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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(27th May) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 
Topic: For Prelims and Mains 
Seawater from Ice Age discovered in Indian Ocean. 

Why in news?  The scientists have recently discovered the remnants of 
seawater dating back to the Ice Age, tucked inside rock formations in the 
middle of the Indian Ocean.  

Researchers from the University of Chicago in the U.S. made the 
discovery during a months-long scientific mission exploring the 
limestone deposits that form the Maldives. 

The ship, the JOIDES Resolution, is specifically built for ocean science 
and is equipped with a drill that can extract cores of rock over a mile long 
from up to three miles beneath the seafloor. 

About the Ice Age : 

• An ice age is a long period of reduction in the temperature of the 
Earth's surface and atmosphere, resulting in the presence or 
expansion of continental and polar ice sheets and alpine glaciers. 
Earth is currently in the Quaternary glaciation, known in popular 
terminology as the Ice Age. 
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• Individual pulses of cold climate are termed "glacial periods" (or, 
alternatively, "glacials", "glaciations", "glacial stages", "stadials", 
"stades", or colloquially, "ice ages"), and intermittent warm periods 
are called "interglacials" or "interstadials" with both climatic pulses 
part of the Quaternary or other periods in Earth's history. 

• In the terminology of glaciology, ice age implies the presence of 
extensive ice sheets in both northern and southern hemispheres. 
By this definition, we are in an interglacial period—the Holocene. 

•  The amount of heat trapping gases emitted into Earth's Oceans and 
atmosphere will prevent the next ice age, which otherwise would begin 
in around 50,000 years, and likely more glacial cycles. 

About the JOIDES Resolution : 

Ø The JOIDES Resolution (Joint Oceanographic Institutions for Deep 
Earth Sampling), often referred to as the JR, is one of the scientific 

drilling ships used by the International Ocean Discovery Program 
(IODP), an international, multi-drilling platform research program.  

Ø The JR was previously the main research ship used during the Ocean 

Drilling Program (ODP) and was used along with the Japanese 
drilling vessel Chikyu and other mission-specific drilling 
platforms throughout the Integrated Ocean Drilling Program.  
 

Ø The ship was first launched in 1978 as Sedco/BP 471, an oil 
exploration vessel. 

Ø The JR was modernized during 2007–2008 and returned to active 
service in February 2009 following an extensive renovation of her 

laboratory facilities and quarters. 

Ø Texas A&M University (TAMU) acts as manager and science operator 

of the JR as a research facility for IODP.  

Ø The JOIDES Resolution Science Operator (JRSO) is funded through 

a cooperative agreement with the US National Science Foundation 
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(NSF), with international contributions from 23 Program member 
countries.  

************* 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Ural  Icebreaker 
• Ural is a Russian Project 22220 nuclear-powered icebreaker 

currently under construction at Baltic Shipyard in Saint Petersburg.  
• She was launched in 2019 and is scheduled to enter service in 2021 
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