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VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
Daily Current Affairs – 2019 

(5thMarch) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

Pak. bans UNSC designated outfits; Delhi not 
convinced: 

Why in news?  Facing severe pressure from the Financial 
Action Task Force, and calls from a number of countries to crack 
down on terror groups, especially after tensions with India, 
the Pakistan government on Recently passed an order to 
effectively ban Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) offshoots Jamat-ud Dawa 
(JuD) and Falah-i-Insaniyat Foundation (FIF). 

 

About The Statutory Regulatory Order (SRO): 

• These are further supplemented by Statutory Regulatory 
Orders (SROs) which are issued on ad-hoc basis between 
two national budget announcements. 

• Decisive efforts to broaden the tax net through the 
elimination of tax exemptions and loopholes granted 
through statutory regulatory Orders (SROs)... 

• The budget policy, the FBR will continue with the policy 
of withdrawal of concessions and exemptions granted 
through statutory regulatory orders (SROs) and have 
drafted new laws through Statutory Regulatory Orders 
(SROs) to increase transparency, eliminate hierarchy, 
corruption, and bottlenecks. 
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• The government will not withdraw Statutory Regulatory 
Orders (SROs) granting sales tax exemption on the import 
of crude oil in the upcoming budget for next financial... 

• Finance Companies after examination of documents 
submitted in the light of applicable laws, rules, regulations 
and Statutory Regulatory Orders (SROs) quot;Pakistan 
has these so-called Statutory Regulatory Orders (SROs), 
which grant tax exemptions and concessions. 

• The Ministry of Foreign Affairs issues Statutory Regulatory 
Orders (SROs) to provide legal cover for implementing 
sanction measures under Security Council Resolutions. 

• The IMF raised Pakistan's gross domestic product 
growth; exemptions and loopholes granted through 
statutory regulatory orders are critical to the transactions.  

• The government is yet to remove a broad band of 
exemptions, essentially favouring the rich, called 
statutory regulatory orders (SROs). 
 

About the United Nations Security Council (UNSC: 

• The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the 
six principal organs of the United Nations (UN), charged 
with the maintenance of international peace and 
security as well as accepting new members to the United 
Nations and approving any changes to its United Nations 
Charter. 

• It is the only UN body with the authority to issue binding 
resolutions to member states. The Security Council held its 
first session on 17 January 1946. 

• Islamabad said it will “streamline” the banning of groups 
that have been proscribed by the United Nations Security 
Council (UNSC), and ensure that all entities banned by 
UNSC 1267 Committee in particular will have their 
assets frozen.  
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• In February 2018, the Pakistani government had passed 
a similar order as a Presidential Ordinance, but then 
allowed it to lapse six months later. 
 
    

 ********* 
 

 
 

Crop burning raises risk of respiratory illness 
threefold: 

Why in news?  The burning of agricultural residue — a 
contributor to north India’s winter pollution — increases the 
risk of respiratory illnesses threefold for those who 
experience it. It may also be responsible for an annual 
$30 billion (approximately Rs. 2 trillion) loss in terms of days of 
work lost in States affected by crop burning,  

 

About: 

• The findings were based on a study of the health records of 
250,000 people in Haryana (which sees a spike in crop 
burning episodes in winter), and Andhra Pradesh and 
Tamil Nadu, which don’t see similar burning episodes.  

• The researchers used health records and satellite data from 
September 2013-February 2014. The satellite data was for 
crop-burning fires detected by the Moderate-Resolution 
Imaging Spectroradiometer (MODIS) Terra satellite, 
managed by the National Aeronautics Space Administration 
(NASA). 

• living in an area where crop burning is practised was a 
leading risk factor for respiratory disease in northern 
India. Whereas the total burden of diseases from air 
pollution declined between 1990 and 2016 due to efforts to 
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reduce the burning of solid fuel for household use, outdoor 
air pollution increased by 16.6%,”  

• Living in a district that saw 100 fires a day was the 
“leading risk factor” for ARI. These trumped factors such 
as cracker burning in Diwali, being a child below 5 years 
of age and, living in a district with high motor vehicle 
congestion.  

 

‘First victims’ 

• “Our study shows that it is not only the residents of Delhi, 
but also women, children and men of rural Haryana who 
are the first victims of crop residue burning. Much of the 
public discussion on the ill-effects of crop residue burning 
ignores this immediately affected vulnerable population,”  

• For about a decade now, Delhi has been complaining about 
the practice of stubble burning, holding it responsible for 
the abysmal air quality in the capital in winter. 

 

‘Zero tolerance’ 

• In 2013, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) issued a 
directive to Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh, asking 
them to ban stubble burning. 

• The Environment Ministers of these States as well as top 
officials at the Centre declared a “zero tolerance” policy on 
the burning of stubble, which has been estimated to 
contribute anywhere from 7% to 78% of the particulate 
matter-emission load in Delhi during winter. 
 

 

********* 
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Labour Party slams new fund, accuses govt. of Brexit 
bribery:  

Why in news?  A £1.6 billion fund the British government 
has said it is setting up as part of its response to the underlying 
challenges of the country that were manifested in the Brexit 
vote has become the centre of a new political storm in the 
U.K. 

 

About: 

• The “Stronger Towns Fund”, launched on recently, is 
meant to target areas that had not “shared in the 
proceeds of growth in the same way as prosperous parts 
of the country”, the government, as it pointed to towns in 
the North and the Midlands. The funds would help job-
boosting projects in these areas. 
 

About the Stronger Towns Fund: 

• It will be used to create new jobs, help train local people 
and boost economic activity – with communities having a 
say on how the money is spent. 

• To be launched this year, the fund is part of the 
government’s commitment to build a more prosperous 
economy that works for everyone. 

• A total of £1 billion will be allocated using a needs-based 
formula. More than half this share (£583 million) will go 
to towns across the North with a further £322 million 
allocated to communities in the Midlands. Communities will 
be able to draw up job-boosting plans for their town, with 
the support and advice of their Local Enterprise 
Partnerships. 
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********* 

Facts for Prelims: 

v National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT):  
• State-run power giant NTPC has decided to acquire only 

those stressed power projects undergoing insolvency 
proceedings in the National Company Law Tribunal 
(NCLT) to get fairer deals. 

• The National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) is a quasi-
judicial body in India that adjudicates issues relating to 
Indian companies. The NCLT was established under the 
Companies Act 2013 and was constituted on 1 June 2016 
by the government of India & is based on the 
recommendation of the justice Eradi committee on law 
relating to insolvency and winding up of companies.  

 
 
 

********** 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

     

 
  

 


