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VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
Daily Current Affairs – 2019 

(2ndApril) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

India gets surveillance satellite: 

Why in news?  The Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) launched the country’s first electronic surveillance 
satellite, EMISAT, from Sriharikota in coastal Andhra Pradesh 
on recently. 

 

About: 

• As many as 28 small satellites of international customers 
were also put in space as secondary riders.Space-based 
electronic intelligence or ELINT from the 436-kg 
spacecraft will add teeth to situational awareness of the 
armed forces as it will provide location and information of 
hostile radars placed at the borders; this will be another 
dimension to the current land or aircraft-based ELINT, 
according to defence experts who did not wish to be named.  

• ISRO, which is said to have built the satellite body for the 
DRDO payload, merely said the spacecraft would measure 
the electromagnetic spectrum. Once the last cubesat 
came out, ISRO Chairman K. Sivan announced: “Today 
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PSLV-C45 has successfully injected the ISRO-made EMISAT 
in a 748-km orbit as well as 28 customer satellites in a 
504-km orbit as sought by the customers.” 

• An ISRO release said that as EMISAT came out, “Its two 
solar arrays were deployed automatically. The ISRO 
Telemetry Tracking and Command Network at Bengaluru 
assumed control of the satellite. In the coming days, the 
satellite will be brought to its final operational 
configuration.” 

 

********* 

22 kg of plastic found in dead whale’s belly: 

Why in news?  An eight-metre sperm whale was found dead 
off Sardinia with 22 kg of plastic in its belly, prompting the 
World Wildlife Foundation (WWF) to sound an alarm on 
Monday over the dangers of plastic waste in the Mediterranean 
Sea. 

About: 

• The garbage recovered from the sperm whale’s stomach 
included a corrugated tube for electrical works, plastic 
plates, shopping bags, tangled fishing lines and a washing 
detergent package with its bar code still legible. 

• The female whale beached off the northern coast of Sardinia 
last week, within the vast Pelagos marine sanctuary that 
was created as a haven for dolphins, whales and other sea 
life. 

• WWF said plastic is one of the greatest threats to marine life 
and has killed at least five other whales over the last two 
years from Europe to Asia. 
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 About the World Wildlife Foundation (WWF): 

• The World Wildlife Foundation (WWF) is an international 
non-governmental organization founded in 1961, working in 
the field of the wilderness preservation, and the reduction 
of human impact on the environment. It was formerly 
named the World Wildlife Fund, which remains its official 
name in Canada and the United States. 

• WWF is the world's largest conservation organization 
with over five million supporters worldwide, working in 
more than 100 countries, supporting around 1,300 
conservation and environmental projects. They have 
invested over $1 billion in more than 12,000 conservation 
initiatives since 1995. 

 

*********** 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Dhimsa dance: 
• Dhimsa, a tribal dance form in Andhra Pradesh, is 

performed by the Porja caste women. A group of 15–20 
women form a circle and dance praising the deity for the 
welfare of their domestic life.  

• They also dance at the weddings since the women pray 
for peaceful and happy married life. They typically wear 
tribal dresses and ornaments while the leading lady also 
carries a peacock feather in her hand. 

 
 

************ 


