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Daily Current Affairs – 2019 

(18thMarch) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

Migration in Bengal delta driven by livelihood issues, 
social factors: 

Why in news?  Economic reasons are the precipitating 
factor for migration in the Indian Bengal Delta that comprises 
the Sunderbans reveals an international study titled Deltas, 
Vulnerability and Climate Change: Migration and Adaptation 
(DECMA).  

 

About: 

• The study also points out that there is huge gender 
disparity when it comes to those migrating from the region. 

• The study which covers 51 blocks of districts of South 
and North 24 Parganas reveals that 64% people migrate 
because of economic reasons, unsustainable agriculture, 
lack of economic opportunities and debt; 28 % of the 
migration from the region is for social reasons and about 
7% for environmental reasons like cyclones and flooding.  

• The study, held between 2014 and 2018 focusing on three 
deltas Ganga Brahmaputra Meghna Delta (India and 
Bangladesh) Volta (Ghana) and Mahanadi (India) looks 
into the aspect of climate change, adaptation and 
migration in these deltas. 

• Professor Tuhin Ghosh, the India country head for DECMA 
says people surveyed during the study could not relate to 
reduced agricultural productivity, increased salinity and 
change in rainfall pattern as environmental reason for their 
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migration. Only in cases of extreme events like flooding and 
cyclones resulting in loss of livelihood, did the locals say 
their migration was due to environmental reasons, he points 
out. 

• When it comes to migration in the Indian Bengal Delta, the 
study finds a huge gender disparity, with men 
outnumbering women by almost five times. It shows that 
of the people migrating 83% are men and only 17 % are 
women. While most of the men migrate due to economic 
reasons, women do so, driven by mostly social factors. 

• Professor Ghosh, who is associated with the School of 
Oceanographic Studies, Jadavpur University says that in 
the Sunderbans there are villages where most of the men 
have migrated for work and the responsibility of the family 
and agriculture falls on the women. 

• “Even though the women are doing all the work back home, 
they have little freedom to take decisions on their own and 
have to consult their men over telephone for any major 
decision,” 

• In terms of the destination of migrations, the study finds 
that 51% of migration from the Indian Bengal Delta is to 
other areas of the State particularly to the city of Kolkata, 
10% to Maharashtra, 9% to Tamil Nadu, 7% Kerala and 
6% to Gujarat. 

 

Vulnerable areas: 

• In the study, experts also map the climate change hot spots 
and highest risk areas of Sunderbans based on an analysis 
of climate change hazards.  

• The areas of Gosaba, Basanti, Kultali, Sagar, Kakdwip, 
Namkhana, Canning and Mathurapur (all in South 24 
Parganas) have high levels of agriculture dependency and so 
are sensitive to climate hazards such as flood and salinity. 
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********* 

Pinaki Chandra Ghose set to be India’s first Lokpal: 

Why in news?  Former Supreme Court judge and current 
member of the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), 
Pinaki Chandra Ghose, is likely to be India’s first anti-
corruption ombudsman, or Lokpal, after his name was cleared 
and recommended by the high-level selection committee chaired 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

 

About the Lokpal: 

• A Lokpal is an anti-corruption authority or ombudsman 
who represents the public interest. The concept of an 
ombudsman is borrowed from Sweden. The Lokpal has 
jurisdiction over all Members of Parliament and central 
government employees in cases of corruption.  

• The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act was passed in 2013 with 
amendments in parliament, following the Jan Lokpal 
movement led by Anna Hazare in 2011. The Lokpal is 
responsible for enquiring into corruption charges at the 
national level while the Lokayukta performs the same 
function at the state level. 

• As of March 2019, and ever since the related Act of 
Parliament was passed in India. Retired Supreme Court 
judge Pinaki Chandra Ghose is appointed as the first 
Lokpal of India by a committee consisting of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and Chief Justice of India 
Ranjan Gogoi and Loksabha speaker Sumitra Mahajan on 
17 march 2019. PC Ghose likely to take charge as lokpal 
soon.  

• It comprises 8 members where 4 members (50%) are from 
judiciary and not less than 50% (≥4 members) are from 
ST, SC, OBCs, Women or minorities. 
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********* 

New hydro policy to help meet renewables target: 

Why in news?  While the government’s decision to re-
classify large hydroelectric projects as renewable energy will 
certainly help the sector, the move will also go a long way in 
meeting the targets set by it for the sector, according to 
analysts. 

 

About: 

• The Union Cabinet approved a new hydroelectricity policy 
that, among other things, included large hydro projects 
within the ambit of renewable energy. 

• Prior to the policy, only small hydro projects of a capacity of 
less than 25 MW were treated as renewable energy. Large 
hydro projects were treated as a separate source of energy. 

• India’s renewable energy sector had an installed capacity of 
75,055.92 MW as of February 2019, This made up about 
21.4% of the overall energy mix, with the rest coming from 
thermal, nuclear and large hydro sources. 

• With the inclusion of large hydro in renewable energy, the 
energy mix changes drastically. 

• Renewable energy capacity would now be 1,20,455.14 MW 
or 34.4% of the overall energy mix. 

 

No additional resources: 

• It must be noted that this is a purely cosmetic change. No 
additional resources have been created through this policy. 
It is a reclassification of existing capacity. 

• The policy has meant a drastic change in the renewable 
energy mix as well. Whereas earlier, wind energy 
contributed nearly 50% of all renewable energy 
capacity, it will now make up only 29.3%. Similarly, 
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solar energy’s share will fall from 34.68% to 21.61%. The 
hydro sector, however, will see its share grow from just over 
6% to over 41%. 

 

Huge imbalance: 

• “There has been a huge imbalance in the thermal-hydro mix 
for the last few years because of a sharp growth in 
thermal and complete stagnation in hydro. The 
government has additional reasons for bringing in such a 
re-classification, which have more to do with the renewable 
energy targets it set for itself. 

• “As you know, we are still pretty far from reaching the 
175 GW renewable energy target by 2022,” a sector 
analyst said on the condition of anonymity. 

• “So, apart from the good to the sector, one main reason for 
the re-classification of hydro as renewables is to add all that 
capacity to the renewable energy kitty.” 

 

Impact on PSUs: 

• Other commentators pointed out that another benefit from 
the policy could be the effect on the stock prices of State-
run hydroelectric companies such as NHPC and SJVN at 
a point when the government is looking to sell its stake in 
these companies. 

• NHPC, however, has formally denied that it has been 
approached by any company looking to buy stake in it. 

 

 

********* 

 
   


