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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(18th June) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 
Topic: For Prelims and Mains 

One Nation One Election : 

Why in news?  PM Modi calls for all-party meet on ‘one nation, one 
election’. 

• Simultaneous elections refer to holding elections to Lok Sabha, State 
Legislative Assemblies, Panchayats and Urban local bodies 
simultaneously, once in five year.  

Problems associated with frequent elections: 

• The massive expenditure that is currently incurred for the conduct of 
separate elections. 

• The policy paralysis that results from the imposition of the Model 
Code of Conduct during election time. 

• Impact on delivery of essential services. 
• Burden on crucial manpower that is deployed during election time. 
• Frequent elections affect policymaking and governance as the 

government is trapped in short-term thinking. 
• It also destabilises duly-elected governments and imposes a heavy 

burden on the exchequer. 
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• It also puts pressure on political parties, especially smaller ones, as 
elections are becoming increasingly expensive. 

• The Model Code of Conduct (MCC) which comes into force with the 
announcement of poll dates, prevents government from announcing 
any new schemes, make any new appointments, transfers and 
postings without the approval of election commission. This brings 
normal work of the government to a standstill. 

• It also increases the cost of management to the election commission. 

Merits of Simultaneous elections: 

• Governance and consistency: The ruling parties will be able to focus 
on legislation and governance rather than having to be in campaign 
mode forever. 

• Reduced Expenditure of Money and Administration: The entire 
State and District level administrative and security machinery will be 
busy with the conduct of elections twice in a period of five years as per 
the current practice. Expenditure can be reduced by conducting 
simultaneous elections. 

• Continuity in policies and programmes. 
• Efficiency of Governance: Simultaneous elections can bring the 

much-needed operational efficiency in this exercise. Populist 
measures by governments will reduce. 

• Simultaneous elections can also be a means to curb corruptionand 
build a more conducive socio-economic ecosystem. 

• The impact of black money on the voters will be reduced as all 
elections are held at a time. 

But, why it is difficult to go for simultaneous elections? 

• The biggest challenge is achieving political consensus, which seems to 
be “chimerical”. 

• Regional parties will be more opposed to the idea than national parties 
because there is always a tendency for voters to vote the same party 
in power in the state and at the Centre in case the Lok Sabha polls 
and the state elections are held together. 

• Also, according to IDFC, there is a 77% chance that the Indian voter 
will vote for the same party for both the state and Centre when 
elections are held simultaneously. 
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For simultaneous elections to be implemented, Changes to be made in 
Constitution and Legislations: 

Amendments needed in the following articles:- 

• Article 83 which deals with the duration of Houses of Parliament need 
an amendment 

• Article 85 (on dissolution of Lok Sabha by the president) 
• Article 172 (relating to the duration of state legislatures) 
• Article 174 (relating to dissolution of state assemblies) 
• Article 356 (on President’s Rule). 
• The Representation of People Act, 1951 Act would have to be amended 

to build in provisions for stability of tenure for both parliament and 
assemblies. This should include the following crucial elements: 

• Restructuring the powers and functions of the ECI to facilitate 
procedures required for simultaneous elections 

• A definition of simultaneous election can be added to section 2 of the 
1951 act. 

                      

 

*********** 

India to host UN meet on land degradation: 

Why in news? India for the first time will host the 14th session of the 
Conference of Parties (COP-14) of the United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification (UNCCD) in September, 2019. 

About: 

Presidency: India will be taking over the COP presidency from China for the 
next two years until the next COP is hosted in 2021. 

Participants: At least 5,000 delegates from nearly 197 countries will be 
participating in the event which will be held between rom 29th August to 
14th September 2019 at India Expo Mart Limited, Greater Noida.  
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Function: One of the primary functions of COP-14 is to review reports 
submitted by Conference of Parties to convention and detailing how they are 
carrying out their commitments.  

India’s Land Degradation Problems: India faces a severe problem of land 
degradation (meaning the soil becoming unfit for cultivation).  

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) in its 2016 report found 
that over 29% of India’s land (in 2011-2013) was degraded which was 
0.57% increase from year 2003-2005.  

India’s Flagship Project:  

• Ahead of COP-14, Prakash Javadekar, Union Minister of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) has launched 
a flagship project which is a part of a larger international initiative 
called ‘Bonn Challenge’. 

• It is aimed at enhancing India’s capacity for Forest Landscape 
Restoration (FLR). During the pilot phase of project (initial 3.5 
years), it will be implemented in Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Nagaland and Karnataka.  

• Thus initially, the project will be aimed at developing and adapting 
best practices and monitoring protocols for country, and building 
capacity within 5 pilot States.  

• Later, it will eventually be scaled up across the country through 
subsequent phases of project. The project will be implemented by 
MoEFCC in partnership with International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN). 

About Bonn Challenge:  

• It is a global effort towards bringing 150 million hectares of world’s 
degraded and deforested land under restoration by the year 2020 
and 350 million hectares by 2030.  

• At COP-13 (2015) in Paris, India also joined the voluntary Bonn 
Challenge pledge and had committed towards restoring 13 million 
hectares (MH) of degraded and deforested land by year 2020, and 
an additional 8 million hectares (MH) by 2030.  India’s pledge is 
one of the largest in Asia. 
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Major UN Conventions : 

The United Nations has 3 major Conventions-  

1. UN Framework Convention on Climate Climate Change (UNFCCC)  
2. UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).  
3. United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)– It 

was established in 1994, and at present has 197 parties working 
towards maintaining effects of drought. It is the only legally binding 
international agreement that links environment and development 
issues to land agenda. 

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) : 

Ø Established in 1994, the United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD) is the sole legally binding international 
agreement linking environment and development to sustainable land 
management.  

Ø The Convention addresses specifically the arid, semi-arid and dry sub-
humid areas, known as the drylands, where some of the most 
vulnerable ecosystems and peoples can be found. 

 
 

************ 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Hypoglycin A:  
• The death of over 90 children in about a month in Muzaffarpur 

district of north Bihar due to low blood sugar level could have 
easily been prevented with some foresight and early care.  

• Six years ago, a two-member team invited by the State government 
suspected that a toxin (methylene cyclo propyl glycine, MCPG, also 
known as hypoglycin A) naturally present in litchi fruit was 
responsible for the mysterious deaths; a large Indo-U.S team 
confirmed it in 2017. 
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About the Hypoglycin A: 

• Hypoglycin A is a naturally occurring amino acid derivative found in 
the unripened fruit of the Ackee tree (Blighia sapida) and in the seeds 
of the box elder tree (Acer negundo). 

•  It is toxic if ingested, and is the causative agent of Jamaican vomiting 
sickness. 

• A 2017 Lancet report established a link between the consumption of 
unripened lychees (containing hypoglycin A or methylene cyclo propyl 
glycine (MCPG)) resulting in hypoglycaemia and death from acute toxic 
encephalopathy. 

 

v Global Peace Index 2019: 
• Global Peace Index is released by the Australian think tank 

Institute for Economics & Peace. 
• The report covers 99.7 per cent of the world’s population and uses 

23 qualitative and quantitative indicators from highly respected 
sources to compile the index. 

• It ranks countries according to their level of peacefulness based on 
three thematic domains: 

1. The level of societal safety and security. 
2. The extent of ongoing domestic and international conflict. 
3. The degree of militarization. 
• India’s rank has slipped five places to 141 this year. 
• According to the report, Iceland remains the most peaceful country in 

the world, a position it has held since 2008. 
• Afghanistan is now the least peaceful country in the world, replacing 

Syria, which is now the second least peaceful. 

 

v Abujh Marias Tribes: 
• Abujh Marias are Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG) 

community living in Abujhmarh forest, Bastar region of 
Chhattisgarh. 

• Abujh Marias have their own governance structure. 
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• Since Abujh Marias is a PVTG community, they are entitled to the 
habitat rights under the Forest Rights Act (FRA). 

• Recently Chhattisgarh government has initiated the processing of 
habitat rights for Abujh Marias, a (PVTG). 

 
 

************ 

 


