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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(26th June) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 
Topic: For Mains 

  Kerala tops the list for best performing State in health : 

Why in News?   Kerala continued to top the list for the best performing 
State in the health sector among the 21 large States, while Uttar Pradesh 
retained the worst performer tag, according to the second edition of 
NITI Aayog’s Health Index released recently. 

The top 3 States: 

1. Kerala, which got an overall score of 74.01 
2. Andhra Pradesh (65.13) 
3. Maharashtra (63.99) 

 

Highlights of report : 

Ø Uttar Pradesh continued to be at the bottom of the list with its score 
falling to 28.61. Other States at the bottom of the list were Bihar 
(32.11), Odisha (35.97) and Madhya Pradesh (38.39). 
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Ø The index has ranked the states/UTs into three categories — 
larger States, smaller States and Union Territories.  

Ø Among the UTs, Chandigarh jumped one spot to top the list with a 
score of (63.62), followed by Dadra and Nagar Haveli (56.31), 
Lakshadweep (53.54), Puducherry (49.69), Delhi (49.42), Andaman 
and Nicobar (45.36) and Daman and Diu (41.66). 

Ø Index ranks the States and Union Territories based on 23 health-
related indicators, including neonatal mortality rate, under-five 
mortality rate, proportion of low birth weight among new-born, 
proportion of districts with functional Cardiac Care Units, full 
immunization coverage and proportion of specialist positions vacant 
at district hospitals. 

Ø Only about half the States and UTs showed an improvement in the 
overall score between, 2015-16 (base year) and 2017-18 (reference 
year). 

Ø Among the eight Empowered Action Group States, only three States 
— Rajasthan, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh — showed improvement 
in the overall performance. 

 

************ 

 

Topic: For Prelims and Mains 
          31.4% of Indian children will be stunted by 2022: 

Why in news? Almost one in three Indian children under five years will 
still be stunted by 2022 going by current trends, according to an analysis 
of the country’s food and nutrition security released recently.  

More Facts: 

• Over the last decade, child stunting — which is a measure of 
chronic malnutrition — has reduced at a rate of about 1% per year, 
the slowest decline among emerging economies.  

• At this rate, 31.4% of children will still be stunted by the 2022 
deadline.  
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• India must double its rate of progress to reach the target of 25% by 
that time. 

Analysis of progress : 

Ø The report, which is a baseline analysis of the country’s progress in 
achieving the second Sustainable Development Goal to end 
hunger, was prepared by the UN World Food Programme in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation. 

Ø The report says, Food grain yields have risen 33% over the last two 
decades, but are still only half of 2030 target yields. 

Ø the Indian farmer is producing more food grains than ever before, 
making the country self-sufficient in this regard.  

Ø Unfortunately, the consumer’s access to rice, wheat and other 
cereals has not increased at the same rate, due to population 
growth, inequality, food wastage and losses, and exports.  

Ø As a result, the average per capita consumption of energy among the 
poorest 30% of the population is 1811 kilo calories, much lower than 
the norm of 2155 kilo calories per day. The signs of unequal access 
are starkest among children.  

Ø In States like Bihar (48%) and Uttar Pradesh (46%), almost one in 
two children are stunted, while it is only one in five children in 
Kerala and Goa (20% each).  
 

There are high rates of stunting among children in the poorest wealth 
quintile (51.4%), Scheduled Tribes (43.6%) and Scheduled Castes 
(42.5%), and children born to mothers with no education (51%). 

 

 

************ 
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Facts for Prelims: 

v ‘Zero Chance’  
• The Australian government is launching a campaign ‘Zero Chance’ 

to raise awareness among people trying to enter the country 
illegally by boats. 

• The message of Zero Chance is simple. Anyone who tries to come 
illegally to Australia by boat has zero chance of success. 

************ 

 

 


