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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(13th May) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 
Topic: For Prelims and Mains 

Environment Impact Assessment (EIA): 

Why in news?   The Ministry of Environment and Forest (MoEF) 
has recently granted the Terms of Reference (ToR) to Vedanta Ltd’s 
Cairn Oil & Gas, to carry out Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) 
for drilling a total of 274 offshore and onshore oil and gas exploration 
wells in the Bay of Bengal, Nagapattinam, Karaikal, Villupuram and 
Puducherry. 

What are Terms of Reference (TOR): 

• Terms of Reference (TOR) are a strategy-level document that 
defines the tasks and duties required of a project contractor, 
and highlights project background and objectives at high level.  

• The document also states the planned activities, expected inputs 
and outputs, project budget, working schedules, and job 
descriptions.  

• It is used to judge about the performance of contractors, 
consultants, experts, and other project stakeholders. 

About EIA: 

• Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) is a formal process used to 
predict the environmental consequences of any development 
project.  
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• Environment Impact Assessment in India is statutory backed by 
the Environment Protection Act in 1986, which contains various 
provisions on EIA methodology and process. 

• Karnataka Neeravari Nigam Ltd., which is executing the Kalasa-
Banduri project worth nearly Rs. 850 crore, has claimed that the 
drinking water project is out of the purview of Environment Impact 
Assessment (EIA). 

About Kalasa- Banduri project: 

• The Kalasa-Banduri Nala is a project undertaken by the 
Government of Karnataka to improve drinking water supply to 
the Districts of Belagavi, Dharwad and Gadag. 

• It involves building across Kalasa and Banduri, two tributaries of 
the Mahadayi river to divert 7.56 TMC of water to the 
Malaprabha river, which supplies the drinking water needs of the 
districts. 

Rationale behind EIA:  

• EIA looks into various problems, conflicts and natural 
resource constraints which may not only affect the viability of a 
project but also predict if a project might harm to the people, 
their land, livelihoods and environment.  

• Once these potential harmful impacts are predicted, the EIA 
process identifies the measures to minimize those impacts. 

Objective: 

• Identify the environmental, social and economic impacts of a 
project prior to taking a decision on its implementation. 
Mitigation of harmful impacts and maximizes the beneficial 
effects. 

• Once the assessment is complete, the EIA findings are 
communicated to all stakeholders viz. developers, investors, 
regulators, planners, politicians, affected communities etc.  
 
On the basis of the conclusion of EIA process, the government 
can decide if a project should be given environment clearance 
or not. The developers and investors can also shape the project 
in such a way that its harms can be mitigated and benefits can 
be maximized. 
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************ 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Pichavaram Mangrove Forest: 
• Pichavaram is a village near Chidambaram in Cuddalore District, 

Tamil Nadu, India.   
• It is located between the Vellar estuary in the north and 

Coleroon estuary in the south.  
• The Vellar-Coleroon estuarine complex forms the Killai backwater 

and the mangroves that are permanently rooted in a few feet of 
water. 
 
 

v Houthi movement: 
• The Houthi movement officially called Ansar Allah is an Islamic 

religious-political-armed movement that emerged from Sa'dah 
in northern Yemen in the 1990s.  

• They are of the Zaidi sect, though the movement reportedly also 
includes Sunnis. 
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