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VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
Daily Current Affairs – 2019 

(4thMay) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

New initiative measuring violent deaths worldwide 
: 

Why in news?  SIPRI (STOCKHOLM INTERNATIONAL 
PEACE RESEARCH INSTITUTE ) has set up a new initiative 
aiming to establish the annual number of violent deaths 
worldwide.  

SIPRI’s Global Registry of Violent Deaths (GReVD) will count 
deaths caused by all forms of violence and display these in an 
open-source database that will allow researchers, policymakers 
and the general public to track trends in violence at global, 
regional, national, provincial, city and municipal levels.  

About SIPRI: 

SIPRI is an independent international institute dedicated to 
research into conflict, armaments, arms control and 
disarmament.  

Established in 1966, SIPRI provides data, analysis and 
recommendations, based on open sources, to policymakers, 
researchers, media and the interested public. 

 Based in Stockholm, SIPRI is regularly ranked among the most 
respected think tanks worldwide. 
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High stock of non-performing assets in India, more 
progress needed: IMF  

Why in news?  There continues to be a high stock of non-
performing assets (NPAs) in India, and there has been some 
progression. Further progress is welcome, IMF head of 
Monetary and Capital Markets Tobias Adrian said.  

 

About: 

• Mr. Adrian made these remarks at the release of the 
multilateral institution’s April 2019 Global Financial 
Stability Report (GFSR) as part of the World Bank IMF 
Spring Meetings. 

• The GFSR provides an assessment of balance sheet 
vulnerabilities across financial and non-financial sectors 
in advanced and emerging market economies. 

• The level of capitalisation of some banks, particularly 
government-owned banks should be supported.  

• There were some steps taken by the authorities to boost 
capital buffers in banks and also governments in state-
owned banks that have had some positive impact. 

• Portfolio flows to emerging markets are influenced by 
benchmark-driven investors — 70% of country allocations 
of investment funds are impacted by benchmark indices.  

• This category of investors are more sensitive to global 
financial conditions and as they command increasing 
shares of portfolio flows, external shocks may propagate to 
medium-size, and frontier market economies faster than 
they did in the past. 

China, a priority: 
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Ø China is likely to become more important for other emerging 
markets as it gets included in benchmark indices. 
Portfolio flows to China are expected to increase by $150 
billion by 2020 due to its inclusion in a global bond index, 
according to the report. 

Ø Financial vulnerabilities in China remain high, and the 
authorities face a difficult trade-off between supporting 
near-term growth, countering adverse external shock, and 
containing leverage through regulatory tightening. 

About the Global Financial Stability Report (GFSR) : 

• The Global Financial Stability Report (GFSR) is a 
semiannual report by the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) that assesses the stability of global financial 
markets and emerging-market financing.  

• It is released twice per year, in April and October.  
• The GFSR focuses on current conditions, especially 

financial and structural imbalances, that could risk an 
upset in global financial stability and access to financing by 
emerging-market countries. 

• It emphasizes the ramifications of financial and economic 
imbalances that are highlighted in one of the IMF's other 
publications, the World Economic Outlook.. 

  

 

************* 

                              Facts for Prelims: 

 

v France’s highest civilian award- 2019: 
• AS Kiran Kumar, the former chairperson of the Indian 

Space Research Organisation, was conferred France’s 
highest civilian award – Chevalier of Order of the Legion of 
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Honour – for his contribution to India-France space 
cooperation  
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