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VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
Daily Current Affairs – 2019 

(25thFeb) 

Resources: The Hindu /The Business line/PIB 

DNA forensics a vital tool in cracking wildlife crimes: 

Why in news?  In November 2017, 23-year-old youth 
from North 24 Parganas in West Bengal killed a wild animal 
and posted photographs on a social media platform. State Forest 
Department officials tracked down the man but by then the 
meat were half cooked and the accused denied all allegations. 

 

About: 

• However, a few samples of the cooked meat brought to the 
Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), Kolkata, were enough to 
nail the accused.  

• A forensic DNA analysis showed that the meat was that of 
the Asian Palm Civet (Paradoxurus hermaphroditus), a 
Schedule II species protected under the Wildlife (Protection) 
Act, 1972.  

• The analysis helped Forest Department officials press 
charges against the youth and in further prosecution of the 
case. 
 

About the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI): 

• The Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), founded on 1 July 
1916 by Government of India Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change, as premier Indian organisation 
in zoological research and studies to promote the survey, 
exploration and research of the fauna in the country. 
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• ZSI (zoology) as well as ASI (archaeology), BSI (botany), FSI 
(forests), FiSI (fisheries), GSI (geology), IIEE (ecology), NIO 
(oceanography), RGCCI (Census of India) and SI 
(cartography) are key national survey organisations of 
India. 
 

• The annals of Zoological Survey of India (ZSI)[1] reflect an 
eventful beginning for the Survey even before its formal 
birth and growth. The history of ZSI begins from the days of 
the Asiatic Society of Bengal founded by Sir William 
Jones on 15 January 1784.  
 

• The Asiatic Society of Bengal was the mother institution 
not only to the Indian Museum (1875) but also to the 
institutions like the Zoological Survey of India and the 
Geological Survey of India. 

 

********** 

 

Just 9 crops account for two-thirds of global food 
output: FAO report: 
 
Why in news? 
As few as nine crops account for two-thirds of all global food 
output, says a report on global biodiversity of food and 
agriculture. They are: sugarcane, maize, rice, wheat, potatoes, 
soyabeans, oil-palm fruit, sugar beet and cassava. 

About the report: 

 

• Globally, there are approximately 3,82,000 species of 
vascular plants, of which a little over 6,000 have been 
cultivated for food. Of these, as of 2014, fewer than 200 
species had significant production levels globally, with only 
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nine accounting for over 66 per cent of all crop produced by 
weight,”  

• Globally, more than 700 tree species, including bamboo, 
palms, and scrubs, have been included in tree-breeding 
programmes. 

• The overall diversity present in farmers’ fields has declined, 
and threats to diversity are increasing, although the 
situation depends on the country, location and type of 
production system. 

• The world’s livestock production is based on about 40 
animal species, with only a handful providing the vast 
majority of global output of meat, milk and eggs. 

• As of 2018, 7,745 out of 8,803 reported livestock breeds 
were classified as local and 593 of these breeds are extinct. 
Among the extant local breeds, 26 per cent are considered 
to be at risk of extinction, while the risk status of 67 per 
cent is unknown. 

• While wild water buffalo and banteng, jungle cattle present 
in South-East Asia, are classified as endangered, Indian 
bison, wild yak and wild goats are among vulnerable 
species. 

• Still cover 30.6 per cent of the world’s land area and even 
though forests continue to shrink, the rate of annual net 
loss of forests has decreased significantly over recent 
decades. 

************** 

 
 

 
  


