in 2016, to empower the ARCs and to 

enhance the effectiveness of asset reconstruction under the new 

bankruptcy law. 

 It also gave more regulatory powers to the RBI on the working of 

ARCs. 

 

************ 

Facts for Prelims: 

 In News- Sahiwal cattle: 
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 Sahiwal is considered to be one of the best milch cattle breed of 

India. 

 The breed derives its name from Sahiwal area in Montgomery district 

of Punjab in Pakistan. 

 These animals are also known as “Lambi Bar”, “Lola”, 

“Montgomery”, “Multani” and “Teli”. 

 

 

 Merchant Discount Rate (MDR): 

 It is a fee charged by a bank to a merchant for payment processing 

services from customers on debit and credit card transactions. 
 It is also referred to as the „Transaction Discount Rate‟ or TDR. 
 To give a push to digital payments adoption, government has 

proposed no charge or merchant discount rate for companies with 
over Rs 50 cr turnover accepting payments digitally. 

 The MDR will instead be borne by supporting banks and the Reserve 
Bank of India. 

 Necessary amendments are being made in the Income Tax Act and the 
Payments and Settlement Systems Act, 2007 to give effect to these 
provisions. 

 

 Spent pot lining (SPL): 

About SPL: 

 Spent pot lining (SPL) from the aluminum industries is produced by 

the smelting plants. 

 It contains high level of cyanide and fluoride and is carcinogenic in 

nature and must be scientifically utilised or detoxified. 

 It has also been classified as hazardous waste under the Schedule to 

the Hazardous Waste Management Rules, 2016. 

************ 

 

 

 


