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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(3rdJULY) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 
Topic: For Prelims and Mains 

AFSPA : 

Why in News?   Centre has declared entire State of Nagaland a 
‘disturbed area’ for a period of 6 more months under Armed Forces 
(Special Powers) Act (AFSPA). 
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What does the AFSPA mean? 

• In simple terms, AFSPA gives armed forces the power to maintain 
public order in “disturbed areas”. 

 Powers given to armed forces: 

• They have the authority to prohibit a gathering of five or more persons 
in an area, can use force or even open fire after giving due warning if 
they feel a person is in contravention of the law. 

• If reasonable suspicion exists, the army can also arrest a person 
without a warrant; enter or search premises without a warrant; and 
ban the possession of firearms. 

• Any person arrested or taken into custody may be handed over to the 
officer in charge of the nearest police station along with a report 
detailing the circumstances that led to the arrest. 

What is a “disturbed area” and who has the power to declare it? 

Ø A disturbed area is one which is declared by notification under 
Section 3 of the AFSPA. An area can be disturbed due to differences 
or disputes between members of different religious, racial, 
language or regional groups or castes or communities. 

Ø The Central Government, or the Governor of the State or 
administrator of the Union Territory can declare the whole or part of 
the State or Union Territory as a disturbed area.  

Ø A suitable notification would have to be made in the Official Gazette. 
As per Section 3, it can be invoked in places where “the use of 
armed forces in aid of the civil power is necessary”. 

What’s the origin of AFSPA? 

Ø The Act came into force in the context of increasing violence in the 
Northeastern States decades ago, which the State governments found 
difficult to control. The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Bill was 
passed by both the Houses of Parliament and it was approved by the 
President on September 11, 1958. It became known as the Armed 
Forces Special Powers Act, 1958. 
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What has been the role of the judiciary? 

Ø There were questions about the constitutionality of AFSPA, given that 
law and order is a state subject. The Supreme Court has upheld the 
constitutionality of AFSPA in a 1998 judgement (Naga People’s 
Movement of Human Rights v. Union of India). 

Ø In this judgement, the Supreme Court arrived at certain conclusions 
including . 

(a) a suo-motto declaration can be made by the Central government, 
however, it is desirable that the state government should be consulted by 
the central government before making the declaration;  

(b) AFSPA does not confer arbitrary powers to declare an area as a 
‘disturbed area’;  

(c) the declaration has to be for a limited duration and there should be a 
periodic review of the declaration 6 months have expired;  

(d) while exercising the powers conferred upon him by AFSPA, the 
authorised officer should use minimal force necessary for effective action, 
and  

(e) the authorised officer should strictly follow the ‘Dos and Don’ts’ issued 
by the army. 

Has there been any review of the Act? 

Ø On November 19, 2004, the Central government appointed a five-
member committee headed by Justice B P Jeevan Reddy to review the 
provisions of the act in the north eastern states. 

Ø The committee submitted its report in 2005, which included the 
following recommendations: 

(a) AFSPA should be repealed and appropriate provisions should be 
inserted in the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967;  

(b) The Unlawful Activities Act should be modified to clearly specify the 
powers of the armed forces and paramilitary forces and  
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(c) grievance cells should be set up in each district where the armed 
forces are deployed. 

Ø The 5th report of the Second Administrative Reforms Commission on 
public order has also recommended the repeal of the AFSPA. 

Ø These recommendations have not been implemented. 

 

************ 

Topic: For Prelims and Mains  

Compensatory Afforestation (CA) : 

Why in News?   Telangana woman forest officer, on plantation drive, as 
a part of compensatory afforestation for the at Kaleshwaram project site was 
thrashed by a mob. 

About: 

• It refers to afforestation and regeneration activities carried out as a 
way of compensating for forest land diverted to non-forest purposes. 

• As per the Forest (Conservation) Act 1980, whenever a forest land 
is to be diverted for non-forestry purposes, the equivalent non forest 
land has to be identified for compensatory afforestation. 

• In case, non-forest land for CA is not available in the same district, 
non-forest land for CA is to be identified anywhere else in the 
State/Union. 

• Any project proponent, government or private must apply for forest 
clearance from Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF), before 
the conversion of land take place. 

• If clearance is given, then compensation for the lost forest land is also 
to be decided by the ministry and the regulators. 

• The scheme for compensatory afforestation should contain the 
following details, 

1. Details of equivalent non-forest or degraded forest land identified for 
raising compensatory afforestation. 

2. Delineation of proposed area on a suitable map. 
3. Agency responsible for afforestation. 
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4. Details of work schedule proposed for compensatory afforestation. 
5. Cost structure of plantation, provision of funds and the mechanism to 

ensure that the funds will be utilised for raising afforestation. 
6. Details of proposed monitoring mechanism. 
• National CAMPA Advisory Council has been established as per the 

Supreme Court order with the following mandate, 
1. Lay down broad guidelines for State CAMPA. 
2. Facilitate scientific, technological and other assistance that may be 

required by State CAMPA. 
3. Make recommendations to State CAMPA based on a review of their 

plans and programmes. 
4. Provide a mechanism to State CAMPA to resolve issues of an inter-

state or Centre-State character. 
• State CAMPA has been constituted across the states. 
• The State CAMPA would administer the amount received from the 

Adhoc CAMPA and utilize the funds collected for undertaking 
compensatory afforestation. 

• The prime task of State CAMPA would be regenerating natural forests 
and building up the institution engaged in this task in the State 
Forest Department. 

•  The government enacted Compensatory Afforestation Fund Act 
2016 to provide a proper institutional mechanism for compensatory 
afforestation matters. 

• It established the National Compensatory Afforestation Fund under 
the Public Account of India, and a State Compensatory Afforestation 
Fund under the Public Account of each state. 

• The act also provides for annual audit of the accounts by the 
Comptroller and Auditor General. 

• The funds for CA are to be recovered from the user agencies on the 
basis of the rates fixed by the State Forest Department. 

• The money received is to be used as per site specific schemes 
submitted by the State along with the approved proposals for 
diversion of forest land. 

• To compensate for the loss of tangible as well as intangible benefits 
from the forest lands which has been diverted for non forest use, the 
net present value of the land is to be recovered from the user to 
adequately compensate for the loss of natural forests. 
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• Net Present Value (NPV) of the diverted forest is calculated for a 
period of 50 years. 

• An expert committee calculates the NPV for every patch of forest. 
• Availability of these funds will help in creation of more than 15 crores 

man-days of direct employment, as per the Government data (press 
release dated 28 July 2016) 

• Majority of employment will be generated in tribal dominated and 
backward areas of the country. 

• It will thus help in improvement of the overall living standards of the 
forest dependent communities. 
 

************ 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Demilitarized Zone: 

Context: US President Donald Trump recently met North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un at the Demilitarized Zone. 

What is it? The DMZ, which runs across the Korean Peninsula, is 248 
kilometres long and the 4 kilometres wide. Created as a buffer at the close 
of the 1950-53 Korean War, it’s jointly overseen by the American-led UN 
Command and North Korea. 

  

v Strum Ataka: 

India has signed a deal with Russia for acquiring Strum Ataka anti-
tank missile for its fleet of Mi-35 attack choppers of Indian Air Force (IAF). 

  

 

  ************ 

 

 


