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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(11th May) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

                                                           BRO celebrates 59th Raising Day 
Why in news?    

The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has recently celebrated its 59th 
Raising Day on 7th May, 2019. 

About the BRO: 

• The BRO was formed on 7 May 1960 to secure India’s borders and 
develop infrastructure in remote areas of the north and north-east 
states of the country. 

•  It functions under the control of the Ministry of Defence since 
2015. 

• BRO executes road construction and maintenance works along the 
northern and western frontiers primarily to meet the strategic 
requirements of the army and is responsible for maintenance of 
over 53,000 km of roads. 
 

• BRO is staffed by officers and troops drawn from the Indian 
Army’s Corps of Engineers, Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, 
Army Service Corps, Military Police and army personnel on extra 
regimental employment. 
 

• Further, Engineering Service and personnel from the General 
Reserve Engineer Force (GREF) form the parent cadre of the 
Border Roads Organisation. 
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The organisation maintains operations in twenty-one states and 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. The BRO has also constructed roads in 
friendly foreign countries such as Bhutan, Myanmar and Afghanistan. 

 

Role of the BRO: 

ü To Develop & Maintain the Operational Road Infrastructure of 
General Staff (GS) in the Border Areas. 

ü To Contribute to the Socio-Economic Development of the Border 
States. 

ü To Develop & Maintain Roads to Keep Line of Control through in 
Original Sectors and Re-deployed Sectors. 

ü To Execute Additional Tasks as laid down by the Govt Contributing 
to the War Effort. 

ü BRO is entrusted for construction of Roads, Bridges, Tunnels, 
Causeways, Helipads and Airfields. 

 

 

                                                                                     *********** 

 

Trade disputes between India & USA: 

Why in news?    

India has decided to postpone the proposed higher tariffs on high-value 
goods from US with its access to US markets through Generalised 
System of Preferences (GSP)    under stake. 
 
About the GSP: 

• The GSP is a U.S. trade program designed to promote economic 
growth in the developing world. 

• It was instituted in 1976 by the Trade Act of 1974. 
• It provides preferential duty-free entry for up to 4,800 products 

from more than 120 designated beneficiary countries and 
territories. 

• It was extended to India in 1976, under which India is able to 
export about 2,000 product lines to the U.S. under zero tariff. 
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• United States Trade Representative (USTR) is currently viewing 
India’s eligibility under the programme. 

• USTR notified that Indian exports did not qualify for GSP 
benefits under their updated eligibility criteria. However, final 
presidential proclamation is still pending. 

• India is the largest beneficiary nation under the GSP, having 
exported goods worth $5.6 billion to the US in 2017-18. 

 

WHAT IS TARRIF? 

A tariff or customs duty is a financial charge in the form of a tax, imposed at 
the border on goods going from one customs territory to another. Tariffs applied 
to imports are usually collected by customs officials of the importing country 
when goods are cleared through customs for domestic consumption.  

Tariffs can also be imposed on exports also but the import tariffs are the 
most common type of tariffs and have been the main focus of attention of 
GATT/WTO negotiations. 

There are different types of tariffs, depending on the way they are calculated. 
Two of the most common types of tariffs used are ad valorem tariffs and specific 
tariffs. 

TYPES OF TARIFF: 

Ad valorem tariff: 
A tariff calculated on the basis of the value of the imported good, expressed as a 
percentage of such value. For example, an ad valorem tariff of 10% on an 
imported car worth US$ 10000 would lead to a requirement to pay US$ 1000 as 
customs duty. 

Specific Tariff: 
A specific tariff is a tariff calculated on the basis of a unit of measure, such as 
weight or volume, of the imported good. For example, a tariff of Rs. 1000 per 
gram of Gold on imported Gold. 

 

 

************ 

                                     

 



 

www.vaidicslucknow Page 4 
 

  Facts for Prelims: 

v P5+1: 
• The P5+1 refers to the UN Security Council's five permanent 

members (the P5); namely China, France, Russia, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States; plus Germany.  

• The P5+1 is often referred to as the E3+3 by European countries. 
• It is a group of six world powers which, in 2006, joined together 

in diplomatic efforts with Iran with regard to its nuclear 
program.  
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