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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(2nd May) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

UN Security Council 1267: 

Why in news?  US asks Pakistan to freeze funds of 
designated terror groups, supports actions against Jaish-e-
Mohammad which is listed in the UNSC 1267 list after the 
Pulwama terror attack. 

 

About UNSC 1267: 

• It is a UN Security Council Resolution passed in 1999 
under Article 41 of UN to establish a sanction regime 
against individuals/groups associated with Al-Qaida. 

• It was the response to attack on the US embassies in 
Nairobe and Darussalam by Al Qaeda leader Osama Bin 
Laden and other associated groups in 1999. 

• Since US invasion in Afghanistan, the sanctions have been 
applied to individuals and organizations in all parts of the 
world. 

• The UNSCR 1267 (1999), its modifications and its 
successor resolutions require countries to immediately 
freeze funds, financial assets or economic resources of 
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individuals and entities who are designated as terrorist 
or terrorist organizations. 

• Further, countries should ensure that no funds, financial 
assets or economic resources are made available to or for 
the benefit of such designated persons or entities or their 
beneficiaries. 

• Under the SCR 1267, there is no scope for judicial review of 
the Security Council decision. 

• No full reasons for designating individuals or organisations 
as terrorists need be given to the individuals or the entities 
concerned. 

 

India and 1267 Sanction regime: 

Ø It was repeatedly in news due to India’s attempts to 
designate Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) chief Masood Azhar 
as a terrorist under the 1267 sanction regime. 

Ø The Sanction Committee comprises all 15 members of the 
Security Council and makes its decision by consensus. 

Ø China is the only country in UN Security Council that 
blocks India’s attempt to include Masood Azhar in the 
terrorist list. 

 

********* 

Chandrayaan-2 gets new launch window in July: 

Why in news?  India’s much-delayed second lunar mission, 
Chandrayaan-2, has got yet another launch window. The 
mission is now set to be launched any time between July 5 and 
July 16 this year. The moon landing is likely to be around 
September 6, 2019, nearly two months after the launch, close to 
the lunar South Pole. 
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What is Chandrayaan-2: 

• Chandrayaan-2 will attempt to soft land a lander and rover 
in a high plain between two craters, Manzinus C and 
Simpelius N, at a latitude of about 70° south. If 
successful, Chandrayaan-2 will be the second mission to 
land a rover near the lunar south pole. ISRO yet to 
schedule launch date for Chandrayaan  

• Chandrayaan-2 spacecraft weighs about 2,650 kg at lift-off 
of which the orbiter weight is about 1,400 kg and lander 
weight is about 1,250 kg. Development of the subsystems 
of the orbiter and the rover is in progress at ISRO centres in 
Bangalore, Thiruvananthapuram and Ahmadabad. 

• The project is lead by Dr Mayilsamy Annadurai. 
• Chandrayaan-2 planned to be launched by 2013 using 

spacecraft and launch vehicle of ISRO. The mission is 
expected to have an operational life of about 2 years. 

 

 

 

******** 

Iraq remains top oil supplier to India: 

Why in news?  Iraq has, for the second year in a row, 
become India’s top crude oil supplier, meeting more than a 
fifth of the country’s oil needs in 2018-19 fiscal year. 

 

About: 

• Iraq sold 46.61 million tonnes (mt) of crude oil to India 
during April 2018 and March 2019, 2% more than 45.74 
mt it had supplied in 2017-18 fiscal. 

• India provisionally imported 207.3 mt of crude oil in 2018-
19, down from 220.4 mt in the previous financial year. 



 

www.vaidicslucknow Page 4 
 

  

Saudi dethroned: 

Ø Saudi Arabia has traditionally been India’s top oil source, 
but it was for the first time dethroned by Iraq in 2017-18 
fiscal year. In 2018-19, Saudi exported 40.33 mt of crude 
oil, up from 36.16 mt of oil sold in the previous year. 

Ø While India stopped importing crude oil from Iran following 
reimposition of economic sanctions this month by the U.S., 
the Persian Gulf nation was the third largest crude oil 
supplier to India. It sold 23.9 mt of crude in 2018-19, up 
from 22.59 mt in the previous year, according to the data. 

Ø UAE topped Venezuela to become India’s fourth-largest 
crude supplier. 

Ø It sold 17.49 mt of crude oil to India. In 2017-18, 
Venezuela had supplied 18.34 mt and UAE 14.29 mt. 
Nigeria was the next biggest supplier with 16.83 mt of 
exports in 2018-19, down from 18.11 mt in the previous 
year. Kuwait supplied 10.78 mt of oil and Mexico another 
10.28 mt. 

Ø The U.S., which began selling crude oil to India in 2017, is 
fast becoming a major source. 

Ø Iran was India’s second biggest supplier of crude oil after 
Saudi Arabia till 2010-11, but western sanctions over its 
suspected nuclear programme relegated it to the seventh 
spot in subsequent years. 
 
 

******** 

 


