
 

www.vaidicslucknow Page 1 
 

                 VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
                Daily Current Affairs – 2019 
                      (26thMarch) 

                    Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

                        West Nile virus (WNV): 

Why in news?   Health Ministry takes stock of the public 
health measures for controlling West Nile Virus. A section of the 
media has reported that a seven year old boy from Malappuram 
District of Kerala is suffering from a West Nile Virus (WNV). 

About WNW: 

• West Nile Virus (WNV) is a member of the flavivirus 
genus and belongs to the Japanese encephalitis 
antigenic complex of the family Flaviviridae. 

• West Nile Virus (WNV) can cause neurological disease and 
death in people. WNV is commonly found in Africa, Europe, 
the Middle East, North America and West Asia. 

• WNV is maintained in nature in a cycle involving 
transmission between birds and mosquitoes. Humans, 
horses and other mammals can be infected. 

 Transmission: 

Human infection is most often the result of bites from 
infected mosquitoes. Mosquitoes become infected when they 
feed on infected birds, which circulate the virus in their blood for 
a few days. The virus eventually gets into the mosquito’s salivary 
glands. During later blood meals (when mosquitoes bite), the 
virus may be injected into humans and animals, where it can 
multiply and possibly cause illness. 

The virus may also be transmitted through contact with 
other infected animals, their blood, or other tissues. A very 
small proportion of human infections have occurred through 
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organ transplant, blood transfusions and breast milk. There is 
one reported case of transplacental (mother-to-child) WNV 
transmission. 

Horses, just like humans, are “dead-end” hosts, meaning that 
while they become infected, they do not spread the infection. 
Symptomatic infections in horses are also rare and generally 
mild, but can cause neurologic disease, including fatal 
encephalomyelitis. 

 

 

Signs and symptoms: 

• Infection with WNV is either asymptomatic (no symptoms) in 
around 80% of infected people, or can lead to West Nile fever 
or severe West Nile disease. 

• About 20% of people who become infected with WNV will 
develop West Nile fever. Symptoms include fever, headache, 
tiredness, and body aches, nausea, vomiting, occasionally 
with a skin rash (on the trunk of the body) and swollen 
lymph glands. 

The symptoms of severe disease (also called neuroinvasive 
disease, such as West Nile encephalitis or meningitis or 
West Nile poliomyelitis) include headache, high fever, neck 
stiffness, stupor, disorientation, coma, tremors, convulsions, 
muscle weakness, and paralysis. 

                                

                                      *************** 

 

Why not increase the VVPAT count, asks SC?: 

Why in news?  The Supreme Court said on Monday that it 
was in favour of increasing the random physical verification of 
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Voter Verified Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) in the Lok Sabha and 
Assembly elections, though the idea was met with stiff resistance 
from the Election Commission 

What are VVPAT machines? 

• The Voter Verified Paper Audit Trail is a method that 
provides feedback to voters. 

• It is an independent verification printer machine and is 
attached to electronic voting machines. 

• It allows voters to verify if their vote has gone to the 
intended candidate. 

  

How do VVPAT machines work? 

1. When a voter presses a button in the EVM, a paper slip is 
printed through the VVPAT. 

2. The slip contains the poll symbol and name of the 
candidate. 

3. It allows the voter to verify his/her choice. After being 
visible to the voter from a glass case in the VVPAT for seven 
seconds, the ballot slip will be cut and dropped into the 
drop box in the VVPAT machine and a beep will be heard. 

4. VVPAT machines can be accessed by polling officers only. 
5. VVPAT is a machine which dispenses a slip with the symbol 

of the party for which a person has voted for. The slip 
dropped in a box but the voter cannot take it home. 

  

Advantages in VVPATs: 

1. Enables to verify vote: Instant feedback to voter that vote 
polled has been allocated to the intended candidate. 

2. Enables authorities to count the votes manually if there is a 
dispute in the electronically polled votes. 
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3. Operates under a Direct Recording Election system (DRE) 
which detects fraud and existent malfunctions. 

4. Will ensure greater transparency in voting process. 
5. Gives both the voters and political parties an assurance. 

 

                         ************* 

 

PSLV-C45 project will mark several firsts for ISRO: 

Why in news? 

For the sheer number of ‘firsts’ to its credit, the PSLV-
C45/Emisat mission scheduled for an April 1 lift-off from 
Sriharikota will be a memorable one for the Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO). 

 

• For one, it will be ISRO’s first attempt at placing payloads in 
three different orbits. The chief payload — the 436 kg 
Emisat — will be injected into a 749 km orbit. 

•  After that, the fourth stage of the rocket will be manoeuvred 
to a 504 km orbit for releasing 28 international satellites. 

• Once that job is over, the fourth stage will be restarted and 
guided to an altitude of 485 km. 

 

                                   ***************** 

 
   

 


