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VAID’S ICS LUCKNOW 
Daily Current Affairs – 2019 

(23rdFeb) 

Resources: The Hindu /PIB 

Labour Bureau files MUDRA job report: 

Why in news?  The Labour Bureau has completed its 
survey on employment generated by the MUDRA loan scheme, 
giving the Centre a potential data tool to combat other reports 
showing a dismal scenario on jobs. 

 

About: 

• The Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana was introduced in 
April 2015 as an effort to extend affordable credit to micro 
and small enterprises. Loans up to Rs. 10 lakh are 
extended to these non-corporate, non-farm enterprises by 
the Micro Units Development and Refinance Agency 
(MUDRA) through last-mile financial institutions. So far, 
15.56 crore loans worth a total of Rs. 7.23 lakh crore have 
been disbursed. 

• The Labour Bureau’s completed report on MUDRA loans has 
now been submitted to the Centre at a time when it is 
taking flak for not releasing the results of the National 
Sample Survey Organisation’s periodic labour force 
survey. 

• Central government ministers and officials have already 
attempted to use the MUDRA scheme’s performance to 
combat criticism based on the leaked NSSO job survey 
report. 
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About the Micro Units Development and Refinance Agency 
(MUDRA): 

• 'Micro Units Development and Refinance Agency Bank or 
'MUDRA Bank is a public sector financial institution in 
India.  

• It provides loans at low rates to micro-finance institutions 
and non-banking financial institutions which then provide 
credit to MSMEs. It was launched by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on 8 April 2015 

 

About the National Sample Survey Organisation’s NSSO 

• The National Sample Survey Organization (NSSO) carries 
out socioeconomic surveys, undertakes field of work for 
the Annual Survey of Industries and follow-up surveys of 
economic census, sample checks on area enumeration and 
crop estimation surveys and and prepares the urban frames 
useful in drawing of urban samples, besides collection of 
price data from rural and urban sectors. 

NSSO has four divisions: 

Ø Survey Design and Research Division (SDRD) 
Ø Field Operations Division (FOD) 
Ø Data Processing Division (DPD) and 
Ø Coordination and Publication Division (CPD) 
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Facts for Prelims: 

v ‘Manuratna’: 
• Buoyed by feedback from farmers that an improved rice 

variety released by the Agricultural Research Station 
(ARS), Mannuthy, Thrissur, in 2017 is a high-yielding one, 
the ARS is now gearing up for a large-scale demonstration 
to further enhance the yield. 

• The ‘Manuratna’ variety developed by the ARS, which is a 
Kerala Agricultural University (KAU) facility, has been 
yielding on an average 6.5 to 7 tonnes a hectare. The 
yield has been as high as 9 tonnes in the Kole paddy 
lands, for which the variety was originally developed.  

 
 
v AK-103 assault rifle 
• India and Russia are close to concluding an Inter-

Governmental Agreement (IGA) for a multi-billion deal to 
locally bulk manufacture AK-103 assault rifles in the next 
few months, 
 

About: 
• The AK-103 assault rifle is a derivative of the AK-74M 

chambered for the 7.62×39mm M43 round, similar to 
the older AKM.  

• The AK-103 can be fitted with a variety of sights, including 
night vision and telescopic sights, plus a knife-bayonet 
or a grenade launcher. It uses plastic components where 
possible instead of wood or metal, with such components 
being the pistol grip, handguards and stock. 

 

v ‘Aerobics 150’ 

• Reiterating the need for physical activity to reduce the 
incidence of non-communicable diseases (NCD), the World 
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Health Organisation (WHO) has prescribed 150 minutes of 
weekly physical activity.  

• It stated that physical inactivity is now identified as the 
fourth leading risk factor for global mortality. 
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