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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(8th May) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

Fall armyworm threat to crops in Adilabad : 

Why in news?  The deadly pest, fall armyworm (FAW), could 
turn out to be a scourge for farmers in former undivided 
Adilabad district in the coming crop seasons. The pestilence, 
which had primarily attacked maize crop in Nirmal and 
Adilabad districts, had damaged crop to the extent of 90% in 
some cases and is expected to attack even cotton and soyabean 
crops. 

 

Fall Armyworm (FAW): 

• Fall Armyworm (FAW) (Spodoptera frugiperda) is an insect 
pest that feeds on more than 80 crop species, causing 
damage to economically important cultivated cereals 
such as maize, rice, sorghum, and also to legumes as well 
as vegetable crops and cotton.  

• It is native to tropical and subtropical regions of the 
Americas. High infestations can lead to significant yield 
loss. 
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• It was first detected in Central and Western Africa in early 
2016 and has now spread across Sub-Saharan Africa and 
recently reached Yemen and India . 

• The moth can fly up to 100 km per night and the female 
moth can lay up to a total of 1000 eggs in her lifetime 

 

 

********* 

(B2B) technology: 

Why in news?  Business-to-business (B2B) technology 
start-ups have more than trebled in the last five years driven 
by the spurt in the need for digital transformation of enterprises, 
financial institutions, hospitals, government and small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs), among others. 

 

About the Business-to-business (B2B): 

Business-to-business (B2B or, in some countries, BtoB) is a 
situation where one business makes a commercial transaction 
with another. This typically occurs when: 

Ø A business is sourcing materials for their production 
process for output (e.g. a food manufacturer purchasing 
salt).Example- Providing raw material to the other 
company that will produce output. 

Ø A business needs the services of another for operational 
reasons (e.g. a food manufacturer employing an 
accountancy firm to audit their finances). 

Ø A business re-sells goods and services produced by others 
(e.g. a retailer buying the end product from the food 
manufacturer). 
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B2B is often contrasted with business-to-consumer (B2C). In B2B 
commerce, it is often the case that the parties to the relationship 
have comparable negotiating power, and even when they do not, 
each party typically involves professional staff and legal counsel 
in the negotiation of terms, whereas B2C is shaped to a far 
greater degree by economic implications of information asymmetry. 
However, within a B2B context, large companies may have many 
commercial, resource and information advantages over smaller 
businesses. 

The United Kingdom government, for example, created the post of 
Small Business Commissioner under the Enterprise Act 2016 to 
"enable small businesses to resolve disputes" and "consider 
complaints by small business suppliers about payment issues 
with larger businesses that they supply." 

Business-to-Business companies represent a significant part of the 
United States economy. This is especially true in firms of 500 
employees and above, of which there were 19,464 in 2015, where 
it is estimated that as many as 72% are businesses that primarily 
serve other businesses. 

 

******** 

Facts for Prelims: 

v ECube, an ESG (environment, social and governance): 
• Environmental, social and governance – ESG criteria are a 

set of standards for a company’s operations that socially 
conscious investors use to screen potential investments. 
Environmental criteria consider how a company performs as 
a steward of nature.  

• Social criteria examine how it manages relationships with 
employees, suppliers, customers and the communities 
where it operates. Governance deals with a company’s 
leadership, executive pay, audits, internal controls and 
shareholder rights. 


