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Current Affairs  

 

1.                                              National 

 

1.1                       Collegium System Vs RTI : 

Why in news? Attorney General K.K. Venugopal  has recently said that  

Opening up the “highly-sensitive” correspondence of the Supreme 
Court’s collegium and its workings to the Right to Information (RTI) 
regime would make judges and the government “shy” and “destroy” 
judicial independence. 
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A five-judge constitutional bench hearing a petition related to: 

 The status of the Chief Justice as a public authority 

 The disclosure of judges’ assets 

 Whether the correspondence of the Collegium (the body of judges 
that selects and makes appointments to the higher judiciary) was 
subject to the RTI. 

About the Collegium system: 

 The Collegium includes the five senior-most judges of the 
Supreme Court, who collectively constitute the selection panel for 
judicial appointments to the Supreme Court (and the three 
senior-most judges when it comes to the High Courts). 

 The Collegium itself is not mentioned in the text of the 
Constitution: it arose out of a judgment of the Supreme Court, 
and in response to increased executive interference in judicial 
appointments. 

 The Collegium, however, has immunised itself from any form of 
public scrutiny. The nomination process is secret, the 
deliberations are secret, and the reasons for elevation or non-
elevation are secret. 

 In 2015, the Supreme Court struck down a constitutional 
amendment establishing a National Judicial Appointments 
Commission, which would have replaced the Collegium. 

 

Issues with case: 

 Conflict of Interest:  SC is hearing a case filed by its own 
administrative wing. This is a case of conflict of interest. 

 However, many experts observe that acting as court of necessity as 
there is no other avenue to appeal against the order of division 
bench of Delhi HC. 

Argument for CJI as public Authority: 

1. Improve transparency: Greater transparency in the working of the 
apex court will foster more respect for the institution. 

2. Citizen Right to know: Public disclosure is necessary to 
guarantee a citizen’s right to know, under Articles 19 and 21 of 
the Constitution. 
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Earlier in Association for Democratic Reforms case, SC upheld a 
citizen’s right to know about public functionaries and candidates 
for office, including information about assets and criminal and 
educational background. 

3. SC as public authority: Section 2 (h) of RTI act define SC is 
public authority. Also, SC could not be exempted under section 8 
(1) of RTI act 

 Argument Against CJI as Public Authority: 

1. Affect judicial independence: The AG argued in Supreme Court 
that disclosing the correspondence of the Collegium would impact 
judicial independence. 

2. Impact career or life of Judge: Disclosing the reasons for 
rejection of a judge would impact life or career of judge. 

3. Against right to privacy: Disclosure of personal assets of judges 
under RTI is against their privacy. 

4. Open the Pandora box: If SC upheld the decision of Delhi HC, the 
common citizen would be empowered to seek all the information 
regarding appointment and transfer, consequently opens the 
pandora box. 

5. Affect national Integrity: Disclosure of information about the 
judicial process may compromise national security and integrity 

Way Ahead: 

1. Although, after NJAC judgment on the pretext of bringing 
transparency, various HC and Judges started to declare their 
assets voluntarily. The SC started declaration of the reasons for 
recommending some and rejecting others under collegium, but 
all these are voluntarily. 

2. RTI Act merely recognizes the constitutional right of citizens to 
freedom of speech and expression. Independence of judiciary 
forms part of the basic structure of the Constitution.  

3. The independence of the judiciary and fundamental right to free 
speech and expression are of great value and both are required to 
be balanced. The current debate is a sign of a healthy nation. 

4. The Supreme Court has for long been a people’s court and has 
been pronouncing judgements for the betterment of the human 
condition. Let’s wait for final judgement which is going to decide 
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whether ‘reasons that are recorded in writing’ should be made 
public. 

*********** 

 

1.2      India’s gold reserves increase marginally :WGC 

Why in news? India has marginally increased its gold holding in 

February while maintaining the tenth position among countries in 
terms of yellow metal reserves, as per latest data from the World Gold 
Council (WGC). 

 

 

More Facts: 

 India, which is the world’s largest consumer of gold, has the 
11th largest gold reserve, with the current holding pegged at 607 
tonnes. 

 International Monetary Fund (IMF) is third on the list with total 
gold reserves of 2,814 tonnes. 
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 Top slot is occupied bythe U.S., which boasts of gold reserves of 
8,133.5 tonnes, followed by Germany with 3,369.7 tonnes. 

 Among Asian countries, China and Japan have more reserves of 
the precious metal when compared to India. 

 Pakistan, with its gold reserves of 64.6 tonnes, occupies the 45th 
position. 

About the World Gold Council (WGC): 

 The World Gold Council is the market development organisation 
for the gold industry. It works across all parts of the industry, 
from gold mining to investment, and their aim is to stimulate 
and sustain demand for gold. 

 The World Gold Council is an association whose members 
comprise the world’s leading gold mining companies. 

  It helps to support its members to mine in a responsible way and 
developed the Conflict Free Gold Standard. 

 Headquartered in the UK, they have offices in India, China, 
Singapore, Japan and the United States. 

 
 

************ 
 

1.3                           Official Secrets Act: 

Why in news? The Election Commission of India (ECI) has recently 
told the Supreme Court that electoral bond, contrary to government 
claims, wreck transparency in political funding. Coupled with the 
removal of cap on foreign funding, they invite foreign corporate 
powers to impact Indian politics, it said in an affidavit filed in the apex 
court. 

In 2018, Official Secrets Act invoked in 5 cases: 

 The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) issued five prosecution 
sanction orders last year under the Official Secrets Act (OSA), 
1923. On October 8, Nishant Agrawal an engineer working at the 
BrahMos Aerospace Private Limited centre in Nagpur was arrested 
on charges of illegally possessing highly sensitive and secret 
documents, the Uttar Pradesh police alleged. 
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The Official Secrets Act OSA: 

 The Official Secrets Act, OSA in short, has its roots in the 
British colonial era. Its predecessor law, The Indian Official 
Secrets Act, 1904 was enacted during the time of Lord Curzon, 
Viceroy of India from 1899 to 1905. 

 It was an amended and more stringent version of The Indian 
Official Secrets Act (Act XIV) of 1889, brought in at a time when 
a large number of powerful newspapers had emerged in several 
languages across India. Fearless editors opposed the Raj’s policies 
on a daily basis, building political consciousness among the 
people, and facing police crackdowns and prison terms to uphold 
their mission and convictions.  

 One of the main purposes of the Act was to muzzle the voice of 
nationalist publications. 

 In April 1923, a newer version of the Official Secrets Act was 
notified. The Indian Official Secrets Act (Act No XIX of 1923) 
replaced the earlier Act, and was extended to all matters of secrecy 
and confidentiality in governance in the country. 

Use of the Act: 

 The most recent conviction under the Act came in 2018, when a 
Delhi court held former diplomat Madhuri Gupta,who had served 
at the Indian High Commission in Islamabad, guilty under the 
OSA. She was sentenced to three years in jail for passing on 
sensitive information to Pakistan’s ISI. 

 In another high-profile case, then Kashmir Times journalist 
Iftikhar Gilani was arrested in June 2002 and charged under the 
OSA for allegedly possessing secret documents relating to the 
deployment of troops in the Valley.  

  In 2017, journalist Poonam Agrawal was charged under the law for 
conducting a sting operation on an Army official who criticised the 
sahayak system in the Army. 

 

 

************ 
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1.4                                C-295 plane deal : 

Why in news? The Indian Air Force (IAF) has several proposals to be 
put up before the Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) when it meets in 
June after the LokSabha elections. 

Among them is the long-delayed deal for C-295 transport aircraft which 
are meant to replace the ageing Avro fleet. 

 

About: 

 The other major IAF deals pending approval are the Acceptance of 
Necessity (AoN) for 114 fighter jets and the fresh proposal for 
six mid-air refuellers cancelled earlier. 

 The IAF has 56 Avro transport aircraft which are in urgent need 
of replacement. Under the present deal, 16 will be built by a 
foreign Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) and the 
remaining 40 to be built in the country by an Indian manufacturer 
under transfer of technology. 

 The sole bid by Airbus and Tata with the C-295 aircraft was 
approved by the DAC in May 2015, but the contractual 
negotiations have been repeatedly delayed.  

 The Request for Proposal (RFP) was issued to global firms in May 
2013. 

 This deal has become even more critical as a separate project to 
jointly co-develop and produce a Medium Transport Aircraft 
(MTA) of 20 tonnes with Russia to replace the An-32s in service 
was scrapped after initial design discussions. 

 The An-32s which are the workhorse of the IAF are currently being 
upgraded under a $400 mn deal finalised with Antonov State 
Corporation of Ukraine in 2009. 
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Related terms: 

Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) : 

 To counter corruption and speed up decision- making in military 
procurement, the government of India in 2001 decided to set up an 
integrated Defence Acquisition Council (DAC). It is headed by the 
Defence Minister. 

 The DAC is responsible to give policy guidelines to acquisitions, 
based on long-term procurement plans.  

 It also clears all acquisitions, which includes both imported and 
those produced indigenously or under a foreign license. 

 The objective of the Defence Acquisition Council is to ensure 
expeditious procurement of the approved requirements of the 
Armed Forces in terms of capabilities sought, and time frame 
prescribed, by optimally utilizing the allocated budgetary resources. 

 
 

Original equipment manufacturer (OEM) 

 An original equipment manufacturer (OEM) is a company that 
produces parts and equipment that may be marketed by 
another manufacturer.  

 For example, Foxconn, a Taiwanese electronics contract 
manufacturing company, which produces a variety of parts and 
equipment for companies such as Apple Inc., Dell, Google, 
Huawei, Nintendo, Xiaomi, etc., is the largest OEM Company in 
the world by both scale and revenue. 

 
************ 

 

1.5    The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT): 

Why in news? The RBI has recently told the National Company Law 
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) that banks would have to classify the 
accounts of debt-ridden IL&FS and its group companies as NPAs in 
terms of its master circular and the Supreme Court’s judgment. 
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About the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT): 

 The constitution of the National Company Law Tribunal and the 
National Company Law Appellate Tribunal is a paradigm shift 
with the intention of establishing a specialized forum to 
adjudicate all disputes/issues pertaining to companies in 
India. 

 The primary objective of constituting these tribunals is to provide a 
simpler, speedier and more accessible dispute resolution 
mechanism. 

 The Government of India has, after fourteen years since their 
introduction, constituted the National Company Law Tribunal 
(NCLT) and the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal 
(NCLAT) under the Companies Act, 2013 (Companies Act) to 
provide for a single judicial forum to adjudicate all disputes 
concerning the affairs of Indian companies. 

 The tribunals have been made effective from 1 June 2016. 
 The NCLT will have eleven benches initially, two at New Delhi and 

one each at Ahmedabad, Allahabad, Bengaluru, Chandigarh, 
Chennai, Guwahati, Hyderabad, Kolkata and Mumbai.  

 The NCLT will comprise a president and judicial and technical 
members, as necessary.  

 While the tribunals have been set up to deal with all company 
related disputes (except any criminal prosecution for offences 
under the Companies Act), the powers currently provided to the 
NCLT and the NCLAT under the recent notifications are limited.  

 

************ 
 

1.6             Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL): 
Why in news? AYUSH ministry and the Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research (CSIR), New Delhi will collaborate in research and 
education in areas of traditional systems of medicine and its 
integration with modern science. 

This is not the first collaboration of the two organisations. CSIR and the 
Department of AYUSH (now Ministry) developed the Traditional 
Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL). 
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About TKDL: 

 The Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL) is an 
Indian digital knowledge repository of the traditional 
knowledge, especially about medicinal plants and formulations 
used in Indian systems of medicine. 

 Set up in 2001, as Collaboration between the Council of 
scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) and the MINISTRY OF 
AYUSH. 

 Objective of the library is to protect the ancient and traditional 
knowledge of the country from biopiracy and unethical patents, 
by documenting it electronically and classifying it as per 
international patent classification systems. 

 Apart from that, the non-patent database serves to foster modern 
research based on traditional knowledge, as it simplifies access 
to this vast knowledge of remedies or practices. 

The TKDL contains documentation of publicly available traditional 
knowledge (TK) that: 

 Relates to Ayurveda, Unani, Siddha and Yoga 

 Is in digitized format 

 Is available in five languages: English, German, French, Japanese 
and Spanish. 

 The TKDL: 

 Seeks to prevent the granting of patents for products developed 
utilizing TK where there has been little, if any, inventive step 

 Intends to act as a bridge between information recorded in ancient 
Sanskrit and patent examiners (with its database containing 
information in a language and format understandable to patent 
examiners) 

 Facilitates access to information not easily available to patent 
examiners, thereby minimizing the possibility that patents could be 
granted for “inventions” involving only minor or insignificant 
modifications. 

 

************ 
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1.7          Global Initiative of Academic Networks (GIAN): 

Why in news? The National Institute of Technology, Tiruchi, had 
launched a programmed under the Global Initiative of Academic 
Networks (GIAN) in Higher Education, aimed at tapping the talent pool 
of scientists and entrepreneurs. 

What is GIAN program? 

 Global Initiative of Academic Networks (GIAN) in Higher Education 
was launched in2015. It is a program of Ministry of Human 
Resource and Development. 

Aim: 

 GIAN aims at tapping the talent pool of scientists and 
entrepreneurs to engage with the institutes of higher 
education in India to augment the country’s existing academic 
resources, accelerate the pace of quality reforms, and further 
strengthen India’s scientific and technological capabilities. 

Objectives: 

 To increase the footfalls of reputed international faculty in the 
Indian academic institutes. 

  To provide opportunity to our faculty to learn and share 
knowledge and teaching skills in cutting edge areas. 

 To provide opportunity to our students to seek knowledge and 
experience from reputed International faculty. 

 To create avenue for possible collaborative research with the 
international faculty. 

 Develop high quality course material in niche areas, both through 
video and print that can be used by a larger body of students and 
teachers. 

 To document and develop new pedagogic methods in emerging 
topics of national and international interest. 
 

 

************ 
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1.8                   Global Talent Competitiveness Index: 

Why in news? Global Talent Competitive Index (GTCI) for 2019 has 
been recently released. 

Background: 

 GTCI, launched in 2013, is an annual benchmarking report that 
measures the ability of countries to compete for talent. 

 It is released by INSEAD business school in partnership with Tata 
Communications and Adecco Group. 

 The report measures levels of Global Talent Competitiveness by 
looking at 68 variables such as ease of hiring, gender earnings gap, 
and prevalence of training in firms. 

 Uniqueness of this year’s report: 

 This year’s report has a special focus on entrepreneurial talent – 
how it is being encouraged, nurtured and developed throughout the 
world and how this affects the relative competitiveness of different 
economies. 

 The report also reveals that cities rather than countries are 
developing stronger roles as talent hubs and will be crucial to 
reshaping the global talent scene. 

 India’s performance: 

 India remains the laggard in the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, 
China and South Africa) region and was ranked 80. 

 It performs better than its lower-income peers when it comes to 
growing (48th) talent, primarily by virtue of the possibilities for 
Lifelong Learning (38th) and Access to Growth Opportunities 
(41st). 

 An above-average Business and Labour Landscape (38th) and 
Employability (34th) raise the scores of the pillars related to Enable 
(70th) and Vocational and Technical Skills (72nd) that are 
otherwise hampered by the remaining sub-pillars. 

 Notwithstanding the scope for improvement across the 
board, India’s biggest challenge is to improve its ability to 
attract (95th) and Retain (96th) talent. 

 Above all, there is a need to address its poor level of Internal 
Openness (116th)—in particular with respect to weak gender 
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equality and low tolerances towards minorities and immigrants—
and its disappointing showing in Lifestyle indicators. 

 Global findings: 

 In this sixth edition, Switzerland continues to lead the 2019 Global 
Talent Competitiveness index, while Singapore and the United 
States come in second and third respectively. 

 Yemen has finished at the bottom of this year’s index at 125th, 
just below Congo (124th) and Burundi (123rd). 

 
************ 

 

1.9                Dissent in the Election Commission : 

Why in news? Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa has recently 
dissented with the opinion of his colleagues in the Election Commission 
in five different matters pertaining to alleged violations of the Model 
Code of Conduct. 

What happens in case of dissent? 

 Section 10(Disposal of business by Election Commission) of The 
Election Commission (Conditions of Service of Election 
Commissioners and Transaction of Business)Act, 1991, lays 
down that “all business of the Election Commission shall, as far as 
possible, be transacted unanimously”. 

 Dissent is, however, provided for in the Act itself, which says: “If 
the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and other Election 
Commissioners (ECs) differ in opinion on any matter, such matter 
shall be decided according to the opinion of the majority”. 

Background: 

 The CEC and ECs are appointed by the President to tenure of six 
years, or up to the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier. 

 They enjoy the same status and receive salary and perks as judges 
of the Supreme Court of India. 

 The Election Commission of India draws its authority from the 
Constitution itself. Under Article 324, the powers of 
“superintendence, direction and control of elections” are to be 
vested in an Election Commission. 
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Has the EC always been a multi- member body? 

 The Constitution does not fix the size of the Election Commission. 
Article 324(2) says that “the Election Commission shall consist of 
the Chief Election Commissioner and such number of other 
Election Commissioners, if any, as the President may from time 
to time fix”. 

 From the beginning, the Election Commission of India consisted of 
just the Chief Election Commissioner. 

 However, on October 16, 1989,the Congress government of 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi appointed two more Election 
Commissioners, making the Election Commission a multi-member 
body. 

 On January 2, 1990, the National Front government of Prime 
Minister VP Singh amended the rules, making the Election 
Commission a single-member body again. 

 However, on October 1, 1993, the government of Prime Minister 
PV Narasimha Rao promulgated an Ordinance to provide for the 
appointment of two more Election Commissioners. 

 The Election Commission has had three members ever since. The 
Ordinance was subsequently replaced by The Chief Election 
Commissioner and Other Election Commissioners (Conditions of 
Service) Amendment Act, 1993, which came into effect on 
January 4, 1994. 
 

************ 

 

1.10                           BRO celebrates 59th Raising Day : 

Why in news? The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has recently 
celebrated its 59th Raising Day on 7th May, 2019. 

About the BRO: 

 The BRO was formed on 7 May 1960 to secure India’s borders and 
develop infrastructure in remote areas of the north and north-east 
states of the country. 
It functions under the control of the Ministry of Defence since 
2015. 

 BRO executes road construction and maintenance works along 
the northern and western frontiers primarily to meet the strategic 
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requirements of the army and is responsible for maintenance of 
over 53,000 km of roads. 

 BRO is staffed by officers and troops drawn from the Indian 
Army’s Corps of Engineers, Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, 
Army Service Corps, Military Police and army personnel on extra 
regimental employment. 
 

 Further, Engineering Service and personnel from the General 
Reserve Engineer Force (GREF) form the parent cadre of the 
Border Roads Organisation. 

The organisation maintains operations in twenty-one states and 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. The BRO has also constructed roads in 
friendly foreign countries such as Bhutan, Myanmar and Afghanistan. 

 

Role of the BRO: 

 To Develop & Maintain the Operational Road Infrastructure of 
General Staff (GS) in the Border Areas. 

 To Contribute to the Socio-Economic Development of the Border 
States. 

 To Develop & Maintain Roads to Keep Line of Control through in 
Original Sectors and Re-deployed Sectors. 

 To Execute Additional Tasks as laid down by the Govt Contributing 
to the War Effort. 

 BRO is entrusted for construction of Roads, Bridges, Tunnels, 
Causeways, Helipads and Airfields. 

 

************ 

 

1.11                                FCRA Licence: 

Why in news?  The Home Ministry has recently cancelled the 

FCRA license of Infosys Foundation after a request was made by the 
not-for-profit initiative of the IT major. 
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What is FCRA? 

  It regulates the foreign contribution (money donation) and 
foreign hospitality (e.g. free airplane tickets and hotel lodging 
during videsh-yaatra) given to various NGOs, institutes, judges, 
journalists, public servants etc. 

What is the need of FCRA Act? 

 To check that foreigners are not affecting India’s electoral 
politics, public servants, judges, journalists, NGOs etc for wrong 
purposes. 

 If someone violates the FCRA act, he can be sent to jail for up to 5 
years. 

Who can accept Foreign Contribution? 

1. Organizations working for definite cultural, social, economic, 
educational or religious programs. But first, they’ve get 
permission from the Ministry of Home Affairs and, 

2. Second, they have to maintain separate account book listing the 
donation received from foreigners and get it audited by a Chartered 
Accountant and submit it to Home Ministry every year. 

Who cannot accept Foreign Contribution? 

1. Election candidate. 
2. MP and MLAs. 
3. Newspaper-walla: Correspondent, columnist, cartoonist, editor, 

owner, printer or publishers of a registered Newspaper. 
4. Public Servants: Judge, government servant or employee of any 

Corporation or any other body controlled on owned by the 
Government. 

Controversy: 

 The Home Ministry had earlier made a notification that if xyz 
organization’s accounts are audited by CAG then it does not 
need to maintain FCRA accounts. E.g Jamia Milia, JNU etc. are 
audited by CAG so they don’t need to maintain FCRA accounts in 
the first place. 
 

   ************ 
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2.                           International 
 

2.1                                   UNCITRAL: 

Why in news? The United Nations Commission on International 
Trade Law (UNCITRAL) has drafted procedural rules upon which parties 

may agree for the conduct of arbitral proceedings. 

 The original UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules were adopted in 1976 
and have been used for the settlement of a broad range of 
disputes, including disputes between private commercial parties 
where no arbitral institution is involved, investor-State disputes, 
State-to-State disputes and commercial disputes administered 
by arbitral institutions. 

What is the mandate of UNCITRAL? 

 The United Nations Commission on International Trade Law 
(UNCITRAL) (established in 1966) is a subsidiary body of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations with the general mandate 
to further the progressive harmonization and unification of the law 
of international trade.  

 UNCITRAL meets once a year, typically in summer, alternatively 
in New York and in Vienna. 

 UNCITRAL was originally composed of 29 States; its membership 
was expanded in 1973 to 36 States and again in 2004 to 60 
States.  

 Members of the Commission are elected for terms of six years, the 
terms of half the members expiring every three years. 

 There are five regional groups represented within the 
Commission: African States; Asian States; Eastern European 
States; Latin American and Caribbean States; Western European 
and Other States. 

UNCITRALVs WTO: 

 The Secretariat of UNCITRAL is the International Trade Law 
Division of the Office of Legal Affairs of the United Nations 
Secretariat. In contrast, the World Trade Organization (WTO) is 
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an intergovernmental organization independent from the United 
Nations. 

 

The issues dealt with by the WTO and UNCITRAL are different.  

 The WTO deals with trade policy issues, such as trade 
liberalization, abolition of trade barriers, unfair trade practices or 
other similar issues usually related to public law, whereas 
UNCITRAL deals with the laws applicable to private parties in 
international transactions.  

 As a consequence, UNCITRAL is not involved with "state-to-
state" issues such as anti-dumping, countervailing duties, or 
import quotas. 

 

************ 
 

2.2           IMF forecasts dip in global growth in 2019: 

Why in news? The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has projected 

that global growth will be 3.3% in 2019, down from 3.6% in 2018 and 
4% in 2017. 

About The report: 

 This lower projection is due to lower global expansion in the 
second half of 2018 caused by U.S.-China trade tensions, 
macroeconomic stress in Turkey and Argentina, tighter credit 
policies in China and financial tightening plus a normalisation 
of monetary policy in advanced economies 

 India’s growth is projected to pick up (from 7.1% in 2018) to 7.3% 
in 2019 and 7.5% in 2020, “supported by the continued recovery 
of investment and robust consumption amid a more expansionary 
stance of monetary policy and some expected impetus from fiscal 
policy. 

 These forecasts are nevertheless less by 10 and 20 basis points 
from the January and October forecasts. 

 Nevertheless, reflecting the recent revision to the national account 
statistics that indicated somewhat softer underlying momentum, 
growth forecasts have been revised downward compared with 
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October 2018 WEO by 0.1 percentage point for 2019 and 0.2 
percentage point for 2020, respectively. 

About The International Monetary Fund (IMF): 

 The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is an international 
organization headquartered in Washington, D.C., consisting of 
"189 countries working to foster global monetary cooperation, 
secure financial stability, facilitate international trade, promote 
high employment and sustainable economic growth, and reduce 
poverty around the world." 

  Formed in 1944 at the Bretton Woods Conference primarily by 
the ideas of Harry Dexter White and John Maynard Keynes, it 
came into formal existence in 1945 with 29 member countries 
and the goal of reconstructing the international payment system. 

  It now plays a central role in the management of balance of 
payments difficulties and international financial crises.  

 Countries contribute funds to a pool through a quota system from 
which countries experiencing balance of payments problems can 
borrow money. As of 2016, the fund had SDR477 billion (about 
$667 billion). 

 
 
 

************  

 

2.3                    International Maritime Organisation (IMO) 

Why in news? International Maritime Organisation (IMO) has launched 
new rules to introduce electronic information exchange between ships 
and ports for national governments. 

 Its objective is to make cross border trade easy and hassle free.  

 It was important measure because 10 billion tonnes of goods are 
traded by sea annually across the globe. 

Background: 

 The requirement, mandatory under IMO’s Convention on 
Facilitation of International Maritime Traffic (FAL Convention), is 
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part of amendments under the revised Annex to the FAL 
Convention, adopted in 2016. 

International Maritime Organization: 

 The International Maritime Organization is a specialized agency of 
the United Nations. 

 IMO is responsible for measures to improve the safety and 
security of international shipping and to prevent pollution 
from ships. 

 It is also involved in legal matters, including liability and 
compensation issues and the facilitation of international maritime 
traffic. 

 It was established by means of a Convention adopted under the 
auspices of the United Nations in Geneva on 17 March 1948 and 
met for the first time in January 1959. 

 It currently has 174 Member States. 

 

************ 

 

2.4                                                     17+1Summit : 

About 16+1: 

 The 16+1 format is an initiative by the People’s Republic of China 
aimed at intensifying and expanding cooperation with 11 EU 
Member States and 5 Balkan countries (Albania, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Estonia, 
Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Macedonia, Montenegro, Poland, 
Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia) in the fields of investments, 
transport, finance, science, education, and culture.  

 In the framework of the initiative, China has defined three potential 
priority areas for economic cooperation: infrastructure, high 
technologies, and green technologies. 

 
The “17+1” Summit & its impacts: 

 17 + 1 includes  (16 + 1 ) and Greece  
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 The emergence of the 17+1 will have direct bearing on China-CEE 
cooperation.  

 Greece is significantly different from the other participants in this 
initiative. Being post-communist states is one feature that all 16 
participating states seem to share. 

  The addition of Greece will likely dilute some of the regional 
dimensions of the China-CEE cooperation and re-emphasize the 
bilateral nature of China’s relations with individual countries.  

This is a strategic move that would appeal both to Beijing and the CEE 
capitals, and is also intended to allay EU fears that China is trying to 
split the continent (although it is dubious how effective this would 
be). 

The development of a 17+1 initiative demonstrates that China has 
already become a fully-fledged European power.  

The growing number of Chinese investments and relationships in the 
continent suggests a much broader and more complex entanglement in 
European affairs than either Beijing or any European capital 
expected. 

 
************ 

 

2.5                       UN Security Council 1267: 

Why in news? US asks Pakistan to freeze funds of designated terror 
groups, supports actions against Jaish-e-Mohammad which is listed in 
the UNSC 1267 list after the Pulwama terror attack. 

About UNSC 1267: 

 It is a UN Security Council Resolution passed in 1999 under 
Article 41 of UN to establish a sanction regime against 
individuals/groups associated with Al-Qaida. 

 It was the response to attack on the US embassies in Nairobi and 
Darussalam by Al Qaeda leader Osama Bin Laden and other 
associated groups in 1999. 

 Since US invasion in Afghanistan, the sanctions have been applied 
to individuals and organizations in all parts of the world. 
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 The UNSCR 1267 (1999), its modifications and its successor 
resolutions require countries to immediately freeze funds, 
financial assets or economic resources of individuals and 
entities who are designated as terrorist or terrorist 
organizations. 

 Further, countries should ensure that no funds, financial assets or 
economic resources are made available to or for the benefit of such 
designated persons or entities or their beneficiaries. 

 Under the SCR 1267, there is no scope for judicial review of the 
Security Council decision. 

 No full reasons for designating individuals or organizations as 
terrorists need be given to the individuals or the entities concerned. 

India and 1267 Sanction regime: 

 It was repeatedly in news due to India’s attempts to designate 
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) chief Masood Azhar as a terrorist 
under the 1267 sanction regime. 

 The Sanction Committee comprises all 15 members of the Security 
Council and makes its decision by consensus. 

 China is the only country in UN Security Council that blocks 
India’s attempt to include Masood Azhar in the terrorist list. 

 
 

************ 
 

2.6                    Generalized System of Preference (GSP): 

Why in news?  The U.S. should not terminate the GSP 
programme with India after the expiry of the 60-day notice period, a 
group of 25 influential American lawmakers urged the U.S. Trade 
Representative, warning that companies seeking to expand their 
exports to India could be hit. 

What is Generalised System of Preferences (GSP)? 

 The Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) is a U.S. trade 
program designed to promote economic growth in the developing 
world by providing preferential duty-free entry for up to 4,800 
products from 129 designated beneficiary countries and 
territories. 
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 GSP was instituted on January 1, 1976, by the Trade Act of 
1974. 

 GSP has been given on non-reciprocal basis yet the US has linked 
it with market access and tariff reduction which is against the 
basic tenets of GSP. 

 What is the objective of GSP? 

 The objective of GSP was to give development support to poor 
countries by promoting exports from them into the developed 
countries.  

 GSP promotes sustainable development in beneficiary countries by 
helping these countries to increase and diversify their trade with 
the United States. 

Benefits of GSP: 

 Indian exporters benefit indirectly – through the benefit that 
accrues to the importer by way of reduced tariff or duty free entry 
of eligible Indian products 

 Reduction or removal of import duty on an Indian product makes 
it more competitive to the importer – other things (e.g. quality) 
being equal. 

 This tariff preference helps new exporters to penetrate a market 
and established exporters to increase their market share and to 
improve upon the profit margins, in the donor country. 

 US Concern regarding GSP Continuation to developing countries: 

 President Donald Trump’s case on what he calls “unequal tariffs” 
from India rests on the trade relationship in favour of India: Indian 
exports to the U.S. in 2017-18 stood at $47.9 billion, while imports 
were $26.7 billion. 

 Trump Administration has criticized India for a range of unfair 
trading practices– decision on data localisation for all companies 
operating in India, and the more recent tightening norms for FDI in 
e-commerce have aggravated the situation. 

 Sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) barriers in India limit U.S. 
agricultural exports. 
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What is the impact of GSP withdrawal on India? 

 India exports nearly 50 products of the 94 products on which GSP 
benefits are stopped. The GSP removal will leave a reasonable 
impact on India as the country enjoyed preferential tariff on exports 
worth of nearly $ 5. 6 billion under the GSP route out of the total 
exports of $48 bn in 2017-18 

************ 

 

2.7                Trade disputes between India & USA: 

Why in news?  India has decided to postpone the proposed higher 

tariffs on high-value goods from US with its access to US markets 
through Generalised System of Preferences (GSP)    under stake. 

About the GSP: 

 The GSP is a U.S. trade program designed to promote economic 
growth in the developing world. 

 It was instituted in 1976 by the Trade Act of 1974. 

 It provides preferential duty-free entry for up to 4,800 products 
from more than 120 designated beneficiary countries and 
territories. 

 It was extended to India in 1976, under which India is able to 
export about 2,000 product lines to the U.S. under zero tariff. 

 United States Trade Representative (USTR) is currently viewing 
India’s eligibility under the programme. 

 USTR notified that Indian exports did not qualify for GSP 
benefits under their updated eligibility criteria. However, final 
presidential proclamation is still pending. 

 India is the largest beneficiary nation under the GSP, having 
exported goods worth $5.6 billion to the US in 2017-18. 

WHAT IS TARRIF? 

 A tariff or customs duty is a financial charge in the form of a tax, 
imposed at the border on goods going from one customs territory 
to another. Tariffs applied to imports are usually collected by 
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customs officials of the importing country when goods are cleared 
through customs for domestic consumption.  

 Tariffs can also be imposed on exports but the import tariffs are 
the most common type of tariffs and have been the main focus of 
attention of GATT/WTO negotiations. 

 There are different types of tariffs, depending on the way they are 
calculated. Two of the most common types of tariffs used are ad 
valorem tariffs and specific tariffs. 

 

TYPES OF TARIFF: 

Ad valorem tariff: 
 A tariff calculated on the basis of the value of the imported good, 

expressed as a percentage of such value. For example, an ad 
valorem tariff of 10% on an imported car worth US$ 10000 would 
lead to a requirement to pay US$ 1000 as customs duty. 

Specific Tariff: 

 A specific tariff is a tariff calculated on the basis of a unit of 
measure, such as weight or volume, of the imported good. For 
example, a tariff of Rs. 1000 per gram of Gold on imported Gold. 

 

************ 

 

2.8                                   OECD Index : 

Why in news?  India has found problems with the current 
method under which the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) ranks countries based on their services trade 
policies, indicating the outcomes are biased and counter-intuitive. 

 Launched in 2014, the Services Trade Restrictiveness Index 
(STRI), computed by the OECD, is now available for 2018 for a 
total of 45 economies (36 OECD and the rest non-OECD) and 22 
sectors. 
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About the (OECD): 

 The Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) is an international, intergovernmental economic 
organization of 34 countries.  

 OECD was founded in the year 1961 to stimulate world trade and 
economic progress. 

 Its headquarters is in Paris. 

Objective: 

 Promote Employment 
 Improve the standard of living 
 Facilitate world trade growth 
 Maintain financial stability 

 The OECD superseded the OEEC (Organization for European 
Economic Co-operation) which worked towards the reconstruction 
of European countries that were devastated during the WWII. 

 The OECD extends assistance to non-European countries. Its 
member nations include the United States, Canada, Australia, 
Japan, Mexico and. New Zealand. 

OECD Achievement: 

 Shifted to ‘Think global, act local’ to maximize new opportunities 
for democratic participation. 

 Major publications include the OECD Economic Outlook, OECD 
Fact book, OECD Economic surveys and ‘Going for Growth.’ 

 Continued focus on economic growth through innovation. 

Challenges: 

 Developing an effective enabling network, strengthening solid 
accountability mechanisms and safeguarding public interest 
represent some serious challenges for the OECD. 

 Also, the OECD Restated Job Strategy aims to formulate pro-
employment policies to improve labor market outcomes.  

 However, its productivity impact remains unclear. 

Trade restrictiveness indices (STRIs): 

 This paper presents the services trade restrictiveness indices 
(STRIs) for financial services. The STRIs are composite indices 
taking values between zero and one, zero representing an open 
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market and one a market completely closed to foreign services 
providers.  

 The indices are calculated for 40 countries, the 34 OECD 
members and Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Russia and South 
Africa. The STRIs capture de jure restrictions.  

 This report presents the first vintage of indicators for 
commercial banking and insurance services and captures 
regulations in force in 2013. 

 

************ 
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3.                              Economy 
 

3.1 Marginal Cost of Funds based Lending Rate (MCLR): 

Why in news? With the first bimonthly review of the Reserve Bank of 

India’s monetary policy of this fiscal scheduled to be announced on 
April 4, there is an expectation of another rate cut as inflation continues 
to remain soft. 

About: 

 Though retail inflation — the central bank’s main yardstick for 
policy making — rose to a four-month high of 2.57% in 
February, it is still below the RBI’s medium-term target of 4%. 

 In the previous policy in February — which was the first one 
under Governor Shaktikanta Das — the central bank had reduced 
the repo rate by 25 basis points (bps) to 6.25%. [100 basis points 
= 1 percentage point] 

 Despite the rate cut, the response from banks, in cutting lending 
rates, has only been partial. Only a few banks reduced their 
marginal cost of funds based lending rate (MCLR) — the 
benchmark lending rate to which all the loans are linked — by 10-
15 bps. 

Marginal Cost of Funds based Lending Rate (MCLR): 

 The MCLR methodology for fixing interest rates for advances was 
introduced by the Reserve Bank of India with effect from April 1, 
2016. This new methodology replaces the base rate system 
introduced in July 2010. 

  In other words, all rupee loans sanctioned and credit limits 
renewed April 1, 2016 would be priced with reference to the 
Marginal Cost of Funds based Lending Rate (MCLR) which will 
be the internal benchmark (means a reference rate determined 
internally by the bank) for such purposes. 
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What is Base Rate System? 

  Base rate is the minimum rate set by the Reserve Bank of India 
below which banks are not allowed to lend to its customers.  

 It is decided in order to enhance transparency in the credit 
market and ensure that banks pass on the lower cost of fund to 
their customers 

 

Reasons for introducing MCLR: 

 RBI decided to shift from base rate to MCLR because the rates 
based on marginal cost of funds are more sensitive to changes 
in the policy rates. This is very essential for the effective 
implementation of monetary policy. Prior to MCLR system, different 
banks were following different methodology for calculation of 
base rate /minimum rate – that is either on the basis of average 
cost of funds or marginal cost of funds or blended cost of funds. 

Thus, MCLR aims: 

 To improve the transmission of policy rates into the lending rates 
of banks. 

 To bring transparency in the methodology followed by banks for 
determining interest rates on advances. 

 To ensure availability of bank credit at interest rates which are fair 
to borrowers as well as banks. 

 To enable banks to become more competitive and enhance their 
long run value and contribution to economic growth. 

 

 
************ 

 

3.2  Industrial growth declines to 20-month low, inflation up: 

Why in news? Industrial growth slowed in February to 0.1%, driven 

by an across-the-board slow down, especially in key sectors like 
manufacturing, mining, capital goods, and infrastructure, according 
to latest official data. 
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About the Index of Industrial Production (IIP): 

 The Index of Industrial Production (IIP) is an index for India which 
details out the growth of various sectors in an economy such 
as mineral mining, electricity and manufacturing.  

 The all India IIP is a composite indicator that measures the short-
term changes in the volume of production of a basket of 
industrial products during a given period with respect to that 
in a chosen base period. 

  It is compiled and published monthly by the central statistical 
organisation (CSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation six weeks after the reference month ends. 

 The level of the Index of Industrial Production (IIP) is an abstract 
number, the magnitude of which represents the status of 
production in the industrial sector for a given period of time as 
compared to a reference period of time.  

 The base year was at one time fixed at 1993–94 so that year was 
assigned an index level of 100. The current base year is 2011-
2012. 

 The Eight Core Industries comprise nearly 40.27% of the weight 
of items included in the Index of Industrial Production (IIP). 
These are Electricity, steel, refinery products, crude oil, coal, 
cement, natural gas and fertilisers. 
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What Is the Consumer Price Index (CPI)? 

 The Consumer Price Index (CPI) is a measure that examines 
the weighted average of prices of a basket of consumer goods 
and services, such as transportation, food and medical care. It 
is calculated by taking price changes for each item in the 
predetermined basket of goods and averaging them.  

 Changes in the CPI are used to assess price changes associated 
with the cost of living; the CPI is one of the most frequently used 
statistics for identifying periods of inflation or deflation. 

 
 

************ 
 

3.3        IMF’s report on Non-Performing Assets(NPA):  

Why in news? There continues to be a high stock of non-performing 
assets (NPAs) in India, and there has been some progression. Further 
progress is welcome, IMF head of Monetary and Capital Markets 
Tobias Adrian recently said.  
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About the report: 

 Mr. Adrian made these remarks at the release of the multilateral 
institution’s April 2019Global Financial Stability Report (GFSR) 
as part of the World Bank IMF Spring Meetings. 

 The GFSR provides an assessment of balance sheet 
vulnerabilities across financial and non-financial sectors in 
advanced and emerging market economies. 

 The level of capitalization of some banks, particularly government-
owned banks should be supported.  

 There were some steps taken by the authorities to boost capital 
buffers in banks and also governments in state-owned banks that 
have had some positive impact. 

 Portfolio flows to emerging markets are influenced by 
benchmark-driven investors — 70% of country allocations of 
investment funds are impacted by benchmark indices.  

 This category of investors are more sensitive to global financial 
conditions and as they command increasing shares of portfolio 
flows, external shocks may propagate to medium-size, and frontier 
market economies faster than they did in the past. 

Report on China: 

 China is likely to become more important for other emerging 
markets as it gets included in benchmark indices. Portfolio flows 
to China are expected to increase by $150 billion by 2020 due to 
its inclusion in a global bond index, according to the report. 

 Financial vulnerabilities in China remain high, and the authorities 
face a difficult trade-off between supporting near-term growth, 
countering adverse external shock, and containing leverage 
through regulatory tightening. 

About the Global Financial Stability Report (GFSR) : 

 The Global Financial Stability Report (GFSR) is a semiannual report 
by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) that assesses the 
stability of global financial markets and emerging-market financing.  

 It is released twice per year, in April and October.  

 The GFSR focuses on current conditions, especially financial and 
structural imbalances that could risk an upset in global financial 
stability and access to financing by emerging-market countries. 



 

www.vaidicslucknow.com Page 35 
 

 It emphasizes the ramifications of financial and economic 
imbalances that are highlighted in one of the IMF's other 
publications, the World Economic Outlook. 

 

************ 

3.4                              MCA-21 Database : 

Why in news? The deficiencies found in the MCA-21 database of the 
corporate sector, where more than a third of the sample companies 
were either untraceable, out of coverage, or closed, will not have a major 
impact on the calculation of GDP and GVA, according to prominent 
statisticians closely associated with the subject. 

About the MCA21: 

 MCA21 is an e-Governance initiative of Ministry of Company 
Affairs (MCA), Government of India that enables an easy and 
secure access of the MCA services to the corporate entities, 
professionals and citizens of India. 

Objective: 

 The MCA21 application is designed to fully automate all processes 
related to the proactive enforcement and compliance of the legal 
requirements under the Companies Act, 1956, New Companies 
Act, 2013 and Limited Liability Partnership Act, 2008. This will 
help the business community to meet their statutory obligations. 

Significance: 

The MCA21 application offers the following. 

 Enables the business community to register a company and file 
statutory documents quickly and easily. 

 Provides easy access of public documents. 
 Helps faster and effective resolution of public grievances. 
 Helps registration and verification of charges easily. 
 Ensures proactive and effective compliance with relevant. laws and 

corporate governance. 
 Enables the MCA employees to deliver best of breed services. 
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Related terms: 

About the GVA 

 In economics, gross value added (GVA) is the measure of the value of 
goods and services produced in an area, industry or sector of an 
economy.  

 In national accounts GVA is output minus intermediate 
consumption; it is a balancing item of the national accounts' 
production account 

About the GDP 

 Gross domestic product (GDP) is a monetary measure of the market 
value of all the final goods and services produced in a period of 
time, often annually.  

 GDP (nominal) per capita does not, however, reflect differences in the 
cost of living and the inflation rates of the countries; therefore using a 
basis of GDP per capita at purchasing power parity (PPP) is arguably 
more useful when comparing differences in living standards between 
nations. 

 

************ 
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4.                      Science & Technology 
 

4.1                                  Mission Shakti : 

Why in news? Indian scientists have successfully conducted Mission 
Shakti shooting down a live satellite target in the low earth orbit (LEO). 

What is it? 

 Mission Shakti is a joint programme of the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) and the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO). 

 As part of the mission, an anti-satellite (A-SAT) weapon was 
launched and targeted an Indian satellite which had been 
decommissioned. Mission Shakti was carried out from DRDO’s 
testing range in Odisha’s Balasore. 

Significance: 

 India is only the 4th country to acquire such a specialised and 
modern capability, and Entire effort is indigenous. Till now, only 
the US, Russia and China had the capability to hit a live target in 
space. 
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What does Low Earth Orbit (LEO) mean? 

 A low Earth orbit (LEO) is an orbit around Earth with an altitude 
above Earth's surface from 160 kms to 2,000kilometers (1,200 
miles). 

 LEO is high enough to cross all the mountains and also high 
enough that atmospheric drag won't bring satellites right back 
home again. 

 It is worth to mention that objects below approximately 160 
kilometers (99 mi) will experience very rapid orbital decay and 
altitude loss. 

Features: 

 Technically, objects in low-Earth orbit are at an altitude of 
between 160 to 2,000 km (99 to 1200 mt) above the Earth’s 
surface.  

 Objects at this altitude also have an orbital period (i.e. the time it 
will take them to orbit the Earth once) of between 88 and 127 
minutes. 

Temperature: 

 Temperatures in this region also increase with height, which is 
due to the extremely low density of its molecules. So while 
temperatures in the thermosphere can rise as high as 1500 °C 
(2700 °F), the spacing of the gas molecules means that it would 
not feel hot to a human who was in direct contact with the air.  

 It is also at this altitude that the phenomena known as Aurora 
Borealis and Aurara Australis are known to take place. 

Examples of LEO: 

 Most satellites, the Space Shuttle, the International Space 
Station and the Hubble Space Telescope are also present in 
LEO. Most manmade objects in space are in LEO. Most navigation 
satellites by military are also in LEO. 
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Advantages of LEO: 

1. LEO is good for the human experiments because of its low distance 
from the earth. 

2. LEO is convenient for fixing broken or damaged things, inspecting 
damage and installing new instruments etc. 

3. LEO is less time and money consuming. The scientists can do the 
experiments; fix the problems and return back in short time. 

4. Communication and Navigation Satellites in this orbit provide good 
services at the low cost. 

Disadvantages of LEO: 

1. This orbit is too close to earth that is why is has some atmospheric 
drag. Over the time objects in this orbit slow down and their orbits slowly 
decay this allows the influence of gravity to pull the object towards the 
Earth. 

2. As we know that most the satellites are sent in the LEO only so LEO is 
becoming increasingly congested with space debris. 

 

History of ASAT : 

 ASAT is the technological capability to hit and destroy satellites in 
space through missiles launched from the ground. 

 ASAT weapon systems have a long history and were a product of 
the Cold War hostilities between the United States and the Soviet 
Union. 

 They came back into popular currency after China conducted an 
anti-satellite missile test on Jan 2007. 

 The target was a Chinese weather satellite — the FY-1C – that 
sailed at an altitude of 865 km. (537 mt). 

 A year later, the US launched ‘Operation Burnt Frost,’ the code 
name to intercept and destroy a non-functioning satellite named 
USA-193. 
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Why target satellites? 

 Satellites are extremely critical infrastructure of any country these 
days. A large number of crucial applications are now satellite-
based. 

 These include navigation systems, communication networks, 
broadcasting, banking systems, stock markets, weather 
forecasting, disaster management, and military applications etc. 

 Destroying a satellite would render these applications useless. 

 It can cripple enemy infrastructure, and bring it down on knees, 
without causing any threat to human lives. 

Problem of space debris: 

 Anything launched into the space remains in space, almost forever, 
unless it is specifically brought down or slowly disintegrates over 
decades or centuries. 

 Satellites that are past their life and are no longer required also 
remain in space, orbiting aimlessly in some orbit. 

 According to the NASA, there were 19,137 man-made objects in 
space that were large enough to be tracked. 

 These included active and inactive satellites, rockets and their 
parts, and other small fragments. 

 A satellite that is destroyed by a missile disintegrates into small 
pieces, and adds to the space debris. 

 The threat from the space debris is that it could collide with the 
operational satellites and render them dysfunctional. 
 
 

************ 
 

4.2                            NASA’s ‘twins study’ : 

Why in news? A NASA study of a U.S. astronaut who spent a year in 
space while his twin brother remained on the earth is providing 
insights into the effects of spaceflight on the human body. 

Experiment:  

 The Twins Study by NASA involves studying identical twin 
astronauts Scott and Mark Kelly. Scott went to the International 
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Space Station (ISS) in 2015 for 340 days. His identical brother 
Mark remained on the Earth as a control subject. 

Objective:  

 Because the twins share the same genetic code, any observed 
differences could be linked to Scott's time aboard the International 
Space Station (ISS). 

 This can show how an extended stay in space may impact the 
human body. 

Findings: 

 Spaceflight can definitely trigger changes in the human body. But 
the vast majority of these changes disappear within just a few short 
months of returning to Earth. 

Living in a microgravity environment can:  

 damage DNA  
 Impact the way thousands of individual genes are expressed 
 Increase the length of telomeres (the shielding caps that protect 

the ends of our chromosomes) 
 Thicken artery walls etc. 

Significance:  

 The Twins Study is a stepping stone towards long duration space 
exploration such as journeys to Mars. 
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About The International Space Station (ISS): 

 It is a space station, or a habitable artificial satellite, in low Earth 
orbit. 

 Its first component launched into orbit in 1998, and the ISS is now 
the largest human-made body in low Earth orbit. 

 The ISS serves as a microgravity and space environment 
research laboratory in which crew members conduct experiments in 
biology, human biology, physics, astronomy, meteorology, and other 
fields. 

 Five different space agencies representing 15 countries built the 
$100-billion International Space Station and continue to operate it 
today.  

 NASA, Russia’s Roscosmos State Corporation for Space Activities 
(Roscosmos), the European Space Agency, the Canadian Space 
Agency and the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency are the 
primary space agency partners on the project. 

 
 

************ 
 

4.3                                Aditya- L1 Mission: 

Why in news? Aditya or Aditya-L1 is a spacecraft whose mission is to 
study the Sun. It was conceptualised by the Advisory Committee for 
Space Research in January 2008. It has been designed and will be built 
in collaboration between Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and 
various Indian research organizations and will be launched in first half 
of 2020. 
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Objectives: 

 It will study the sun’s outer most layers, the corona and the 
chromospheres and collect data about coronal mass ejection, 
which will also yield information for space weather prediction. 

Significance of the mission:  

 The data from Aditya mission will be immensely helpful in 
discriminating between different models for the origin of solar 
storms and also for constraining how the storms evolve and 
what path they take through the interplanetary space from the Sun 
to the Earth. 

Position of the satellite: 

 In order to get the best science from the sun, continuous viewing of 
the sun is preferred without any occultation/ eclipses and 
hence, Aditya- L1 satellite will be placed in the halo orbit around 
the Lagrangian point 1 (L1) of the sun-earth system.  

What are Lagrangian points and halo orbit? 

 Lagrangian points are the locations in space where the combined 
gravitational pull of two large masses roughly balance each other. 
Any small mass placed at that location will remain at constant 
distances relative to the large masses.  

 A halo orbit is a periodic, three-dimensional orbit near the L₁, L₂ 
or L₃ Lagrange point in the three-body problem of orbital 
mechanics. Although the Lagrange point is just a point in empty 
space, its peculiar characteristic is that it can be orbited. 

 

************ 
 

4.4            Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART): 

Why in news? NASA’s First Planetary Defense Technology 

Demonstration to Collide with Asteroid in 2022. 
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What is it? 

 The Double Asteroid Redirection Test, or DART, is a spacecraft 
designed to determine whether an asteroid can be redirected with 
a high-speed collision. 

 Space X will launch the spacecraft toward an asteroid named 
Didymos about 4 million miles from Earth. It then will ram into 
the asteroid’s small moon at about 13,000 miles per hour. 

Significance: 

 DART would be NASA’s first mission to demonstrate what’s known 
as the kinetic impactor technique – striking the asteroid to shift 
its orbit – to defend against a potential future asteroid impact. 

How will it impact? 

 The target for DART is an asteroid that will have a distant approach 
to Earth in October 2022 and then again in 2024. 

 The asteroid is called Didymos – Greek for “twin” -because it is 
an asteroid binary system that consists of two bodies: Didymos 
A, about 780 metres in size, and a smaller asteroid orbiting it 
called Didymos B, about 160 metres in size. 

 The primary body is a rocky S-type object, with composition 
similar to that of many asteroids. 

 The composition of its small companion, Didymos B, is unknown, 
but the size is typical of asteroids that could potentially create 
regional effects should they impact Earth.  

 After launch, DART would fly to Didymos and use an APL-
developed onboard autonomous targeting system to aim itself 
at Didymos B. 

 Then the refrigerator-sized spacecraft would strike the smaller 
body at a speed about nine times faster than a bullet, about six 
kilometres per second. 

 Earth-based observatories would be able to see the impact and the 
resulting change in the orbit of Didymos B around Didymos A, 
allowing scientists to better determine the capabilities of kinetic 
impact as an asteroid mitigation strategy. 

 The kinetic impact technique works by changing the speed of a 
threatening asteroid by a small fraction of its total velocity, but 
by doing it well before the predicted impact so that this small 
nudge will add up over time to a big shift of the asteroid’s path 
away from Earth. 
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************* 

 
 

5.                    Environment & Biodiversity 
 

5.1               Kerala forests home to new spider species: 

Why in news? A group of jumping spiders that mostly occurs in 
Eurasia and Africa has been spotted for the first time in Ernakulam’s 
Illithodu forests by arachnologists from Kochi’s Sacred Heart 
College, Thevara. The team also found that the spider belonging to the 
genus (a taxonomic classification above species) Habrocestum is a 
species new to science. 

About: 

 The team came across the different-looking spiders — six of them, 
predominantly brownish-black in colour with white and creamy-
yellow patches — while conducting a routine survey (funded by 
the Department of Science and Technology-Science and 
Engineering Research Board) for ground-dwelling spiders in the 
Illithodu reserve forests of the Malayatoor forest division. 

  They also compared these to similar-looking spider specimens 
collected earlier from the Thattekkad Bird Sanctuary. 

Distinct feature: 

 A detailed examination of the spiders’ physical features revealed 
that they belong to the genus Habrocestum that has been 
recorded mostly in Eurasia and Africa and never in India, till 
now. 

 Comparisons with studies of European Habrocestum spiders 
revealed that the spiders from Illithode are a new species 
altogether, for they had distinctly different reproductive organs. 

Single spine: 

 The spider also has a single long spine on the underside of both its 
first legs, and this gave it its scientific name 
Habrocestumlongispinum(after Latin ‘ longe’ meaning long and 
‘ spinae ’ for spine). 
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 It measures just around 2 mm and seems to prefer dry habitats, 
dwelling in forest litter as per the (Department of Zoology and 
Division of Arachnology at Sacred Heart College). 

 

About Arachnology: It is the scientific study of spiders and related 
animals such as scorpions, pseudoscorpions, and harvestmen, 
collectively called arachnids. 

About Habrocestum: It is a genus of jumping spiders first described in 
1876. They mostly occur in Eurasia and Africa, though one species has 
been found in Australia and another on the Solomon Islands. 

 

 

************ 
 

5.2                Need of a waste management policy: 

Why in news? Hyper consumption is a curse of our modern times. 
Humans generate monumental amounts of waste, a sizeable portion of 
which is disposed in landfills and through waste-to-energy 
incinerators. 

However, billions of tonnes of garbage, including microplastics, never 
make it to landfills or incinerators and end up in the oceans. This 
garbage chokes marine life and disturbs zooplankton, which are vital to 
the elimination of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. 

About: 

 Landfills are seedbeds of methane and other greenhouse gases, 
which contribute to global warming. These toxic chemicals 
poison the soil and their leached run-off makes its way into the 
oceans. And while they do generate energy, waste incinerators 
cause health issues such as cancer. 

  In India, nearly 60% of the household waste is wet organic 
waste, with low calorific value. This makes options such as 
waste-to-energy incinerators inefficient.  

 In India, less than 60% of waste is collected from households and 
only 15% of urban waste is processed. 
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Issues/concerns: 

There are several problems in India how waste is treated.  

 First, segregation of waste into organic, recyclable and 
hazardous categories is not enforced at source. As a result, 
mixed waste lands up in the landfills, where waste-pickers, in 
hazardous conditions, try to salvage the recyclables, which are of 
poor quality and quantity by then.  

 Second, ideally, waste management should not be offered free of 
cost to residents. Only if residents pay will they realize the 
importance of segregation and recycling. 

 Third, there is the issue of logistical contractors who are motivated 
to dump more garbage in landfills as their compensation is 
proportional to the tonnage of waste. They are also prone to illegally 
dump waste at unauthorized sites to reduce transportation costs.  

 Fourth, and importantly, organic farming and composting are not 
economically attractive to the Indian farmer, as chemical pesticides 
are heavily subsidized, and the compost is not efficiently marketed. 

What need to do? 

 We need a comprehensive waste management policy that stresses 
the need for decentralised garbage disposal practices; this will 
incentivise private players to participate.  

 It does seem overwhelming, but there are solutions to the garbage 
pandemic through the crucial processes of material recycling and 
composting.  

 Efficient composting is possible through an optimal combination 
of microbes and temperature to produce a nutrient-dense soil 
conditioner. 
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Related Terms:  

Incineration:It is a waste treatment process that involves the combustion 
of organic substances contained in waste materials. Incineration and 
other high-temperature waste treatment systems are described as 
"thermal treatment". Incineration of waste materials converts the waste 
into ash, flue gas and heat. 

Zooplankton:  They are heterotrophic plankton. Plankton are organisms 
drifting in oceans, seas, and bodies of fresh water. The word zooplankton 
is derived from the Greek zoon, meaning "animal", and planktos, 
meaning "wanderer" or "drifter". 

 
 

************ 
 

5.3             Liquid Methane on Saturn’s moon Titan: 

Why in news? Saturn’s largest moon Titan has small liquid lakes that 
run more than 100 metres deep, perched atop hills and filled with 
methane, scientists have recently found using data from NASA’s Cassini 
spacecraft. 

Methane Rains on Saturn: 

 Scientists have known that Titan’s hydrologic cycle works similarly 
to Earth’s — with one major difference. Instead of water evaporating 
from seas, forming clouds and rain, Titan does it all with methane 
and ethane. 

 We tend to think of these hydrocarbons as a gas on Earth, unless 
they’re pressurized in a tank. 

 However, Titan is so cold that they behave as liquids, like gasoline 
at room temperature on our planet. 

 The shape and location of the lakes hints strongly that the lakes are 
similar to karstic lakes on Earth, where liquid eats away at and 
eventually collapses the bedrock around it.  
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 On Earth, this happens with water and limestone, but on Titan, it 
would be liquid methane and the icy organic materials that make 
up Titan’s surface layers.. 

 In a second study, also published in Nature Astronomy, a different 
group of researchers discovered what they call “phantom lakes” 
on Titan’s surface in the northern hemisphere. These lakes 
appear in earlier Cassini data and disappear later on.  

About Cassini Mission: 

 Launched in 1997, the Cassini mission is cooperation between 
NASA, the European Space Agency and the Italian Space 
Agency. 

 It has sent back thousands of stunning images and made 
numerous discoveries about the ringed planet and its moons. 

 Cassini–Huygens is an unmanned spacecraft sent to the planet 
Saturn. 

 Cassini is the fourth space probe to visit Saturn and the first to 
enter orbit. Its design includes a Saturn orbiter and a lander for the 
moon Titan. 

 The lander, called Huygens, landed on Titan in 2005. 

About the Phantom lakes: 

 Phantom Lake is a small lake inside the city limits of Bellevue, 
Washington. 

 Historically, Phantom Lake once drained to the north through 
the Kelsey Creek basin. Nineteenth-century farmer Henry Thode 
redirected the Phantom Lake outlet to Lake Sammamish, creating 
Weowna Creek in the process 

About the Karst lakes: 

 Karst lakes are formed as the result of a collapse of 
subterranean caves, especially in water-soluble rocks such 
as limestone, gypsum and dolomite. This process is known 
as karstification 
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************ 
 

5.4                  Bt Brinjal being grown in Haryana : 

Why in news? The environment activists have recently expressed 

concerns over the illegal use of genetically modified (GM) brinjal grown in 
the Fatehabad district of Haryana.  

What are the concerns? 

 The gross misuse of patented and regulated technologies which 
may pose numerous other challenges to India’s cotton 
ecosystem. 

Risk to the environment: 

 GMOs might pose an array of health concerns 
 Monopoly of companies that own the patents on GMO seeds 

 Crop loss due to resistance developed by pest 

About the Bt cotton: 

 Bt cotton is an insect-resistant transgenic crop designed to 
combat the bollworm. 

 Bt cotton was created by genetically altering the cotton genome to 
express a microbial protein from the bacterium Bacillus 
thuringiensis. 

 In short, the transgene inserted into the plant's genome produces 
toxin crystals that the plant would not normally produce which, 
when ingested by a certain population of organisms, dissolves the 
gut lining, leading to the organism's death.  

 Bt cotton, as GM cotton is known, is the only commercialised GM 
crop in the country. Monsanto NSE - introduced its first-generation 
Bt cotton, called Bollgard I (BG-I) in 2002 and Bollgard II (BG-II) 
in 2006, the latter of which is still the de facto GM cotton variety.  
 

 Traditional hybrid seeds are a result of cross-pollination of two 
different but related plants, but GM hybrid seeds involve the 
artificial insertion of a gene from a different species.  

 For instance, BG-II contains two genes from the bacterium 
Bacillus thuringiensis (hence Bt cotton) and BG-I contains only 
one gene.  

 



 

www.vaidicslucknow.com Page 51 
 

About the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee: 

 The Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) functions in 
the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
(MoEF-CC). 

 As per Rules, 1989, it is responsible for appraisal of activities 
involving large scale use of hazardous microorganisms and 
recombinants in research and industrial production from the 
environmental angle.  

 The committee is also responsible for appraisal of proposals 
relating to release of genetically engineered (GE) organisms and 
products into the environment including experimental field trials. 

 GEAC is chaired by the Special Secretary/Additional Secretary 
of MoEF-CC and co-chaired by a representative from the 
Department of Biotechnology (DBT). 

 Presently, it has 24 members and meets every month to review 
the applications in the areas indicated above. 
 

************ 

 

5.5                Bharat Stage Emission Standards:  

What are Bharat Stage Emission Standards? 

 Bharat Stage emission standards, introduced in 2000, are 
emission standards that have been set up by the Central 
government to regulate the output of air pollutants from 
internal combustion engine equipment, including motor 
vehicles. 

 The different norms are brought into force in accordance with the 
timeline and standards set up by the Central Pollution Control 
Board which comes under the Ministry of Environment and 
Forests and Climate Change. 
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What is the mechanism that is followed under BS? 

BS is based on Euro norms. 

 Euro norms define the maximum limit of pollutant that a vehicle 
can emit. (CO2, nitrogen oxide, sulfur and suspended 
particulate matter) 

 If vehicle emits more than this limit, it cannot be sold in Europe. 
 In India, we follow Euro norms under the label “Bharat stage” 

norms. We are gradually implementing them in more and more 
cities 

What is the benefit of these norms? 

Bharat stage emission standard regulates the output of air 
pollutants from internal combustion engine equipment, including 
motor vehicles. 

 

How are they adopted/ their timelines? 

 India has been following European emission norms, though with a 
time lag of five years, with BS-IV norms currently applicable in 
33 cities where the required grade of fuel is available while the rest 
of the country follows BS-III standards. 

 As per the original timeline in the Auto Fuel Policy, BS-IV is to be 
adopted across the country by 2017, BS V by 2020 and BS-VI by 
2024. 

Current status: 

1. BS-III (equivalent to Euro-III) across the country 
2. BS-IV in major cities 

Is the fuel available to all type of vehicles across country? 

 No, there is a lack of BS standard fuel availability. At present, 
while passenger vehicle manufacturers have been selling BS-IV 
variants even beyond the 33 cities where that fuel is available, 
all commercial vehicles (heavy trucks and buses) comply with BS-
III norms.  

 These vehicles travel inter-state and therefore have to refuel at BS-
III stations. Using BS-III fuel in BS-IV vehicles lowers efficacy of 
the engine. Its performance too is affected. The objective of 
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addressing pollution issue by upgrading to higher emissions 
norms too remain defeated without uniform fuel availability across 
the country. 

Why BS thing in news now? 

 Government is aiming to implement introduction of the cleaner 
Bharat Stage- VI fuel in the country by 2020. It intends to skip 
BS-V. 

 The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas has set a deadline of 
2017 by which time all the vehicles in the country must be BS-IV-
compliant and 2020 for the rollout of BS-VI fuel. 
 

************ 
 

5.6                         Grizzled giant squirrel : 

Why in news? For the first time, researchers have sighted nests of the 
grizzled giant squirrel, an endangered species listed under Schedule I 
of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 at Pakkamalai Reserve Forests 
near Gingee in the Eastern Ghats. 

About:  

 The grizzled giant squirrel is usually known to nest in the Western 
Ghats in Southern India ranging from Chinnar Wildlife 
sanctuary in Kerala to Anamalai Tiger Reserve and Palani hills 
in Tamil Nadu.  

 Owing to habitat loss and poaching, the species has been 
categorized as near threatened by the Red List and listed under 
Schedule II of CITES. 

 A team of researchers and wildlife activists from Indigenous 
Biodiversity Foundation (IBF), a non-profit organisation were 
conducting a survey in the Pakkamalai Reserve Forests near 
Gingee when they spotted grizzled giant squirrels. Over 300 nests 
of the endangered species were spotted by the group. 

About the CITES:  

 CITES (the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, also known as the Washington 
Convention) is a multilateral treaty to protect endangered plants 
and animals.  
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 It was drafted as a result of a resolution adopted in 1963 at a 
meeting of members of the International Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN).  

 The convention was opened for signature in 1973 and CITES 
entered into force on 1 July 1975. 

 Its aim is to ensure that international trade in specimens of 
wild animals and plants does not threaten the survival of the 
species in the wild, and it accords varying degrees of protection to 
more than 35,000 species of animals and plants. 

  In order to ensure that the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) was not violated, the Secretariat of GATT was 
consulted during the drafting process. 

 As of 2018, Secretary-General of the CITES Secretariat is Ivonne 
Higuero. 
 

************ 
 

5.7                         Fall armyworm(FAW) threat: 

Why in news? The deadly pest fall armyworm (FAW) has recently 
affected the crops of cotton & Soybean in Adilabad district of Telangana. 

About Fall Armyworm (FAW): 

 Native to the Americas, FAW has, since 2016, been aggressively 
moving eastwards, infesting Africa and making landfall in India 
last summer. 

 It propagates similar to an army that “marches” slowly forward and 
consumes any foliage on the way. 

 Unlike oriental armyworm, FAW isn’t a cyclical pest that comes 
intermittently. 

 Instead, it is a continuous pest that is nearly always present and 
can build permanent populations. 

 Not only is it a far more serious threat, but the measures to control 
the pest are also ad hoc. 

 Within India, FAW attacks have already been reported from even 
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Madhya 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and West Bengal, while causing damage to 
the maize, jowar (sorghum) and, to a limited extent, sugarcane 
crops in these states. 
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Why FAW are more dangerous? 

 Both oriental armyworm and FAW are polyphagous; their larvae 
feed on a range of host crop plants. 

 The oriental armyworm, though, does not spread very fast, which 
is why the damage from it in 2017 and even 2018 was largely 
confined to Karnataka. 

 The adult FAW moth, in contrast, can fly up to 100 km distance 
every night, allowing it to invade new geographies very quickly. 

 Besides, an adult female can lay 1,500-2,000 eggs during her 
entire life cycle of 45 days, as against 100-200 eggs by the oriental 
armyworm. 

 
************ 

 

5.8               Environment Impact Assessment (EIA): 

Why in news?  The Ministry of Environment and Forest (MoEF) 
has recently granted the Terms of Reference (ToR) to Vedanta Ltd’s 
Cairn Oil & Gas, to carry out Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) 
for drilling a total of 274 offshore and onshore oil and gas exploration 
wells in the Bay of Bengal, Nagapattinam, Karaikal, Villupuram and 
Puducherry. 

What are Terms of Reference (TOR): 

 Terms of Reference (TOR) are a strategy-level document that 
defines the tasks and duties required of a project contractor, 
and highlights project background and objectives at high level.  

 The document also states the planned activities, expected inputs 
and outputs, project budget, working schedules, and job 
descriptions. 

 It is used to judge about the performance of contractors, 
consultants, experts, and other project stakeholders. 
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About EIA: 

 Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) is a formal process used to 
predict the environmental consequences of any development 
project. 

 Environment Impact Assessment in India is statutory backed by the 
Environment Protection Act in 1986, which contains various 
provisions on EIA methodology and process. 

 Karnataka Neeravari Nigam Ltd., which is executing the Kalasa-
Banduri project worth nearly Rs. 850 crore, has claimed that the 
drinking water project is out of the purview of Environment Impact 
Assessment (EIA). 

About Kalasa- Banduri project: 

 The Kalasa-BanduriNala is a project undertaken by the 
Government of Karnataka to improve drinking water supply to 
the Districts of Belagavi, Dharwad and Gadag. 

 It involves building across Kalasa and Banduri, two tributaries of 
the Mahadayi River to divert 7.56 TMC of water to the 
Malaprabhariver, which supplies the drinking water needs of the 
districts. 

Rationale behind EIA:  

 EIA looks into various problems, conflicts and natural 
resource constraints which may not only affect the viability of a 
project but also predict if a project might harm to the people, 
their land, livelihoods and environment. 

 Once these potential harmful impacts are predicted, the EIA 
process identifies the measures to minimize those impacts. 

 

Objective: 

 Identify the environmental, social and economic impacts of a 
project prior to taking a decision on its implementation. 
Mitigation of harmful impacts and maximizes the beneficial 
effects. 

 Once the assessment is complete, the EIA findings are 
communicated to all stakeholders viz. developers, investors, 
regulators, planners, politicians, affected communities etc. 
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On the basis of the conclusion of EIA process, the government 
can decide if a project should be given environment clearance 
or not. The developers and investors can also shape the project 
in such a way that its harms can be mitigated and benefits can 
be maximized. 

 
 

************ 
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5.                     Important Facts for Prelims 
 

6.1              Vikram Patel wins global health award: 

 Vikram Patel, a psychiatrist and professor of global health at 
Harvard Medical School, has won the prestigious John Dirks 
Canada Gairdner Global Health Award. 

About: 

 Mr. Patel has led research generating knowledge on the burden and 
determinants of mental health problems in low and middle-
income countries and pioneered approaches which utilise 
community resources for the prevention and treatment of mental 
health problems in India with global impact. 

 Laureates receive a $100,000 cash honorarium and will be 
formally presented with their awards on October 24, 2019 at the 
annual Canada Gairdner Awards Gala in Toronto. 

 

 

 

6.2                     UAE’s top honour for Modi : 

 UAE President Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan has awarded Prime 
Minister NarendraModi the country’s highest civilian award, ‘the 
Order of Zayed’, its crown prince Mohammad Bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan announced on recently a decision that has given rise to 
speculation PM Modi could travel to the Gulf emirate soon. 

About: 

 Previous recipients of the Order of Zayed include Russian 
President Putin, Chinese President Xi Jinping, British Queen 
Elizabeth II, and former Pakistan President Musharraf. 
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6.3                             Candida Auris: 

 The germ, a fungus called Candida auris , preys on people with 
weakened immune systems, and it is quietly spreading across the 
globe.  

 Over the past five years, it has hit a neonatal unit in Venezuela, 
swept through a hospital in Spain, forced a prestigious British 
medical centre to shut down its intensive care unit, and taken root 
in India, Pakistan and South Africa. 
 
 
 
 

6.4                        India Rankings- 2019 : 
 Recently, the President released India Rankings- 2019 at a 

function organized in New Delhi. Atal along with the institutions, 
on their innovative achievements, Atal Ranking of Institutions 
on Innovation Achievements - ARIIA was also released. 

 This ranking was released under the National Institutional 
Ranking Framework (NIRF) of the Ministry of Human Resource 
Development (MHRD). 

 Under the India Rankings, awards were given to the top eight 
institutes in different classes. 
 
 
 

6.5 Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory 
(LIGO): 

 The Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory (LIGO) is 
a large-scale physics experiment and observatory to detect 
cosmic gravitational waves and to develop gravitational-wave 
observations as an astronomical tool. 

 Two large observatories were built in the United States with the 
aim of detecting gravitational waves by laser interferometry. 

 These can detect a change in the 4 km mirror spacing of less 
than a ten-thousandth the charge diameter of a proton. 
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6.6                        Uighurs ethnic group:  

 The Uyghurs are a Turkic people who live in Central and East 
Asia. As of 2019, Uyghurs live primarily in the Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region of the People’s Republic of China, where 
they are one of China's fifty-five officially-recognized ethnic 
minorities. Uyghurs primarily practice Islam. 

 

 

6.7                        ‘Rust belt’ in America : 
 The Rust Belt is a derogatory term for an informal region of the 

United States that experienced industrial decline starting around 
1980. 

 It is made up mostly of places in the Midwest and Great Lakes, 
though definitions vary.  

 Rust refers to the deindustrialization, or economic decline, 
population loss, and urban decay due to the shrinking of its once-
powerful industrial sector.  

 The term gained popularity in the U.S. in the 1980s. The 37-year-
old Rhodes Scholar and Afghanistan war veteran is the two-
term Mayor of his hometown of South Bend. 
 
 

 

6.8                        KASHISH poster contest : 

 Milan-based graphic designer Domenico De Monte has won the 
KASHISH International Poster Design Contest. The winner was 
picked by leading fashion designer Wendell Rodricks. 

About: 

 The winning design will become the look of the 10th edition of 
KASHISH Mumbai International Queer Film Festival — South 
Asia’s biggest LGBTQ film festival— to be held between June 12 
and June 16 at two of city’s iconic theatres Liberty Carnival 
Cinemas and Metro INOX. 

The theme of KASHISH 2019, ‘Over The Rainbow’, not only 
commemorates the reading down of Sec 377 and decriminalization of 
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same-sex relationships in India but also defines the challenges in store 
for the LGBTQ community. 

  

 

6.9                                “Tanoush”  

 GRM Overseas, India’s third largest basmati rice exporter to 
the world and second largest to the Middle East, has formed a 
strategic alliance with MAN Consumer,  

 One of the fastest growing FMCG distributors in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE).  

 This alliance will enable the distribution of GRM’s basmati rice 
brand “Tanoush” across 22 Hypermarket Carrefour stores in 
the UAE.  
 
 
 

6.10                           CSI 300 Index: 
 The CSI 300 is a capitalization-weighted stock market index 

designed to replicate the performance of top 300 stocks traded in 
the Shanghai and Shenzhen stock exchanges. 

 It had sub-indexes CSI 100 Index and CSI 200 Index. The index is 
compiled by the China Securities Index Company, Ltd. 

 It has been calculated since April 8, 2005. Its value is normalized 
relative to a base of 1000 on December 31, 2004. It was 
considered as a blue chip index for Mainland China stock 
exchanges. 
 
 

6.11                             Cyclone Fani: 

 The Bay of Bengal is known as a nursery for tropical cyclones. 
Now, the season’s first cyclone (already titled Fani) seems to be 
building up at its edges—and it could be a big one.   

 Most affected states- Odisha, Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal 
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6.12                             Goldman Prize : 

 The Goldman Environmental Prize is the world’s largest and most 
prestigious annual award for grassroots environmentalists. 
Many people refer to it as the “green Nobel.” 

The 2019 Goldman Environmental Prize Winners: 

 Alfred Brownell, Liberia. 

 Bayara Agvaantseren, Mongolia. 

 Ana Colovic Lesoska, North Macedonia. 

 Jacqueline Evans, Cook Islands. 

 Linda Garcia, United States. 

 Alberto Curamil, Chile. 

 

 

6.13                      France’s highest civilian award- 2019: 

 AS Kiran Kumar, the former chairperson of the Indian Space 
Research Organisation, was conferred France’s highest civilian 
award – Chevalier of Order of the Legion of Honour – for his 
contribution to India-France space cooperation.  
 
 

6.14                     Climate Change Emergency: 

 A national climate emergency has been declared by the UK 
Parliament. The UK is the first national government to declare 
such an emergency. 

What is a climate emergency? 

 There is no single definition of what that means but many local 
areas say they want to be carbon-neutral by 2030. It’s a much 
more ambitious target than the UK governments, which is a to 
reduce carbon emission by 80% (compared to 1990 levels) 
by2050. 
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6.15                          GangammaJatara:  

 Gangamma Jatara or Jathra is a folk festival celebrated in several 
places across Southern India; including Karnataka, 
Rayalaseema and Andhra regions in Andhra Pradesh. It is 
celebrated for eight days. 
 
 

6.16                           Wanchuwa festival: 

 Wanchuwa festival is one of the most important festivals of the hill 
community of Assam. It is linked with agriculture, the mainstay 
of their economy. 

 The Tiwas tribe from Karbi Anglong district of Assam celebrates 
it. Tiwas pray for a bountiful harvest and crop protection from 
natural calamities and pests. 

 

 

6.17                          Rodent menace: 

 A huge population of rats has infested 15 northern towns of the 
Samar Island in the Pacific and the main culprit is deforestation.  

About the Rodents: 

 They are mammals of the  Rodentia family, which are 
characterized by a single pair of continuously growing incisors in 
each of the upper and lower jaws.  

 About 40% of all mammal species are rodents (2,277 species); they 
are found in vast numbers on all continents except Antarctica. 

 They are the most diversified mammalian order and live in a variety 
of terrestrial habitats, including human-made environments. 

 

 

6.18                                          P5+1: 
 The P5+1 refers to the UN Security Council's five permanent 

members (the P5); namely China, France, Russia, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States plus Germany. 
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 The P5+1is often referred to as the E3+3 by European countries. It 
is a group of six world powers which, in 2006, joined together in 
diplomatic efforts with Iran with regard to its nuclear program. 

 

 

6.19                     Houthi movement : 

 The Houthi movement officially called Ansar Allah is an Islamic 
religious-political-armed movement that emerged from Sa'dah in 
northern Yemen in the 1990s.  

 They are of the Zaidi sect, though the movement reportedly also 
includes Sunnis. 
 
 
 

6.20                               Water-hyacinth : 
 The water-hyacinth (Eichhorniacrassipes) is a true water plant 

and floats by means of spongy petioles. Of all the aquatic plants 
the water-hyacinth is the most prolific and spectacular.  

 It was first introduced into the United States from Venezuela and 
exhibited at the New Orleans Cotton Exposition in 1884.  

 Garden-lovers sought this botanical curiosity and set them in 
pools and ponds. 
 
 
 

6.21                                 ThrissurPooram :  
 Thrissur Pooram is the most colourful of all the temple 

festivals of Kerala.  
 It is celebrated in Thrissur at Vadakkunnathan temple in the 

month of Medam (April).  
 Situated on a hillock right in the centre of the city, the spaciously 

laid out temple attracts thousands of devotees and tourists 
around the world during the festival. 
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6.22                            UNSC Resolution 2231:  
 United Nations Security Council Resolution 2231 was a resolution 

endorsing the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action on the nuclear 
program of Iran.  

 It sets out an inspection process and schedule while also preparing 
for the removal of United Nations sanctions against Iran.  

 The 15 nations on the Security Council unanimously endorsed 
the resolution, which had been negotiated by the permanent 
members of the United Nations Security Council—China, France, 
Russia, United Kingdom, United States—plus Germany, the 
European Union, and Iran. 
 

 

6.23                                      IPL 2019 : 
 The Indian Premier League (IPL) 2019 final match was contested 

between defending champions Chennai Super Kings (CSK) and 
Mumbai Indians . 

MAN OF THE MATCH:  

 JASHPRIT BUMRAH (MI) 

MAN OF THE SERIES 

 Andre Russell made 510 runs in this season with more than 200 
strikers. Apart from this, Andre Russell also picked 11 wickets for 
Kolkata Knight Riders. 

PURPLE CAP 

 PURPLE CAP (MAX WKT) - Imran Tahir (CSK) 
 Imran Tahir Belongs to South Africa 
 The Purple Cap is an annual cricket award presented to the 

leading wicket-taker in the Indian Premier League 

IPL Orange Cap –  

 IPL Orange Cap Winner: David Warner ( Sunrisers Hyderabad ) 
 The IPL Orange Cap is an annual award granted to the leading run 

scorer in the Indian Premier League.  
 David Warner Belongs to Australia. 
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EMERGING PLAYER OF THE YEAR- 

 Shubhman Gill (KKR) 

 

6.24                                               Templeton Prize: 
 Marcelo Gleiser was announced as the 2019 Templeton Prize Laureate. He is 

a theoretical physicist, cosmologist, and a leading proponent of the view that 
science, philosophy, and spirituality are complementary expressions of 
humanity’s need to embrace mystery and the unknown, 

 He is Appleton Professor of Natural Philosophy and a professor of physics and 
astronomy at Dartmouth College in Hanover, New Hampshire. He is a native of 
Brazil. 

 He becomes the first Latin American to be awarded the Templeton Prize. 
 
 

6.25                             Vikram Patel gets global health award : 
 Leading global mental health researcher, a psychiatrist and professor of global 

health at Harvard Medical School, Dr Vikram Patel has been announced to be 
conferred with prestigious John Dirks Canada Gairdner Global Health 
Award for the year 2019. 

 He is also the co-founder of Goa-based NGO ‘Sangath’ established in 1996. 
 Goa and Boston-based, Dr Patel will be formally presented with the awards on 

24 October 2019 at the annual Canada Gairdner Awards Gala in Toronto. 
 The award includes a cash honorarium of $100,000. 

 
 

 

6.26                                      Best Sportspersons Award : 
 On 28 March 2019, Delhi Sports Journalists Association (DSJA) Best 

Sportspersons awards were presented by Indian Olympic Association (IOA) 
President, Narinder Dhruv Batra. 

Awardees: 
 Best Sportsman: Bajrang Punia (Wrestling) and Rishabh Pant (Cricket). 

 Best Sportswoman: Rani Rampal (Hockey) and Manu Bhaker (Shooting). 

 Lifetime achievement: Karnam Malleswari (Weightlifting) and Raj Singh 
(Wrestling). 

 Best Coach: Jaspal Rana (Shooting) and Tarak Sinha (Cricket). 

 Special Awards: Abhishek Verma (Archery), Divij Sharan (Tennis), Diksha Dagar 
(Golf), Gaurav Gill (Motor Sports), Meenakshi Pahuja (Channel Swimming) and 
Seema Yadav (Amateur marathon running). 
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6.27                                  Global Teacher Award 2019 : 
 Peter Tabichi of Kenya won the prestigious Varkey Foundation Global Teacher 

Award 2019. 
 Peter Tabichi is science teacher at Keriko Secondary School in Pwani Village, 

in a remote part of Kenya’s Rift Valley. 
 Tabichi received prize at a ceremony in Dubai, and the award was presented by 

actor Hugh Jackman. He won the award of $1m prize beating 10,000 
nominations from 179 countries. 

 Tabichi gives away 80% of his total income to help the poorest students at the 
poorly equipped and overcrowded school who cannot otherwise afford uniforms 
and books. 

 
 

************ 
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IAS / PCS / PCS (J) (PRE-CUM-MAINS) 

BATCHES FOR 2019 & 20-

STARTING – 10 June, 2019
UPCOMING BATCH – July/August 2019
OPTIONAL SUBJECTS – Pub. 
Administration, Geography, Hindi, History, 
Law, Defense Studies & Social Work

ABHYUDAYA THE RISING

( 3 YEARS' PROGRAM AFTER  10+2)-

th 
STARTING – 10 June, 2019 (4 – 6 p.m.)

QUALITY IMPROVEMENT & APPRAISAL 

PROGRAM (QIAP)-

= Daily Answer Writing

= Daily Newspaper Analysis 

= Daily Current Affairs Updation

= Daily Current Affairs Quiz

= Weekly News Analysis 

MOCK TEST PROGRAM-

= Class Tests (Topic-wise)

= Weekly Mock Tests (Pre & Mains)

= Section-wise Tests (Nov. / Dec. / Jan.) 

= Entire Syllabus Tests (Feb. / Mar. / Apr. / 

May) 
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