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Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

Only 3.32 lakh MSME jobs created in last four years, 
finds CII survey: 

Why in news?  The number of net jobs created in the 
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) sector in the 
last four years stood at just 3,32,394, which is 13.9% higher 
than the base four years ago, according to a CII survey of more 
than one lakh companies. 

 

About: 

• The findings for the four-year period — beginning 2015-16 
— pale in comparison with that from the government’s 
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Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises for an 
earlier period, which shows 11,54,293 MSME jobs were 
created in the three years ended 2014-15. 

• The survey shows just three States — Maharashtra, 
Gujarat, and Telangana — accounted for over 50% of the 
jobs created in this period (2015-16 to 2018-19). 

 

Most in micro sector 

• It also shows that 73% of the jobs were created by micro 
enterprises. “Net jobs created’ is defined as recruitment, 
less exits,”   

• Only 3.32 lakh MSME jobs created in last four years, finds 
CII survey According to the survey, micro enterprises were 
the largest job generators, having created 2,40,713 jobs or 
73% of the net jobs created in the last four years. Small 
enterprises, on the other hand, accounted for 23% of the 
net jobs created, while medium enterprises accounted for 
just 4%. 

• Looking at the sectoral break-up, the hospitality & 
tourism sector accounted for 12% of the jobs, while the 
textiles & apparels and metal products sectors each 
contributed about 8% to job creation. 

• “The concentration in terms of geographic dispersion of jobs 
created was also noticeable, with three States — 
Maharashtra (29%), Gujarat (14%) and Telangana (10%) 
— accounting for 54% of the jobs created in the last 
four years,”  

• “The top eight States accounted for over 80% of the jobs.” 
The survey also found that 5,70,804 jobs are expected to be 
created over the next one year, which represents a 21% 
increase over the current employment base. The trend 
seen in the last four years in terms of sectoral break-up 
will remain largely the same, the report added. 
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********* 

Kepler-1658 b: 

Why in news?  Ten years after it was launched, the first 
exoplanet candidate spotted by NASA's Kepler space telescope 
has finally been confirmed as a real world, scientists say. 

 

About the Kepler-1658: 

• The exoplanet known as Kepler-1658 b is a massive hot 
Jupiter that whips around its star every 3.85 days, 
researchers from the University of Hawaii in the US. 

• From the surface, the star would appear 60 times larger in 
diameter than the Sun as seen from Earth,  

• Despite being the 1st candidate planet discovered by the 
NASA Kepler telescope, Kepler-1658b had a rocky road to 
confirmation. 10 years later, scientists have now 
confirmed that it is, in fact, a planet. It whips around its 
star every 3.85 days.  

• 670 people are talking about this Twitter Ads info and 
privacy Kepler has discovered thousands of exoplanets since 
its launch in 2009, using the transit method -- small dips 
in a star's brightness as planets cross in front of the 
star. 

• Because other phenomena can mimic transits, Kepler 
data reveal planet candidates, but further analysis is 
required to confirm them as genuine planets, according to 
the study published in the Astronomical Journal. 

• Despite being the very first planet candidate discovered by 
Kepler in 2011, Kepler-1658 b had a rocky road to 
confirmation. 

• The initial estimate of the size of the planet's host star was 
incorrect, so the sizes of both the star and Kepler-1658 b 
were vastly underestimated,  
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• It was later set aside as a false positive when the numbers 
did not quite make sense for the effects seen on its star for a 
body of that size,  

• "Our new analysis, which uses stellar sound waves observed 
in the Kepler data to characterise the host star, 
demonstrated that the star is in fact three times larger than 
previously thought," said University of Hawaii graduate 
student Ashley Chontos. 

• "This in turn means that the planet is three times larger, 
revealing that Kepler-1658 b is actually a hot Jupiter-like 
planet," Chontos said in a statement. 
 
 

********* 

‘Do forest surveys separately’: 

Why in news?  A high-power committee constituted by the 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) 
has recommended that forest surveys — the biennial exercise by 
the government to estimate forest cover — explicitly 
demarcate trees grown in forests from those grown outside, that 
is, in plantations and private lands. 

 

About: 

• Currently, the government counts both towards estimating 
the portion of India’s geographical area covered by 
forest. 

• Independent critics have for long pointed out that including 
both isn’t an ecologically sound principle but this is a first 
instance of government-constituted committee 
recommending so. 

• India posted a marginal 0.21% rise in the area under forest 
between 2015 and 2017, according to the India State of 
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Forest Report (SFR) 2017, which was made public in 
February 2018. 

• The document says that India has about 7,08,273 sq. km. 
of forest, which is 21.53% of the geographic area of the 
country (32,87,569 sq. km.). 

• Getting India to have at least 33% of its area under forest 
has been a long-standing goal of the government since 
1988. 

• Various editions of the SFR have over the years reported the 
area under forests as hovering around 21%. So the 
government also includes substantial patches of trees 
outside areas designated as forests, such as plantations 
or greenlands, in its assessment. 
 

Tree cover 

• The total tree cover, according to this assessment, was 
93,815 sq. km. or a 2% rise from the approximately 92,500 
sq. km. in 2015.  

 

********* 

 

 
  

 


