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VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
Daily Current Affairs – 2019 

(1st April) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

Culling begins after bird flu outbreak in Cuttack: 

Why in news?  Mass culling of birds was undertaken after 
samples collected from a State-run duck breeding centre at 
Khapuria on the outskirts of the city tested positive for the deadly 
strain of avian influenza 

 

About: 

• Chief Veterinary officer (CDVO) Loknath Behera confirmed 
that there has been an outbreak of bird flu in the city. 

• Have also undertaken a drive to destroy eggs within a one-
km radius of the breeding centre. Sources said blood 
samples of people living within a radius of 10 km of the 
locality, who had consumed eggs and bird meat over the 
week, will also be collected. 

• The centre witnessed deaths of at least 10 to 15 birds 
every day over the past 10 days following which samples 
were sent to several laboratories within the State and 
outside. 
 

About the Avian influenza: 

• Avian influenza—known informally as avian flu or bird flu 
is a variety of influenza caused by viruses adapted to 
birds. The type with the greatest risk is highly pathogenic 
avian influenza (HPAI).  
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• Bird flu is similar to swine flu, dog flu, horse flu and 
human flu as an illness caused by strains of influenza 
viruses that have adapted to a specific host. Out of the 
three types of influenza viruses (A, B, and C), influenza A 
virus is a zoonotic infection with a natural reservoir 
almost entirely in birds. Avian influenza, for most 
purposes, refers to the influenza a virus. 
 
 
 

********* 

Farmers’ prospects in erstwhile Karimnagar dwindle: 

Why in news?  Prevailing heat wave conditions and 
depleting groundwater levels have led to standing crops 
withering away in various parts of the erstwhile Karimnagar 
district, causing farmers to worry over their prospects. 

 

About: 

• They took up large-scale cultivation of paddy based on the 
availability of water in SRSP (Sri Rama Sagar Project) 
and LMD ( Lower Manair Dam) reservoirs. But the 
government could not provide water to the command areas 
owing to reduced water levels in the reservoirs in later days. 

• Though the government released the available water, it did 
not reach the tail-end farmers as it was “pilfered” by 
farmers in the upper region. 

• Other irrigation sources such as wells and bore-wells were 
insufficient to protect the standing crops. Though farmers 
resorted to deepening their wells by spending large sums of 
money, they failed to get enough water for their entire 
crop area. Sources said that, as of now, each farmer has 
lost approximately Rs. 25,000 per acre for cultivating 
paddy. 
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• Demanding that the officials from the Agriculture 
Department visit their fields to enumerate the losses and 
submit a report to the State government for compensation, 
he urged the government to provide a compensation of Rs. 
25,000 per acre to each farmer. 

 

 

************* 

Facts for Prelims: 

v Fakim Wildlife Sanctuary: 

• A Forest Guard, the Alemba Yimchunger of the Phukem 
Wildlife Sanctuary in Nagaland has been awarded 'Earth 
Day Network Star' for the protection of forests and wild 
animals in the Sanctuary and surrounding forests. 

• This honor has been given by the US International 
Environment Organization, which connects the Green 
Group of 195 countries of the world together. 

• The Phakem Wildlife Sanctuary is located in the caféar 
district of Nagaland, which is spread over 642 hectares. 

• It was established in the year 1983 and it spread to the 
international border of Myanmar. Many wildlife such as 
leopards, tigers, wild buffaloes, Hoolock Gibbons and 
Gemini are found in this sanctuary. 

• Hornbills, Nagaland's most popular bird, are also found in 
abundance in this sanctuary. 

*************** 


