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                 VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
                          (27thMarch) 

                    Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

                            India’s carbon dioxide emissions up 5%: 

  

 Highlight of the report: 

• India emitted 2,299 million tonnes of carbon dioxide in 
2018, a 4.8% rise from last year, according to a report by 
the International Energy Agency (IEA).  

• India’s emissions growth this year was higher than that of 
the United States and China — the two biggest emitters in 
the world — and this was primarily due to a rise in coal 
consumption. 

•  China, the United States, and India together accounted for 
nearly 70% of the rise in energy demand. 

• India’s per capita emissions were about 40% of the global 
average and contributed 7% to the global carbon dioxide 
burden.  
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• The United States, the largest emitter, was responsible for 
14%. 

• As per its commitments to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, India has promised to 
reduce the emissions intensity of its economy by 2030, 
compared to 2005 levels.  

• It has also committed to having 40% of its energy from 
renewable sources by 2030 and, as part of this, install 100 
GW of solar power by 2022. 

                                

                                      *************** 

 

                      Sharda Peeth Corridor: 

Why in news?  Pakistan has given its green signal for 
Sharda Peeth corridor. The Sharda Peeth corridor, when 
opened, will be the second religious tract after Kartarpur 
corridor in Pakistan-controlled territory that will connect 
the two neighbouring nations. 

About Sharada Peeth: 

• The temple is revered by Kashmiri Pandits among other 
Hindus across the globe. 

• It was once regarded as a major centre of higher learning of 
Vedic works, scriptures and commentaries. 

• The temple is also one of the 18 Maha Shakti Peethas, or a 
“Grand Shakti Peethas”. 

• It is considered to be the abode of Hindu Goddess 
Saraswati. 

• The temple has close resemblance with the Martand temple 
(another religious site in Anantnag) in architecture, design 
and construction style. 
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When was it built? 

• One of the accounts of construction of the temple says that 
it was built during the rule of Kushans (early 1st century). 
While many other accounts say that Buddhists had a strong 
involvement in the Sharda region, the researchers have not 
been able to find evidence to support the claim. 

• Academics also believe that Raja Lalitaditya had built the 
Sharada Peeth for containing the religious and political 
influence of the Buddhism. The claim is supported by the 
fact that Lalitaditya was a master of building massive 
temples. 

  

Where is it located? 

Since partition, the temple has been out of bounds for Indian 
pilgrims. The ancient Sharada temple, as well as the adjacent 
ruins of Sharada University, are situated in Neelam Valley, 
which is 160 km from Muzaffarabad, and close to the Line 
of Control. It is in a small village Shardi where the river Neelam 
joins Madhumati and Sargun streams. 

  

                         **************** 

 

                                         WEF Energy Transition Index: 

Why in news? 

 World Economic Forum has released its global Energy 
Transition index. The annual list ranks 115 economies on their 
ability to balance energy security and access with environmental 
sustainability and affordability. 
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Performance of various countries: 

1. Sweden retained its top spot on the list, followed by 
Switzerland and Norway in the second and third positions 
respectively. 

2. The United States, which is placed at the 27th position, was 
found to have made progress in reducing the use of coal in 
power generation. It slipped in the rankings by two places 
due to concerns surrounding affordability of energy to 
households and regulatory uncertainty on environmental 
sustainability 

3. The developing countries in Asia, on the other hand, showed 
significant improvements towards universal access to 
electricity led by India (76), Indonesia (63) and 
Bangladesh (90). 

  

Key observations on India’s performance: 

1. India was found to be amongst the countries with high 
pollution levels and relatively high CO2 intensity in its 
energy system. Despite this, the report found that India has 
made significant strides to improve energy access in recent 
years and currently scores well in the area of regulation and 
political commitment towards energy transition. 

2. While India scored low in terms of system performance, it 
ranks considerably higher when it comes to readiness to 
adapt to future energy needs. Overall, India has moved up 
two places from its 78th position in 2018. 

3. India is among the five economies that have managed to 
improve their rank since last year. 

4. In the BRICS bloc of emerging economies, India was ranked 
second best, only after Brazil. 

  

                                   ***************** 

 
   


