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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(22thApril) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

In a first, east Asian birds make Andaman stopover: 

Why in news?  Distinguished by the green and brown 
plumage on its back, the dimunitve Horsfield’s Bronze Cuckoo 
(Chalcites basalis ) is a native of Australia and New Guinea. 

 

 About: 

• Roughly about 15 cm and weighing 22 g and known for its 
repeated,   

• Loud and piercing whistle — early on July 7, 2017 in a 
tsunami ravaged coastal forest in the Great Nicobar 
Island of the Andaman and Nicobar island chain.  

• The sighting was the first recorded instance of the bird in 
India. 

• Two other first time visitors were also recorded on the 
islands over 2017-18.  

• The Zappey’s Flycatcher ( Cyanoptila cumatilis ) a song 
bird that breeds in China and spends the winters in the 
Malay peninsula, Sumatra and Java.  
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• Spotted six times in different areas of Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands between December 2017 and March 2018 
— at least thrice in pairs. 

 

East Asian Flyway: 

• In the past few years a few other birds of southeast Asian 
origin have been recorded in the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands during migration. 

• Researchers are intrigued by the fact that number of new 
sightings has increased post the 2004 tsunami.  

• The new records include the Mugimaki Flycatcher ( 
Ficedula mugimaki) , Blue-winged Pitta ( Pitta 
moluccensis) , Chinese Egret (Egretta eulophotes) and 
the Chinese Paradise Flycatcher ( Terpsiphone incei) . 

• These birds also use Andaman and Nicobar Islands for a few 
week rest before they can fly along the East Asian-
Australasian Flyway (EAAF).  

• The EAAF extends from Arctic Russia and North America 
to the south Australian boundaries and includes the most 
of the east Asian regions including Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands. 

• Andaman and Nicobar Islands, with just about 0.25 % the 
country’s landmass, is home to about 350 species of exotic 
birds, according to an official estimate 
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Facts for Prelims: 

v Quadrivalent (ACYW 135) vaccine: 

• Meningococcal vaccine refers to any of the vaccines used to 
prevent infection by Neisseria meningitidis. 

• Different versions are effective against some or all of the 
following types of meningococcus: A, B, C, W-135, and Y. 
The vaccines are between 85 and 100% effective for at least 
two years.  

• They result in a decrease in meningitis and sepsis among 
populations where they are widely used. They are given 
either by injection into a muscle or just under the skin. 

About: 

Ø The first meningococcal vaccine became available in the 
1970s. It is on the World Health Organization's List of 
Essential Medicines, the most effective and safe medicines 
needed in a health system.  

Ø The wholesale cost in the developing world is between US 
$3.23 and $10.77 per dose as of 2014. In the United 
States it costs $100–200 for a course. 

 

v Kronos malware: 

• Kronos was a type of banking malware first reported in 
2014. It was sold for $7,000. 

• As of September 2015, a renew version was reconnecting 
with infected bots and sending them a brand new 
configuration file against UK banks and one bank in India. 

About: 

Ø In August 2017, British security researcher Marcus 
Hutchins (aka 'MalwareTech'), previously notable for his 
involvement stopping the May 2017 WannaCry 
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ransomware attack, was arrested by the FBI whilst visiting 
the United States.  
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