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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(8thJULY) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 
Topic: For Prelims and Mains 

UNESCO World Heritage Site list: Jaipur 

Why in News The Walled City of Jaipur, known for its iconic 
architectural legacy and vibrant culture, on July 6 made its entry into the 
UNESCO World Heritage Site list. 

The announcement was made after the 43rd Session of the UNESCO 
World Heritage Committee (WHC), underway at Baku (Azerbaijan) from 
June 30 to July 10, examined the nomination of the Walled City of 
Jaipur for inclusion in the World Heritage list. 

 About Walled City of Jaipur: 

• The Jaipur city wall is the city wall encircling the old Jaipur city in 
Rajasthan state in India.  

• It was built in 1727 when the city was founded by Maharaja Jai 
Singh II. The wall is six meters high and three meters thick.  

• There are seven gates in the wall. 
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The gates are: 

 

1. Chandpole 
2. Surajpole 
3. Ajmeri gate 
4. New gate 
5. Sanganeri gate 
6. Ghat gate 
7. Samrat gate 
8. Zorawar Singh Gate 

UNESCO World heritage site: 

• A UNESCO World Heritage Site is a place that is listed by the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) as 
of special cultural or physical significance. 

• The list is maintained by the international World Heritage Programme 
administered by the UNESCO World Heritage Committee, composed of 21 
UNESCO member states which are elected by the General Assembly. 

• Each World Heritage Site remains part of the legal territory of the state 
wherein the site is located and UNESCO considers it in the interest of the 
international community to preserve each site. 

Selection of a site: 

• To be selected, a World Heritage Site must be an already classified 
landmark, unique in some respect as a geographically and historically 
identifiable place having special cultural or physical significance (such 
as an ancient ruin or historical structure, building, city, complex, 
desert, forest, island, lake, monument, mountain, or wilderness 
area). 

• It may signify a remarkable accomplishment of humanity, and serve 
as evidence of our intellectual history on the planet. 
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Legal status of designated sites: 

• UNESCO designation as a World Heritage Site provides prima facie 
evidence that such culturally sensitive sites are legally protected 
pursuant to the Law of War, under the Geneva Convention, its 
articles, protocols and customs, together with other treaties 
including the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural 
Property in the Event of Armed Conflict and international law. 

What are endangered sites? 

Ø A site may be added to the List of World Heritage in Danger if there 
are conditions that threaten the characteristics for which the 
landmark or area was inscribed on the World Heritage List.  

Ø Such problems may involve armed conflict and war, natural 
disasters, pollution, poaching, or uncontrolled urbanization or 
human development. 

Ø This danger list is intended to increase international awareness of the 
threats and to encourage counteractive measures. Threats to a site 
can be either proven imminent threats or potential dangers that could 
have adverse effects on a site. 

Ø The state of conservation for each site on the danger list is reviewed 
on a yearly basis, after which the committee may request additional 
measures, delete the property from the list if the threats have ceased 
or consider deletion from both the List of World Heritage in Danger 
and the World Heritage List. 

 

************ 

Topic: For Prelims and Mains  

Kanpur’s Sisamau drain : 

Why in News? The river Ganga continues to be unfit for bathing or 
drinking in Kanpur despite the plugging of Kanpur’s infamous ‘Sisamau 
drain’. 
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• Between June 2016 and November 2018, the National Mission for 
Clean Ganga (NMCG) completed a Rs 63-crore exercise to divert 
sewage from the Sisamau drain to two treatment plants in different 
parts of Kanpur and stopped the expulsion of the drain, which 
once emptied out as a massive waterfall, into the river. 

Parameters used : 

The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) has defined norms on what 
constitutes acceptable river water quality.  

Three attributes: Dissolved Oxygen (DO), Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD) 
and Total Coliform Matter (TCM) must conform to certain numbers.  

• The DO should be 4 milligram/litre or more for it to be fit for 
drinking after disinfectation and treatment and, BOD should be 
3mg/l or less and TCM/100 ml should be 5,000 or less.  

• For it to be a fit source of bathing water: DO should be 5 or more, 
BOD should be 3 or less and TCM 500 or less. 

• Water quality reports prepared by the Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control 
Board after the drain was completely tapped in November 2018, 
showed that the reading in December, in ‘Downstream Kanpur’ — a 
measuring station — was as follows: the DO was 9, BOD 4.2 and TCM 
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28,000. In January these readings were 9, 3.3 and 34,000. In 
February they were 9.2, 3.2 and 28,000.  

 

What is dissolved oxygen (DO)? 

Amount of oxygen dissolved (and hence available to sustain marine life) in a 
body of water such as a lake, river, or stream. DO is the most important 
indicator of the health of a water body and its capacity to support a 
balanced aquatic ecosystem of plants and animals. 
 
 

 

 

************ 

Topic: For Prelims and Mains  

Plan for district environment impact assessment panels under 
fire : 

Why in News?   State-level officers tasked with environmental 
assessment have objected to several clauses in a draft law that proposes 
the creation of district-level environment impact assessment 
authorities.  

• That these objections point to the fact that these authorities may have 
a conflict of interest and may not be technically competent. 

• The proposed Environment Impact Assessment Notification, 
2019, makes the District Magistrate (DM) the chairperson of an 
expert authority, or the District Environment Impact Assessment 
Authority (DEIAA) that will accord environment clearance for 
“minor” mining projects.  

• Minor mining broadly refers to sand and stone mining in plots smaller 
than 25 hectares. 

• The EIA 2019 aims to be an update of the EIA 2006. This 
document prescribes the environment clearance process whereby 
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developers of infrastructure projects that have the potential to 
significantly alter or impact forests, river basins or other ecologically 
sensitive regions seek permission from the Union Ministry of 
Environment and Forests (MoEF) and experts appointed by it. 

• While expert committees constituted by the MoEF appraise projects, 
those below a certain size are appraised by State-level authorities 
called the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority 
(SEIAA). 

• On March 2016, the Ministry further delegated the authority to grant 
clearances for up to five hectares of individual mining lease of minor 
minerals and 25 hectares in clusters, to the DEIAA. 

• Several provisions in the EIA 2006 over the years have been 
challenged in the National Green Tribunal (NGT) and led to the 
MoEF modifying rules. The EIA 2019 aims to be an update that 
accommodates all these revisions. 

• So far the EIA 2019 that has been circulated to States is a ‘zero draft’ 
meaning that it is at a stage where comments are being sought from 
State authorities after which the draft will be modified and then 
further opened to public comments. 

• The 2016 rule that allows the appointment of DM as chairman has 
already been stayed by the NGT in December 2018 but has still 
inveigled itself into the draft. The MoEF has also challenged the NGT 
stay in the Supreme Court. 
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