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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(29thApril) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

Global Talent Competitiveness Index 

  

Why in news? Global Talent Competitive Index (GTCI) for 2019 
has been recently released. 

Background: 

• GTCI, launched in 2013, is an annual benchmarking 
report that measures the ability of countries to 
compete for talent. 

• It is released by INSEAD business school in partnership 
with Tata Communications and Adecco Group. 

• The report measures levels of Global Talent 
Competitiveness by looking at 68 variables such as ease of 
hiring, gender earnings gap, and prevalence of training in 
firms. 

  

Uniqueness of this year’s report: 

This year’s report has a special focus on entrepreneurial 
talent – how it is being encouraged, nurtured and developed 
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throughout the world and how this affects the relative 
competitiveness of different economies. 

The report also reveals that cities rather than countries are 
developing stronger roles as talent hubs and will be crucial to 
reshaping the global talent scene. 

  

India’s performance: 

• India remains the laggard in the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, 
India, China and South Africa) region and was ranked 80. 

• It performs better than its lower-income peers when it 
comes to growing (48th) talent, primarily by virtue of 
the possibilities for Lifelong Learning (38th) and Access 
to Growth Opportunities (41st). 

• An above-average Business and Labour Landscape (38th) 
and Employability (34th) raise the scores of the pillars 
related to Enable (70th) and Vocational and Technical Skills 
(72nd) that are otherwise hampered by the remaining sub-
pillars. 

• Notwithstanding the scope for improvement across the 
board, India’s biggest challenge is to improve its ability 
to Attract (95th) and Retain (96th) talent. 

• Above all, there is a need to address its poor level of 
Internal Openness (116th)—in particular with respect to 
weak gender equality and low tolerances towards minorities 
and immigrants—and its disappointing showing in Lifestyle 
indicators. 

  

Global findings: 

In this sixth edition, Switzerland continues to lead the 2019 
Global Talent Competitiveness index, while Singapore and the 
United States come in second and third respectively. 

Yemen has finished at the bottom of this year’s index at 
125th, just below Congo (124th) and Burundi (123rd). 

  



 

www.vaidicslucknow Page 3 
 

 

 

********* 

            Bharat Stage Emission Standards: 

What are Bharat Stage Emission Standards? 

• Bharat Stage emission standards, introduced in 2000, are 
emission standards that have been set up by the Central 
government to regulate the output of air pollutants from 
internal combustion engine equipment, including motor 
vehicles. 

• The different norms are brought into force in accordance 
with the timeline and standards set up by the Central 
Pollution Control Board which comes under the Ministry of 
Environment and Forests and Climate Change. 

What is the mechanism that is followed under BS? 

BS is based on Euro norms. 

• Euro norms define the maximum limit of pollutant that a 
vehicle can emit. (CO2, nitrogen oxide, sulfur and 
suspended particulate matter) 

• If vehicle emits more than this limit, it cannot be sold in 
Europe. 

• In India, we follow Euro norms under the label “Bharat 
stage” norms. We are gradually implementing them in more 
and more cities 
 

What is the benefit of these norms?  

• Bharat stage emission standard regulates the output of air 
pollutants from internal combustion engine equipment, 
including motor vehicles. 
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How are they adopted/ their timelines? 

Ø India has been following European emission norms, though 
with a time lag of five years, with BS-IV norms currently 
applicable in 33 cities where the required grade of fuel is 
available while the rest of the country follows BS-III 
standards. 

Ø As per the original timeline in the Auto Fuel Policy, BS-IV 
is to be adopted across the country by 2017, BS V by 2020 
and BS-VI by 2024. 

  

Current status: 

1. BS-III (equivalent to Euro-III) across the country 
2. BS-IV in major cities 

 

Is the fuel available to all type of vehicles across country? 

• No, there is a lack of BS standard fuel availability. At 
present, while passenger vehicle manufacturers have been 
selling BS-IV variants even beyond the 33 cities where 
that fuel is available, all commercial vehicles (heavy trucks 
and buses) comply with BS-III norms. These vehicles travel 
inter-state and therefore have to refuel at BS-III stations. 
Using BS-III fuel in BS-IV vehicles lowers efficacy of the 
engine. Its performance too is affected. The objective of 
addressing pollution issue by upgrading to higher 
emissions norms too remain defeated without uniform fuel 
availability across the country. 

  

Why BS thing in news now? 

Ø Government is aiming to implement introduction of the 
cleaner Bharat Stage- VI fuel in the country by 2020. It 
intends to skip BS-V. 
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Ø The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas has set a 
deadline of 2017 by which time all the vehicles in the 
country must be BS-IV-compliant and 2020 for the 
rollout of BS-VI fuel. 

  

 

********* 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Cyclone Fani: 

• The Bay of Bengal is known as a nursery for tropical 
cyclones. Now, the season’s first cyclone (already titled 
Fani) seems to be building up at its edges—and it could be 
a big one.   

v Christina Koch: She will be the first women in the world to 
live longest period of time on ISS, If she lives there for 11 
months. 

******** 

 

 


