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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(2nd JULY) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 
Topic: For Prelims and Mains 

Locust outbreak in Rajasthan’s Barmer : 

Why in News?   An outbreak of desert locusts in the villages of 
Rajasthan's Barmer district, adjoining the India-Pakistan border, has 
posed a threat to the crops. Swarms of locusts were detected in the villages 
of Tamlor, Gadra Road, Gudamalani and Sheo regions of the district 
over the weekend. 

About Locusts : 

They are certain species of short-horned grasshoppers in the family 
Acrididae that have a swarming phase. These insects are usually solitary, 
but under certain circumstances they become more abundant and change 
their behaviour and habits. 

Locust Warning Organisation (LWO): 

• The British Government of Imperial India established a locust warning 
organisation in the year 1939 with its Hqrs at Karachi (undivided 
India), after the ravages and depredation of the Desert locust plague of 
1926-1931.  
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• The main function of this organization at that time was to keep 
surveillance in the Thar Desert and issuance of warning to the then 
Indian states about the possibility of the Desert locust swarms 
incursion, movement and breeding.  

• The last major outbreak of locusts took place in Rajasthan in 1993, 
according to the LWO. 

Invading through Thar 

Ø The tropical grasshoppers emerged in January this year from Sudan 
and Eritrea on Africa's Red Sea Coast and travelled through Saudi 
Arabia and Iran to enter Pakistan, where they invaded the cotton-
producing belt of Sindh. The swarms of locusts are now entering the 
Thar desert, threatening the crops in western Rajasthan. 

About Food and Agriculture Organization FAO : 

• A specialized agency of the United Nations that leads international 
efforts to defeat hunger.  

• Serving both developed and developing countries, FAO acts as a neutral 
forum where all nations meet as equals to negotiate arguments and 
debate policy. 

• FAO is also a source of knowledge and information, and helps 
developing countries in transition modernize and improve agriculture, 
forestry and fisheries practices, ensuring good nutrition and food 
security for all. Its Latin motto, fiat panis, translates as “let there be 
bread”.  

• As of May 2017, FAO has 197 member states, along with the 
European Union (a “member organization”), and the Faroe Islands and 
Tokelau, which are associate members. 

 

************ 
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Topic: For Prelims and Mains  

Supplementary demands touch 12.95% of budget : 

Why in News?   With supplementary demands worth ₹24,777 crore in 
the last session of the State legislature before the Assembly polls, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party-Shiv Sena government has presented total 
supplementary demands worth ₹2,05,475 crore in its five-year term. 

The percentage of cumulative amount of supplementary demands to the 
total budget stands at 12.95%, the highest ever. It is also well above the 
suggested range of 5% to 10% suggested by the guidelines of former 
bureaucrat Madhav Godbole. 

 

Supplementary demands : 

• The additional grant required to meet the required expenditure of the 
government is called Supplementary Grants.  

Description: When grants, authorised by the Parliament, fall short of the 
required expenditure, an estimate is presented before the Parliament for 
Supplementary or Additional grants. These grants are presented and passed 
by the Parliament before the end of the financial year.  

• When actual expenditure incurred exceeds the approved grants of the 
Parliament, the Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Railways presents 
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a Demand for Excess Grant. The Comptroller and Auditor General 
of India bring such excesses to the notice of the Parliament.  

• The Public Accounts Committee examines these excesses and gives 
recommendations to the Parliament. The Demand for Excess Grants 
is made after the actual expenditure is incurred and is presented 
to the Parliament after the end of the financial year in which the 
expenses were made. 

 

************ 

 

Facts for Prelims: 

v The United States EB-5 visa  
• The United States EB-5 visa, employment-based fifth preference 

category or EB-5 Immigrant Investor Visa Program, created in 
1990 by the Immigration Act of 1990, provides a method for eligible 
Immigrant Investors to become lawful permanent residents — 
informally known as "green card" holders — by investing at least 
$1,000,000 to finance a business in the United States that will 
employ at least 10 American workers." 

•  Most immigrant investors who use the EB-5 program invest in a 
targeted employment area (TEA):8 — a rural area or area with high 
unemployment — which lowers the investment threshold to $500,000. 

•  The EB-5 program is intended to encourage both "foreign 
investments and economic growth". The EB-5 Immigrant Investor 
Visa Program is one of five employment-based (EB) preference 
programs in the United States. 


