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Debris from anti-satellite test to disintegrate in 45 
days:  

Why in news?  The satellite targeted with an Anti-Satellite 
(ASAT) missile under Mission Shakti has broken up into at 
least 270 pieces, most of which are expected to disintegrate 
within 45 days, Defence sources said on recently. 

 

 

About: 

• “The satellite has disintegrated into at least 270 pieces 
which has also been confirmed by the North American 
Aerospace Defence Command (NORAD). One of them is a 
large piece that has been deorbited and is estimated to be 
completely degraded by April 5,” the official said. The rest of 
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the pieces are estimated to disintegrate in less than 45 
days, he stated. 

• Being in the Low Earth Orbit, the debris would fall towards 
earth and burn up as soon as they enter the atmosphere. 

 

Imaging satellite 

• Officials identified the targeted satellite as Microsat-R, an 
imaging satellite that was launched by the Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO) on January 24 using a 
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle. The satellite, weighing 
740 kg, was placed in an orbit of 274 km above earth. 

• On recently, the Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) shot down Microsat-R with a 
modified exo-atmospheric missile of the ballistic missile 
defence at an altitude of 300 km. 

• The debris posed no immediate threat to the International 
Space Station or most other satellites in Low Earth 
Orbit. 

 

 

************ 

 

Centre to borrow Rs. 7.1 lakh crore in FY20,: 

Why in news?  Gross borrowings of the government during 
the first half of financial year 2019-20 will stand at Rs. 4.42 
lakh crore, which works out to 62.3% of the total target for the 
entire year, Economic Affairs Secretary Subhash Chandra Garg 
announced on recently. 
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Gross borrowing: 

Ø The gross borrowing of Rs. 7.10 lakh crore for the entire 
year is significantly higher than the Rs. 5.35 lakh crore 
borrowing programme for financial year 2018-19. In 2018-
19, the government borrowed Rs. 2.88 lakh crore in the first 
half, and Rs. 2.47 lakh crore in the second half. 

Ø  the gross borrowing amount is higher because of the 
repayment programme of the government and that the net 
borrowing is actually in keeping with the trend over the 
last five years. 
 

Ø “If you look at the five year statistics, the net borrowing has 
been more or less static,”  

Ø “The gross borrowing is higher because of the repayment 
programme. My recollection on net borrowings is that we 
are not even touching the highest that was touched in the 
last five years.” 

Ø The government’s repayment programme is Rs. 1.01 lakh 
crore in the first half of FY20 and Rs. 1.35 lakh crore in 
the second half. After accounting for this, the net 
borrowings stand at Rs. 3.41 lakh crore in the first half 
and Rs. 1.33 lakh crore in the second half. 

 

Fiscal deficit: 

• In a separate announcement, the government said that its 
fiscal deficit for the first 11 months of the current financial 
year stood at Rs. 8.51 lakh crore, which is 134.2% of the 
full year target. 

• The fiscal deficit, which is the excess of the government’s 
expenditure over its receipts, stood at Rs. 7.7 lakh crore in 
the previous month, which was 121.5% of the full year 
target. “We stick to the 3.4% fiscal deficit target for the 
year,”  



 

www.vaidicslucknow Page 4 
 

  

********* 

Five varieties of Indian coffee awarded GI 
certification: 

Why in news?  Five varieties of Indian coffee have been 
awarded the Geographical Indication (GI) tag, a move that will 
enhance their visibility globally and allow growers to get the 
right value. 

 

About: 

• While Coorg Arabica coffee is grown specifically in Kodagu 
district of Karnataka, Wayanaad Robusta coffee is from 
Wayanad district in east Kerala, Chikmagalur Arabica 
coffee from Chikmagalur district in the Deccan plateau of 
Karnataka, Araku Valley Arabica coffee from the hilly 
tracks of Visakhapatnam district in Andhra Pradesh and 
Odisha region, and Bababudangiris Arabica coffee from 
the central portion of Chikmagalur district. 

• The Monsooned Malabar Robusta Coffee, a unique coffee 
from India, was given the GI certification earlier, according 
to an official statement issued on recently by the 
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade. 

• India is the only country where the entire coffee cultivation 
is grown under shade, hand-picked and sun-dried. It is 
cultivated across 4.54 lakh hectares by 3.66 lakh 
farmers, the statement said. 

• In another development, the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry on recently launched an online marketplace for 
coffee. 

• The initiative will help integrate farmers with markets in a 
transparent manner, and lead to realisation of fair prices for 
coffee producers. 
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• The Coffee Board of India will collaborate with 
Bengaluru-based digital Eka Software Solutions (Eka 
Plus) for development of a blockchain-based marketplace 
application. 

 

********* 

Facts for Prelims: 

• Hikikomori:  
• The phenomenon is so widespread in Japan it even has 

its own name — hikikomori — defined as someone who 
does not go to school or work for six months and does 
not interact with anyone outside his family during that 
time. 

 

v Mankading:  

• Recently, during a cricket match of the Indian Premier 
League-2019, a batsman was dismissed from Mankading 
(also known as Mankad). 

 

What is Mankading 

• This method was named 'Mankanding' in the name of 
former Indian bowler Venu Mankad. 

• The non-striker batsman in Mankading is run out before 
the ball is bowled by the bowler. If the bowler thinks that 
a non-striker batsman is coming out of the crease before 
throwing the ball, then he can blow the non-striker's ends 
off and make it out. 

 

                                        ********** 
 


