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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(24thApril) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

Will India become a big importer of food? 
 

Why in news? 
 It could, if agri policies fail to incentivise farmers more. The 
demand for food is expected to spike in the coming years 
 

About the report: 

• India is, today, a country of about 1.35 billion people. 
United Nations’ population projections of 2017 say that 
India is likely to surpass China’s population by 2024 and 
reach 1.5 billion by 2030, making it the most populous 
nation on the planet. 

• About two-thirds of Indians are below 35 years of age. 
India’s GDP has been growing at around 7 per cent 
annually for the last two decades, and likely to continue 
at this pace for at least another decade. 

With population growth gradually declining to 1.1 per cent 
now and continuing in that direction, per capita incomes in 
India are likely to grow at around 6 per cent annually for 
the next decade.  
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The 2018 OECD-ICRIER report on India’s Agriculture Policies 
estimated that the Producer Support Estimates (PSEs) for 2000-
01 to 2016-17 was minus (-) 14.4 per cent of the value of gross 
farm receipts. This amounts to an implicit “net tax” of 
about ₹2.65-lakh crore ($38 billion) annually to farmers. In 
comparison, China supported its farmers by $212 billion in 
2016, and the OECD as a group supported its farmers by $235 
billion per year in 2016. 

 What all this reflects is that India has a huge consumer bias in 
its food and agri-policies that implicitly taxes its farmers. 

Way Forward: 

India can reform its policy structure in a way that at least 
ensures farmers a “level playing field” with consumers, then 
Indian farmers can get much better incentives and higher 
profitability, encouraging them to adopt better technologies, raise 
yields, and make India much more competitive. 

 The best way to do this would be through fundamentally 
reforming, among others, the ECA, the APMC Act, and the 
exports policy.  

If India does that, it can not only feed its population but can also 
create surpluses for exports. But if it can’t, India runs the risk of 
becoming an overall importer of food soon.  

 

*********** 

 

                     

             International Maritime Organisation (IMO) 
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Why in news? 

International Maritime Organisation (IMO) has launched new 
rules to introduce electronic information exchange between ships 
and ports for national governments. 

• Its objective is to make cross border trade easy and hassle 
free. It was important measure because 10 billion tonnes of 
goods are traded by sea annually across the globe. 

 Background: 

The requirement, mandatory under IMO’s Convention on 
Facilitation of International Maritime Traffic (FAL Convention), 
is part of amendments under the revised Annex to the FAL 
Convention, adopted in 2016. 

  

What is Facilitation of International Maritime Traffic (FAL 
Convention)? 

Adopted in 1965, the main objective of the convention is to 
achieve the most efficient maritime transport as possible, looking 
for smooth transit in ports of ships, cargo, and passengers. 

The Convention encourages the use of a “single window” for data, 
to enable all the information required by public authorities in 
connection with the arrival, stay and departure of ships, persons 
and cargo, to be submitted via a single portal, without 
duplication. 

 Under the requirement for electronic data exchange, all national 
authorities should now have provision for electronic exchange of 
this information. 

About IMO: 

The International Maritime Organization – is the United 
Nations specialized agency with responsibility for the safety and 
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security of shipping and the prevention of marine pollution by 
ships. 

The IMO’s primary purpose is to develop and maintain a 
comprehensive regulatory framework for shipping and its remit 
today includes safety, environmental concerns, legal matters, 
technical co-operation, maritime security and the efficiency of 
shipping. 

IMO is governed by an assembly of members and is financially 
administered by a council of members elected from the assembly. 

The IMO’s structure comprises the Assembly, the Council, the 
Maritime Safety Committee, the Marine Environment Protection 
Committee, the Legal Committee, the Technical Cooperation 
Committee, and the secretariat, headed by a Secretary-General. 
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