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VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
Daily Current Affairs – 2019 

(18thMarch) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

India’s first forest-certification scheme gets global 
recognition: 

Why in news?  The council of Programme for Endorsement 
of Forest Certification (PEFC), a Geneva-based non-profit, has 
decided to endorse the Certification Standard for Sustainable 
Forest Management (SFM) developed by Network for 
Certification and Conservation of Forests (NCCF), an Indian 
non-profit. 

PEFC provides independent third-party certification for 
sustainable forest management. 

 

About: 

• The NCCF was set up in 2015 by representatives of 
forest-based industries, non-profits, forest auditors and 
government forest departments with an aim to set 
standards for certifying India’s forests, their products and 
their sustainable management. 

• The NCCF’s forest certification scheme is aimed to 
improve India’s forest management regime that is often 
criticized for various issues ailing the sector such as forest 
rights, forest degradation, biodiversity losses, 
encroachments, lack of manpower etc. 
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Significance and the need for forest certification: 

Forest certification has been accepted as an efficient tool for 
forest management world over. Given that forests of India serve 
important ecological, economic and social functions that also 
provide livelihood to over 275 million forest dependent people 
of this country, there is need for certification for sustaining and 
enhancing these roles of forests. 

What is forest certification? 

Forest certification, a global movement initiated in 1990s 
after Rio Earth Summit, is a market-based non-regulatory 
conservation tool designed to promote sustainable 
management of forests and trees outside forests by an 
independent third party. 

As several developed countries have put trade restrictions on 
import of non-certified timber, non-timber forest products and 
wood-based goods into their countries, getting sustainable forest 
management certificates has become mandatory for exports. 

 

                                                           *************** 

 

Rising sea levels to affect water table along Chennai’s 
shoreline: 

Why in news?  The fragile water table in the city’s coastal 
areas, particularly along East Coast Road, is under threat of 
severe seawater intrusion due to anticipated rise in sea levels in 
the next few decades, according to a study by the Department of 
Geology, Anna University. 

• There is a rise in sea level by 2mm every year based on a 
report by the Indian Network for Climate Change 
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Assessment under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change. 

• The increasing sea level would also force the water table 
along the coastline to move upwards. But it would slowly 
replace the freshwater at the bottom of the aquifer. 

 

Salt water intrusion: 

• Rapid urbanization and indiscriminate drawl have already 
led to salt water intrusion in areas from the Adyar river to 
Palavakkam. 

• Residents are heavily dependent on other resources, 
including private water tankers. 

• “The sea would also be moving closer to the land by 0.5 m 
every year because of the increase in sea level. 

• 1.5 sq. km of land along the coastline will be lost by 2100, 
particularly in Thiruvanmiyur and Palavakkam, as the 
beach there is flat. 

 

************* 

Facts for prelims: 

 

The Gahirmatha, Devi and Rushikulya beaches: 

 They are found in Odisha  & are famed for two remarkable 
events: thousands of female turtles coming in to nest, in 
February, followed by millions of hatchlings heading out into the 
sea after exactly 49 days in April. 

 

***************** 

 
   


