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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(6thJULY) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 
Topic: For Prelims and Mains 

What is a privilege motion? 

Why in News Trinamool MP Mahua Moitra has moved a breach of 
privilege motion in the Lok Sabha against a private Hindi news channel 
and its Editor for reporting that her first speech in Parliament was 
plagiarised. 

What is a privilege motion? 

• Parliamentary privileges are certain rights and immunities enjoyed by 
members of Parliament, individually and collectively, so that they can 
“effectively discharge their functions”.  

• When any of these rights and immunities are disregarded, the offence 
is called a breach of privilege and is punishable under law of 
Parliament. 

Who can move it? How? 

• A notice is moved in the form of a motion by any member of either 
House against those being held guilty of breach of privilege. Each 
House also claims the right to punish as contempt actions which, 
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while not breach of any specific privilege, are offences against its 
authority and dignity. 

What are the rules governing privilege? 

• Rule No 222 in Chapter 20 of the Lok Sabha Rule Book and 
correspondingly Rule 187 in Chapter 16 of the Rajya Sabha 
rulebook governs privilege.  

• It says that a member may, with the consent of the Speaker or the 
Chairperson, raise a question involving a breach of privilege either 
of a member or of the House or of a committee thereof. 

• The rules however mandate that any notice should be relating to an 
incident of recent occurrence and should need the intervention of the 
House. Notices have to be given before 10 am to the Speaker or 
the Chairperson. 

What is the role of the Speaker/Rajya Sabha Chair? 

• The Speaker/RS chairperson is the first level of scrutiny of a privilege 
motion.  

• The Speaker/Chair can decide on the privilege motion himself or 
herself or refer it to the privileges committee of Parliament. 

•  If the Speaker/Chair gives consent under Rule 222, the member 
concerned is given an opportunity to make a short statement. 

What is the privileges committee? 

• In the Lok Sabha, the Speaker nominates a committee of privileges 
consisting of 15 members as per respective party strengths. A 
report is then presented to the House for its consideration.  

• The Speaker may permit a half-hour debate while considering the 
report. The Speaker may then pass final orders or direct that the 
report be tabled before the House. 

• A resolution may then be moved relating to the breach of privilege that 
has to be unanimously passed.  

• In the Rajya Sabha, the deputy chairperson heads the committee of 
privileges, that consists of 10 members. 
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************ 

Topic: For Prelims and Mains  

Japan Resumes Commercial Whaling : 

Why in News?   Japan resumes commercial whaling after three decades 
as it withdrew from the International Whaling Commission (IWC) last 
year. 

About : 

• Whale hunting was banned in 1986 by the IWC due to dwindling 
whale populations, with a worldwide moratorium placed on the 
practice to allow the species to rebound. 

• But Japan then began what it called scientific whaling. 
• Japan has been whaling in their own waters every year, despite the 

moratorium on whaling in 1986. 
• Whaling is deeply ingrained in Japanese culinary culture and the 

Whale meat also served as critical sources of protein in the post-war 
period as the nation grappled with poverty. 

• The Japanese government was trying hard to persuade the IWC to 
allow its commercial whaling operations. 

• IWC refused to budge and rejected the proposal which made Japan to 
move out of IWC. 

• The World Wide Fund for Nature estimates nearly 32,000 whales 
have been killed by whaling since the moratorium was imposed. 

• Iceland and Norway are the only other nations which allow 
commercial whaling. 

• Whales are directly affected by climate change, plastic pollution, oil 
exploration, industrial fishing and habitat loss. 
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International Whaling Commission (IWC) 

Ø The IWC is the global body charged with the conservation of whales and 
the management of whaling. 

Ø The IWC was set up under the International Convention for the 
Regulation of Whaling which was signed in 1946. 

Ø In 1986, IWC adopted a moratorium on commercial whaling to protect 
the world’s last remaining whales. 

Ø In addition to regulation of whaling, today's IWC works to address a 
wide range of conservation issues including bycatch and entanglement, 
ocean noise, pollution and debris. 

 

************ 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Centre and IBM to jointly study on using AI in Agriculture: 
• Union Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare has signed a 

Statement of Intent (SoI) with IBM India Private Limited for 
undertaking a pilot study to utilise Artificial Intelligence (AI) and 
weather technology solutions in agriculture in selected pilot districts. 

• The pilot study will be undertaken in 3 districts of Bhopal, Rajkot 
and Nanded in Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and Maharashtra 
respectively. 
 

************ 

 

 


