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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(6thMay) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

Dissent in the Election Commission – what the rules 
say: 

Why in news?  Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa has 
dissented with the opinion of his colleagues in the Election 
Commission in five different matters pertaining to alleged 
violations of the Model Code of Conduct. 

 

What happens in case of dissent? 

• Section 10 (Disposal of business by Election 
Commission) of The Election Commission (Conditions of 
Service of Election Commissioners and Transaction of 
Business) Act, 1991, lays down that “all business of the 
Election Commission shall, as far as possible, be transacted 
unanimously”. 

• Dissent is, however, provided for in the Act itself, which 
says: “If the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and other 
Election Commissioners (ECs) differ in opinion on any 
matter, such matter shall be decided according to the 
opinion of the majority”. 
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Background: 

Ø The CEC and ECs are appointed by the President to a 
tenure of six years, or up to the age of 65 years, whichever 
is earlier. 

Ø They enjoy the same status and receive salary and perks as 
judges of the Supreme Court of India. 

Ø The Election Commission of India draws its authority from 
the Constitution itself. Under Article 324, the powers of 
“superintendence, direction and control of elections” 
are to be vested in an Election Commission. 

  

Has the EC always been a multi- member body? 

Ø The Constitution does not fix the size of the Election 
Commission. Article 324(2) says that “the Election 
Commission shall consist of the Chief Election 
Commissioner and such number of other Election 
Commissioners, if any, as the President may from time to 
time fix”. 

Ø From the beginning, the Election Commission of India 
consisted of just the Chief Election Commissioner. 

Ø However, on October 16, 1989, the Congress government 
of Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi appointed two more 
Election Commissioners, making the Election Commission 
a multi-member body. 

Ø On January 2, 1990, the National Front government of 
Prime Minister VP Singh amended the rules, making the 
Election Commission a single-member body again. 

Ø However, on October 1, 1993, the government of Prime 
Minister PV Narasimha Rao promulgated an Ordinance to 
provide for the appointment of two more Election 
Commissioners. 

Ø The Election Commission has had three members ever 
since. The Ordinance was subsequently replaced by The 
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Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election 
Commissioners (Conditions of Service) Amendment Act, 
1993, which came into effect on January 4, 1994. 

 

********* 

Aditya- L1 mission: 

Why in news?  Aditya or Aditya-L1 is a spacecraft whose 
mission is to study the Sun. It was conceptualised by the 
Advisory Committee for Space Research in January 2008. It 
has been designed and will be built in collaboration between 
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and various Indian 
research organizations and will be launched in first half of 
2020 

 

 

 

What is it? It is India’s first solar mission. 

Objectives:  

Ø It will study the sun’s outer most layers, the corona and 
the chromospheres and collect data about coronal mass 
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ejection, which will also yield information for space weather 
prediction. 

 

Significance of the mission:  

Ø The data from Aditya mission will be immensely helpful in 
discriminating between different models for the origin 
of solar storms and also for constraining how the storms 
evolve and what path they take through the interplanetary 
space from the Sun to the Earth. 
 

Position of the satellite:  

Ø In order to get the best science from the sun, continuous 
viewing of the sun is preferred without any occultation/ 
eclipses and hence, Aditya- L1 satellite will be placed in 
the halo orbit around the Lagrangian point 1 (L1) of the 
sun-earth system.  

 

What are Lagrangian points and halo orbit? 

• Lagrangian points are the locations in space where the 
combined gravitational pull of two large masses roughly 
balance each other. Any small mass placed at that location 
will remain at constant distances relative to the large 
masses.  

• There are five such points in Sun-Earth system and they 
are denoted as L1, L2, L3, L4 and L5. A halo orbit is a 
periodic three-dimensional orbit near the L1, L2 or L3. 

 

 

 

******** 
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Uk Parliament declares climate change emergency: 

Why in news?  A national climate emergency has been 
declared by the UK Parliament. The UK is the first national 
government to declare such an emergency. 

This proposal, which demonstrates the will of the Commons on 
the issue but does not legally compel the government to act, 
was approved without a vote. 

 

What is a climate emergency? 

• There is no single definition of what that means but many 
local areas say they want to be carbon-neutral by 2030. It’s 
a much more ambitious target than the UK government’s, 
which is to reduce carbon emissions by 80% (compared to 
1990 levels) by 2050. 

 

Why declare an emergency? 

• The United Nations says we could have just 11 years left to 
limit a climate change catastrophe. It’s not just about 
reducing carbon emissions on a local scale, but also 
raising awareness about climate change and trying to 
convince MPs so that changes can be made. 

• The national government needs to declare an emergency 
and put resources in place to enable councils to help reduce 
carbon emissions. It’s the first step to radical action. 

 

Way ahead: 

Ø With the planet to experience further warming from the 
heat held by the oceans, there is increasing international 
focus on meeting the United Nation’s Paris Agreement 
which was signed by 197 countries in 2016. This ground-
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breaking agreement has the ambitious global aim of 
preventing global temperatures from reaching 2˚C above 
pre-industrial levels (the late nineteenth century) by 
2100, and ideally should be no more than 1.5˚C. 

Ø A report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(the IPCC) has suggested that meeting this target means 
annual global carbon emissions must effectively halve 
between now and 2030, and then fall to zero by 2050. This 
is a target the UK opposition party Labour is now calling for. 
 

 
 

********* 


