
 

www.vaidicslucknow Page 1 
 

 

 

Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(27th June) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 
Topic: For Prelims and Mains 
Centre set to roll out ‘Jal Shakti’ scheme for water starved 
areas : 

Why in News?   The Centre is set to initiate the Jal Shakti Abhiyan to 
ramp up rainwater harvesting and conservation efforts in 255 water-
stressed districts from July 1, in line with the government’s promise to 
focus on water. 
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About : 

• Though water is a State issue, the campaign would be coordinated by 
255 central IAS officers of Joint or Additional Secretary-rank, 
drawn from ministries as varied as Space, Petroleum and Defence, 
according to a notification issued by the Department of Personnel and 
Training recently.  

• Campaign seems to follow the model of last year’s Gram Swaraj 
Abhiyan, where central officials monitored the implementation of 
seven flagship development schemes in 117 aspirational districts 
across the country. 

• The campaign would run from July 1 to September 15 in States 
receiving rainfall during the south-west monsoon, while States 
receiving rainfall in the retreating or north-east monsoon would be 
covered from October 1 to November 30.  

• Overall, 313 blocks with critical groundwater levels would be covered, 
along with 1,186 blocks with over-exploited groundwater and 94 
blocks with low groundwater availability. 

Progress monitored : 

Ø The Jal Shakti Abhiyan would aim to accelerate water harvesting, 
conservation and borewell recharge activities already being carried out 
under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee scheme and the Integrated Watershed Management 
Programme of the Rural Development Ministry, along with existing 
water body restoration and afforestation schemes being undertaken 
by the Jal Shakti and Environment Ministries. Progress would be 
monitored in real time through mobile applications and an online 
dashboard at indiawater.gov.in. 

Ø Block and district-level water conservation plans would be drafted, 
and Kisan Vigyan Kendras would hold melas to promote better crop 
choices and more efficient water use for irrigation. A major 
communications campaign on TV, radio, print, local and social 
media would be carried out, with celebrities mobilised to generate 
awareness for the campaign. 

Ø Teams led by 255 Joint Secretary and Additional Secretary-rank 
officers and 550 Deputy Secretary-level officers from various central 
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ministries would fan out across the country, making at least three 
trips of three days each to cover their allocated districts and blocks. 
All officers would also participate in a preparatory workshop led by 
the Cabinet Secretary at Vigyan Bhavan in the capital on June 27 
and 28. Scientists and IITs would provide 

About the Jal Shakti ministry : 

• This Ministry was formed in January 1985 following the bifurcation of 
the then Ministry of Irrigation and Power, when the Department of 
Irrigation was re-constituted as the Ministry of Water Resources. In July 
2014, the Ministry was renamed to “Ministry of Water Resources, 
River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation”, making it the National 
Ganga River Basin Authority for conservation, development, 
management, and abatement of pollution in The river Ganges and its 
tributaries  .  

• Prime Minister of India Shri.Narendra Modi had promised this on April 
13 at an election rally in Tamil Nadu’s Ramanathapuram. Fast 
forward to May 24, Modi government-II gets a separate ministry 
called Jal Shakti (water power). 

• The Jal Shakti ministry has been formed on May 31, 2019 by 
reorganizing erstwhile ministries of Water Resources, River 
Development & Ganga Rejuvenation and Drinking Water & 
Sanitation. 
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Topic: For Prelims and Mains 
                          North Eastern Council (NEC): 

Why in news?  Centre has recently released 3rd issue of Newsletter of 
North Eastern Council. 

About NEC: 

• NEC was established under the North Eastern Council Act, 1971as 
an apex level body for securing balanced and coordinated 
development and facilitating coordination with the States. 

• Subsequent to the Amendment of 2002, NEC has been mandated 
to function as a regional planning body for the North Eastern Area 
and while formulating a regional plan for this area, shall give priority 
to the schemes and projects benefiting two or more states provided 
that in the case of Sikkim, the Council shall formulate specific 
projects and schemes for that State. 

• The Union Cabinet, in June 2018, approved the proposal of Ministry 
of Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER) for the nomination 
of the Union Home Minister as ex-officio Chairman of North Eastern 
Council (NEC).  

• The Cabinet also approved that Minister of State (Independent 
Charge), Ministry of DoNER would serve as Vice Chairman of the 
Council. 

• NEC and all the Governors and Chief Ministers of North Eastern 
States will be Members. 
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