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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(20th June) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 
Topic: For Prelims and Mains 

Dispute Resolution Mechanism for solar sector: 

 

Why in News?   Context: In a major decision to facilitate the solar and 
wind energy projects, the government has approved a proposal to set up a 
Dispute Resolution Committee to consider the unforeseen disputes 
between solar/wind power developers and SECI/NTPC, beyond contractual 
agreement.  

Significance: The move will give further fillip to the smooth implementation 
of solar/wind energy projects in India. It fulfils a long pending demand of 
the industry to resolve expeditiously, unforeseen disputes that may arise 
beyond the scope of Contractual Agreements.  

 Need: 

• The Solar and Wind Industry have been demanding setting up of 
Dispute Resolution Mechanism by MNRE for quite some time, to 
resolve expeditiously, unforeseen disputes that may arise beyond the 
scope of Contractual Agreements between solar power developers / 
wind power developers and SECI/ NTPC. 
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• The issue was considered and it was felt that there is need to erect a 
transparent, unbiased Dispute Resolution Mechanism, consisting of 
an independent, transparent and unbiased Dispute Resolution 
Committee (DRC), for resolving the unforeseen disputes that may arise 
in implementation of contractual agreements and also for dealing with 
issues which are beyond the scope of Contractual Agreements 
between solar power developers/ wind power developers and SECI / 
NTPC. 

  

Composition and eligibility: 

• A three member Dispute Resolution Committee (DRC) will be set up 
with the approval of Hon’ble Minister (NRE), consisting of eminent 
persons of impeccable integrity. 

• The upper age for the DRC members shall be 70 years. 
• The Committee members of DRC shall be chosen from the eminent 

persons located in NCR of Delhi so as to avoid expenditure on 
Air Travel & accommodation. 

Scope: 

The mechanism of Dispute Resolution Committee (DRC) will be applicable 
for all solar/ wind Schemes/ Programmes/ Projects being implemented 
through/ by SECI/ NTPC. 

 The DRC will consider following kinds of cases: 

• All cases of appeal against decisions given by SECI on Extension of 
Time requests based on terms of contract: 

• All requests of Extension of Time not covered under the terms of 
contract. 

• All such cases referred to it, including the cases where the developer 
is not satisfied with the decision of SECI/NTPC and it decides to 
appeal after paying the required fee. 
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Final decision: 

The recommendations of the ‘Dispute Resolution Committee’ (DRC) along 
with MNRE’s observations will be placed before Hon’ble Minister (NRE) for 
final decision.  

The Ministry shall examine and put up such recommendations to Minister 
(NRE) with the comments of IFD within twenty one (21) days of receipt of 
recommendation from the DRC. 

To arrive at any decision, Committee will be free to interact with the relevant 
parties of the case and shall record their views. For presenting the case 
before the DRC, no lawyers shall be permitted. 

                                            ************ 

 

Catalhoyuk 

About it: 

Catalhoyuk was a very large Neolithic and Chalcolithic proto-city 
settlement in southern Anatolia, Turkey. 

• The city existed from approximately 7500 BC to 5700 BC, and 
flourished around 7000 BC. 

• Catalhoyuk is the best example of an early Neolithic town where 
humans began to swap a nomadic hunter-gatherer existence for a 
lifestyle centered on farming, i.e. the transition to a fully settled 
existence has been satisfactorily achieved. 

• In 2012, it was inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
• According to recent studies it is found that the ancient city has faced 

modern day urban problems like Overcrowding, Violence, Infectious 
diseases, and Environmental degradation. 

• Catalhoyuk’s residents lived in clay brick structures akin to 
apartments, entering and exiting through ladders that connected the 
living areas of houses to the roofs. 

• After death, residents were buried in pits dug into the floors of the 
homes. 
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                                                                              ************* 

Facts for Prelims: 

KH-9 HEXAGON commonly known as Big Bird or Keyhole-9, was a series of 
photographic reconnaissance satellites launched by the United States 
between 1971 and 1986.  

 

 

                                              ************** 

 

 


