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Sources: The Hindu /PIB 

Drought less probable this year: Skymet 

 

 Why in news?  There’s unlikely to be a drought in 2019 as 
the El Nino — a climate phenomenon linked to poor monsoon in 
India — is likely to peter out by the beginning of the season, 
according to a forecast by private weather forecaster Skymet. 

About the forecast: 

• The El Nino conditions were on the rise in the Pacific Ocean 
till December last. The temperatures are now declining, and 
the probability of El Nino is also falling.  

• This will reduce to about 50% by the time monsoon arrives 
with a gradual decline thereafter as well.  

• An El Nino refers to a half-to-one-degree rise in 
temperatures in the Central equatorial Pacific and is 
linked to a reduction in rains over key monsoon belts. 

Skymet defines ‘normal rains’ as that in a 4% window of 88 cm 
between June and September; 88 cm means ‘100%’ rainfall. 
Anything from 90% to 96% of the normal is ‘below normal’ and 
less than 90% constitutes a drought. 

 

  *************** 
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U.K. should hand over Chagos islands to Mauritius: 
ICJ: 

 

Why in news? 

Britain has an obligation to end its administration of the Chagos 
Archipelago — home to the U.S. military base of Diego Garcia — 
and complete the process of decolonisation of Mauritius, the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) in The Hague has said in an 
advisory opinion that is a significant legal victory for Mauritius 
and other nations, including India, that supported its case. 

 

• The Chagos Islands are home to the U.S. military base of 
Diego Garcia, under lease from the United Kingdom since 
the 1960s. 

About the 1965’s pact: 

Under an agreement struck in 1965, in return for compensation 
to Mauritius and fishing rights, Britain has maintained control of 
the islands. It has continued to do so despite efforts by Mauritius 
to regain control, and UN resolutions requiring it to complete the 
decolonisation of Mauritius. 

The ICJ held public hearings in September 2018 in the case after 
Britain was defeated in its attempt to halt a UN General 
Assembly resolution calling for the UN’s highest court to delivery 
an advisory opinion on the issue. 

About the International court of justice (ICJ): 

• It is the primary judicial branch of United Nations and 
settles legal disputes and provides advisory opinions 
submitted to it by its member states. ICJ is a civil court. 

• UNSC enforces its court’s rulings. 
• ICJ is composed of 15 judges elected for 9 years term by the 

UNGA and UNSC. 
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• International Court of Justice is one of the most important 
guarantors of peace, security and co-operation among 
states. 

♦ India and ICJ: 

• Justice Dalveer Bhandari currently serves as permanent 
judge at ICJ. 

• Recent ruling by ICJ, awarded Bangladesh more than 9,700 
square miles in the Bay of Bengal, ending a maritime 
dispute spanning more than three decades. 

 

International Criminal Court – ICC: 

• It was set up after the ad hoc tribunals to deal with Rwanda 
war crimes proved ineffective. ICC is a criminal court. 

• ICC is based on the principle of complementarity. ICC was 
not created to supplant the authority of national courts. 
However, when a state’s legal system collapses or when a 
government is a perpetrator of heinous crimes, the ICC can 
exercise jurisdiction. ICC is a court of last resort. 

• USA opposed the ICC for fear that it will be used politically 
against U.S. nationals. 

• ICC ensures that those who commit serious human rights 
violations are held accountable. Justice helps promote 
lasting peace, enables victims to rebuild their lives and 
sends a strong message that perpetrators of serious 
international crimes will not go unpunished. 

♦ India and ICC: 

• India is not a party to ICC. The major objections of India to 
the Rome Statute are : 

o Since ICC is subordinate to UNSC, permanent 
members are vested with unbridled powers. 

o Terrorism and nuclear weapons usage is not in the 
purview of ICC. 

• There is criticism that India on signing up the Rome 
Statute, would immediately come under ICC jurisdiction for 
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human right violations under AFSPA, abuses in Naga 
movement, Kashmir conflict. 

 

                         *************** 
 
 

 
 


