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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(10thJULY) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 
Topic: For Prelims and Mains 

CPCB pulls up 52 firms over handling of waste : 

Why in News The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) has pulled up 
52 companies — including Amazon, Flipkart, Danone Foods and 
Beverages and Patanjali Ayurved Limited — for not specifying a timeline 
or a plan to collect the plastic waste that results from their business 
activities. 

About: 

• The Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016, (which was amended in 
2018) prescribed by the Union Environment Ministry, says that 
companies that use plastic in their processes — packaging and 
production — have a responsibility to ensure that any resulting 
plastic waste is safely disposed of. 

• Under this system — called the Extended Producers 
Responsibility (EPR) — companies have to specify collection targets 
as well as a time-line for this process within a year of the rules coming 
into effect on March 2016. The plastic waste can be collected by the 
company or outsourced to an intermediary. 
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About the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) : 

• The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) of India is a statutory 
organisation works under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change (Mo.E.F.C). It is the apex organisation in the 
country in the field of pollution control.  

• CPCB was established in 1974 under the Water (Prevention and 
Control of Pollution) Act, 1974.  

• The CPCB is also committed with the powers and functions under the 
Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981. 

•  It has its head office in New Delhi, with seven zonal offices and 5 
laboratories. 

1. It implements technical services to the Ministry of Environment and 
Forests under the provisions of the Environment (Protection) Act, 
1986. 

2. It is responsible for maintaining national standards under a variety of 
environmental laws, in consultation with zonal offices, tribal, and 
local governments. 

3. It has responsibilities to conduct monitoring of water and air quality 
and maintains monitoring data.  

About the Extended Producer Responsibility( EPR): 

The term was first introduced in the early 90s, but its importance has been 
highlighted during the last decade. It was intended primarily to provide 
incentives for manufacturers to design products that are more reusable and 
recyclable.  
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) defines 
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) as an environmental protection 
strategy in which a manufacturer’s responsibility for a product is 
extended to the post-consumer stage of a product’s life cycle. 
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Facts for Prelims: 

v France to impose green tax: 
• The French government is to impose a tax of up to €18 on plane 

tickets for all flights from airports in France to fund less-polluting 
transportation projects. 

• The move, which will take effect from 2020, will see a tax of €1.5 
imposed on economy-class tickets on internal flights and those within 
Europe, with the highest tariff applied to business-class travelers 
flying outside the bloc, 

Green taxes: 

• Green taxes are Pigovian Taxes, named after their inventor, 
Arthur Pigou.  

• Pigovian taxes are also known as sin taxes, and when applying to 
the 'sin' of pollution, they can also be called Eco-taxes or 
environmental taxes. 
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