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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(30thApril) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

Army invokes emergency powers for missile deal : 

Why in news?  The Army is in the process of procuring 
Spike-LR Anti-Tank Missiles from Israel and Igla-S Very Short 
Range Air Defence Systems (VSHORAD) from Russia through a 
set of new financial powers for emergency procurements 
sanctioned by the Defence Ministry earlier this month. 

 

About: 

• The Spike-LR (Long Range) being procured is a different 
variant from the one tested and shortlisted as part of the 
earlier procurement for over 8,000 missiles and 300 
launchers along with technology transfer. As contract 
negotiations dragged on, the deal was cancelled in January 
last year and it was decided to procure a smaller number — 
170 launchers, 4,500 missiles and 15 simulators — 
through an Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) and 
make up the balance requirement with an indigenous Man 
Portable ATGM currently under development. 

• Before the IGA was concluded, validatory trials of the 
Infrared Seeker (IR) of the missile were to be held during the 
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Indian summers as the missile “did not perform as 
desired in the previous trials during peak summer 
temperatures in the desert,” according to another source. 
However, the IGA has not made progress so far.  

• The Spike-LR (Long Range) has a range of 4 km. It is so 
far not clear if additional trials would be performed as part 
of the emergency procurement. Some defence officials 
indicated that testing was not required as the missile is 
operational and in service across the world and that if 
needed tests would be carried out in the home country 
(Israel). 
 

 

About the Spike: 

Ø Spike is an Israeli fire-and-forget anti-tank guided 
missile and anti-personnel missile with a tandem-charge 
HEAT warhead, currently in its fourth-generation. It was 
developed and designed by the Israeli company Rafael 
Advanced Defense Systems. It is available in man-portable, 
vehicle-launched, and helicopter-launched variants. 
 

 

 

  

 *********  

Genes of climate-resistant chickpea varieties 
identified : 

Why in news?  An international team led by the 
Hyderabad-based International Crops Research Institute for 
the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) has identified in chickpea four 
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important genes for heat tolerance and three important genes for 
drought tolerance. 

 

About the study: 

Ø With rising temperatures and increasing climatic 
fluctuations due to climate change, the identification of 
these climate-resistant genes will help in developing newer 
chickpea varieties which can tolerate temperatures up to 
38° C. Also, the identification of other genes with important 
agromic traits will help in increasing the yield and providing 
better resistance to pests and diseases.  

Ø The study was based on complete genome sequencing of 
429 chickpea lines from 45 countries. 

Ø More than 90% of chickpea cultivation area is in South 
Asia, including India. Globally, more than 70% yield is lost 
due to drought and increasing temperatures. 

Ø  Chickpea is a cool season crop, so in general any further 
increase in temperature is expected to further reduce the 
yield. 

 

Diversity, domestication: 

• The study has found that chickpea originated in the 
Mediterranean/south-west Asia and migrated to south 
Asia. It reached India about two centuries ago, apparently 
through Afghanistan. In parallel, it migrated from the 
Mediterranean to east Africa and central Asia. The study 
provides insights into chickpea’s genetic diversity, 
domestication too. 
 
 

********* 
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Facts for Prelims: 

v Horsley Hills : 

• Horsley Hills or Horsleykonda or Yenugulla Mallamma 
Konda is a series of hills in Andhra Pradesh in 
Madanapalle taluka of Chittoor district and is about 9 
miles from Madanapalle town.  

 

v Goldman Prize : 

• The Goldman Environmental Prize is the world’s largest 
and most prestigious annual award for grassroots 
environmentalists. Many people refer to it as the “green 
Nobel.” 

• Goldman Prize winners are models of courage, and their 
stories are powerful and truly inspiring. The Prize 
recognizes individuals for sustained and significant efforts 
to protect and enhance the natural environment. 

 

******** 

 

 


