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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(9thJULY) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 
Topic: For Prelims and Mains 

Zero Budget Natural Farming : 

Why in News Nirmala Sitharaman in her budget speech said zero 
budget farming is already being practiced in some states of the country. 
Sitharaman said emphasis on zero budget farming will help double the 
farming income in days to come. 

What is Zero Budget Natural Farming? 

• Zero Budget Natural Farming, as the name implies, is a method of 
farming where the cost of growing and harvesting plants is zero. 

• This means that farmers need not purchase fertilizers and pesticides 
in order to ensure the healthy growth of crops. 

• It is, basically, a natural farming technique that uses biological 
pesticides instead of chemical-based fertilizers. Farmers use 
earthworms, cow dung, urine, plants, human excreta and such 
biological fertilizers for crop protection. It reduces farmers’ 
investment. It also protects the soil from degradation. 
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Benefits of Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF): 

Ø As both a social and environmental programme, it aims to ensure that 
farming – particularly smallholder farming – is economically viable by 
enhancing farm biodiversity and ecosystem services. 

Ø It reduces farmers’ costs through eliminating external inputs and 
using in-situ resources to rejuvenate soils, whilst simultaneously 
increasing incomes, and restoring ecosystem health through diverse, 
multi-layered cropping systems. 

Ø Cow dung from local cows has proven to be a miraculous cure to 
revive the fertility and nutrient value of soil. One gram of cow dung is 
believed to have anywhere between 300 to 500 crore beneficial micro-
organisms. These micro-organisms decompose the dried biomass on 
the soil and convert it into ready-to-use nutrients for plants. 

Ø Resilient food systems are the need of the day given the variability of 
the monsoons due to global warming and declining groundwater in 
large parts of India. The drought-prone regions in India is reportedly 
seeing promising changes already in farms with the ZBNF. 

Ø Zero budget natural farming requires only 10 per cent water and 10 
per cent electricity than what is required under chemical and organic 
farming. ZBNF may improve the potential of crops to adapt to and be 
produced for evolving climatic conditions. 

The four-wheels of zero budget natural farming require locally available 
materials: 

1. Water vapour condensation for better soil moisture. 
2. Seed treatment with cow dung and urine-based formulations. 
3. Mulching and soil aeration for favourable soil conditions. 
4. Ensure soil fertility through cow dung and cow urine-based 

concoctions 

Government initiatives to support ZBNF: 

• Government of India has been promoting organic farming in the 
country through the dedicated schemes of Paramparagat Krishi 
Vikas Yojana (PKVY) since 2015-16 and also through Rashtriya 
Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY). 



 

www.vaidicslucknow Page 3 
 

• In the revised guidelines of PKVY scheme during the year 2018, 
various organic farming models like Natural Farming, Rishi Farming, 
Vedic Farming, Cow Farming, Homa Farming, Zero Budget Natural 
Farming (ZBNF) etc. have been included wherein flexibility is given to 
states to adopt any model of Organic Farming including ZBNF 
depending on farmer’s choice. 

• Under the RKVY scheme, organic farming/natural farming project 
components are considered by the respective State Level Sanctioning 
Committee (SLSC) according to their priority/ choice. 

 

************ 

Topic: For Prelims and Mains  

India to be a $5-trillion economy: 

Why in News?   The government has announced that its main goal is to 
make India a $5-trillion economy by the end of this term. 

Present state: 

• In 2014, India’s GDP was $1.85 trillion. Today it is $2.7 trillion and 
India is the sixth-largest economy in the world. 

• Essentially the reference is to the size of an economy as measured by 
the annual GDP. 

Are Indians the sixth-richest people in the world? 

Ø No. That India is the sixth-largest economy does not necessarily imply 
that Indians are the sixth-richest people on the planet. 

Ø GDP per capita gives a better sense of how an average resident of an 
economy might be fairing.  

Ø It reveals a very different, and indeed a more accurate picture of the 
level of prosperity in the respective economies. 

Ø For instance, on average, a UK resident’s income was 21 times 
that of an average Indian in 2018. 

Ø Still, the richest 1% of Indians own 58.4% of wealth. The richest 10 
% of Indians own 80.7 % of the wealth. 
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Can India achieve the target by 2024? 

The answer would depend essentially on the assumption about economic 
growth. 

• If India grows at 12% nominal growth (that is 8% real GDP growth and 
4% inflation), then from the 2018 level of $2.7 trillion, India would 
reach the 5.33 trillion mark in 2024. India must keep growing at a 
rapid pace to attain this target. 

How will GDP per capita change when India hits the $5-trillion mark? 

• If by 2024 India’s GDP is $5.33 trillion and India’s population is 1.43 
billion (according to UN population projection). 

• India’s per capita GDP would be $3,727. 
• This would be considerably more than what it is today; still it will be 

lower than Indonesia’s GDP per capita in 2018. 
 

************ 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Mahesh’s Rath Yatra: 
• It is the second biggest rathayatra in the world after Puri's Rath 

Yatra. 
• It has been celebrated since 1396, held in Mahesh, a historical 

locality within Serampore city in the West Bengal. 
• It is referred to as ‘Naba Nilachal’, meaning new Puri. This year 

marks its 623rd edition. 
• The establishment of this Mahesh temple indicates that religious 

custom of following Jagannath had spread to Bengal. 
• Bengali sadhu ‘Drubananda Brahmachari’ established the temple at 

Mahesh and the chariot festival was started by one of Sri Chaitanya’s 
early disciples. 

• The new Mahesh temple in Kolkata was built by Nayanchand Mallik 
of Pathuriaghata in 1755 and the present Rath was donated by 
Krishnaram Basu. 
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• Unlike the idols in Puri’s Jagannath temple, which are changed 
every 12 years, the idols made by the temple’s founder for the first 
Rath Yatra are used till date. 

• One big part of the local ritual is treating the lord to his favourite 
sweet called the ‘Ghutke sandesh’. 
 
 

************ 

 

 


