
 

www.vaidicslucknow Page 1 
 

 

 

Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(22thApril) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL) 

  

Why in news?  AYUSH ministry and the Council of 
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), New Delhi will 
collaborate in research and education in areas of traditional 
systems of medicine and its integration with modern science. 

This is not the first collaboration of the two organisations. CSIR 
and the Department of AYUSH (now Ministry) developed 
the Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL). 

About TKDL: 

• The Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL) is an 
Indian digital knowledge repository of the traditional 
knowledge, especially about medicinal plants and 
formulations used in Indian systems of medicine. 

• Set up in 2001, as a collaboration between the Council 
of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) and the 
MINISTRY OF AYUSH. 

• objective of the library is to protect the ancient and 
traditional knowledge of the country from   biopiracy 
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and unethical patents, by documenting it electronically and 
classifying it as per international patent classification 
systems. 

• Apart from that, the non-patent database serves to foster 
modern research based on traditional knowledge, as it 
simplifies access to this vast knowledge of remedies or 
practices. 

  

The TKDL contains documentation of publicly available 
traditional knowledge (TK) that: 

• relates to Ayurveda, Unani, Siddha and Yoga 
• is in digitized format 
• is available in five languages: English, German, French, 

Japanese and Spanish. 
  

 The TKDL: 

• seeks to prevent the granting of patents for products 
developed utilizing TK where there has been little, if any, 
inventive step 

• intends to act as a bridge between information recorded in 
ancient Sanskrit and patent examiners (with its database 
containing information in a language and format 
understandable to patent examiners) 

• facilitates access to information not easily available to 
patent examiners, thereby minimizing the possibility that 
patents could be granted for “inventions” involving only 
minor or insignificant modifications. 
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             Mosquirix: World’s first Malaria vaccine 

Why in news? 

African Nation, Malawi will be undertaking large scale pilot tests 
for the world’s most advanced experimental malaria vaccine in a 
bid to prevent the disease. The vaccine has been recommended 
by WHO for pilot introduction in selected areas of 3 African 
countries- Ghana, Kenya and Malawi. 

 About Malaria: 

• caused by the infectious Plasmodium 
• Spread: Female Anophelesmosquitoes deposit parasite 

sporozoites into the skin of a human host. 
• Malaria is a leading cause of human morbidity and 

mortality. Despite huge progress in tackling the disease, 
there are still 212 million new cases of malaria and 430,000 
malaria-related deaths worldwide each year according to the 
World Health Organisation (WHO). Most cases (80%) and 
deaths (90%) were in sub-Saharan African. 
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World’s first vaccine against a parasitic disease: Mosquirix: 

• RTS,S, known by its trade name Mosquirix, uses 
antibodies to target proteins presented by 
sporozoites (such as the circumsporozoite protein of  
falciparum)to enhance the immune system and help prevent 
the parasite from infecting the liver. 

• Mosquirix is also engineered using a hepatitis B viral 
protein and a chemical adjuvant to further boost the 
immune response for enhanced effectiveness. 

  

India’s efforts in this regard: 

• India’s progress in fighting malaria is an outcome of 
concerted efforts to ensure that its malaria programme is 
country-owned and country-led, even as it is in alignment 
with globally accepted strategies. 

• At the East Asia Summit in 2015, India pledged to 
eliminate the disease by 2030. Following this public 
declaration, India launched the five-year National 
Strategic Plan for Malaria Elimination. This marked a 
shift in focus from malaria “control” to “elimination”. The 
plan provides a roadmap to achieve the target of ending 
malaria in 571 districts out of India’s 678 districts by 2022. 

  

 

 

 

 ************ 

 

 


