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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
(16thApril) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

Global Measles Cases Up By 300% 

Why in news?  A global resurgence of measles showed no 
sign of slowing down as preliminary data from the World Health 
Organization (WHO) revealed the number of cases quadrupled in 
the first three months of 2019 in comparison to the same period 
last year. 

 

About the Report: 

• It indicates a clear trend with many countries 
experiencing sizeable outbreaks, and every region it 
monitors seeing an increase in cases of the potentially 
deadly disease. 

• There has been a 300 per cent rise in cases reported in 
Europe – which last year saw the highest number of cases 
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for a decade – and a nearly 700 per cent rise across 
Africa,  

• Outbreaks in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Ethiopia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Sudan, Thailand and Ukraine, 
are causing many deaths – mostly among young children, it 
added. 

• The WHO has previously warned a rising tide of vaccine 
scepticism, increasingly propagated by false claims on 
social media, has contributed to the resurgence of measles 
in many areas where it was virtually eradicated. 

• Spikes in case numbers have also occurred in countries 
with high overall vaccination coverage, including the United 
States of America as well as Israel, Thailand, and 
Tunisia, as the disease has spread fast among clusters of 
unvaccinated people.  

• The disease is one of the most contagious in the world, and 
caused close to 110,000 deaths in 2017. 

• Even in high-income countries around a quarter of cases 
end up in hospital because of complications, which can 
cause life-long disability, brain damage, deafness and 
blindness. 

• There have been more than 115,000 cases – and 1,200 
deaths – in Madagascar since September, sparking an 
emergency vaccination programme which aimed to reach 7 
million children under the age of nine. 

• Much of the modern anti-vaccination movement can be 
traced back to a 1998 paper from disgraced researcher 
Andrew Wakefield who claimed the combined measles, 
mumps and rubella vaccination increases the risk of 
autism. 
 

********* 

Italy’s designer wins KASHISH poster contest 



 

www.vaidicslucknow Page 3 
 

Why in news?  Milan-based graphic designer Domenico 
De Monte has won the KASHISH International Poster Design 
Contest. The winner was picked by leading fashion designer 
Wendell Rodricks. 

 

About: 

• The winning design will become the look of the 10th edition 
of KASHISH Mumbai International Queer Film Festival 
— South Asia’s biggest LGBTQ film festival— to be held 
between June 12 and June 16 at two of city’s iconic 
theatres Liberty Carnival Cinemas and Metro INOX. 

• The theme of KASHISH 2019, ‘Over The Rainbow’, not 
only commemorates the reading down of Sec 377 and 
decriminalization of same-sex relationships in India but also 
defines the challenges in store for the LGBTQ community. 

 
********* 

Facts for Prelims: 

v ‘Rust belt’ in America : 
• The Rust Belt is a derogatory term for an informal 

region of the United States that experienced industrial 
decline starting around 1980. It is made up mostly of 
places in the Midwest and Great Lakes, though 
definitions vary.  

• Rust refers to the deindustrialization, or economic 
decline, population loss, and urban decay due to the 
shrinking of its once-powerful industrial sector.  

• The term gained popularity in the U.S. in the 1980s. The 
37-year-old Rhodes Scholar and Afghanistan war 
veteran is the two-term Mayor of his hometown of 
South Bend. 
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v Rapid Support Forces:   
• The Rapid Support Forces are Sudanese paramilitary 

forces operated by the Sudanese Government. For 
technical and administrative purposes the RSF are 
administered by the National Intelligence and Security 
Service, although during military operations they are 
commanded by the Sudanese Armed Forces. The current 
commander of the RSF is Maj. Gen. Abbas Abdulaziz. 
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